Top: Preparation on Rhine boom . . . HQ at Lintfort . . . Award ceremony at Kamp . . . Billets and church at Lintfort
Bn dispatchers . . . Walker, Gay, Eschebach, Ott, Bruneel . . . Bn Area, Lintfort . . . HQ—"CLEAT"—at Kamp . . .
Part of S-3 at Kamp—St. Pierre, Midney, Richardson, Badgett and Zielinski . . . Williams, Lanese and Hoger beneath the
camoflage nets . . . Biggers and assistant work on boom floats . . . Wash day at Kamp.
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separated them from the Kraquis,
Twelve hundred feet that looked like
that many miles! Then, after endless
minutes, with the men lying on the
bottom of the boats and the enemy
firing rather wildly thru the smoke
screen the boats reached the opposite
shore and the infantry started the
clean up. It was here that Harris Gould
lost his life returning for his boat. Here
too, Al Kuiper, Jim Graves and Ed
Wood voluntarily returned to evacu-
ate several infantrymen, wounded and
stranded on a small island, They were
later awarded the Silver Star and Red
Rutter the Bronze Star.

* OPERATION FLASHPOINT---Continued

While this was taking place the
ID’s had moved up to the dike and
were adding their barrage to the gen-
eral din. Flares, phosphorus, shells
bursting, machine qun and small arms
fire—it was as all hell had broken
loose. On the morning of March 24th,
construction was started on the Bridge
in the vicinity of Wallach. Working
details were broken into platoons,
each platoon to work an eight hour
shift. The key to the smoothness and
speed of the operation was in keeping
fresh men on the job. Wiggins, Hipper
and Gregory alternated in command

(Continued on Page 62)

The Rhine—Germany's Impregnable Fortress, Bridged By American Resourcefulness and Guis.
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The bridge, pathway to victory . . . Rhine Dike with dug-in fanks . . . Wesel, in the British
sector . . . Assault boats after the mission . . . Captain Simpson watches glider trains over head
- - . Sunken barges . . . Boom site at Buderich . . . The Jerries even helped.
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of the platoons working from the far
shore. Work proceeded under inter-
mittent artillery and sniper fire and
occasionally jet planes strafed and
bombed, but the bridge suffered no
hits altho five men were wounded. At
approximately 0100 hours 25 March
the connection was made in the mid-
dle of the river and 1210 feet of bridg-
ing was complete, just twelve feet un-
der the longest ponton bridge ever con-
structed.

In the meantime, work was proced-
ing on the boom, but non-delivery of

OPERATION FLASHPOINT---Continued

sea-mules necessary to handle the
heavy weight in the swift current de-
layed completion of the work.

Lt. Machen, Andy Sheptak and Al-
vin Miller lost their lives thru a direct
88 hit on their weapons carrier at the
crossroads at Rheinberg.

The job of getting the Ninth Army
across the Rhine was an engineering
feat in which the 554th played an im-
portant part and letters of commenda-

tion were received from General Simp-
son, Corps HQ and from associate
units.

An impression of the assault crossiﬁg painted by Cec Lantrip.
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T HE EILED

A few days after building the Rhine bridge both line companies
joined in dismantling it, reloaded, drew additional equipment to make
complete loads and were all set to roll again. This time the move took
us about 150 miles with evidence everywhere of panic in the enemy's
retreat. “A” Company billeted in a litlle town just off the autobahn
about twenty miles from Bielefeld. H/S moved into Blomberg where
there was still scattered rifle and MG fire in the surrounding hilis for
although the Armor had moved on thru the Infantry hadn’t cleaned up
the stragglers. It was during this peried that Krauis started to come in and
surrender to us. It got to be a nuisance. “A” Company then moved on
up to Hameln only to find to their amazement that the town itself was still
in German hands. They passed tanks and infaniry all along the route
and proceeded up to the bridge site on the banks of the Weser—another
of Germany's great rivers. It seems the movement orders were about
twenty-four hours premature for the abuiment was just laid and work started
on the trestle when the Krauts opened up with small arms and MG fire

