










































When the regiment was attached to II Corps on 27 July, road work was again its 
assignment, mainly in the Pecci oil, Kontarno, and Castelfalfi sect ore. This work 
continued through August, and September. Fran the time of the breakthrough fran the 
'beachhead, the 39th constructed twelve Class 40 Ba.iley bridge, tOtalling 1,2)0 
liheal feet, fourteen Class 40 timber bridges totalling 6)2 feet, four treachray 
bridges tota..lling 675 feet, twenty-seven culverts, twenty-eight bypasses, two fords 
and five airstrips. 

Canpa.ny "B" spent the pericxi fran 17 August to 5 September in training. Bridges 
were stressed, and trestle treadway, floating trea.dway, infantry footbridges a.nd 
Bailey bridges utilizing the Bailey pier were studied. As September arrived, Ccm­
pa.ny "D" was occupied with the construction of e. Class 40, 410 foot triple-double 
Ba.iley bridge across the Arpo west of Florence, and Canpa.nies "D" and "P' were 
busy clearing the city of rubble and debris. 

SECfiCN VI 
Although the attack which was supposed to end the war in Ita.l.y came in Sept., 

the roots of it were based in the' late summer months, It was at that time that 
the planning of the operation was begun and the participating units maneuvered in­
to position. The 91st Divisi.on had reached the Arno River at Pontedera on 18 July, 
Leghorn had fallen the following day; the J4th Division had entered the southern 
half of Pisa en 23 Julyr the 8th Army had occupied Florence an 22 August, The 
British Corps, with the 8th Indian, 1st and 78th British Infantry Divisions, 
a.nd 6th British Armored Division, was put under 5th Army control, 

The Arno was the barrier all along the 5th Anny front, an obstacle which had 
been crossed at only a few points, an obstacle which had to be overcane before the 
Army could strike at the Germans in their strongly fortified natural defenses of 
the Gothic Line • Experience at Salerno, the V olturno, the Garigliano a.nd Anzio, 
had proved that e.rry assault an carefully prepared German positions had to be well 
planned, and had to be executed with an overwhelming superiority of arms. To 
achieve surprise, a deception scheme, showing a build-up in the Pontedera area was 
inaugurated in August qy the engine•rs. Actually, the strong 5th Army forces were 
to attack fran the Florence area, a..fter a feint made by the 8th Arrzy along the 
Adriatic coast. __ · 

The. attack bega.n as (the official starting date of the Northern AF­
pennine Campaign was 1 September). The 5th A..nny engineers bridged the A.rno at 
numerous spots, as the troops crossed the river the last of August and the 
first part of September. Rapidly the drive went up Highway 165 until by 10 Sept. 
the Gpthic Line had been reached., high in ilie Northern Appermines. Here the y.J.th, 
85th, 88th a.nd 91st Divisions ran up against the strongest defenses yet encountered 
in Italy. Artillery and direct tank and tank destroyer .fire did little damage to 
the deeply dug-in paratroopers and infantry. But the Gothic Line was broken and 
the troops were beyond Futa Pass by 17 September (about the time the fall rains 
be ga.n a gain) , · 

Yet the fighting was still hard.. There were still 28 German divisions in Italy, 
and they contested every hill, fighting stubbonliy rmtil ll Corps was stopped with­
in sight of Bologna, the innnecliate objective. The wind, snow, rain and mud of the 
J\ppennines helped, but it- was. the German soldier who stopped the attack. 

Trails were pushed the slippery slopes, the few highways in the sector were 
opened, demolished. bridges gapped everywhere, and mud sloughs rocked rmtil passable • 
The rains, which began in September, increased in October. By 3 November, all 
gul.lies were rivers . and the rivers virtual floods. · Bridges were swept 

. out through.out the 5th Arnzy sector, but eriatigh remained to prevent the crippling 
of Cctmllunications. Waters of the Arno lapped the lower sides of B iley bridgos, 
as the river rose to a height unequalled in 99 years and 51 weeks, A 

The tactical situation became static, and ccrnbat was ti.mi.ted to artillery duels 
and patrol clashes. Preparations were made for an attack about the beginning of 
1945, but was prevented by a German attack in the Serchio River Valley in IV Corps 
sector at Christmas time. Troops were 'rapidly switched to moet the threat, and it 
was soan stopped. 



