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Some four months after the Allied invasion
of southern Italy in September 1943, British
and American troops of the US V1 Corps from
Lieutenant-General Mark Clark’s Fifth Army
landed on January 22, 1944 and established a
beachhead at Anzio, south of Rome, about
seventy miles behind the German Gustay
Line. This was the prelude to one of the most
bitter, savage and bloody campaigns of the
Second World War. Its story can only be
properly understood if it is seen against the
preceding four months of the Italian cam-
paign. From September 1943 until the end of
the year the US Fifth and British Eighth
Armies had been making slow progress up the
rugged mountainous peninsula. By the
beginning of 1944 both armies came up
against the strongest German defensive line in
the whole of Italy — the Gustav Line — and it
was clear to General Sir Harold Alexander,
commanding 15th Army Group, as had been
suspected months earlier, that with the
limited forces at his disposal at that time there
was every possibility of the campaign
becoming deadlocked in the winter months
ahead.

German reserves would be drawn there to
allow the landing at Anzio to be made suc-
cessfully. When considering the supply
problem of the beachhead forces, the Allied
commanders agreed to think in terms of a
period of twenty-eight days, a gross under-
estimate as it turned out.

In view of later events, and the controversy
they provoked, it might be of interest to recail
how the impending operation was regarded by
some of those involved. Churchill hoped that
‘we were hurling a wild cat on to the shore’
while Admiral Sir John Cunningham spoke of
‘the lightning thrust by two or three divisions'.
General Alexander’s Operation Instruction of
January 12, 1944 stated in perhaps more
soberly fashion: ‘The objects of this operation
will be to cut the enemy’s main com-
munications in the Colli Laziali (Alban Hills)
area south- east of Rome, and to threaten the
rear of the German 14 Corps’ [defending the
Cassino/Garigliano sector of the Gustav
Line]. General Clark’s Field Order of the
same date gave the aims as: ‘(a) To seize and
secure a beachhead in the vicinity of Anzio:
(b) Advance on Colli Laziali . . .’
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Indeed, from the very start of the Italian
campaign, Allied staffs had been examining
plans for possible landings on the west coast of
the peninsula, in the Gulf of Gaeta, at Anzio
south of Rome and Civitavecchia north of the
capital. Anzio became the favoured site; a
plan for a landing by one division was con-
sidered and, in the light of later events, wisely
discarded. At Carthage in Tunisia, on
Christmas Day 1943, the Allied Commanders-
in-Chief agreed that an amphibious landing
behind the German main line by not less than
two divisions was necessary if the imminent
deadlock was to be broken and the Allied
advance up the peninsula given a new im-
petus. The timing was to be about January 20.

The proposed Anzio landing was to be
carried out a few days after the beginning of a
Fifth Army offensive (later to become known
as the First Battle of Cassino) against that
part of the Gustayv Line between the Cassino
Mountains and the Gulf of Gaeta. Thereafter,
the Cassino front and the Anzio beachhead
became interlocked, each in turn having a
direct influence on the other. It was hoped
that the strength of the Fifth Army offensive
would be such that most of the available

Compared with Alexander, Clark seemed
ambiguous. (b) was vague; was VI Corps to
advance towards the Colli Laziali or as far as
them? It was made clear to Major-General
J. P. Lucas, commanding US VI Corps, that
his primary objective was to secure, consoli-
date and hold a beachhead and only then to
advance on Colli Laziali with the intention of
cutting the German line of communications.
It was felt by Fifth Army that he could not do
both simultaneously. Lucas, in his Field
Order of January 15, introduced a greater
degree of ambiguity. VI Corps ‘would seize
and secure [the] beachhead and advance [in
the] direction of Colli Laziali.’

While Clark fully supported an amphibious
landing at Anzio, he and Lucas, mindful of
the near disaster at Salerno only four months
earlier, seemed more cautious and perhaps
less optimistic than Headquarters 15th Army
Group. It is doubtful if Clark shared the
extraordinary optimism of his army In-
telligence staff. In retrospect, there can hardly
have been a better example of wishful
thinking than their final summary issued on
January 16: ‘Within the last few days there
have been increasing indications that enemy



strength on the Fifth Army front is ebbing,
due to casualties, exhaustion and possibly
lowering of morale. . . . From this it can be
deduced that he has no fresh reserves and very
few tired ones. In view of the weakening of
enemy strength . . . it would appear doubtful
if the enemy can hold the organised defensive
line through Cassino against a coordinated
army attack. Since this attack is to be
launched before Shingle [the Anzio landing] it
is considered likely that this additional threat
[i.e. Anzio] will cause him to withdraw from
his defensive position once he has appreciated
the magnitude of that operation.’

