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the
14 W

knock
hilors fha mission b s Aladiiamnss

of Tunizia
al Himmas
how o baal
ol Tha
their
leak al K
in the mounbain:
inh:lz

bare
ky

the Kr

R,

meny

15

sdusle couna i
anad e

D-clay was 000 8

Whid theie men leamed ihe hard way saved lves in Sicily, Maly and France.
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HE 3&lh and 450h
diviiions and Fha
10th Comps punched tha fisd
intes Hitlar'y Fortress Europe nasr
Faasilum on the Gull of Salama.

H-howr, D-day was 0330, ¥ Saplem-
bar 1943, A voice blared oul in English
over & |loudspeskesr apparanily from
tha landing—ares:

“Come on in and give wp.” The
Erauls were w-llllnnp.

Hl feok sewen cnfical days lo secure

fhe beachhead. Bul the navy, airlorces,
and men on the besches beal off the
lull waigh! of every German counles
allack.
" The quhﬂ'l army landed =i the los
ond indlep ol the Bool § Seplemoer.
When pabrols o Fhe Fifth and Eighih
linked up 16 Seplomber, ihe Germans
had begun fo relreal, Haples fell
1 Cclober, By & Oclaber Filth army
irocpd wera al the :ouwlth bank of fhe
YWollumao river, They had babtered Thels
way 48 miles in 27 days,

British




TI-I'.E Geman rafresl war batler and deliberale. They wiad svery
irick In the book o delay ouwr sdvarnce &% H'l-i'.r pl.llhd bk,

The 3rd, 3th, and 45ih division forced the linl crowing of
tha Yolumo rivar on fhe night of 12713 Oclobar. Tha weather
was cold and ralny, the woler cheal deep and the curreni swifl.

Mounlain by mountain in rein snd mod, grim batles were
loug! &l Migrans, Yanalmo, Ml Camino, ML Se-nmucro, San Pielno,
San Vitors, ML Porchia, and Cervaro. Progress was made, bul
it wa; meatured in ]r-uﬂ-l_ Caiualfisr weare hll'qr on bolh sides.

Finally. on 15 January 1944, men of the 3d4th diviiion ook
ML Trocchio. Below, across fha (sl Rapido valley, lay the gray,
undamaged bulldings of & lown called Casiino.
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STOPPED US
AT CASSINO
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T took four lull-scals abecks and I-uuhmmlu o

caplure Ceawmsing, slrongml! po in enamy's
Gustav Hne. The 380k division mads the finl bid
crotiing the narmow Rapido river, soulh of the lown,
This aclion became known a3 “The Balle o Guls”
When il was over, the 36ih had losl heavily and was
forced back io whera §i darded from.

Four days later tha 3dth division crodsed tha river
north of Cassing and slormed the hills overdooking
iha fown. Through minafields and sgoimi” deaply
enlrenched parelrcopsrs, one regimenl forced i
wey inbo the lown. Another assaulied and caphured
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Hill 593 ovarlocking fhe lamous Benedicline Abbey
above the lown.

Then fhe Hew Zealand Corps look owver and om
15 Fabiuary the wai shotlersd by a heavy
bombing atteck, On 15 March Caisino was leveled
under a gres! comceniralion ol bomba. Shll fhe
Garmant could nol be driven oul. 1

The Eighth Army moved inlo the Castino sector
26 March. The long light continuad unlil 18 May
whan Brilish forces lock The lown end Polish froops
coplursd the Abbey. When ihis happened, the
Guiley line ceased lo axisl -
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IT TOOK GUTS TO STRY AT ANZIO
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TRERE WAS MORE THAN ONE

G ROWIMG from a lew squadrons info two mighly alrlorces, Amedican
yed My full share in ihe Medilemanesn wiclories.
'Flrglh lay in Aldrica, Sicily, Ualy, France, Ausirls, Yugoslsvia, Greece,
Roumanis, Crechoilovakia, and Germany and lhe 12th and 15t air
forces lock tham s fhey came.
Ai wall m Fechcally supporting the ground rranp;. American airman
fly from Medilorranesn beses  parficipated in the grnl campalgn
which cruzhed tha Lulfteatls, ilrangled the Gesman oil industry, and

a : e . i | crippled the German lrarmporsiion syslem,
. - el L5 T - T For the men who llew the plines ihote missions mesnl swealing oul
- ¢+ e P S e flak and smamy fighlers. For Tha men who kepl the plines in tha alr
: o = 2 g . ihare wera bong hours of work and long hours ol wai
¥. = O Ve e it = The lines of blasled Garman larks and trecks, the demalithed
K - . T meig 3T R T P 1 flabioned railroad yardi, and baltered laclories testified fo fhe IJl'Id
B o | T - N rn‘ 20 of job they did.
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Whelesale destruclion of the Luliwalle was carmied oul ln uppor of the May olffenslve.