/ ·''tr 
I•1 ~t. -.::.·ll&l7 1 2 limited objective attacks were made in the ·rv Corps area, ane in 

the coastal sector north of Viaregglo l:Ji . the 92nd Division, and. one by the 10th 
Mountnin Divisim,·· in the Mount Belved~re-Mo.W'lt Torraccio sector. · · 

AlJ spring approached, preparations ·were made once again for an attack. Sup­
lies were built up, troops rested ilnd re-equipped, units regrouped and artillery 
moved into position. --As April crune.- the offensive was ready for the go ahead sign, 

After the Arne River had been crossed and the forces were moving northward, the 
)9th Engineer Canbat Regiment, cOOIII)8Jlded by Colcnel Thcmas c. Green, began to con­
struct the longest bridge the unit hAd ever built. It was across the Arno River a.t 
florence and w'as a Class 40 Bailey of triple-double construction, 410 feet lang. 
There were ) spans, 140 feet, 1)0 feet arid 140 feet in length. The origi.na.l piers 
were sound, ,so they were merely levelled off and Bailey crib-type supports put on 
top and cE!llented in place, · 

A cableway was constructed to get the necessary material frau the shore out to 
the piers. A truck winch cable was run out to a. pole near the stone pier. Cll this 
was a snatch blcick and line. The materials were moved out to the pier on the cable­
way, and lowered down to the pier by slackening the winch cable. The block was re­
turned to the shore by means of the attached line. The tops of the Bailey cribs 
were finished off with the standard crib-capsill, over which was placed a deck of 
8 X E3 timbers. Base plates were secured t ·o this deck, 

The approaches were cut into the banks, and the bridge launched at such a level 
that the ramp approaches were practica.lly horizontal. The bridge was orgina.lly 
launched as a triple-single bridge and the second story added later by two working 
parties. The launching was acccrnplished by the winch of a 4 ton truck. Ai'ter the 
second story was ccrnpleted, the span was broken over the piers, thus reducing the 
danger of too great stress or strain. . 

As this bridge was being constructed, · the 39th had other units following the ad­
vance. Along with the 19th Engineers, it supported the progress of the II Corps 
clivisioM.l units. The 39th was generally west of the 19th, and followed up the 
main supply route, Highway #6620. Frcxn Prato, the unit moved up the highway to 
Vernia, · . 

Cl1 17 September, the 39th began the construction of a road designed to oonnect 
the main supp~ routes, #6620 and #65, as well as the secondary sup~ road, Route 
16525 frc:m Sesto through Barbarino. From the town of Cavallino on Route 16525 to 
the town of Hontecuccoli, there was a poor one-way road. From Montecuccoli on west 
to the village of Cerbia on Highway 116620, there was only a mule pack trail, Work 
was started on both ends of this system, and in 5 days a t><o-way road for 2t ton 
truck traffic was completed. 

Throughout September and October, the work of supporting the forward .troops con­
tinued • Thirteen Bail~y bridges were built totalling 920 feet, all Class 40. 
Twelve trestle treadway bridges, also Class 40, were constructed. Twenty-five 
steel culverts \-rere placed, as well as a dozen wooden box culverts. Twenty-four 
bypasses were built, and one cub airstrip, ss the 39th Engineer Combat Regiment 
moved up to its northernmost positions for the winter of 1944-45. 

Work was done on Highways .#6620 and #65, as well as the importnat and difficult 
connecting roads through S. Benedett'o and Monzuno. Ch the road to Monzuno flocm 
Loiano, n 120 .{oot triple-single Bailey bridge was built in mid-November at the 
site of a civilian bridge, thus eliminating the low crossing of the Savena River, 
At this same time, the regiment began to prepare for cold weather. The. camn.and post 
moved back_ to a location 1-! miles south of Lo.iano, and all the units began build­
ing semi-permanent quarters. 

To prepare the roads for snow, markers were erected, gravel 9tockpiled along the 
roods and two snowposts and one sulrsnowpost set up and operated. Also in Nov. 1 
all personnel of the · regiment were given 9 days of rest at Hontecatini. Ch 15 Dec,, 
Company ''A" began constructing buildings B.nd repairing roods ii? the II Corps Ccmmand 
Post area near Pietramala. 