The more optimistically minded among the
Allied commanders seemed to think, firstly,
that Fifth Army’s offensive would attract
German reserves from the Rome/Anzio area
and allow a successful landing and, secondly,
that the Anzio beachhead would so threaten
the rear of the German XIV Corps that they
would be forced to withdraw or at least
withdraw sufficient troops to contain the
beachhead forces and, in so doing, weaken the
Gustav Line defences to such an extent that
Fifth Army would be able to break through
and advance to join up with VI Corps at
Anzio. The first of these suppositions proved a
more or less accurate forecast. The second,
because it failed to take into consideration the
role of the German Fourteenth Armee (AOK
14) in central and northern Italy, did not.

The more pessimistically minded, who
probably included Clark and certainly Lucas
of VI Corps, felt that, as soon as the German
High Command realised the danger in which
their Tenth Army (AOK 10) would be placed
by any Allied advance from Anzio to the Colli
Laziali, they would react violently and call on
all available resources both in Italy and
beyond.

 BY COLONEL J. H. GREEN

Above: The view north-east from Anzio with its sheltered harbour in the right fore-
ground across the flat coastal plain to the Alban Hills: Colli Laziali in the left back-
ground. Nettuno lies on the extreme right of the photo which was taken by Captain J.
C. Hatlem in September 1944. (US Army) Bglow: Anzio in 1985 — now a popular

holiday resort just thirty miles from Rome.
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The differing views of the optimists and the
pessimists were possibly due to two factors.
The former pinned greater faith in the power
of the Allied air forces to prevent or severely
limit German reinforcements reaching Anzio

and at the same time underestimated the
strength of the Gustav Line, though it had
long been regarded as the strongest natural
defensive line in Italy and probably one of the
strongest in Europe.
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The Beachhead Area

Although the beaches north and south of
Anzio had the disadvantages of very gentle
slopes into the sea (the gradient north of
Anzio was 1:110), sandbars lying offshore and
soft sand dunes on shore, the place enjoyed
three main advantages. It was well within
fighter aircraft cover from the Naples area; it
was only about twenty miles from the Colli
Laziali and only about seventy miles from the
main Fifth Army front on the Gustav Line,
near enough for rapid link-up once the latter
had been breached.

Anzio itself is situated in a coastal plain,
rarely more than fifteen miles wide, which
runs from south-east to north-west from the
Gulf of Gaeta to well beyond the Tiber river.
Running in the same direction, edging the
landward side of the plain, are the Aurunci
and Lepini mountain ranges, the latter
separated by the ‘Velletri Gap’ from the Colli
Laziali stretching to within ten miles of the
south-eastern outskirts of Rome. The two
main roads from the Cassino/Garigliano
sector of the Gustav Line to Rome were Route
7 (Via Appia) which ran along the coastal
plain and Route 6 (Via Casilina) which
followed the Liri and Sacco river valleys to the
east of the Aurunci and Lepini Mountains and
the Colli Laziali. The Velletri Gap led directly
from Velletri on Route 7 to Valmontone on

Although the coastline chosen for the beachhead could really
be considered unfortified, several pillboxes had been con-
structed alongside the coastal road. The one above, the largest
in the locality, stood just in front of the church at Nettuno.

2

Route 6, a distance of about ten miles. Two
main roads led out of Anzio, the Via Anziate
northwards to Carroceto and Osteriaccia and

thence to Route 7 and the other through
Nettuno in a north-easterly direction to Le
Ferriere and Cisterna on Route 7. There were
numerous other unmetalled roads and tracks
crossing the plain connecting farms and farm
settlements.

Most of the area of the proposed beachhead
was part of a large reclamation and resettle-
ment project, where the swampy and
malarial Pontine Marshes had been converted
into a cultivated region. Drainage ditches and
irrigation channels abounded, the largest of
which, the Mussolini Canal, some 170 feet
wide, was to form the eastern and north-
eastern perimeter of the beachhead. North of
Anzio, the pines and cork-oaks of the Bosco di
Padiglione (Padiglione Wood) extended some
six or seven miles inland on both sides of the
Via Anziate. Beyond the wood, to the north
and west, the country was undulating
grassland. It seemed innocent enough but,
just north of the east-west road from
Padiglione to San Lorenzo (the ‘Lateral Road’
as it was termed within the beachhead) and
west of the Via Anziate, the land was fissured
by a labyrinth of deep wadis and gullies. Some
of them were as much as fifty feet deep and
nearly all were narrow and had precipitous
banks. In winter the bottoms of all of them
were running with water. North-west of this
‘wadi country’, running westerly from the
higher ground inland to the sea was the River
Moletta, which was to form the north-westerly
perimeter of the beachhead.

