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ODETTE GENUEE
Epinal, France

After considerable correspondence with several French individuals familiar with the efforts
of the French underground during WW 11, it was finally determined the lady with the gold
front teeth that Major Munson encountered in St. Die when the town was liberated was
Odette Genuee. The source from France believed Odette could be located by contacting
the Newspaper Office in Epinal, France. In 1991 Mr. and Mrs. Munson visited Germany,
Italy, and France and stopped in Epinal hoping to be able to locate Odette. Their effort
failed, but the newspaper offered to run a short story about the American who was
looking for French individuals who helped him in the liberation of St. Die. The article
specifically stated the American was attempting to locate Odette Genuee. The article
published by the newspaper, brought results and Odette was located. In her initial
correspondence with Orville Munson, Odette forwarded the picture shown here that was
taken in April 1991 when she had her 76" birthday. In her letter she stated, “I belonged to
a group of Underground Forces, serving as liaison agent for the American Forces ...."
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26 August 1991

Mr Orville O. Munson
PO Box 574
Tahlequah OK 74465-0574

Dear Mr Munson,

Following your visit at the American Cemetery,
I received a call from a neighbor of Mrs Génuée who
indicated to me that she could be the Odette you were
looking for, 1 then went to see her and she told me
that she would write to you.

Mrs Génuée unfortunately does not write English.
She wrote a letter and sent it to me for translating it
and forwarding it to you.

Please find, enclosed, the correspondence, with a
translation, which 1 take pleasure in forwarding to you.
Mrs Génuée will very obviously be very happy to hear from
you., If you can't find anyone in your neighborhood to
write French, I told Mrs Génuée to not hesitate to contact me
for help in translating your letters if necessary.

If I may be of assistance to you, please let me
know. I hope you'll eventually find all the pecple you
are looking for.

Lo’

Roland B. Prieur
Superintendent
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Epinal 22 August 1991
Mrs Odette Génuée
41, Chemin du Petit Chaperon Rouge
88000 EPINAL FRANCE

To : Mr Orville O. Munson

Dear Sir,

I was surprised, last week, to read in the local
newspaper "La Liberté de 1'Est",an article of research con-
cerning me,(from you)....I will therefore try, 47 years
later,to refresh my memory, to bring back some souvenirs.
After the liberation of Epinal,I belonged to a group of
Underground Forces, serving as liaison agent for the
American Forces and I was in contact with Captain Green and
Captain Nelson.

Time goes by for everyone; I lost my husband in
November 1988. We've had no children, and I was 76 years
old last April.

I deeply regret the error made in the newspaper
article and I am sorry that we didn't get to meet.. But,
what can we do! For those young journalists, we are
forgotten people, despite the fact that my husband spent
his whole 1life working for this same newspaper, as the chief
composer.,

We had the pleasure of seeing again Captain Green
who had gathered his old partners for a nice reunion, in
1952 and again in 1976. Alas, I learned from Louis Courroy
that Captain Green had past away. Captain Nelson came back
as well, with his wife, in September 1953.

I hope that we will establish a contact, thanks to
the kindness of Mr Roland B. Prieur, the Superintendent of
the American Cemetery, who has visited me and offered to
translate my correspondence and forward it to you. Perhaps
you could do the same if you wish. Life continues for both
of us and if these few words can be helpful, to you, I'11
be happy to oblige again.

I enclose a photo taken on my 75th birthday, in
April 1991. You'll notice that time has gone for me as it
has probably gone for you.

Hoping that souvenirs will come back to mind, with
the exchange of correspondence, I send you best regards and
frienship.

signed

Odette Génuée




Orville Q. Munson
P.0. Box 574
Tahlequah, Oklahoma 74465 USA

21 March 1992

Bruno Theveny

40, quai des Bons-Enfants
La Liberte del'est
Epinal, 88001 France

Dear Bruno: (Regards liberation of St. Die in world War II)

It was my good fortune to meet you last August while traveling through France
and Epinal in particular. You gave me the above address if perchance I wrote
a2 human interest story that might interest your readers. The story is on the
actual liberation of St. Die and gives the blow=by-blow description of what
happened to include the participation of Free French Resistance Fighters who
assisted.

The story is of a very personal nature and has never been released before for
publication. It is believed a number of people within St. Die may well remember
the day and want to know what actually transpired. They may want to know what
was the thinking process as it pertained to the man on the ground from the USA.
The story includes names of individuals who participated and facts never told
before. It gives tribute to an American soldier who lost his life in the
liberation process and is presently buried in the American Cemetery in Epinal.

Please be advised the article is in english only. If you are interested, and
translation is required prior to acceptance, please advise.

If you have no interest in the story please let me know as soon as possible..
Thank you for your attention to this matter.
With best possible regards,

Orville Q. Munson