Ch 27 December, Cc:mpany "A" with the rest _of the 1st I?attalion, was moved to the 
IV Corps sector near S&zl Giuliano and was attached to that headq'f&rlers for opera..O. 
tion_,. 
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The bat talion was .given .the missioo of securing and holding all dumpe in the 
vicinity of Pisa 1n case of .an eneli\Y breakthrough, The J9th placed charges for 
demolitions on all bridges and culverts And began regular engineer road woric, 
Canpa.ny ''B" constructed a 210 foot trestle tre8.d.way bridge across the Sercldo River 
n"ar Lucca, which required the building of a 350 foot dyke to divert the stream, 
It was necessary to build a road to the bridge and approximately 5,000 cubic yards 
of gravel was moved, · 

The 1st Battlaion returned to· the II Corps · on 11 Janu.e.n" and began transforming 
Route 16530 fran s. Andrea to Highway 165 into a two-way road for future opeera­
tions, The :f,'irst 2 weeks of January had been cold, and about JO inches of snow 
fell in the )9th Regiments area, which put a big work burden on the snow stations, 
Many disabl9d vehicles were recovered, and the snow plows, dozers and graders were 
1n use coni;.inually to keep the assigned roads open, · 

&amdrl.le, the 1st Battalion spent part of its time preparing defensive posi­
tions and preparing bridges for demolition. The road work was made difficult the 
last part of ,January because of the thaw, The snmr posts were now engageq in pul­
ling vehicles out of the mud, C!1 22 Februe..ry, the regiment (less the 2nd Battalion) 
moved Jt rni],es west of Pisa to the Puninsular Base Section Staging area 13, to 
train in river operatiops, Company "A" of the 15.54th Heavy Ponton Battalion .and 
6 Brockway trucks with equipment and crews from the 1029th Engineer Treadway, Bridge 
Company were attached to the regiment for duty, · · 

On ~ March 1945, the 39th Engineer Combat R giment was reorganized and rede­
signated tile 39th Engineer Combat Group. The lst Battalion of the regiment was 
named the 404th Engineer Combat Battalion and the 2nd Battalion the 643rd Engineer 
CCI!lbat Battalion. The 64Jrd remained in· the II Corps area uhtil 28 March, when 
the battalion moved down to join the rest of the 39th Group at the .Arno River near 
Pisa for river crossing training. 

The 404th, at the training area west of Pisa, trained with the 25 ton ponton 
,raft, the infantry support raft, tlle stormboat, the assault boat and tile Quonset 
barge, When finished wi til training, a night problem was staged on 19 March. The 
three letter companies of th~ 404th transported a mock infantry assault task force, 
consisting of the remainder of the regiment across the Arno River, The training 
completed, the 39th Engineer Combat Group, with attached troops, was prepared to 
train the J37th and JJ8th Infantry Canbat Teams, · 

SECTI~ VII 
The Tactical Situation 

April brought the attack that ended the war in Ita..'J_y, - An engagement on the 
Ccmacchio split on 2 April raised the curtain, Three days later, the 92nd Div, 
drove into German positions in the coastal area. &ssa was taken, then Carrara, 
the marble town. lli April 9, the Eighth Army, which had beeh slowly advancing for 
same time, int(lnsified its attack. Ch 14 April, IV Corps launched the beginning 
of the main 5th Army assault 'towards Vergato, II Corps jumped off 48 hours later, 
The line-up for the attack was as follows: 

IV Corps 1st Armored Division 

II Corps 

10th Motmtain Division· 
Brazilian Expeditionary Force 

6th South African Armored Division 
88th Infantry Division 
)4th Infantry Division 
91st Infantry Division 

Fifth Army - 92nd Infantry Division 
442nd Regimental C,dmbat Toam 

As the attack progressed, the 85th Division was c~tted in the center of the 
line in the IV Corps sector. Tho Germans retreated, fighting fJVery inch, Beyond 
Verga to, the 5th Aney made better pr o~;ress as it r eached the downward slopes of 
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the Appennines. <n. 20 April, Bologna feU. 
Bologna had been the goal. of the September attack. It had rems.ined wi~ sight 

of the Americans all winter. , Its capture opened up a new and enti~ly different 
phase of the Italian campaign. Deprived of their mountain defenses, the Germans 
were forced to shift their retreat into high gear. The Po Valley rOAd net was so 
large it was impossible to do much effective cratering or bridge demolition, 
Finally, the withdrawal became a rout. All of the bridges aver the Po had been 
destroyed by the Allied Air Force and many Germans and vast amounts of German equip-
ment were stranded on the river's south bank • · 