i

Centre: We were fortunate to be in Anzio on April 21, 1976 to
record the conversion of the last pillbox in the area (see front
cover) into this striking memarial by the sculptor Amerigo Tot
at the instigation of the Lyons Club of Anzio-Nettuno.
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The Landings

January 22-29

The final plans for Operation ‘Shingle’ were
approved on January 12. The difficulties over
assault shipping (much of which was required
for the Normandy landings) had been resolved
by Churchill and Roosevelt. D-Day was set for
January 22 with H-Hour 0200.

The US VI Corps at the start of the
operation would comprise the following:

US 3rd Infantry Division (Major-General L.
K. Truscott) comprising 7th, 15th and 30th
Infantry Regiments
504th Parachute Infantry Regiment
509th Parachute Infantry Battalion
Ist, 3rd and 4th Ranger Infantry Battalions
751st Tank Battalion

US 1st Armored Division (Major-General E.
N. Harmon) comprising 1Ist Armored
Regiment and 6th Armored Infantry
Regiment

British 1st Infantry Division (Major-General
W. R. C. Penney) comprising 2nd and 3rd
Infantry and 24th Guards Brigades, 46th
Royal Tank Regiment

2nd Special Service Brigade composed of the
9th and 43rd Royal Marine Commandos

All told, a force equivalent to four divisions.

The plan for the assault landing, which was
expected to be strongly opposed, was as
follows:

fa) 7th, 15th and 30th Infantry Regiments of
US 3rd Division (to be followed up by 504th
Parachute Infantry Regiment) were to make
their assault on ‘X-Ray’, or ‘X’, beach,
some four miles east of Anzio.

(b) The three Ranger battalions (followed up
by 509th Parachute Infantry Battalion)
were to land at ‘Yellow’ beach, immediately
east of Anzio harbour.

(¢) British 2nd Brigade Group (followed up by
2nd Special Service Brigade) would make
their assault on ‘Peter’ beach, six miles
north-west of Anzio.

The naval force for the assault formations
was to be divided into two groups, Force ‘X’
(American) and Force ‘P’ (British). The
former, commanded by Rear-Admiral F. J.
Lowry, USN (who was also overall naval
commander), included 154 landing ships and
craft protected by 16 major warships (2 of
which were cruisers) and 57 minor warships
and other vessels. Rear-Admiral T. H.
Troubridge, RN, commanded Force ‘P’,
which comprised 87 landing ships and craft,
14 major warships (including 2 cruisers) and
46 minor warships and other vessels. One
British cruiser and two destroyers were
earmarked for a diversionary bombardment of

Civitavecchia in the early hours of January 22.

Detailed plans in support of Operation
‘Shingle’ had of course been drawn up for the
Allied air forces. The latter had available
some 2,700 aircraft, while it was estimated
that the Germans would have at their disposal
in Italy on January 22 about 260 aircraft, of
which about 150 would be serviceable. By
January 22, this figure would rise to just under
400, of which about 230 would be serviceable.
Allied air strength was, therefore, over-
whelming. Prior to the landing, the
Mediterranean Allied Tactical Air Force
(MATAF), in conjunction with the Strategic
Air Force (MASAF) and Tactical Bomber
Force (MATBF), would bomb airfields to
neutralise and destroy the Luftwaffe in central
Italy and would seek to disrupt road and rail
communications to prevent the Germans
moving land forces to the Anzio area. In
addition to these tasks which were to continue
throughout the Anzio operation, MATAF
would provide fighter protection on D minus 1
for the Allied assault convoys at sea and,
during the assault, for shipping lying off the
beaches and in convoy to and from Naples.
Thereafter, besides providing direct support
for the assault forces, every effort was to be
made to prevent German forces moving from
central and northern Italy into the Anzio area
and to interfere as much as possible with any
movement of German formations and units on
the Gustav Line front.



