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regiment completely equipped itself as an Engineer Shore Regiment, loaded its
equipment aboard ships and then underteck the invasion rehearsal, only to have
the 531st Engineer Shore Regiment arrive for the invasion sbout a week befare
D~day. Its failure to participate in the invasion of ITALY was a severe blow
to the morale of the regiment, despite the fact it was not originally assigned

any mission but training.

With Fi :

VOLTURNO « GARIGLIANO Phases The regiment was again assigned te Fifth Army

12 November 1943, moved from ARCOLE, Algeria to ORAN, Algeria 13 November 1943,
exbarked on the 8 § DICKMAN 14 November 1943, and departed overseas the same
day to join the Fifth Army in ITALY, It arrived at NAPLES, Italy 17 November
1943, disembarked the same day and moved to BAGNOLI Staging Area where it
awaited the arrival of its equipment.

On 29 November 1943, Company C moved to the vicinity of TRIFLISCO on
special duty where it assisted in the operation of an Army Bridge Dump,
moving 18 December 1943 to the vicinity of VAIRANO on the same mission and
did not retwn to the regiment until 7 Jamuary 194k.

~ On 1, 2 and 3 December 1943, the regiment (less Company C) initially
noved to the rear of the 1ine GANCELLO = CAPUA = CASERTA as army engineer
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24 Doowmber 1903 shen alsmente vere noved slong and to the esst of Higwy 6,
Companies A, B and D, assisted by some 500 civilian laborers, undertook the
sninbensate of the route + AJ Rigows 6 and 7 = VAIRANO = RAVISCANINA = PRATELLO
sds and hard standings for gasoline

and the construction of Hospital entrances, ro
the clearance of mines and marking

dumps, the operation of numerous quarries,
s vhile

o pemoval and/or replacement of Bailey bridge

of mineflelds, and th
ook the construction of & 530" Bailey bridge over the

Companies E and F undert
VOLTURNO River nesr RAVISCANINA which became the longest Balley bridge wrected
1t consisted of 2 = 135! spans, 3 = 70" spana and tWo

balley panel bents, and was decked with 3309
of double single bailey bridginge
idge in memory of Corporal Russell B.

by Amerdecan troops.
approach spans, was supported on
of double double bailey bridging and 200!
This bridge was labelled the "MUIDORFF" Br

Mundorf? of Company F who was killed dwring the congtructione

This period of the regiment's sotivities with Fifth Army was perhaps the

most disheartening of ite entire
was cold and the roads, in most instances,

had been nearly destroyed by heavy traffic,
ditches, not running with water, were £411led to road level with sa.\t cozy mud.

mmmmmhmnmmwm‘ammuaw and mud without bools

or satisfactory raincoats Lo open drainage ditches or scoop out the rad in
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rook to the depth of seven feet had to be

gervice, The sezaon wWas rainy, the weather
were single lane racadam roads that
in many instances, the roadside

(&) guch place over 300" in length,
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on the 6 usable stone plers out of an original 8, a high flood came down the
river washing out a great part of the conerete and much of the equipment., A
day later, on 31 December, high winds and sub-freezing temperatures stopped
all operations for several days. The winds blew down all tents of the cone
structing companies and personai equipnent that. was not blown or washed awsy

was burned or damaged beyond reuse, ,
On 1§ January 1944, the lst Battalicn was assigned the mission of engineer

combat trocps in direct support of the 2nd DI¥ (French Expeditionary Corps)

in the COLLI = CARDITO srea, moving Companies A and C thereto on 15 January
and Company B on 26 Jamary and remained on such duty until 17 March 1944. At
about the same time, the 2nd Battalion sdvanced to urdertake the maintenance

ef roads and installations and the replacement of Bailey bridges across the
‘route RAVISCANINA = PRATILLO = CAPRIATI ~ VENAFEO ~ COLLI and later to ISERNIA.
This period of the regiment's sctivities wos more iuhereeting than the last
for at cne time or another the entire regiment came under hostile fire and
began to take its losses. The lst Battalion found, that while it was in
support of & French Infantry Division and in that capacity was required to act
as corps engineer troops, its role was even more important for the divisional
emmmmmmwwummmmwmm
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cleared cut and rebuilt demolished cornish roadsy it widened the narrow roads
into two lane roads by revetting and £i1lings it hauled thousands of loads of
gravel for rebuilding of roads or eresting roads along streams and trails for
movement of artilleryy amd it removed mines from numercous minefields and barriers
and marked and fenced off some fourteen other mineficlds aggregating an estimated

200,000 nines, In this conneot.ion, it is interesting to note that perhaps every
type of mine availabie Lo the enemy were located in these minefields including
Tellarsines Nose 1, @, 3 and 4, 5 mines, 3 varieties of the Italian 'Schu' mine,
conerete picket mines, amall and large spherical mines, improvised No. 10 tin
can _za‘f;ms and improvised wood bax anbi-tank mines. All this it did under more
or I.e‘;sa constant hostile fire, mostly artiliery but often small arms and mortar
fire., Its losses were nominal, It suffered 1l casualties, two dead and nine
'ummmﬁ, one an officer, Its record was outstanding. The work of t.ha 2nd
Battalion to which were attached at various times, the lst Engineer Company
(Italian), the 23vd Engineer Lattaliom (Italiian), the II Section Gruppa
irtiglieria (Ttalian), while less heroic was also cutstanding. The roads were
very much like those to the rear, narrow macadam roads with ditehes filled with
water or mud, All required revetting and filling to make wide encugh for two
lane traffic or for the movement of tanks, Some new roads had to be built to
support, the Frensh Expeditionary Corps as a wiole which with the other rosds
needed repairing required the operation of numerous quarrics and all the
, that could be obtainedy One of the new roads wes a consealed rosd whish
‘ ;memmtmm mmmmmm#
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also widened the narrow bridges to two lane traffic, installed 5 culverts and

£ill around bad crossings to take care of traffic, and it removed mines and
marked and fenced off minefields, and provided ermtrance rosds for hospitals

(both American and Freneh), for ammnition supply points and ordnance maintenance
units besides operating umerous quarries. The regiment (less the lst Dattalion)
had its losses also for tliree enlisted men and one Italian soldier werekilled ‘
and five enlisted men were wounded including two men killed at Regirental Heade
quarters when it came under heavy artilieyy fire for two days,

On 12 March 194k, Company £ moved from CAPRIATI to ROCCAMONFINA and took
over from Eritish Eighth Army troops the maintenance of the SKIPTON and PATELY
floating bridges across the CARIGLIANC River and of the roads in the vieinity
thereof, These bridges, ususlly smoke covered, were under enemy observation

the entire period and often under fire, On 17 and 19 March 1944, the remainder
r SESSA as Army Engineer Troops

of the regiment moved to the general vicinity of |
in direct support of t.ho French meéitiomry Corps and urdertook the maintenance
of the roads and the replacement of essential Bailey bridges along the routes
SESSA =~ MIGNANO (including fire ewept trails and roads leading to the
GARIGLIANO River), PONTE ~ CARLO = $. CLEMSNTE and ROCCAMONFINA = TEANO during
which time three large bridges were constructed at SESSA, above PONTE and

near ROCCAMONFINA, seven culverts and £ills installed and two bridges strengthe
“‘ﬂmmgmsMcmx of maintenance of the
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Nearly all roads leading to the GARIGLIAND

the improvement of stream crossings.
River were resurfaced or rebuilt, much of the materials having to be delivered

during the hours of darkness due to enemy observation. Humerous quarries vere
operated during this period to meet the additional requirements and the L27th
Engineer Dump Truck Company W:s attached to meet the additional transportstion
requirements, Also, during this period the Regiment asgembled materials for
and prefsbricated them for the construction of a 270' semi~permanent bridge
 across the GARIGLIANO River near SAN AMBROGIO which it was to build immedistely
following the river crossing, Due to a change in the tactical plan, the con-
struction of the bridge was sbandoned, The yroblems during this peried of
activity were not numerous and were met without difficulty. The clearing of
mines and mariing and fencing of mumerous minefields particulerly along the
CARIGLIANO River was accomplished withowut incident and the malaria control
program in which all streams were opened and wells and swamps taken care of,
was participated in by all companies, The lusees wore lighter, one enlisted
man being killed while m duty at the SKIPTON Bridge while one officer and
one enlisted man were so badly injured during the construction of the SESSA
Bridge that they were evacuated to the United States.

on 27 April 1944, the lst Battalion asswsed the work responaibilities
of the 2nd Battalion which moved to the vicinity of FRANCOLISE for a one
sfresher course in basic and technical training and on 5 May 1944 the
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" The reginent arrived in Ttaly with a full compliment of officers, warrart

of ficers and men and its complete T/0 and E equipment., Tt was soon found,
after operations were commenced, that this equipment was not sufficienmt to
meet campairn needs and there were provided six D=7 bulldozers from Army

Engineer Depot stock and cne platoon of an Engineey Dump Truck Company. Still

later, about 1 February 1944, ten 1} ton weapons carriers were provided and

an entire Engineer Dump Truck Company was attached, The greatest need, that

of light transportation, was not met until during the next phase,

There follows in tabular form information on the following subjectst

Ae
Be
Ce
Be
E

I50

Timber Bridges and Culverts.
Bail@y Br icig&a-
line Removal.

Road zéaintmoe.

¥iscellaneous Yorke
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Garigliane nh- and m mowstaineus, country beyond, -Reads hed
been prepared for hospitals, amsunition dumps and ordnance mint—
Shance units within the regimental section and roads and bridges,
including & number of new roads and utrails to the Oariglisno had
been completed«M i5 May 1944, following the opening of the offe
énsive cempeign that lead to the sapture of EUME, the regiment
took over the maintenance of the Lion (Skipton? Jaguar, Leopard
and Tiger (Pately) military bridges over the Garigliano River, of
the Lynx {loating bridge near AMBRUCIO which it had constructed
aaring the night of 18 Hay 1944 end of 'ém roads leading to the
ssveral crossings. Then lollowed im rapid suocession as the camp-
algn advacced, the repair end maintenance of roads and stream cross-
ings behind the advance of the French Bxpeditionary Corps inclucing
in general the road net: CASTELFURIE = AUSONIA - B.CIORGIO - 8 AkB=
ROGIO; AUSONIA = S.OLIVA - PONIECCGAVO = PICO- VALLE CORSA = CASTRO
UEI VOLSCIj; CASIRO DEI VULSCI = ANASENA « PRIVERNO « GAVIGEANQ -
CECMOI CAVIGRANG » CISIBREA = VELLEIRI = HARINQ = ROME = FRASCATI -

- ROCCA FEI‘W"- ARTENA; ROBE » MONTEROSI - VETHALLA - VITERBO; VITERBO,
TUSCANI, VALANTANG - 8, LORBULO - SONIEF IASG@E: Se LORBAZO- Pill0s
LIAO ‘= MAHCIANO = ARCIDORSQ = PACARICO w RADICOFANI = AQUAPENDIE)
and the roads extending from RADICUFiNI and PAGANICO towards SIENKA
mwk vefore LUE was, &n general, slong partielly isproved mounte=
) s snd included preparation of bypasses, removal of mime fields
ration of mine oratered rosds, while the work beyond ROME, -
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