The first orossing of the Po by the 5th Army took place on 24 April at San Ben­
edetto against · ooJ.y ndnor resistance. In the western Appennines, the Germans pul­
led out to avoid being trapped and La Spezia was occupied without opposition •. Fol­
lowing the crippling losses sustained by the enemy before and during the river cros­
sing, swift Allied thrusts were made to Verno, Brescia and Bergamo. The enenzy­
forces were decisively spli:t. The Germans were unable to muster enough force to 
try even a tempora.ry stand in their well prepllred posi lions along the Adige River, 

There was nothing for the enemy to do now but surrendera full, final uncondition­
al surrender of all German and Italian armies in Italy and .the Austrian Tyrol, The 
possibility of a last-ditch stand in the Alps had been eliminated, 

The surrender in Ita.ly came ,on 2 May 1945. To the dirty, unshaven, dog-tired 
veterans of the Italian CampAign, Victory Day for all Europe (8 May) was only an 
anti-climax, 

The entire 39th Engineer Combat Group, commanded by Colonel Thomas C. Green, 
spent the first days of April at the ·. Peninsular Base Section Staging Area IJ near 
Pisa, training for river ·crossing. On 7 April, the 4o4th Combat Battalion returned 
to Castiglione in the II Corps sector, to be followed by the 64Jrd Combat Battalion 
and )9th Engineer Group Headquarters on 1) April. The remainder of the month was 
a series of long mCNes, 

At the Po, the 64Jrd Battalion crossed the 88th Division and 757th Tank Bat­
talion at Ostiglia by Quonset barges, and infantry support rafts, liDtil the bridge 
by the !69th Battalitrn was constructed. An infantry support raft was built with­
out clamps or . side rails using rope and twenty-penny nails. This raft held up for 
six days and carried jeeps and H· ton trucks. 

The 6th South African Division was crossed at Sennide, aided by Company "A" of 
the 64Jrd Battalion. The 404th Battalion crossed the J62nd Regiment, 91st Division 
using single and double assault boats. Troops crossed were supported by DUKW' s. 
LVT' s and infantry support rafts. Company ••A'' of the 4-04th was attached to the 
1108th Group for barge operation at S. Benetto. 

On the Adige River, the 64Jrd Battalion helped cross the 88th Di~sion near s. 
GiCNanni south of Verona. <Xla Class JO raft was made out of captured enemy material 
with prisoner of war labor, Vehicles were carried on Italian · ferries and German 
barges powered by DUKW' s ._ The 404th Battalion supported the )16th Engineers again 
and opera~ed rafts for the 91st Division's crossing of the Adige. 

On 2 May, the J9th Group moved frcm .Vicenza to Bassano, and after . one day there, 
went on to Fonasco. By 6 May, it was at Trento. · 

After the Adige River was passed, the main work was opening up the routes of 
supply in northern Italy. <Xle Bailey bridge was built near Bassano, 150 yards frcm 
the river, and rolled dowr a narrow road with only one-inch clearance to tee 
launching site. The other half of the same bridge was built in place and not 
launched at all. 

On the termination of the British Increment's attachment to Engineer Head­
quarters, Lt, Col. B. B. Smith wroter "The closing days of the section lolere chiefly 
occupied in preparing histories and reports for various headquarters, and in de­
str~g evidence of many· crimes committed in the name of operational necessity of 
maintaining the closest possible liaison with the American staff. It would have 
been impossible to secure any degree of coordinateri effort between British and 
American engineer troops qad the staff not worked as an integral part of the en­
gineer Headquarters." 
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After the end of the war, the Adjutant General of 5th Army released figures of 
Engineer casualities incurred since the landing at Salerno, The following figures 
include both officers and enlisted menz 

Killed in action 
Died from injuries received in action 
Non- battle deaths 

- Total killed • • • • • • • • 
Seriously wounded in action 
Lightly wounded in action 

Total wounded • • • • • • • 
Taken Prisoner of War 
~ssin g in action 

Total casualties 

597 
140 
...2!± 
831 
786 

1,860 
2 646 , 

36 
30 



PICK AND SHOVEL BOYS 
r.c.~vS:'\'I' ENtL.~JEERS Pf.:t.FORJvl DOUBLE DUTY IN SICILY 

'r.1T:i A.:MZRICAH FORCES IN SICILY-- With ~n ever steady flow of American troops 
pouring into the island the combat engineers have resumed their jobs of dealing ~rnth 
the mine m8nace and repairing the d~~nge done by enemy demolitions, But f or f oux days 
a"~er la~±ing in the first wave of the invasion they were frontline fighters. 

