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Ia Teorasry, 2 limited objective attacks were made in the IV Corps area, ane in
the coastal sector north of Viareggio by the 92nd Division, and cne bty the 10th
Mountain Division, in the Mount Belvedere-Mount Torracclo sector. _

As spring approached, preparations were made once again for an attack, Sup-
1i8s were built up, troops rested and re~equipped, units regrouped and artillery
moved into position, “As April came, the offensive was ready for the go ahead sign, :

After the Arne River had been crossed and the forces were moving northward, the ¥
39th Engineer Combat Regiment, commanded by Colonel Thamas C, Green, began to con=
struct the longest bridge the unit had ever built. It was across the Arno River at

)"{\(\ Florence and was a Class 40 Bailey of triple-double construction, 410 feet long.

/N There were 3 spans, 140 feet, 130 feet and 140 feet in length. The original plers
were sound, :so they were merely levelled off and Balley crib-type supports put on
top and cemented in place, ‘

A cableway was constructed to get the necessary material from the shore out to
the piers. A truck winch cable was run out to a pole near the stone pier., On this
was a snatch block and line., The materials were moved out to the pier on the cable=
way, and lowered down to the pier by slackening the winch cable, The block was re-
turned to the shore by means of the attached line, The tops of the Bailey cribs
were finished off with the standard crib-capsill, over which was placed a deck of
8 X 8 timbers., Base plates were secured to this deck.

The approaches were cut into the banks, and the bridge launched at such a level
that the ramp approaches were practically horizontal., The bridge was orginally
launched as a triple-single bridge and the second story added later by two working
parties, The launching was accamplished by the winch of a 4 ton truck. After the
second story was campleted, the span was broken over the piers, thus reducing the
danger of too great stress or strain. i
" As this bridge was being constructed, the 3%th had other units following the ad-
vance, Along with the 19th Engineers, it supported the progress of the II Corps
divisional units. The 39th was generally west of the 19th, and followed up the
main supply route, Highway #6620, Fram Prato, the unit moved up the highway to
Vernio,

On 17 September, the 39th began the construction of a road designed to aonnect
the main supply routes, #6620 and #65, as well as the secondary supply road, Route
#6525 fram Sesto through Barberino, From the town of Cavallino on Route #6525 to
the town of Montecuccoli, there was a poor one-way road. From Montecuccoli on west
to the village of Certia on Highway #6620, there was only a mule pack trail, Work
was started on both ends of this system, and in 5 days a two-way road for 24 ton

" truck traffic was completed, :

Throughout September and October, the work of supporting the forward troops con-

tinued, Thirteen Bailey bridges were built totalling 920 feet, all Class 40,
Twelve trestle treadway bridges, also Class 40, were constructed, Twenty-five
steel culverts were placed, as well as a dozen wooden bax culverts. Twenty-four
bypasses were built, and one cub airstrip, as the 39th Engineer Ccmbat Regiment

moved up to its northernmost positions for the winter of 1944-45,

Work was done on Highways #6620 and #65, as well as the importnat and difficult
connecting roads through S. Benedetto and Monzuno. On the road to Monzuno fram
Loiano, a 120 foot triple-single Bailey bridge was built in mid-November at the
site of a civilian bridge, thus eliminating the low crossing of the Savena River,

At this same time, the regiment began to prepare for cold weather, The cammand post
moved back to a location 1% miles south of Loiano, and all the units began build-
ing semi-permanent quarters.

To prepare the roads for snow, markers were erected, gravel stockpiled along the
roads and two snowposts and one sub-snowpost set up and operated, Also in Nov,,
all personnel of the regiment were given 9 days of rest at Montecatini. On 15 Dec,,
Company "A" began constructing buildings and repairing roads in the II Corps Cammand
Post area near Pietramala., : o b

On 27 December, Campany "A" with the rest of the 1st Battalion, was moved to the
IV Corps sector near San Giuliano and was attached to that headquartera for operas

tions )
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The battalion was given the mission of securing and holding all dumps in the
vicinity of Pisa in case of an enemy breakthrough, The 3%th placed charges for
demolitions on all bridges and culverts and began regular engineer road work,
Company "B" constructed a 210 foot trestle treadway bridge across the Serchio River
near Lucca, which required the building of a 350 foot dyke to divert the stream,

It was necessary to build a road to the bridge and approximately 5,000 cubdc yards
of gravel was moved.,

