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European Campaign




Sergeant Steinke - Background

Sergeant Robert J. Steinke

160" Combat Engineers

Company A, Second Squad

SN: 35554264

Induction Date: 21 Apr 43 (Age 18 years Old)
Entry Into Active Service: 28 Apr 43

Place of Entry: Camp Perry, Ohio

Honorable Discharge: 8 Jan 46

Place of Separation: Camp Atterbury, Indiana
Battles and Campaigns: Normandy, Northern
France, Ardennes, Rhineland, Central Europe
Length of Service

 Continental: 1 yr, 2 mos, 20 days

 Foreign: 1 yr, 5 mos, 21 days

Home Town: Mishawaka, Indiana
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Separation Records
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Treadway Bridge Crossing the
Rine River into Germany
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Treadway Bridge Crossing the
Rine River into Germany

Lt. Americo
. Giovannini

Sergeant
obert J. Steinke
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Hospitalized in Paris France with
Tonsillectomy
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Sergeant Tom Sites Sergeant Robert Steinke




Destroying Captured German
Weapons - Mauser Rifles

Sergeant Steinke and
Assistant Squad Leader Holland




Sgt. Steinke (Second from Right)
with Squad Members in France
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Sgt. Robert J. Steinke and 2
Squad Mainz, Germany




Sergeant Steinke with Local Girl
Gisele near Epermay France

Post Card from Gisele




Post Card sent by Gisele to
Sgt. Steinke Epermay France
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ergeant Robert Steinke (left)on
Leave to Epermay France

HEADQUARTER S 3565TH INFANTRY

AP® 89, U.S. Arsy
31 gcteber 1945

SUBJECT: Leave of Absence.
™ : Sgt Rebert J. Steimke, 36564264, Cs C 3l4th Engr C Bu. AP 89, U.S.
Army.
1. Sgt Bebert J. Steimke, 35554264, Ce C 3l4th Engr C Bn is grented a
leave of absence fer & peried ef three (3) days plus travel for the purpsse
#f visiting Epernay, France,

2. B will have arranged fer messing and quartering prier te his departure
frem his ergaingzatien.

3, Rail transpertatien sutherised.
(Auth: BWUSA Cir 20, 16 Feb 45)
3y erder of Celenel HARRIS:




Captured German Cruise Ship
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Built By Blohm & Voss Shipyard, Hamburg, Germany 15 Aug 1928
Captured by US in 1945 — used to transport troops home to the
US post WWII. Brought my Father Robert Steinke home 17 Dec 1945




Local Newspaper Documenting
the US Troops Return - Europa

Former German
Liner Europa

Sergeant
Robert J. Steinke




Europa “Events” on the Voyage
Home to the United States




FEuropa “"Events” on the Voyage
Home to the United States
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Letter from President Truman
“Heartfelt Thanks”

ROPERT . STE INKE

[ o you who answered the call of your

W country and served in its Armed
Forces to bring about the total defeat of
the enemy, 1 extend the heartfelt thanks of
a grateful Nation, Avoneofthe Nation's
Sfinest, you undertook the most severe
task one can be called upon to perform.
Because you demonstrated the forti-
tude, resourcefulness and calm judgment
necessary to carry oni Hhat fask, we now
Jook 1o you for leadership and example

i further exalting our country in peace,
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Sergeant Steinke - Background

Sergeant Robert J. Steinke

160" Combat Engineers

Company A, Second Squad

SN: 35554264

Induction Date: 21 Apr 43 (Age 18 years Old)
Entry Into Active Service: 28 Apr 43

Place of Entry: Camp Perry, Ohio

Honorable Discharge: 8 Jan 46

Place of Separation: Camp Atterbury, Indiana
Battles and Campaigns: Normandy, Northern
France, Ardennes, Rhineland, Central Europe
Length of Service

 Continental: 1 yr, 2 mos, 20 days

 Foreign: 1 yr, 5 mos, 21 days

Home Town: Mishawaka, Indiana
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Treadway Bridge Crossing the
Rine River into Germany
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Treadway Bridge Crossing the
Rine River into Germany

Lt. Americo
. Giovannini
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Hospitalized in Paris France with
Tonsillectomy
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Sergeant Tom Sites Sergeant Robert Steinke




Destroying Captured German
Weapons - Mauser Rifles

Sergeant Steinke and
Assistant Squad Leader Holland




Sgt. Steinke (Second from Right)
with Squad Members in France
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Wearing Captured German Pistols Lugar and Walther PP




Sgt. Robert J. Steinke and 2
Squad Mainz, Germany




Sergeant Steinke with Local Girl
Gisele near Epermay France

Post Card from Gisele




Post Card sent by Gisele to
Sgt. Steinke Epermay France
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Leave to Epermay France
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#f visiting Epernay, France,

2. B will have arranged fer messing and quartering prier te his departure
frem his ergaingzatien.

3, Rail transpertatien sutherised.
(Auth: BWUSA Cir 20, 16 Feb 45)
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Captured German Cruise Ship
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Built By Blohm & Voss Shipyard, Hamburg, Germany 15 Aug 1928
Captured by US in 1945 — used to transport troops home to the
US post WWII. Brought my Father Robert Steinke home 17 Dec 1945




Local Newspaper Documenting
the US Troops Return - Europa

Former German
Liner Europa

Sergeant
Robert J. Steinke




Europa “Events” on the Voyage
Home to the United States




FEuropa “"Events” on the Voyage
Home to the United States
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Letter from President Truman
“Heartfelt Thanks”

ROPERT . STE INKE

[ o you who answered the call of your

W country and served in its Armed
Forces to bring about the total defeat of
the enemy, 1 extend the heartfelt thanks of
a grateful Nation, Avoneofthe Nation's
Sfinest, you undertook the most severe
task one can be called upon to perform.
Because you demonstrated the forti-
tude, resourcefulness and calm judgment
necessary to carry oni Hhat fask, we now
Jook 1o you for leadership and example

i further exalting our country in peace,
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