!1ot that mixing it with the Bodle is new to them; they are tra..ined. to figh t and 
e~ch man is expected to be an expert with the rifle as with the bulldozer, as ru €­
ged with the antitank gun as with the pneumatic drill, they are proud of their title­
c cmbat engineers . 

WITH T:lli RANGSRS 

A detailed acc ount vias revealed of ho~rr one oc:.ttalion of J9:.h combat engineE: rs, 
commanded by haj . St.anl ey ~-J . Dziu'oa:1, ·..:ost Poi"!+, t:rc.dua..te n.nd native of Yo!"'J<:ers, I': .Y. 
uent in >-ri th the Rn.~ge rs at Gela a.nd ~ought s:'. c.e by sic.e \'."".l. th them until the ir,i tial 
success of the operation hd.d been assurd . • In :our days of ::'ighting this outfit 
knocked out six madiu:n ":. 'o.nks 1.-Ji th their li f"ht 2.nti tan1< guns 211d rifle gren~des an::i 
f orced s oma JO othe r mediums to turi1 av'D.Y lro:Ti :.hsir objecti ·,·es. In the first two 
da;ys al one tl:.e conba'S engineers captured l''IO:'G than 800 p:>:::~oners. 

l.Jnfortu"lately the r 0 waro no Yar cmre s:f~oncents with this outfit during their days 
of co:1b2.t and there:ore the fightinr; devdc of t!-lese Yanks are only recorded in the 
diar~r of the batt2.lion adjuto.nt, 1st. Lt. Carl J. Ster~1er. of Evanston, Ill. But even 
the b?.re fE.cts uritter. in c old miljtary -:orr.!s tell a story of heroic br<>.very that was 
not e::cee::!e::i ac~:;-vr:-1e~e along tho SiciliC'n c 'Ja .:,t th'l.t g-.ccy daw:'l of July 10. 
Here is t hc:t st cr;v: 

PHISW:cRS 

"Sgt. E2.r ol d Gilbert of l"~c:.nchestor, I(r ,: T 'JC k eicht pd.s oners, 2-ncluding two of­
fic e: rs, out of a pillbox at GBJ.~, This pilltc:: h P.d. '?roviously helc'. up two companies, 

"Lt. D9e Baker, FairvieH, OkJ.ah o.!11a: Kn oc 1cod out a t<mk in the streets of Gela, 
His crew ~r:ere Cpl. Gecrge i32.ke:-, of !:.'est Vi:rp::-Ji .-9. ; Cpl. Paul v.'ashburn, Loganspcrt, Pa. 
P..rt, Arthur Clifton, Bryan, Ohio: Pvt" 012..f R:mda.hl~ CnnJp B!'idge, Hisconsin; and 
Pvt. Her-ry Pine of Orbis onda, Pa. 

"Lt, Chestes Misie wicz., of Gra.nd P.apids, r-'ich,, co~anded six half-tracks which on 
the second d2.y ad'.ranced in the face of heavy mortars and mobile artillery, over-run­
ning I tal:. an p osi ti OnE' 2.nd r ouniing up c ('~8 500 :;_)risoners, On the third they rounde:l 
up anothel' JOO of the enemy. 

"Cpl. Lester C. Hoff!1m, of S211 .AJ1tonio, 'l'ex&s, single handedly stormed a pill box 
capt'll.!'ing its ~:--eT..; of five ani all their supplies; S 0 Sgt. James Payne, of Owensb'.'!rO, 
Ky.; anc F:c. John R. Serrin, of Kokomo, Ind. took over an enemy 75~t"J. field p2.ece 
and three priso;1ers 1 killing one 1-.her. he t.cied to escape, 

J • F • 

COPIED FROH TBE STARS AND STRIPES WEE.IC~, dated Saturday, August 14-, 194-J 

(1::1 poss9Gsion of Arthur Clifton~ B1ya~. Ohio) 



39th Co1nbat E1tgrs. Act 
As· lnf. In ErrtergeJlcy 
WITH THE 5TH ARMY, Jan. 29-When the history of the 

Italian campaign is written with full attention to the !actors 
contributing to its success units Uke the 39th Engineer Combat 
Regiment wtli gain additional laurels. 