The 1st Battlaion returned to.the II Corps:on 11 Januayy and began transforming

Route #6530 fram S. Andrea to Highway #65 into a two=way road for future opeecra-
tions, The first 2 weeks of January had been cold, and about 30 inches of snow

fell in-the 39th Regiments area, which put a big work burden on the snow stations.,
Many disabléd vehicles were recovered, and the snow plows, dozers and graders were
in use continually to keep the assigned roads open,

‘Meanwhile, the 1st Battalion spent part of its time preparing defensive posi-
tions and preparing bridges for demolition. The road work was made difficult the
last part of January because of the thaw, The snow posts were now engaged in pul-
ling vehicles out of the mud. On 22 Februery, the regiment {(less the 2nd Battalion) |
moved 3% miles west of Pisa to the Poninsular Base Section Staging area #3, to |
train in river operations. Company "A" of the 1554th Heavy Ponton Battalion and
6 Brockway trucks with equipment and crews from the 1029th Engineer Treadway Bridge
Company were attached to the regiment for duty. /

On 1 March 1945, the 39th Engineer Combat R giment was reorganized and rede-
signated the 39th Engineer Combat Group. The Ist Battalion of the regiment was
named the 404th Engineer Combat Battalion and the 2nd Battalion the 643rd Engineer
Cambat Battalion. The 643rd remained in the II Corps area until 28 March, when
the battalion moved down to join the rest of the 39th Group at the Arno River near
Pisa for river crossing training.

The 4O4th, at the training area west of Pisa, trained with the 25 ton ponton
raft, the infantry support raft, the stormboat, the assault boat and the Quonset
barge, When finished with training, a night problem was staged on 19 March, The
three letter companies of the 404th transported a mock infantry assault task force,
consisting of the remainder of the regiment across the Arno River. The training
completed, the 39th Engineer Combat Group, with attached troops, was prepared to
train the 337th and 338th Infantry Caﬂxﬂ,Teams.

SECTIG»VII
The Tactical Situatlon
April brought the attack that ended the war in Itmly. An engagement on the
Comacchio split on 2 April raised the curtain, Three days later, the 92nd Div,
drove into German positions in the coastal area. Massa was taken, then Carrara,
the marble town., On April 9, the Eighth Army, which hdd been slowly advancing for
some time, intensified its attack. On 14 April, IV Corps launched the beginning
of the main 5th Army assault towards Vergato. II Corps jumped off 48 hours later,
The line-up for the attack was as follows: '
IV Corps = 1ct Armored Division
10th Mountain Division
Brazilian Expeditionary Force

II Corps - 6th South African Armored Division
88th Infantry Division
34th Infantry Division '
91st Infantry Division -

Fifth Army - 92nd Infantry Division
4i2nd Regimental Combat Team

As the attack progressed, the 85th Division was cammitted in the center of the
line in the IV Corps sector. The Germans retreated, fighting every inch. Beyond
Vergato, the 5th Army made better progress as it reached the downward slopes of




the Appennines, On 20 April, Bologna fell.

. Bologna had been the goal of the September attack. It had remalned within sight
of the Americans all winter. .Its capture opened up a new and entirely different
phase of the Italian campalgn. Deprived of their mountain defenses, the Germans
were forced to shift their retreat into high gear. The Po Valley road net was so
large it was impossible to do much effective cratering or bridge demolition,
Finally, the withdrawal became a rout, All of the bridges over the Po had been
destroyed by the Allied Air Force and many Germans and vast amounts of German equip-
ment were stranded on the river's south bank.,

The first orossing of the Po by the 5th Army took place on 24 April at San Ben=
edetto against: only minor resistance, In the western Appennines, the Germans pul-
led out to avoid being trapped and La Spezia was occupied without opposition. Fol-
lowing the crippling losses sustained by the enemy before and durlng the river cros-
sing, swift Allied thrusts were made te Verno, Brescia and Bergamo. The enemy
forces were decisively split. The Germans were unable to muster enough force to
try even a temporary stand in their well prepared positions alang the Adige River,

There was nothing for the enemy to do now but surrender: full, final uncondition-
al surrender of all German and Italian armies in Italy and the Austrian Tyrols The
possibility of a last-ditch stand in the Alps had been ellminated.