e Thiz treep I-an nulr.l Hell toulh o Florence.
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HEM ke blow come, fha Krauk lesled exsclly 23 days. The drive was
lsunchad # April by fhe Eighth Asmy on thae right and the 92nd division
o tha lafi. Main Fifth Army lorces allacked balow Bologna a week labar,
Eudd'inlr tha Krauks :u|rq:|u-|:|. In quick succailon H-udugn-_ Modena,
Femars, Parms, Yerons, and Yenlca lell lo the men who hod loughi for 15
manths lo rmach The Po valley — “Tha Prombed Land” All divisions, the
10th Mountain, 131 Armored, 34ih, E8ik, 18 and 92nd ware In on tha kil
Balore the Fillh Army could reach Mblan, llalian Parlisens drove fhe Germans
oul and placed the bullel-ridden. battered bedy of Mussolini on display.
Twanty-five Garman divisions .were whippsd. The show wes over in laly.

ban ol the Ydith wers fitl inle Bologna,
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*FFREFMATE'L‘Ir ihe man who openad tha find Amercen lronf in
Europs wara (ha firsd lo finith fhe job, The Germen armiss in Haly
ond part ol Auilrs swrrendered — complelsly and uncondifionally,
wlfective al noon, Wednesday, 2 May, 1945, A week laler German forces
sverywhore officially laid down their arms.

The men who joaght in the Medileransan campaigns eould look back
with pride cn the job fhey had done. Behind lay fhe besches of Oran,
Giele, Salerns, ard Antio; Arsb huls and iwo-wheeled Mecpolilan carti;
Algler, Palermo, Rome, apd Florence; Iha waary climbs up the moun-
fains ond the trescherous descenbs info the wvalleys; the smell of the
dead sand lhe fesr of ba wounded,

Thera was glary ancugh all — lor tha man of the 3th wilh over
500 days in the line; for the Tal, 3rd, %fh, 10th Mouniain, 36k, 450,
Bilnd Aldborne, BSih, B8k, F1s1, Pdnd, and 13 and Ind Armored divi-
sions; for the B n; tha 1 5p-l-|:|l| Lervice Force and the 4d4Znd
Combal Paam; l-u:.lﬂ.;u wervica lroops, sck-ack crawi, and headguarbers
penocnnel; and lor fthe 12/h and 15 Alr Forcag and tha navy.

The mimion we sccomplished,
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M lcil i sieis aall aboul.

YERY slop of tha long rosd from Alrca lo the Alps

i hw.pﬂhl with the hardihip arnd bBload &f the men

who marched with fhe Fifth, Sevenih and Brilish Find
and Eighlh armies.

Wha! were fhe Medilerransan campaigne worlh and
why did wa fighl fthere! There ame seversl answad
for the job was big snd much was sccomplished,

This is whal wa did:

# Clesred the Medierranesn sea of Gorman planes and
submarines. This shorlened cur sea lines fo The Mear
Eml, Eusaia, India and China h'_r 7.000 miles and sdded
yoveral million loms of shipping ipace fhal wore vitally
noeded.

¥ Drained the Mazis of men, malenal snd planes which
Ty could nol allord o lose.

*Tied down end defested 28 German divisions in
Haly which withoul gueition would have prevenied or
al least dulaysd fha viclory in Hormandy.

.
!

*Forced the Germans lo withdraw men and guni lrom
Russla o Ifghl in Ha:il\r and laly.

4 Knocked Ialy oufl of fthe war and broughl the Halisns
onla the Allied iide s co-balligerents.

% Broughl France back info the war wilh an ever-
growing aimy, navy and aldonce.

|
|
dSecured airfields in Haly from which Alliad planes 1
ware able lo range over Ihe industial hearl of cenlral
and Soulhern Cermany and fhe Balkeny & well & lo
tuppaort lactically Allied forces in (taly and the Red Army.

-i!:upl‘ tha inilialive in Allied hands uniil tha Envasion
ol France was complalely planned and ready Bo go.

wThe mildary lossons leerned on tha frond lines and
in the rear areas in Africe, Siclly and Maly provided
the “know-how™ lor the viclories in France and Germany.

"N pralss in sdequats for the hersls achievements ani
mugnifivent courace of svery individusl dering this loox
and irying campaign,”
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Soldlers lvom ptl-
vale fo general will
always remember
lae and ‘Willie. SglL
Bill Mauldin's miter-
able. grimly humer-
out deglecei.

% SEVENTH ARMY
FIFTH ARMY

~ A/R FORCE \NFORMATION & EDUCATION SECTION MTOUSA