The organization ·IB more than a construction unit. It is 
a double-threat outfit that can buUd bridges, repair roads, per­
form all other normal engineer functions, and then do a tum 
B.B infantry. Currently, it is keeping Highway 65 open. This 1s 
the route which serpentine~+-------------­
~hrough the Apennines between 
Florence and Bologna and which 
suffered the ravages o! combat 
before undergoing attac.ks by 
§POW and sleet ' 

The task of keeping Route 65 
open climaxes two years of front­
line engin~"rln~ and Infantry serv­
ice for the 39th Engineers. For 
their many accomplishments. they 
have won commendations from two 
armies. a rorps and three Infantry 
divisions. Commanded by Col. 
Thomas E Green of Austin. Texas, 
the 39th En~neers functlorn>d as 
line infantrymen on three Medi­
terranean beachh'Ollds In addition 
to their other duties with bull­
dozers, picks and shovels. 

DULL TASKS 
For several months a!ter land­

ing at Oran. Algeria, during Janu­
ary, 1943. the regiment fulfilled 
prosaic assi«nments in Algeria and 
Moroc..::o. but in July of thaf year 
It received an Infantry mission. 
The rc'Timent·~ 1 ~t Battalion landed 

V-4 Is Real Thing, 
Swedish Reports Say 

STOCKHOLM, Jan. 29 <APJ­
Reports published here that a 
refugee German who claimed to 
be a V weapon ens;lneer gave 
S'01;ed1sh authxitles detalls about 
the all<'ged Nazi V-4 projecUle 
intended to strike against Amer­
Ica were conClrmed today by the 
official Swedish news agency. 
Later, an authorized spokesman 
said that he was no lon-ser In 
Sweden, "but has disappeared 
eastward" 

One Swedish newspaper car­
ried the story that the engineer 
was Professor Hartmann, one of· 
Hitler's outstanding armor ex­
perts. whn supposedly came to 
Sweden after clashing with high 
Nazis. 

with the Rangers on D-day at 
Gela, Sicily, and soon was Joined among the first troops to enter the 
by the other two battalions. The destroyed port of Piombino, which 
regiment cleared six mlneflelds. they opened In four days and op­
built 97 bypasses and shoved rub- erated for 30 days before return­
ble from «even towns during the 
38-day rampalgn . ing to more familiar tasks-in the 

At Salerno. the 1st Battalion front llr.es. 

Captain James Eubanks of Bronte, Texas soothes th 
nerves oi Uncle Bud II who didn't cotton to the ori 
tempered rooster even though it was stuffed. Helping 
tain, who smuggled the mascot of the "Fighting Cock 
roll into the country, are S-Sgt. Salyatore E. Noto of I 

and T-S,t. Charles J. Schlemmer of New York ( 

was aga!r employed as infantry, Moving up to Florence after 
partlr:ioatin:; In the bitter beach- clearing the road from Prato. the s 
head flghtin~ and sutsequent ac- 39th threw a 410-foot Salley Bridge or• Of A Gz·n Of A Roo. 
tlon . The other two thirds of the across the Arno while Germans ., ., 
regiment 1oined . the 5th Army In were still holding the n0rthern half 
time for the first crossing of the of the city. Built under shellflre Ca.rrl·es On .57t1t's Tral 
Volturno River. Assault bOats car- In five days. this bridge is still . 
rying the attacldng 3d Infantry in use. 
~t,.,\..<;W.~ 111ere piloted across the Col. Green's men kept Route 65 
Volturno oy the 39th Enctneers o~n while the Gothic Line wa~ 
who also built one of the first being pierced and surmounted WITH THE 57TH FIGHTER -C rations and frutt 
treadway brido:es across this !ire- many maintenance difficulties. GROUP, Jll.I'. 29-Uncle Bud ll officers managed to s< 
swept, swift-flowing stream. When the upper route washed out came home today the gift of Hal Uncle Bud n has air 
ft,In thed 1M94

1
3 wlnterthdrlve tO V«;n- ~ ~~e,11~Pl;~ ~d3~:!~~~~!J~ P. Monahan, Sr.' of Lake Placid. himself a "Fighting 