The surrender in Italy came on 2 May 1945, To the dirty, unshaven, dog-tired
veterans of the Italian Campaign, Victory Day for all Europe (8 May) was only an
anti-climax,

The entire 39th Engineer Combat Group, commanded by Colonel Thomas C. Green,
spent the first days of April at the Peninsular Base Section Staging Area #3 near
Pisa, training for river crossing. On 7 April, the 404th Combat Battalion returned
to Castiglione in the II Corps sector, to be followed by the 643rd Combat Battalion
and 3%th Engineer Group Headquarters on 13 April. The remainder of the month was
a series of lang moves,

At the Po, the 643rd Battalion crossed the 88th Division and 757th Tank Bat~
talion at Ostiglia by Quonset barges, and infantry support rafts, until the bridge
by the 169th Battalisn was constructed. An infantry support raft was built with=-
out clamps or side rails using rope and twenty-penny nails. This raft held up for
six days and carried jeeps and 1% ton trucks.,

The 6th South African Division was crossed at Sermide, aided by Campany "A" of
the 643rd Battalion. The 404th Battalion crossed the 362nd Regiment, 91st Divisian
using single and double assault tcats. Troops crossed were supported by DUKW's,
LVT's and infantry support rafts. Company "A" of the 404th was attached to the
1108th Group for barge operation at S. Benetto. )

On the Adige River, the 643rd Battalion helped cross the 88th Diwvision near S,
Glovanni south of Verona., One Class 30 raft was made out of captured enemy material
with prisoner of war labor, Vehicles were carried on Italian ferries and German
barges powered by DUKW's. The 404th Battalion supported the 316th Engineers again
and operated rafts for the 91st Division's crossing of the Adige. _

On 2 May, the 3%th Group moved fram Vicenza to Bassano, and after one day thers,
went on to Fonasco, By 6 May, it was at Trento.

After the Adige River was passed, the main work was opening up the routes of
supply in northern Italy, One Bailey bridge was built near Bassano, 150 yards fram
the river, and rolled down a narrow road with only one-inch clearance to the
launching site. The other half of the same bridge was built in place and not
launched at all,

On the termination of the British Increment's attachment to Engineer Head-
quarters, Lt, Col. Bs B, Smith wrote: "The closing days of the section were chiefly
occupied in preparing histories and reports for various headquarters, and in de-
stroying evidence of many crimes camitted in the name of operational necessity of
maintaining the closest possible liaison with the American staff., It would have
been impossible to secure any degree of coordinated effort between British and
American engineer troops had the staff not worked as an integral part of the en-
glneer Headquarters,"




After the end of the war, the Adjutant General of 5th Army released figures of
Engineer casualities incorred since the landing at Salernc. The following figures
include both officers and enlisted men:

Killed in action 597
Died from injuries received in action 140
Non-battle deaths _94

Total killed o o .8 »'s s 831
Seriously wounded in action 786
Lightly wounded in action 1,860

Total wounded , ® o o o 8 o ] O
Taken Prisoner of War 36
Missing in action 30

Total casualties 3,540




PICK AND SHOQVEL BOYS
CCvLAT ENGLWEERS PERFORM DOUBLE DUTY IN SICILY

-

vIT3 AMERICAN FORCES IN SICILY=-- With an ever steady flow of American troops
pouring into the island the combat engineers have resumed their jobs of dealing Wlth
the mine menace and repairing the damage done by enemy demolitions., But for four days
at™er landing in the first wave of the invasion they were frontline fighters,

Not that mixing it with the Boche is new to them; they are trained to fight and
each man is expected to be an expert with the rifle as with the bulldozer, as rug=-
ged with the antitank gun as with the pneumatic drill, they are proud of their title-
ccmbat engineers.,

WITH THE RANGERS

A detailed account was revealed of how cne battalion of 39th combat enginecrs,
commanded by Maj. Stanley W. Dziuban, west Point grcdu—tv and native of Yonkers, .Y,
went in with the Rangers at Gela end _ought side by sice with them until the initial
success of the operation had been assured., In four days of fighting this outfit
knocked cut six medium “anks with their lignt antitank guns and rifle grenades and
forced some 30 other mediums to turn away from their objectives., In the first two
days 2lone the cormbat engineers captured meore than 800 prisoners.

Unfortunately there were no war correspondents with this outfit during their days
of combat and therefore the fighting deeds of these Yanks are only recorded in the
diary of the battalion adjutant, 1st. Lt. Carl J. Steriaer, of Evanston, I11l, But even
the bare facts written in cold n111tar3 erms tell a story of hercie bravery that was
not exceeded arywhere z2long the Sicilien coagt that grey dawn of July 10,

Here is thzat stcry:
PRISONERS

"Sgt. Harold Gilbert of Manchester, Kr7.: Tock eight priscners, including two cf=-
ficers, out of a pillbox at Gelsz. This pilltc: had previcusly held up two compamies.