The supply problems of the Anzio operation
had exercised Allied Headquarters ad-
ministrative staff for some time. The
possibility of bad weather at sea and shallow
water off the beaches added to the difficulties
and it was essential to capture the port of
Anzio and have it in working order as early as
possible. Until proper port facilities became
available, it was decided that the landing
forces would be virtually self-contained and
independent for a short period of time. On
January 22, therefore, a convoy of 18 LSTs
(Landing Ship Tank), 3 LCTs (Landing Craft
Tank) and 4 cargo ships, carrying over 19,000
tons of supplies and stores and 700 trucks and
100 DUKWs (2%2-ton amphibious trucks), all
fully loaded, would arrive off Anzio from
Naples. Similar convoys were to arrive at the
beachhead every three days, carrying pre-
loaded trucks (container fashion) which would
drive directly to the dumps, unload and return
on the ships to Naples.

As D-Day approached and the final
preparations were being made, the Allied air
forces, in accordance with the tasks assigned
them, had been attacking German airfields
and rail communications in Italy. By January
21, the MASAF and MATBF, supported by
the light and fighter bombers of the US XII
Air Support Command and the Desert Air
Force of the RAF, had dropped over 4,000
tons of bombs on rail targets and some 1,900
tons on German airfields.

As far as the assault forces were concerned,
preparations were complete by January 20 and
from 5 p.m. onwards the force put to sea from
Naples, the smaller ports in the Bay and from
Salerno. In order to avoid German minefields
and to mislead German agents and recon-
naissance aircraft, the assault convoy of more
than 250 ships headed south around the Isle of
Capri. Thereafter it sailed west of Ischia and
the Pontine Islands. The voyage was made in
perfect weather. With the cruisers and
destroyers guarding the flanks and the
minesweepers ahead, the men aboard the
assault ships passed the time sleeping,

Unopposed landing. This is the Red and Green sectors of ‘X-Ray’ beach where the US
3rd Infantry Division came ashore on the morning of January 22. Today it is wild and
windswept bordering an Italian military training area. (US Army)




Having achieved complete surprise, by 4 a.m. DUKWs were
shuttling troops ashore as engineers bulldozed exits through
the dunes and cleared scattered minefields. After daylight the
Germans retaliated with sparodic shelling from inland batteries
and the Luftwaffe mounted three hit-and-run raids on the

checking equipment and arms, playing cards,
reading and indulging in any other activity
which would allay any anxieties they may have
felt about what lay ahead. As darkness en-
veloped the convoy’s movements, course was
altered and the ships swung sharply in
towards Anzio. A few minutes after midnight
on January 21/22, they hove to, dropped
anchor and rode easily on a dead calm sea.
Ashore, there was nothing to be seen or heard.
Not long afterwards, the men clambered into
their assault landing craft and the first wave
headed towards the beaches. In the interests
of surprise, there was no preliminary or
supporting guntire from the escorting
warships, but at 1.50 a.m., ten minutes before
H-Hour and during the last few minutes of the
assault crafts’ run-in when the noise of
engines would have given the game away, one
British rocket launching craft off each beach
fired a bombardment of 785 5-inch rockets at
pre-selected targets ashore. For a short while
the noise was deafening. There were no bursts
of answering fire and when the rocket craft
ceased firing, the dark shore ahead remained
silent. Moments later, at 2 a.m. precisely, the
first wave of assault craft hit the beaches and
the men swarmed ashore. As they dashed for
the cover of the dunes or other shelter beyond,
they realised that there was no enemy waiting
for them. General Lucas on the USS Biscayne
some three miles offshore and the men in the
second wave already approaching the beaches
were astonished to hear no machine gun or
any other fire on the beaches. The Germans
had been taken unawares. The Allies had
achieved a complete tactical suprise.

There were, in fact, no German units in the
immediate vicinity of Anzio and Nettuno in
the early hours of January 22. Although the
German Commander-in-Chief South-West,
Generalfeldmarschall Albert Kesselring, and
the German High Command (OKW) always
expected that the Allies would mount further
amphibious operations on the Italian coasts,
they had received no Intelligence about the
Anzio landing beforehand. In spite of the
assembly of the landing forces in the Naples
area and large concourse of shipping in the
Bay, German agents in the city had reported

nothing. German reconnaissance aircraft on
patrol during the nights of January 18/19 and
20/21 had failed to return to base and on the
night of January 21/22, when the Allied
armada was at sea, the area had not been
patrolled. The first news of the landing seems
to have reached a German Headquarters in
Rome and then Kesselring in an unlikely
manner — it appears that a German railway
engineer corporal, stationed in Anzio, dashed
off on a motor-cycle to give the alarm; he
found no German unit and nobody else until
he reached Albano where he was able to pass
his unwelcome news to a Leutnant Heuritsch
(who was only passing through to join his unit
at Sezze) who, in turn, informed the German
Town Major.