... ro an !!nano e unit mam- • . N y 1 ~· f his h · tained a Uvel ch d 1 f b 'd in less than a day. Wadmg tn · ., n mC! ... "ry o son w o first offlctal act upon 
lluilding mlnl-s.,~e:pl';,: ~nd z;: . g;;- mud and ley wat~r t.o bJs ~s, B- ),_wllB killed r; :...t,jr.;:- wi~ the "Fif;bt.- P-rat1& wa.s _t~~ a.. .n. 
~n~ <.( damaged routes abreasr;' of Sgt. Miltvti 6 . noobS of etrolt mg COCKSY .'::n W::Wt;... . ~ Ul"!! · tcnen. -
the advancing 5th Army Infantry- dt.re{;ted his platoon in another op- Like his ~"""".'!e!'5llle-O~ Bud At the officers club, 
men. · eration in constructing a two-way is cocky, lll-tempered, f!ghtmg son- traduced to Uncle Buc 

ttmber ,trestle bridge beneath a of-a-gun of a rooster and that's believed by members o 
ACTED AS INFA:!\"TR.Y treadway brld-se, employing an en- the way the boys like him. ron to be the "mea 

The regiment again played an tlre!y original and Ingenious When Col. Phil Cochran former alive," monnted In a f 
infantry role on the radio beach- method of switching bridges. As commander of the "Fighttn'g Cock" in a glass cage. The 
head where It landed on Jan. 24, a result, vital traffic was stopped Squadron asked Milt CanUf, creator Immediately lashed ot: 
1944 It held the right flank along only for a matter of minutes. of ''Terry and the Pirates," to truder with his long Sl 
the Mussolinl Canal until relieved The records kept by Maj. Grant design the original Uncle Bud, he to be pulled away from 
by the 1st Special Service Force. K. Borg of Salt Lake City, real- said, "1 don't care what you come Said one pilot. "He's 
Reverting to engineer duties again. mental 8-3, show that the 39th up with, Milt, just so long as he's that Old Bud himself. 
It strun~ 90 miles of concertina Engineers have to their credit, In a fighting son of a gun." 
and planted a belt of 40.000 mines Italy alone. 125 bridges, 77 by- Caniff chose the roooter, and 
whlle the Krauts shelled and pot-· passes, 123 culverts, 24 major road- Uncle Bud the First came overseas 
shotted them from nearby p061- blocks. 7 airstrips and one floating with the squadron and followed It 
tlons. During one of many clashes footbridge-along with approxi- from the hectic days of the North 
with enemy patrols, 1st Lt. Stephen mately 450 Purple Hearts. African campaign until he was 
B. Sydllk of Dearborn. Mich., and killed by a jeep last September. Lt. 

Prosecution Ask 
In Bulgar Regt 

11. party ot engineers liquidated 10 Col. Gilbert 0. Wymond or Detroit, 
Germans and !reed two <.aptured New Gove' rnor General the squadron's present commander SOFIA. Jan. 29-TI comrades. wrote to CanUf and asked him u; tence was demanded 

aundozt'rs of the ~9th helped to Arr'tves In AusJrall'a assist in nnding a replacement. prosecutor today at th ca .,_ th bea hh Canl!! passed tne plea along to mer Bulgarian Regent 
rve new roaw:. at e c eads. the readers of h1s comic strip and~ Bogdan Ftlcv and G 

One bulldozer operator, Pvt. Rlch- from the theusands of replies re- Mefchov. aU clrtrQ5er:i 
' ~~ .. ~ter~~~ tJ:! wo~:~~~ SYDNEY, Jan. 2~The Duke of ceived, he chose that ot Monahan,\.\'\~ ~1,.\.~l. l.n!~t:.I'.Sts. 

ture a patrol of 17 Germans woo Gloucester hM arr.ved tn Australia Sr., who a-ll:eC. that he be allowed many. 
crawled too close to the engineer- ~tall:!. U~~ls duties as Governor to sponsor tbe rooster 1n memory The prosecution a. 
lng project. Another of the unit's ner · e Minister John CUr- of his son. !k. 4«.Q.z -"!!'.a/~~ La< 
accompllshmomts at the bsach tin announced today. Republic Aviation Corp., whose ll!ters Ivan Bagrlan 
head was the construction of ~ The Duke. the Duchess and their P-47s the '.'Fighting Cocks" fly •n General Russen and 
80-foot Bailey Bridge acr06B a children made the trlp from Eng- combat. obtained the rooster and anov, as well as Slav 
---• •- •ha ''f'"'tnrv•• area In land in a passenger liner carrying at a mldafternoon ceremony during who died recently. 

Auo:t.T'AJtsu, IIJld New Zealand troops the employees' rest period, Monahan The pl"'Secutlon ba! 
. • ·~- .. ,__. ...._ f"'nn~" R'AV OD the BCCUSQtiCD th1 