Some views of our bridge across the Weser at Hameln.
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PIPER TOWN

pinning the men down who were only armed with carbines. Then the
order came to withdraw while the Armor and TD’s fought it out all night.
the next day and night. Then the following morning the Infantry crossed
and cleared out the far shore so consiruction started again at 1000 hours
and the bridge was open to traffic (2nd Armor, “Hell on Wheels” Division)
at 1615 hours 7 April 45. -

The bridge was dedicated to Wilson Barnes who was killed by
enemy action. Seven men were wounded.

After opening the bridge both “A” Company and H/S moved into
some very nice homes in Hameln and found the wine and champagne
very much to their liking. The town itself wasn't as badly desiroyed as
some others we'd seen and we remembered the name from the story

of our school days—how the Pied Piper lured the rats out of town. This

time the Americans drove them out—(SS type).

Battalion HQ—Hameln . . . Street in Hameln where “A’ Company Billeted . . . Part 1st Plat. A"
Company . . . Part 2nd Plat on “A'" Company bridge looking toward Hameln . . . Pelfier
gets out of work.




BAD OEYNHAUSEN

While “A” Company was bridging the Weser at Hameln,
"B” Company was detached from the Battalion and loaned to
the XIII Corps for the crossing at Bad Oeynhausen on the Weser,
downstream from Hameln. This was an important bridge for it
handled the traffic using the autobahn. By this time the 554th
was known as a crack outfit thruout the Ninth Army and all

corps were asking for our services.

This bridge was started on the morning of April 7, and com-
pleted at 1440 hours of the same day. The completion of these
two bridges by our Battalion across the Weser permitted a rapid
expansion of the bridge-head on the east bank, although an
isolated pocket of SS troops did hold out north of Hameln for
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several days and forced our supply trucks to use the longer road
on the west bank. At-the finish of the operation the entire Bat- *
talion cooperated in maintaining and guarding both ponton
bridges as well as a treadway bridge upstream at Ohr. Then
on the 12th of April “B” Company rejoined the rest of the Bat-
talion at Hameln. Letters commending the smoothness and *
speed of both operations were received from higher head-

quarters.
On 13th April we were again ready to move deeper into *

Germany with only one large river remaining between us and
Berlin—The Elbe. The end was in sight.

*

Left page shows several views of the bridge at Bad
Oeynhausen and one shot of a kaput 88. At left is a section
of the autobahn near Bad Oeynhausen. This super highway

system with no grade crossings criss-crosses all of Germany.




g HE ELiBE .

On April 13th the Battalion
was again off on a long move
—thru Hildesheim, Brunswick
(where the 30th infantry was
engaged in cleaning up the
town), Helmstadt and on to a
tiny town named Shackensle-
ben, almost within sight of
Magdeburg on the Elbe. We
were the first Americans in the
town and set up military govern-
ment. We also shook-down the
town for weapons and cameras
and some fine souvenirs were
acquired.

In the meantime the Russians
had taken Berlin and were mov-
ing close to the Elbe. The 2nd
Armor did have a bridgehead

but were forced to withdraw
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and while the bridge site had

been selected and all equip-
ment put in order it became
more and more doubtful that

we would construct a bridge.

On April 20th we moved to
Neuhaldensleben, a larger town
a short distance north, where
we stayed until May 7th. During
that period the Battalion was
engaged in maintaining equip-
ment, additional training and
hauling material and equip-
ment for the Ninth Army.

Contact was made 25 April
45 between First Army Units and
the Russians at Torgau and any
further need for bridging the
Elbe had ended. The Germans
were surrendering by the tens
of thousands and in our sector
were begging the Americans to
come across the river and cap-
ture them so they wouldn't fall
into Russian hands! Victory was
in sight.
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