In the early hours of January 22, German
troops immediately available to oppose US VI

beach. Two ships were lost: one from bombing and another
which hit a mine, sinking within three minutes with a loss of 30
dead and 11 injured. Tank reserves arrived at 6.45 a.m. with
another 24 LCI(L)s carrying infantry half an hour later. Ashore
engineers began matting the rutted surface. (US Army)

Corps amounted only to about ten battalions,
many not at full strength. North of the Tiber
and at least thirty miles away was the 90th
Panzergrenadier-Division’s Battle Group von
Behr, consisting of the 1st and 2nd Battalions
of Panzergrenadier-Regiment 200 and the st
Battalion of Panzergrenadier-Regiment 361.
Inland and further away was the 4th
Parachute Division’s Battle Group Gericke of
three battalions, one each from Parachute-
Regiments 10, 11 and 12. More or less on the
coastal plain, stretched between the Colli
Laziali and the Gulf of Gaeta was the 29th
Panzergrenadier-Division’s  Battle Group
Ziegler, comprising the 2nd Battalion (at
Velletri about twenty miles from Anzio) from
Panzergrenadier-Regiment 71, a company of
divisional engineers south of Velletri,
Reconnaissance-Battalion 129 at Terracina,

With Anzio and Nettuno in the right background, this is the view from the edge of the
training area, closed to visitors.



about forty miles away, and two engineer
companies from the 4th Parachute-Division.
Lastly, in the Colli Laziali area there were the

reinforcement-holding units and  other
miscellaneous units of the ‘Hermann Goring’
Panzer-Division, perhaps thirty miles from
the beachhead.

The bulk of the 29th and 90th Panzer-
grenadier-Divisions and parts of the ‘Her-
mann Goéring’ Panzer-Division had, a few

The shallow water off the landing beaches made the use of
DUKWs vital in the early stages. Here essential supplies —

‘Yellow’ beach, overlooked by seafront villas, lay just to the right of the harbour at
Anzio. Here the Rangers quickly scrambled up the bluff and spread out into the town
itself. This is another picture from the series taken by Captain Hatlem at the end of
the war covering battlefields throughout Europe. Unfortunately, in spite of three
visits to Anzio, it proved well-nigh impossible to cut through the red tape surround-
ing aerial photography in Italy today to take comparisons. (US Army)

days earlier, been moved from the Rome area
to the Garigliano front to reinforce the 94th
Infanterie-Division in an effort to eliminate

the British X Corps’ bridgehead of the Fifth
Army’s offensive. This, of course, was exactly
what Allied planners had hoped to achieve.

steak and kidney puddings — are taken ashore on ‘Yellow’
beach. Note censored markings on this original print. (IWM)
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With the only immediate resistance coming
from small, coastal artillery and anti-aircraft
detachments and scattered and uncoordinated
groups of bewildered Germans, who had not
been warned of an imminent Allied landing,
the American and British troops quickly
established themselves on shore and pushed
rapidly inland. From ‘X-Ray’ beach east of
Nettuno, the 15th, 30th and 7th Infantry
Regiments, brushing aside a few surprised
German patrols, soon established themselves
on the initial phase line. The 30th Infantry
Regiment then advanced northwards towards
Le Ferriere and Conca and by dusk had
secured the crossings over the west branch of
the Mussolini Canal. Four bridges over the
main canal — the right flank of the
beachhead — were seized and prepared for
demolition by patrols of the 3rd Recon-
naissance Troop. The three Ranger battalions
landed on ‘Yellow” beach and were soon in
possession of Anzio port, where the only
damage was a gap in the mole. Debris was
quickly cleared from around the harbour by
the 36th Engineer Combat Regiment, while
naval personnel swept it and removed some
small sunken vessels. By early afternoon, the
port of Anzio was ready to handle LSTs and
other craft. Following the Rangers, 509th
Parachute Infantry Battalion advanced
eastwards and captured Nettuno by 10 a.m.
Behind them came the S504th Parachute
Infantry Regiment.

The Riviera di Levante at the point where Anzio meets Nettuno. German shellfire was
only of nuisance value at the beginning and, apart from those killed on the LSI, Allied
casualties for D-Day were 13 killed, 97 wounded and 44 captured or missing.

Our early morning comparison taken in 1976 shows the twin-domed Paradiso sul Mare built as a casino in the 1920s.