"Lt. Dee Raker, Fairview, Oklahoma: Knocked cut a tank in the streets of Gela,
His crew were Cpl. Gecrge Bzker, of VWest Virginia; Cpl. Paul Vashburn, Loganspcrt, Pa.
Pvt, Arthur Clifton, Bryan, Chio; Pvt. Olaf Randehl, Camp Bridge, Wisconsin; and
Pvt. Henry Fine of Orbisonda, Pa.

"Lt, Chestes Misiewicz, of Grand Papids, rtfich., commanded six half-tracks which on
the second dey advanced in the face of heavy mortars and mobile artillery, over-run=-
ning Italian positicne and roundirg up some 500 prisoners, On the third they rounded
up another 300 nf the enemy.

"Cpls Lester C. Hoffman, of San Antcnio, Texas, single handedly stormed a pill box
capturing its cvew of five and all their supplies; SOSgt. James Payne, of Owensburo,
Ky.; anc Flca. John R, Serrin, of Kokomo, Ind. took over an eremy 75mm. field piece
and three prisoners, killing one wher he tried to escape., &

Jo. Fo

COPIED FROM TAE STARS AND STRIPES WEEKLY, dated Saturday, August 14, 1943

(In possession of Arthur Clifton, Biyan., Ohio)




39th Combat Engrs. Act
_, As Inf. In Emergency

WITH THE 5TH ARMY, Jan. 29—When the history of the
Itallan campaign is written with full attention to the factors

contributing to its success units

Regiment will gain additional laurels.
The organization i& more than a construction unit. It is

a double-threat outfit that can bulld bridges, repair roads, per-

form all other normal engineer

as infantry. Currently, it is keeping Highway 65 open. This is

like the 39th Engineer Combat

functions, and then do a turn

the route which serpentines4

shrough the Apennines between
Florence and Bologna and which
suffered the ravages of combat
before undergoing attacks by
snow and sleet '

The task of keeping Route 65
open climaxes two years of front-
line engineering and infantry serv-
ice for the 39th Engineers. For
their many accomplishments, they
have won commendations from two
armies, a corps and three infantry
divisions. Commanded by Col.
Thomas E Green of Austin, Texas,
the 39th Fngineers functioned as
line infantrymen on three Medi-
terranean beachheads in addition
to their other duties with bull-
dozers, picks and shovels.

DULL TASKS

For several months after land-
ing at Oran, Algeria, during Janu-
ary, 1943, the regiment fulfilled
prosaic assienments in Algeria and
Morocco, but in July of that year
it received an infantry mission.
The reviment's 1st Battalion landed
with the Rangers on D-day at
Gela, Sicily, and soon was joined
by the other two battalions. The
regiment cleared six minefields,
built 97 bypasses and shoved rub-
ble from <even towns during the
38-day campaign.

At Salerno. the 1st Battalion
was agair employed as infantry,
particinatinz in the bitter beach-
head fichting and sutsequent ac-
tion. The other two thirds of the
regiment 1oined. the 5th Army in
time for the first crossing of the
Volturno River. Assault boats car-
rying the attacking 3d Infantry
Qindclan, were piloted across the
Volturno by the 39th Encincers,
who also built one of the first
treadway bridees across this fire-
swept, swift-flowing stream.

In the 1943 winter drive to Ven-
afro and Miznano, the unit main-
tained a lively schedule of bridge-
building, mine-sweeping and opens
ing of{ dminaged routes abreast of
the advancing 5th Army Infantry-
men.

ACTED AS INFANTRY

The regiment again played an
infantry role on the radio beach-
head where it landed on Jan. 24,
1944 It held the right flank along
the Mussolini Canal until relieved
by the Ist Special Service Force.
Reverting to engineer duties again,
it strung 90 miles of concertina
and planted a belt of 40.000 mines
while the Krauts shelled and pot-
shotted them from nearby posi-
tions. During one of many clashes
with enemy patrols, 1st Lt. Stephen
8. Bydlik of Dearborn, Mich., and
2 party ot engineers liquidated 10
Germans and freed two captured
comrades.

Bulldozers of the 39th helped to
carve new roads at the beachheads.
One bulldozer operator, Pvt. Rich-
ard W. Harlon of Pawhuska,
Okla.. interrupted his work to cap-
ture a patrol of 17 Germans who
crawled too close to the engineer-
ing project. Another of the unit's
accomplishments at the beach-
head was the construction of an
80-foot Bajley Bridge across =

V-4 Is Real Thing,
Swedish Reports Say

STOCKHOLM, Jan. 29 (AP)—
Reports published here that a
refugee German who claimed to
be a V weapon engineer gave
Swedish authorities details about
the alleged Nazi V-4 projectile
Intended to strike against Amer-
fca were confirmed today by the
official Swedish news agency.
Later, an authorized spokesman
said that he was no longer in
Sweden, “but has disappeared
eastward "

One Swedish newspaper car-
ried the story that the engineer
was Professor Hartmann, one of’
Hitler's outstanding armor ex-
perts. whn supposedly came to
Sweden after clashing with high
Nazis.

among the first troops to enter the
destroyed port of Piombino, which
they opened in four days and op-
erated for 30 days before return-
ing to more familiar tasks—in the
front lires.

