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As you recall the idea for this book originated while we
were at Camp Washington. If it isn't all you expected blame it on
the confusion of redeployment and discharges with the attendant
difficulty of reaching and ' securing material from men scattered in
all parts of America. If you do find it of interest credit—Major
Simmons who kept the spark burning when it appeared to be dead:
Dyer, Kohlrus, Kulick, Ripley and Wiggins for their editorial con-
tributions; Backes. Badgett, Case. Capaldi, Emrath, Fairchild.
Grauch, LaViolette, Lines. Marshall, Mundy, Reynolds, Richardson.
Secan, Simpson, Streppa. Vetere, Vetiraino, Williams, Wingblad,
Wiseman and Zielinski who, with many others supplied the photo-
graphic material: Lantrip for a portion of the art; Hively, Johnson,
White and Wines for securing of subscriptions; Bauer. Kilcline,
Kopczynski and Resnick for the clerical assistance. and to all of
you for your patience in waiting for the final result. So follow the
“Cleat’’ footsteps on their journey over half of the world.

Karl “Pop” Midney
£ ‘EDITDR-IN—CHIEF"
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Dedication

This book records the achievements
of the 554th Engineer Heavy Ponton
Battalion. It cannot tell the complete
story of each member or perhaps even
a separate company, but it does nar-
rate the activities of the Battalion as
a whole. We hope to express on
paper, the trials and tribulations we all

endured and the magnificient accom-
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plishments and heroism of the “Michi-
gan Engineers”. We feel that it is fit-
ting and proper that we dedicate our
book to those of our Unit who gave the
“last full measure of devotion” that
democracy might triumph over the evil

forces of tyranny .. . May their sacrifice

contribute to a lasting peace.
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WILLIAM F. GRAUCH
Lt Gol G EL
Commanding

31 March 1943 to
26 July 1945
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WILLIAM A. SIMMONS
Major. C. E:
Commanding

26 July 1945 to
28 November 1945
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FOREWGORD
*

The 554th Engineers is just about the best Heavy Ponton
Battalion in the Army of the United States. Such a reputation has
been earned through the willing efforts of each and every member
of the battalion during the arduous training period as well as through
the uncertainties of actual and severe combat. My heartfelt thanks
to each officer, non-com, Pfc, and just plain private for the honor
I have enjoyed in being your leader during a good part of our
existence.

This record—the written story of some of the highlights of our
history—is intended to be a cherished memento to everyone who
by accident of assignment, effort or design of affiliation, or just
Plain luck, contributed to our worthy name.

Although no help is needed in remembering those who gave
their all, a fiting Memorium is included.

May God watch over each and every one and keep us stead-
fast and loyal to our beloved America: prosper us in hedlth,
endeavor and fortune; and reward the just cause for which we
existed with everlasting peace.

Sincerely yours,

11 July 1945 Wm. F. GRAUCH

My experience with the “Famous Five Fifty-Fourth” from Camp
Swift, Texas to Magdeburg, Germany, and our return to the good
old U. S. A,, is one that I shall long remember. I am proud to have
been a part of that organization and I am proud of its accomplish-
ments. For each man of the 554th, wherever you are, I sincerely
wish success and all the happiness that comes to successful men.

Sincerely,

April 16th, 1946 Wm. A. Simmons
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SRR LEST WE FORG ET S

-------

Pvt. FRANK CONIGLIO

12 OCTOBER 1943

Lt. ROBERT L. CHILDS

23 FEBRUARY 1945

" Pfc. JOSEPH BOLLENBACHER

23 FEBRUARY 1945

Pvt. CYRIL F. YUERGENS

23 FEBRUARY 1945

Pvt. JOHN J. BEDROSSIAN
27 FEBRUARY 1945

T/5 EDWARD L. STUMP
18 MARCH 1945

Pvt. HARRIS A. GOULD
. 24 MARCH 1945

Lt. THOMAS S. MACHEN

25 MARCH 1945

T/5 ANDY SHEPTAK

25 MARCH 1945

Pfc. ALVIN E. MILLER
25 MARCH 1945

Pvt. WILSON BARNES
- & APRIL 1945

. Cpl. WILLIAM W. HOFBAUER

7 APRIL 1945
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IN MEMORIA M

Jefferson in drafting _the Declaration of Independence expressed the
ideals of democracy in these words “Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happi-
ness”. Since that memorable document was written it has been necessary
from time to time to sacrifice Life that Liberty and the Pursuit ;)f Happiness
might continue. And so eleven men of the 554th have given their lives in
preserving the right to live our lives as we chose. A minimum of casualties
in a fighting outfit of four hundred but mere figures on paper cannot reveal

the deep sorrow of their families or the void among their friends. We bow

our heads in solemn respect and exiend our heartfelt sympathy to the

families of eleven fine Americans.

i i S S Shn GO SN SAE Shn e JR

Bedrossian Bollenbacher Coniglio Gould Machen Miller Stump

(Photos of other casualties not available.)
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The CORPS of ENGINEERS

The Corps of Engineers has a proud history dating back to
the days of Washington. In every war that the United States has
entered they have been the working, fighting team that has con-
tributed so greatly in making victory possible. World War II has
been no exception. In every important engagement the work of
the Engineers was everywhere evident.. Breaching obstacles, build-
ing bridges, constructing air strips, building roads, repairing ports,
laying pipe lines, mapping entire confinents, and countless other
tasks were performed by the Engineers, A great many of these
assignments were completed under direct enemy fire. On D Day
in Normandy, for instance, the Engineers were the first troops to
land and they cleared under-water obstacles, removed mines, and
in general cleared the way for the following waves of other troops.

Our own training as a Heavy Pontf Battalion is a good ex-
ample of de versatility of Engineers, for as you well remember,
we learned ito be proficient in the use of individual weapons,
machine guns, demolitions, bazookas and grenades, besides the
operation of assault and utility boats, dozers, cranes, trucks and
fractors, and several types of bridge building of which the most
important was the 25 Ton Heavy Ponton.

Our Unit in all of it's engagements upheld the tradition of the
Corps, which is exemplified by the motto "Essayons”. .. ."Keep
Trying”.
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COMRADES in ARMS




ROBERT "ROCK” ADCOCK, Freeman, Va., S/Sgt “A” Co. e PAUL
“P]” AHERRON, Danville, Va., Stormboat Opr. “H/S“ Co. ¢ SOLOMON
ARCHIBEQUE, Albequerque, N. M., Dozer Opr., “B” Co. ° JOHN
BACKES, Marietta, Ohio, “B* Co. e JOE BADGETT, Denison, Tex.,
Photographer, “H/S” Co. e DOMINIC “BALDY"” BALDINO, Philadelphia,
Pa., Plat. Sgt., “B” Co. * MONTE “JUG” BAUER, Niles, Mich., Company
Clerk, “A"” Co. . WILBUR “BILL” BAUER, Nashua, Mont., Cook,
“H/S” Co. e GEORGE “BAWMY"” BAUMBERGER, Pittsburgh, Pa..
Co. Supply “H/S"” Co. ) ROBERT “SHORTY" BIGGERS, Saginaw,
Mich., Welder, “H/S” Co. ° JOHN BOVIAR, Dearborn, Mich., Truck
Driver, “A"” “Co. o DONALD “DON"“ BOWDOIN, Milford, Mich.,
Water Supply, “H/S” Co. . GILBERT “GIL” BROWN, Charlottesville,
Va.. Bn. Supply e JOHN “GI JOE” BROWN, Columbus, Ohio, lst Sqt.,
“A"” Co. e MERRILL "BROWNIE” BROWN, Corning, lowa, Mess Sgt-,
EH/S" Co, :

'

No Photos Available

WILLIAM BESANCON, Detroit, Mich., Sgt. “B” Co. ° LUCIAN
BOMERSHINE, Brookville, Ohio, “A” Co. ° CURTIS BOOTH,
Kampsville, 11l., “A" Co.