Moving up to Florence after
clearing the road from Prato, the
39th threw a 410-foot Balley Bridge
across the Arno while Germans
were still holding the northern half
of the city. Bullt under shellfire
in five days. this bridge is still
in use.

Col. Green’s men kept Route 65|

open while the Gothic Line was
being plerced and surmounted
many maintenance difficulties.
When the upper route washed out
in five localities the 38th patched
up all five pcints and freed traffic
in less than a day. Wading in
mud and icy water to his hips. 8-
Sgt. Bbilliua 8. ‘Hoobs of etroit
directed his platoon in another op-
eration in constructing a two-way
timber trestle bridge beneath a
treadway bridge, employing an en-
tirely original and ingenious
method of switching bridges. As
a result, vital traffic was stopped
only for a matter of minutes.

The records kept by Maj. Grant
K. Borg of Salt Lake City, regi-
mental 8-3, show that the 39th
Engineers have to their credit, in
Italy alone, 125 bridges, 77 by-
passes, 123 culverts, 24 major road-
blocks. T airstrips and one floating
footbridge—along with approxi-
mately 450 Purple Hearts.

New Governor General
Arrives In Australia

SBYDNEY, Jan. 29—The Duke of
Gloucester has arr.ved In Australia
to take up his duties as Governor
QGeneral, Prime Minister John Cur-
tin announced today.

The Duke, the Duchess and their
children made the trip from Eng-
land in a passenger liner carrying
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nerves of Uncle Bud II who didn’t cotton to the ori
tempered rooster even though it was stuffed. Helping
tain, who smuggled the mascot of the "Fighting Cock
. Salvatore E. Noto of
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Soﬁ Of A Gun

WITH THE 57TH FIGHTER
GROUP, Jar. 20—0Uncle Bud II
came home today, the gift of Hal
P. Monahan, Sr. of Lake Placid,
N. Y., in memory of his son who

is cocky, ill-tempered, fighting son-
of-a-gun of & rooster and that's
the way the boys like him.
When Col. Phil Cochran, former
commander of the "Fighting Cock™
Squadron asked Milt Caniff, creator
of "Terry and the Pirates” to
design the original Uncle Bud, he
sald, "I don't care what you come
up with, Milt, just so long as he's
a fighting son of a gun.”

Caniff chose the rooster, and
Uncle Bud the First came overseas
with the squadron and followed it
from the hectic days of the North
African campaign until he was
killed by a jeep last September. Lt.
Col. Gilbert O. Wymond of Detroit,
the squadron’s present commander,
wrote to Caniff and asked him to
assist in finding a replacement.
Caniff passed the plea along to
the readers of his comic strip and
from the theusands of replies re-
ceived, he chose that of Monahan,
Sr., who a“kea that he be allowed
to sponsor the rooster {n memory
of his son.

Republic Aviation Corp., whose
P-47s the "Fighting Cocks” fly ‘n
combat, obtained the rooster and
at a midafternoon ceremony during

don

tha "factnrv" area (n

Anstraliar. and New Zealand troops

the emblovees' rest period. Monahan

was killed fi ' §r.~ with the "Fight-
Tz ooy b -
Like his pr\ e Bud

Of A Roo.

Carries On 57th’s Trac

—C rations and fruit
officers managed to s¢
Uncle Bud II has alr
himself a "Fighting
first official act upon
TR ton ~ o
At the officers club,
troduced to Uncle Buc
believed by members o
ron to be the "mea
alive,” mounted in a
in a glass cage. The
immediately lashed ot
truder with his long sj
to be pulled away from
Sald one pilot, "He's
that Old Bud himself.

Prosecufion Ask
In Bulgar Reg

SOFIA, Jan. 29—Tt
tence was demanded
prosecutor today at th
mer Bulgarian Regent
Bogdan Filcv and G
Meilchov, ali cliarged
the pelitieal, Intarests.
many.

The prosecution a
e dagll seplence 1o
isters Ivan Bagrian
General Russen and
anov, as well as Slav
who died recently.

The prosecution ba:



