Marion,

I was on the WWII Combat Engineers website and noted some inquires about the 257th Engineer
Combat Battalion. My grandfather was in the 257th and sent a letter to my grandmother dated 6/5/45. |
do not believe that he wrote it based upon the writing style but | believe someone in the 257th wrote it
and made copies, one of which my grandfather had. The letter chronicles the experiences of the 257th
Engineer Combat Battalion from November 1944 to June 1945. | scanned the letter and turned it into a
pdf file. I am willing to send it to you for posting on the website but it is 13 MB in size so | figured I'd
better ask you before | send it. If you are interested, let me know and I'll send it as an email attachment.

Michael D. Bradley, Ph.D.

Professor of Geology

Department of Geography and Geology
205 Strong Hall

Eastern Michigan University

Ypsilanti, M1 48197
michael.bradley@emich.edu

Marion’s note: Posted the letter on the forum in 2010
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" oo Be me41 tonight, hoxej g mioh a8 I d6m
: @{ " - haye any msil te smswer, I suflenly had’a brzissbormy’
.14 I kroew yéu slweys wented to ¥uow the named of the townms
Nagwmﬁ\ _ I paceed thren:h, lived 1n and worled ir, ‘So ¢8 much
eﬁﬂ o I.c;n Eoiczgly retiober I will try erd put Covnm snm
peper in this leiicra s

_ S0 here _cecet- As f::'az;fﬁe ooerés go ve lend-
ed im & 1ittle place called Avenrroth, Lrpglepd ebeul the 1llth. -of
Eoverber, DIut actunlly we wcre in Iristel, Ergleréd, From there

“ abeut 1100 A.,M, en the morring of the 12th., we ertraimed fer Henley=-. .

cp«Thameg, and wert by truck to & mud hole eclled Hettleved(I don't
thirk yeu will fird that onm & rap)e This NHettlebed wes recched aboub
- $100 AJ¥e, und after cur gruelling trip wveress the Atleutie, srd me -
food for the lest 15 hours, the sight of it just abeut floered ug, .
.. It was a tiny earp rzde up of these _oold, fumpk corrugated .

"~ 4rem duildings called "Hissem Huts"., For beds we had woolem crates =

" malled together, and tin strips siretched acress the tep, Fer .
mattresses, vurlap sacks full ef strew. Kever im all my life did I
thirk I coeuld be gso down henrted a8 I wes when I scw where we had
cene zcposs 3500 miles of ccemm for. (But there were mony times after

. thet, that I would have given & months pay to bte back there, and have.

! _élecp).

just ths.s?raw tp{algepagn) or (for 4thet matter just to get soie

Fortuaztely we didn't stay there but sbout five daye snd on the
16th ef FNoverber moved by fcot te a former RAF Cosup =t Hewberry Tark,
lecuted near Wallinford, Englard. This plece wes a very pretiy :

" lecation, &nd was situated om the Theones river ebout 35 niles fron

‘Loxdon, 2nd sbout 15 niles from Oxford im ore dircciion cnd Reading

* in snébher, All in 21l we spent a very plecrut six weecks thers,
under the circumstances, visiting Lordenm, Oxford, Reading, =rd quitle
a few of the surrounling towmse. As I sty it wesn't Yoo bod ord ve
_hed just adout decided fo sweat out the farcticm there wher om Christ
pas Eve of all nights we were alerted to rove., And in ne tize at- 2ll
vere on our way to Scuthamptem, Ernglspd where we boarded LST's fer
our trip sercossthe English Channedl, I have ckready recourted the
niserable Christmas we spert em the woter, bnt unknewingly ¥he worst
was yet to come., We lunded at Cherbourg, Frerce about 1:00 A.M. om
the 26th. of December, snd from there went inmedictely by truck te

. Berreville Le Plage, Normandy. Iere we were attr.ched to the 10Gth.

Irfantry Regineat for Cseetal Security, helping to centain the
15,000 or sa Germens locsted and isdlated en Guernsey ond surrounding -
{elaxrds off the cosst of Hormandy. This ves a plecsant life deing
wothing more them Road Patrels and se forth, carrylng us ixte such
feomous battlectowns as Le Haye du Puits, iroriecally having a publle
gquare nemed Place de In Geveral Pattom. Other toves rearby thet

‘we went into amd through were Carteret, St. Lg, Coutaszeces and
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o Or Jenuary 6th., a cold and foreboding day full of threatening
spow cdouds erd sundry other discomforts, we loaded =211 our velong= .
ings on our trucks and took off fer a 500 mile trip across France, _
to cur nmew Jjob and lecation, This trip gave us our firct introduc~
tiom te the rigors of combet. Erch éay we could only meke adbeut 135
miles due %o the icy rosds snd long convoye. The days were celd ard z
" eramped having abeut 20 or more mem to orne trucks. Bub the nights

" were the worst, being dog tired and having mo place to sleep but the
‘hard ground cevered with 2 cold montle of fresh frllea srowe. Each

moraing we had te break our coevers eway from the ice foruned by the
melting of the smow under us from the feeble heet of our bedlies,
The first might wes spert im am epple orcherd Just outeide of
the town of Thiencourt, about 200 miles from Paris, =nd zbeut 150
miles south of St.Lo, The sedonmd might in a beet up Chatean high

“ 4w ithe meuntains just be_ond Rambeulllett, we were still aboeut 35

miles west of Paris. The next day ve. wesnt threugh Versai}lea, axd
ghe eutskirts eof Paris, eatching = #linpse of the famcus Eiffel Tover



. methimg but digging ditches, And I ain't kidding when I soy I wes

4% was nere &m the eutskirts ef Paria thireugl
. in direotions we 'were eble te¢ aoquire Sems fresh . o
French bread, and seme good French wine, The balavce . 1
of that days travel wos spent im a slightly happy -
daze, Dut 1t soen wore off, especislly when we saw
whaet we hud te sleep in thet night. The mznme of the
town we stopped re r wng Senmcs Sous, abzut 45 miles '
geuth-east of Eperncy, And ecur sleeping freilities
‘were either the celd ground cut under the sters, yep
_ 2 ¢ yeu guessed it snr more snew, er irsicde sm eren gerage
with 2 reef overhead but each sectiem & tunuel for the celd iey wird. ¢ .
te tear threugh. The felleowinzg nerding ve awckened te core m.re mmew -
anpd the prespects ef :rether celd day. Ve were stiff and sore im °
every Jolrt end st1ll deg tired heving neither ncquired rest er eleep
threught the leasg right. But we were falrly hep;y vwith the thought
th-t teday was te bte the lagt leg of our tripe . . St 2 A
.7+ That night we arrived at eur temperary destinatiom, Hermemeil, -
near Luneville, France. It was hers that we jeined the 7th, Army,
beirng sttached te the XV Corps, the  1181St. Engineer Combat Group.
But xoere of this coeunld excite us, we were just teo damm celd., Noene
of us hardly tried to sleep that might. Abeut a2ll we d4id was pull
sur guard and sit around a fire., PBut evem a fire couldan't keep ocur
feet warm. It felt like they would mever get waram againm, And 1t
. wes here that quite a few of our beys contracted Temnch Foet, rrd
shertly after ended up im a hespital not te join us for any where
fronm twe te four months, The right wszs fimally fottenm through seme
~hew, cnd the fellowing day we pitched squad tents, and recéived
sleeping begs and warm socks and shee pacs, 2 loose fittirg rudbber
" and leather teop dboet. P : .
. Ve moved from -here on the 12th, of Tanuery, about 40 ziles RKE
to Morhenge. Here we set up a sexiipernerent CPs This ride though
cnly lasting sbout 3 hours was without any tops em the trucks end.
the fellows Just abeut frese back in the truck. Vhen we arrived it 'él
was all they could do to Xkeep fronm crying a«t the pain in their feet
and faces, Dut we finally got settled here, snd toek up cur werk of § :

read maintencnee and Bridge bullding and repalr, V¥hiles here eur
work ard passes carried us iste cuite & few femous Frerch tovres,

mest notoble among these being Hency, It was here that we spemt our
-tize onr pasg., In maintaining the Hain Suprly Routes im cur area we
hsd teo werk ia such towns as Dieuze, Scarebourg, Chateeu Sc-lirs, S%,

- Avold, Felquewont, Bensdorf, Gross fnnquin, and meny ether smaller
towna too rumerous ard insignificant to mention, B, {

: Ke moved sgain, this tine on the 20ths, of February, to a tewm
cilled Saaralle, still im France, We continued with the same type
~_of viork here, and as ye% though we had mever bees up clese te the
“actuzl fighting had beem bothered eoccresionally by strafling emeny

I wes comcerned the exly metable thing I remember this place for, Q@
o~

pleges, especially out at the Rock Querry we eperated, As fer as -
was that I speat 20 consecitiye days im mud up to my kmess doeimg - = .\

digeging right alomg with the men, Boy that was really misersble the
sams damn thimg day im and day out without emy time off, Whenm the
- 15th, of Usreh came along and we learred we h 4 beem attachee to the
6th, Armored Division for direct Englueer Suppcrt, we knew we were RN .
=t legt going to zet inte the thiek of it., But our monotoncus werk :
- on the road, made us welcere it es a respite from the laberilous, N
migger like ditch dlgging , we had been doing for the lest twe monthe. ¥
% On the 18th. of Kafeh, we moved to Sarreinsmiang, Fronce teo .
await further orders, It was here that we recelved sur first glimpse % éf
- of Germany. e werd patrolling the roads, blowing up nines and re- é
" moving ebatacles, and just keeping busy vhile walting for the werd te §
_ go ahedd. Three days later we pulled to the side of the road ond A
watched the 6th, Armored move by om it's woy %o the breakthrough eof £R
the Selgfried Lime., Ard we Ymew that we were to follew, It w=s LS
with a tiny tickle im ocur threat that we watched our zew outfit ge ? 5
by and yet each of us were admittedly a little seared of the nxlmawm
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b8 2ie¥ it af Waroh we Btarted our. f@‘e

6thS Armsred ) 131'53?&"  We'wore . folldwing:
nAN end were réesponsible for gettilg

with’the sthi !

Cenbat Cemmend nd

* thenm through bad pluces, by £illing inm roed craters =~ '

- axd removing kineTields, We slco hed te remove read |
. blocks, Put the 6th. went thirsugh Germeny like the :

- esteh up %o thes although a ccuple of tipes we were -
- enly an hour.behind them, but alvays somehting like -
T aread bleek that they had by pssced would come up,. ..
and wewould have te remove it, Fimally om the 23rd, #f March they: ' "~ - |
" ‘gave 1t upa ts a bad Job. It wss ircvitabil, they hud tanks emd hiIf
.. ‘Ytreeks srd all we had wes truekxs. They outdistenced us se dbacdly @ -
. amd the fighting hed turned inte se much of a yeut, that we just.
. werem't mecessary., So we went brok inte the 1103st. Group zgeim,
.. One thing though we cure 6id get té see & let of Germanm Scemery,.
- eltheugh the eexstart threet et“enemytplangsiﬁﬁﬁ]éﬁiﬂtaatl_;withgujg
 emd mamy the iime we got so close thot we .could see the artillery - }
- behind us shelling a town just shead, We wers fortunate that there
weren't more enmualiles mmoxg us, but "B Company suffered a terrilbe ;
- blew up mesr Eaiserslautern, when twe jet propelled plazes and two
Y. Messerscenitts bohbed .and sirafed their comvey killing four mer trd &
-, wounding eight etherw, all ef them dadly emough-to go 1o the hoapital.§“ i

~+7. . As I.ssid we had a chance te see a lot of Germuny enm that 1l
-~ umphant #ide throught the Vaterlond, The firct Germen town uwe

."well imown doge of salts, 4nd ve never did sctuslly : : 3-

saw off ¢ur entry inte Germany wos a place celled Ppffenhofenr, cnd . __i

ths first large town w2s Zweibruckern, we entered it enly four hours

% after the 6th. had taken it, it wes st111 burmisg badly and the suell fﬁg .

" of charred Puildings and rossted flesh wee still degirnable int the

dust end smoke laden sir, Ve pulled on through the town te a high i
hill beyerd., There we hed room chow, and exulted 1knthe sight below |

us of the destruction of one of Geramny's femous cities, and the sight
elomg the reed near which we were parked, of the hundreds of the orce
o mighty Germam Vehramscht, ingloriocusly being merched to the Prisener
.. of War Stockade, They passed in seemingly endless streams for a coupl
- & of rours, until we were cnee agaim on the rosd; This tine we paas-?{_
. ed through Homburg, ithrongh which we had te elezr.a pateh with our = PN
- bull degerg beeauss of the rubble strewa through the streete; It was {3
" here we got our first sight of 0ld Glory flying majesticilly ever a 1y § |
Getrmam City, It was here also that we saw our first G:rmam clviligms ng‘

<

' full of mixed emoticng, Some wers erying es they picked over their
" belomgings, buried bemeath bricks, durking fléor besms, and dudt
.covered for inches thick,  Others loecked at us with & malevelemt

"y

deek atred ) ed through théir bemd and artillery shetiere
'w‘i, LEkeny et e s el s g e i K T e

. The next tewn we come to was Londstuhl, and 1¢ was _
~ we really got a trest, every house int the towa had a vhite flag
" hahging in & very prominest place.. We could just imagine the hated
Swestikk hamging from the same positioms, amd thought tg oursolves
ghat it was verx fitiing that a white flag of surrender should re
place the Bleck Swastika-ef tyranay, We saw meny mers towns with
the white flage flyimng from their house tops ‘but ‘none eof them impe.
regsed ua as muoch as those we saw the first fime in Lamdstuhl,  From &
hers we wemt to the tows of Kaiserslautera, but it wes so badly beat '} ¥
ud and the roeds leadimg from it so eclutterdd up with devastated Ger- 3o
msn equipnent and dead Cermam Seldieres, that we Jugt had te backe.. "1 . %
‘track and go around anmother way. So that night ve stayed in aliitle %
town called Olsbruckem, We stayed im a schoolfthouse, ard although -

wa slept on ‘he flopr it wag at least imside, o 7 ¢ Lif. o 0 .og
.t The followimg day we loaded up en'ourntrncka;againf&and4trieﬁ; g ¥
" emce more te saich up with the very elusive 6th. snd the mven mors 8k
. ge slusive German Army, Ve sgaih passed through many towns full °t'-5§'§(z
"white flags, and spert that might in xbrshcim-lplatﬂen£ in a Raily V¥ {
e .

"Z” road statien, The boys hcd a good time opening up eraies found s Shiad
¢'" ' the freight buildimgs, but sbout the omly thimg worthvklle te be found . .
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y h, no' gaim, - tine
Honzerheim, there’ we rested up a bit;“got eurﬁ}:
tools inm shape, ard had e showere, boy what a
glorious feellng thet wes, But It seecms as
though I smn getting slizghtly ahead of nyself .
nere, I forgoet te uention thet when we arrived
at Offsteln, sorecne digcovered that we were
too far up freoxt, It woes strange thet we ceuld
hear the Artlllery se well, and coeuld almost |

Sl

‘we mever did see him, ard concsequintly didn't cver get a chot &t hia.
But you can bet your boots we were very prpperly scered, and those
‘whe hadu't dug fex~holes as yet, were guick to latch onio a shevel,
and dug their first hele since Camp Gﬁrﬁcn. In fect I even slept .
4 mines But that was the last tine, It was Just too damm unconf-
ertable, and T figured thot 4f a bonb or bullet was golng to eome .
-4hat eclese it wounld pet me 2 fect under the grnund as well as rigat
~em tep. :But thet first night went by awful slow, what with Beds i
Cheeck.constantly over hend an? the dull boom of the lerge capuem, :
“with its hesvy reverberaticms, ard the sherp zing of richocheting
shrapreel, It was our first night under fire, and telieve ne zene
~of us enjoyed it, The norning sus rice was a welcome sight, and
‘there wasn't anyome late for breekfact, they were weiting el lih
_ever bvefere the ceoks had the stuff lined up for them, :
‘¥ell as I cay we meved back from there to Yoncerheim, apnd every
oxne brcathed a sizh of relief, But it was shert lived, For that
right a ramor (bey how thet werd hes béen overwerked, The arnmy
would mot be the Army without & rumor or two fleating sround) stnzt—|@
ed passimg threugh the Compary that ve were sleted to build = bridge
across the Rhine, Oh, oh, we thousht, this is really it., Ve have
~been lucky beforss Dut we figured it wonld be impossible et build
'a bridle over the famous Rhinme without many, mary casualfies. Se
_we spent enother restless night. Xeinly beeause nothing wes sertain,
"m0 one was sure just waht the following day would bring, And ef :
‘course Good OL! "Bed-Cheok" had to tauk us in =s usuasl, Jut dewm
‘fimelly arrived, ms 1t always .does. And it waen't long to our mgst
‘extrene fears were confirmed., Yep, we had thet bridge ta build.
M=-2 Heavy Treadway bridge. Sonething we had never handled hafera.
‘We were oriented om our 'Job that aftcrneon, and were teld that the' ;
‘45th, Division would moke sa assualt orossing up near Hamm, and 1mn- E7Y
ediately after, ve would start comstructiom ofour bridge, with the "
‘help of the 1019th, Englmeer Tresdway Bridge Conpary, They were
_4the outfit that hauled the bridze and the equipmest forits ereetial
around from river to river. All kinds of dire houghis ehased each
“ather through our ninds, Remembered stories of pther outfits that - Iy 5 ¢
"had built bridges ecross a lot smaller and less inpprtant rivers th- RS
‘the Rhime, 2And how thetr bdridge had beem constently kmecked out by
88 fire, anﬁ planes bombing. And how meny casuclties had regulted RS
from such an operatiom. You cam bet there wasa't a ome of us that  { ¢
"d1dnr?t go up there that night with a heart heayy ladem with the - - ¢
_siekening feeling that raybe smow was the time, lMaybe this tize to-
“morrow m ght, some of us won't be here, I wondar who it will be, -
“and such thlnge as that. I really don't believe aryors acthally
‘theught he would be the ore to get it , but everyone wae wondering
which of his buddies would de the’unluoky onegs
. Thie wae the might that we saw the.Gerzmanm planes being ¥nocked
_eut of %the sky by our very accurate Aek Ack fire, As eaeh ore went
‘down we ailently cheered knowlng that, that would be one lecs teo

il el B m e Al

_ it gf:;_ sEell the burkizg buildimga in & town off te our

3 right, Put that waen't the worst of it eslexg -yj-w

fabout bs 00? Y. the order comes dovm to mer 1l 5C Oale Machire Guas HET g

$hat German plenes are in the reglor sirafirg bivouse erees, So we |

“get ours 21l eet, ard that was our Tirst might of nmamy eighte te 1
fellew that we sweatsd sut "Bed-Check Cherlief VWhen he firally did i
.:come over our bivoume, he was golng ce fest and it was so 4erk that 1.
1 ]

i
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Lo ?he traoer xirg in “the 8ky while thoaa flare: 4
“wurn‘haverﬁng sver head turddng the derk might 1nt 2}

‘a fiery red eurudaylight. It would have beenm possible to read a: = .
trin of death.-.p’per -gthout ever siraining your esyce,. I% wes with
: 7 a s#llext proyerr that we guw the last Jerry flare

‘ghot down aed the protecting hlomket of d-r¥ens onee - !

- again deceend =rd cover us from peering omeny eves.
After the firewokxks hod ended, we cxee agnim

‘took up our slew anpresch to the ERhire, Ugoa cuter=
ths tevx ot Eich, ve ctdpred 4o get our bveariugs —xd here oxce agﬁin
we had the pants seerd eoff us, Az "86" ghell lﬁﬁdcd ebeut 50 yerds - .
fron us jerring us £ll end sendimg ve over the sices of the trucks. ° -
. leoking srd scurryirg fer & plece of protectior. Dut it must heve |
" becm a stray ome for ro Eore landed =nd e few mirutes leter we pull-.. :
ed imte cur bivoune Sor the right, rigtt cuteide of the tovm of Eich,’
ard abeuta mile from the Rhine River. This was exbbher tize mo eme - .
hed to give exy ctfers on the digeixrg of fox-holes, Tor shraprel amd =
“epall erms fire wes tearing the soft sbory of nigbi ixte tiry little
. ehreds =2pd xe onre ysrted to get ‘irto the sere cornditémm, Our ertill-
€éry, everything from a 105 to & 740, were duelling with the Jerries
axd theit irfamous "88", "(ld Scresming Meenie®, the Combet treops -
"eznlled it, This was the nizht that Fovaeck our iruck driver dug him
.8lef & far—hole exd” eravled into i1t and tried Yo sleep with his gteel
“helmet om. . ¥e I just crewled up em the truek erd curled u; om the
toel bexesa, It ween't 2 foelsih disregard of the lenger, it wes just

a feeling of fateliem, that 4f I was golnrg te get 1t,,well I wes

- golrg te get it. 'So what, there weesn't anything to be dene cbout ite
Ard T sure ceuldn't see diéging 2 hele, I felt too worried =md tse
lewty.

781l we hada't beea laylng dova lemg when tkey called us te go
back to the bridge essembly area and learnm how &b pat the Uridge up,
srimbling and sleeny eyed, we loaded on the trucks,axd dreve tuck

‘o the Bridge Compsny. There ws parked the trueks and broks up inte
erews, this had mo sooner been dere, and we had started dovm the roead
when that ominous whime of a falling shell reng im our ears, Scucoze
ehouted THIT IT"!, but everyore was a full 30 seconds ahesd of hiwe

and all of us were diggzing our xoses im the soft earth, =283 ve heﬂri
~ pleces of shrapsel pass ever-head, and the fluttering qhine ef fast
n vixg 50 ealibre bullets, Dy now we were so scared that we didm't
give a daxm any nore, DBut éveryone was om the alett,” and =t the
goftest sound we all went intoe a half erouch, réady to hit the ground.
“Going ap to the xen of the Eridge Cempany whe were to instruct ue,
we got our imstmictionrs and were snxious te be deing something se as _
te take our mirds off the :regnant feeling of depzer that was all .
- about us., - Im 8 chort tims we hed learndd all their was te Jmow ubcut ;

the bridge, after abecut twe nore attscks by, Jarry@s plenss, and nore
‘machime gur dulletts whining over our heads, {(We fournd the aext day
a8 we attempted to put the bridge up that five edrour iontens were.

g .
i ke S Lo B

uselesa te us &ue to the mumereus bullet hoies im them iy
.¥e retursed s our bivouse area, and sgnin tried te get gone
; sleep but’ this was impessible, The constant whine of sghells. passing
- overhead, and %the accompanying sherp gound of the shrpprel mede evcn
‘the stromgést hesrt flutter more tham erought to allow sleep, And.
I know thnt God heasrd smrawful lot of: preyers that might, The man 3
" whe said "There are mo Athelsts {m the fox-hole"sure knew what he . ' |
‘wag talkinmg about, Dawvm, and the ability tc see what wos ioing om 1S
; was & welcone respite frrm the unkrown dgngers ef & dark might, While
we atg our breakfast of ceresl emd fresh fried egzs, we vatehed cur 3
 P-47'8 sirafe amd bomd the town directly mcress the river from us. .
" The Artilleﬁy ves dug in directly behind us end we could tura te them
‘sud see the puff of tmoke, tokeming the dapatoh of emother missle of
destructdon for the Gerparg, and gulckly turkimg eur hesds: aroun& !
~ eculd see the shell lerd cebout = nmtle away from ug. .
3 Then we scw a sobering sight., The 1nf“niry snre slovlg rarching
Aavm tha road. sinsle fid2, silext, drave menm om their way to enether
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. ghould wetoh over ‘these nem i thg:fightifg,ﬁgo t

GOBG * S
£ It voentt leng bftcr his thet ve rleo pot o
. orders to prepurs to meve up to the tridge sites
Tekirg - nly-nur vifzcra cud Gop Mo 8k, ve cterted oftvs :
©om our ovm little rséfevvous, As ve frri ed-2% the .
" river ‘e turred up it Forith, slerg £ high “Lvec, &leng v
which ve Yud T=70's the formcus tonk ﬁcflr{ ex, des Ciua g
- ployed bveing used vz artillery, Tirios *fi 4 Blenk
~inte the town acroec the Kivers Phe first shot they fired rot gnly
. Jerred ms sbout two feet eff the ground but alse recrcd us the rest’
70f the way up te & totel of rlout four feet in ll evcry da*n preE of s
_us very nervausly Junpsd. e
S Well to muke cleny stwuy short, we Bt:rted cnﬁutructicn on th e S
bridge sbout 10:00 A.M. on the merin iging of the 26th. of Mareh, and S
- ueder cover of the mest beutiful airprotection, of 2bout 24 P-47! :
© 7 =nd eompleted its censtruetion by £:100 A.X¥. the following aeriing S
“with nothing more ssrious happenirg than a demm sora, 2xd aching bdack,
Ve hed set a record of leng*h of bridge buklt ead tiwe taken to: .
~ epestruct, and no one ha®t beew hurt, Cur luek hsd £till held ond.
- we merehed beek to our bivouse ontwardly exulisrt dver our achiev-
=8nf, bub. 1awarély humbly thakful to & merciful God thzt all thut
‘he@ started out had returned. Vithout wasting eny tive e loaded up
- on our trucls agiif, nnd pulled buck irto Henzerhein Tor a vwell
Eeserv~d.rest, and e chance to drew a cafe bresth, EXCEFT FOF? yezh
yon guneseged it "Bed- Cheo,“ wes waiting for us and paid us urother.
visit thet sane night, Dut I con't believe enycre wes aware of his
presence other thamnthe gunrds, DBveryone else wss still releepy
dreaning about reading absut cur cchievenert In %im a fatare Storsd
‘Stripes, The total lsrg gth of our Lridge was 1164 Ft. cnd that 13

an syful lot of bridge, -
Orce rested, we moved ecrosg ithe Rhine snd set up cur C2 in - £§‘
.

e

a 1ittle town ealled Birkenbeok, alout 30 miles south of Dartetfét,
and about 75 miles south ef Frankfurt, Here we spent Lgstsr.

& drizzling rain thet lasted for four days. We were glad %o get
oat of there although we hadn't deue 9;'tninr to amourt to a d tRe
~4nd this time on pr abeut the 4th, of ijril we m.ved to Dieburs,
about 45 niles east of Darmstadt, Here aus uauai we just laid areurd,

. fer cur’ avmiea vwere moving so fust that it wes 1ipousible to Xkeep up. .
A uith then, Ve continuned taking oud rosd blocks wnd removirng rsine
. fields s=nd fillin road craters. And oh yes "Charlie® paid us a
rightly visit, alfowing %0 one em uninterrupted night's sleep. It
“was here. that we he=rd sbout the treachercus people of the town
. opening fire em onr ledics, “And we locked forward doily to a chgnco ¢
. .te see this tows, and the copditéon our Artillery left it in,: .

4t The following day om the 5th, of April we moved up to Iad Ord,
" the site of ome of the isfenous Germun Frigon Iagers, or foncerira~
-’ glon Cempe, Here quite a-few of our boys had Jusi been liberated
. by our armcred divisions, And wher we arrived at our biv@uhe_we
.~ found that our Group was still Zighting for it.) So maturally we
had to set up Mechine gune, and <uite a few times during the yight
_the silemee was shatterdd by the scund of mechime sjum fire, Ve
“moved out . again the follwing morning, this tine to tulld a bridge
" up at a 1ittle tovm ¢ 21led Motgers near Bad Druckencu, about 1%e . :
‘miles ezst of Frankfurt, This took three deys, and wes eoumenteden x&
na being oms of the finest fixed brdiges built by emy englneer outift
thenm in the ares, Eaturslly we felt pretty good about thils, end the
fact that we latened om to alitile Eenedictine, that ni ht suggested
that we have a little celebratiom, ge ofier taking some piotur*s te
““pictorial re-lster the evidence af our work, we repaired to our bare
o Yraeks and’ rroeeeded to get a bit mellow. Our aquad w23 the omly ome -

- legt thers, se we had no oune to tellus what to de or hovi-te det it. °
It wsg a very ple=sart arrangemert, but ended all too coen. One mor- -
"rigm about 6:00 A.M, & pessage cane out fur us e get reedy to leave

zg:f.' ! 11 ta tive we in le«aad ap eur .,
Wi 'f:wf:r.fgafﬂiiefig %Ekﬁz529+ff° Eﬁ ?5 ﬂh!i &5? HEanale Paw ' i
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‘we started out tr&n oup bridgﬁ aite, it w 8 aolde Y
‘them & Winter's day, vith froet.laden pines, and i
honrry groaed, The £ 14 eane out aroomd nocwW, oy
we wers still Hxthe re. 3y The dust wag terrifie,’
end 1A o veryg shert tice ue 211 loozed like Qu-idbér-
.mugter tre.pg. 4As as1al the convoy Sob well ascrsved
: w7 np, anfd omes we cliubed a¥ a htgh woupboin, wend aroard 0
- the top ef 1t nit the s'mé rond we came up cirm apl ﬁ*tu**l‘y »ent E
- right back ﬁ*wn it agaires I dox't think there is = move ?srt nl L 3
. record that e made mi hout us gettlrg a 1ittle loet before we -
\> srriv &, Once we rem 1lrta a readbloek that hedn'i evexn beeu : 1
" “tzuched yet, we sure ho:gnt our £cose vatg cf“}‘ﬁ thet tive,  For
3t sternds 1o ressem, if s oh. tacle 1s siill 1g the read thew the
Isfentry of Arpor haga't beca there y«t. Tell nurwaye we ¢id crrive
et Samrl, ord the flrst thimg ve had ve da was unlc*d gur tracks
: ag»in #nd go sut om Read Fatrol. - : ;
S g e, eevered the n;t a: ‘roads in onr area..ena many.' any tiree

Y . eE w would coms into a town we woald leok for the white flags, rEd
ﬁ t Eeelng apy wonder 1f the towm h=d beem offici:lly taken ye*, H
X Ve also saw snow that day.- High up ex a v/ ry large moxataiu sona ?
: ﬁf the fellows were hs rﬂ tn wonvisee that is was anoa.'artl‘ we
w',apkz,,g native, 7
.+« It wss hsre %z Saal that_“?eﬁ-cbeak“, £5Ve U8 oLy bizgest
geore, © A convey was muviag sleng ins MOR, ~baont 11225 ¢xat wi-at
14 Jerry was out leaxing for Just sonething like thet. Aad ‘hece
. Joes drivisg the tracks in the convay belung im a hurry hed thelr
oo lights op, “E#ﬁ-phecx",'emma swooping aeras: eur Tivouae, =2nd start&
"~ ed strufimg them, and we thougat sare as nell he was after us
_Fragever he_wauld.cqme~ever. naturelly evaryone would wiike ug ral
licten to hAim, 2and whem ve saow those trazcers lizht up,and fivsh ;
-~ seross the frort of cur texis, we all csme out of our seocke withoat
o evara bot4hering to opem the zip er, Dut like every sther snizht he !
~ soon”swazg around and we retursed te try amd recapiure sexze sle &0, ‘
e Our rext pove wes to Rattlesdorf, aboub ter niles aerta of - .
e Bswb'rg, and ebout 60 miles rorth of Furmberg, walch hedx't ve:n 1
© takem yet. In fact ‘Banberg had only beer teken the alght beforae .
=nd we eounld still sse it b1rring is the distunce. Oa thia ¢rid
we possed through Ceburg, the scene of culte a bit of fizating,
- I% is hard to deseride, the utiar'éev&stsiian that wos 1o be rrﬂnd
~ 4im thess Gsrnam towrs, hnrdly cue duildirg left teamantable, snd os
. Jesng 218 aboub thet city ia Bibliesl &istery. ®Let not cz2 stone
. rexain upom amother®, 5o slzo our Artillery offigura and Air rarga
Coxwax&ara rist have s2id ta thelr men. : -
sl Rethikg very sxeiting happrasd hare, otqer tnwn taa tiae?ahlo.
“o1dxe viﬂita at MRED-CHLCKY, .2and no matter how often he caug over 1%
was inpsssible to igmore him, There oannot L8 a man ir ths Arny
" whe remerbers the annoysnce of this louse that van henestly say he
. ween't secared that some nlsht he would find that damm Jerry plaxe.
diviag st their pup-tents, It was here though we learxed thay we
h:d been sttsched to the 45th, Divisioem for work and Seeurity.that
13 guard of importampt Millfery imstallatises.
i ¥e left Rattlesdorf om & eold rmernirg 2bout 5Iu0 A, axd ;ﬁ;;;'s
arrived st a little tovm ecslled Leuf, ox the 17th, cf April. ina .
btey what a réceptiom, All around us the hesvy artillers hed peew ... 0
‘dug in and were mow shelling Kurnberg with a vtrf*ﬁrec. Over head :”’?
“our fighter rlenes vheeled axd dove tine zn? sgalp behbisg 2ud straf- -
 img the eity. The attack om Furmberg had started sbeut twe honrs &
previonsly ord we vers sbout resdy te get in om the greurd gloef of
one of the most historie batiles of this war, For rurmtcrg wig the
tiehest, fost Naxifisd town ia the Germsm Reich, @ Ve were tired feom
. eur long ride, but all ‘of us were kéyed up and the cenctant boonm of
" the heavy rigles 01d mot make for peaceful slsepingz.  Ue only staye
ed here loxg exgugh te ezt a qulek weal of K-Rstiops cud get & hot
cup of coffee, am” ve vere om our way agrle to get vp closer to the. =
fizhting and nmeke comback with tne 179tn, Inf. Dlv. ta an we hea been ¢
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-~ o~ Tromw tac citly, pulbed P VrTLLErEi Lpd SGT coevd Lo gk
~+ vnit fer ordera, In the'meamtime our offieers whe i S
were $o cct a 8 LTepon 100k off in sceren of the Ianfd
anbry's ferward CP,. Fodirg eliecked irn vith them Lthey =
relurncd to us o veerch eqund it'ro crdere, whet rege
inent. Lthey vaaléd be workiag undey, whatl wae expectsd
of us 2nf so Terths Fut €lorg govzasr Srafu, £1)1: 7 0
oriere crncellid, BSo we c£it and veit cguim, arly thls,
S ; tize we go out inte th: roed snd welch the nethodlefl
desgtrpciicn of the city of Furubergs The road thal rem pact the
woods we were im ram right into the heart of the city. Going out
beyord the screen of trees, with the 218 of dimoculare we cculé sse.
our P-4%1's cont fiving In, drop their borb, and following it te the
groukd sde 11 st ike its tsrgets, The artillers wos still 211 wrcumd
im btck of us, ard we could see thex register hit a«fter hit on the
vailéings direftly to our frert, Bul we scom got tired of this end -
ir as wueh &c chow (what there wus of it) wes ready, vwe returred to
our bviveuse, ard havirg ectenm somethirg, post of us tried te get sene
eleep, Jub it wsen't lorng until we were givem our orfers asgaip., '
This tine to muve to 2 tewn to the west ¢f the eity, We hud been
ir & pesitior éireftli to the north. - : TGk 2
. The town wes Rothenl ehs Urirmperirnt im = militery cemse other
1 - than to give us lots of flef opem lord 6b deploy cur artillerp, and
;% -this town sare had’ariillery, «nd ncre srtillery, end Jerry kuew i
too, It pasn't Rong sfter we had srrived in the tovm that Le erne
over and gave us & good wvork out. You may think it ig imposcille
to diz Fox-~héles im comerete, bal there were many of us irying to de
just’ that tco oftenm thet night for cemfort, e haé taken houses to
sleep in that night, =nd there viere very few vintowe lefi im them
v:hen morring ezres The peorle livirg in the hiuces tefore We e
went into the eellzrs to live, and there were gulte a fow tlace I
wag wishing I cculd hsve teen Gown thore with them, 1 got kroeked
¢w wy feany, flying omce by & big one Jerry dropred im & chdrch yurd
scrogs the sireet from the house in vhich we were siaying, And Trom
ghem or I wasn't werth a damn, Dvery tine I hewurd the whixe of anm
ap:rogening bogb I would dive for the floor ernd iry to crayl uanler
the bed, or sofa, or cmytaing et 211 that was available, I did very
fertunately fimd a good hezrd of very old liguoer, 2nd hhis helped te
" qonite me = little, Hut wve cculia't afferd to get drunk, we didn't
Xnow what the moraisg wenld heve inm ctore fer us. : Tt
-*  The might wee gotter thrcugh senehow, znd the follwing mcriing
we gzot our orders to report to the Zrd, Battalion, 172th. Iefaniry
foryard CP®, The gquad loaded up on the ftruck and we found our cp
_ was loeuatzdrear iogeldorf, & surbuzrb of Hurrberg.,  After reporting
. in we were told to 'wait, thet the fight wasa't goieg as well as they -
© hed expected, ard ve wouldn't be needed until the town had beem ;
:  eptered, So aprsrently they were still trying to bresch the €ity's
ouber deferces, We laid aroamd on the truck, reading, or jast -
E: gleeping, uwntil roor, then after chow of more ' K-Rati ne, & broke
£ out the'"Fiftyr, to test fire it, nrd fourd 1% h=4 become loogencd
. throught the conetant Jolting aronnd om its mournt. It wes & worried
erew thet worked feverisaly on 1% for the next hour =nd e hal¥ irylag .
to get it into serviseabls condtion, o:ing against hope thet we N
#onldn't dbe called on’ until it was ready, Withool thet gum whieh 1s |3

4*&4'a$%.ZsﬂﬂﬁéQ:ﬂz:g00~ﬁHfmﬁgjémmtj%4,

. the same typs as they use ox cur fighter plenes, we felt thet we .
. would bs lost. Bul 1% turazed out alright apd e got it bvack inte ';z_
. shape, TR T e : st : L :
-7+ Avout this time, three tanke,.pert of a Texk Bettelica surporte J
£ im§ the Infamiry, pulled back to our OP. and cee of the tankers came

over awrd asked ns if we hed any Hamd Grenales, Ve gave him vhat we-
hade And he told us that ths fizhting weas very rough, that theg had
£ rulled bagk bvecsuse a German -ghell had hit thsir 90:M, Cenmon and
" hod ksocked it out ef line, =28 thy h 4 to re cizght it, ¥e huda't
doxe anything eoastiructive up bc row, =nd the gremcdes e had givea
* 4thenm ware 80 fow, tant we 4leeide th help then cutb scme mere, 'se we
% took some h=lf-pousd tlccks of THT, taped sone meils around them amd
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sre the battalion wes moyiMg up end we had tefhe
. move with them, Altheugh we oxly moved adoutim 1000 ;-
L yds, ixto the tdwm of Mogeldorf, it waa still 4he
only smoart of ground thet ha? Yeen token thed day.
The Lishtives £a1-b e seg-sawing for thz. Iast 12 hre.,
ard with cut ruy rcel odvantage bsing asined by eiter
D man sl g iley  Thedln: of battle was teryificiaround where  vie
“purked the truek, aald for car-own yroteciicr we purked the fruck’ s
behind a bulléipg freing ths erary liree, so that ory shells whieh -
- might chunce 1o cone over vounld have to-pase throush the bulldlmg s -
“before hitiirg u=, The city prorer was burning bailp sow, erd the =
aren we wors Ik wes & large aparisest hcuse gectlew, People were o
crumning around like wad irying te reirieve sore of thedr peescécioks
“frenm sheir Lurnirg henmees Ve welched fuscimefcd; es e 1ittle child o
“at & Thres rimg Circus,  Yet every now ard ther, the thoughts of what
_our job.wus to be worried us irte e thought ful frewe. The fellows .
‘‘moked me tine after tine, if I hed fournd out yet whst :e were to de.
Bat I eculdn't sngver them, Yecuuse ever the officers to whem T wos .
V' direetly respensitle, @idn'i Jmew hew we jibed imte thelr set-up,
o They netually weren't too corcerned either, crd I copdt blame them
Y . for thet, they hud exought to do to vorry cbout the job that wee go- °
¥ ing om znd mnot too well.ut thet. Us being en extrs ddded attraet?on.
‘they hed nbout decided to let us Shift for our selves, R
* TFlarlly the Majcr ‘cane over looking feorm -ne and teld ne-ve hod
fieally sotten ovr orferss So tarniag us ovir to & lst, Lt. in the
C.1.0, Sectidén of their Divdclen, he took us up te our Tiret post,
which heppened to e the Pest offlee, of Turmdberge - When we did see
N what our Job wes cur hesrts fell, snd our worries irerensed, The
< luilédies wis burirz to the ground, eanld smrll zras fire could Ve
. heord ell uround us.” W8 knew the lines coulds't be zmore thek shout
.50 y@s. in Tront of us, uxd here we were gusrding a buraing balldingz.
T If the slace hae been intoel, we conld have seer-some sense inm it,
but urder the circumstances we thought it wae a weejelul scerifiee
of mzes, ilers we were lef{ to the possiblity of belrg arbuashed or -
even attsexed through a flanking moverent, with only 7 men, 2rd cll
. bpecause the orders called for us to guserd this laportart bulldlag.
_Which mow in ny estimaticz had lost all impericnce, I told the :
©Llewtement that I thought it would be advisable if he returped bo
. Begimextsl Higs. -n’have as withdrswe, He gaid he would try oad de
it put oonldn't pronise us anythige. o returned shortly after.this
aad told us that there wes moe one with emcugh eubhority et Hice, to
relieve us, &0 we would Just heve 3 nuke the best of & bad deal, -
He threw exother bomd shell at ua when he told us that we were ne .
1 onger attafhed to the Jrd, Beitanllon, that they had nmoved dack =n 4
bhe 2ed, Battolion mpving in.. Sometime dueing thhe might or first
4thing iw the umornirng I wos to bry ond gzet thronghito them some how = .
" and sstablish Lissor,  ¥ell we rcally thought we were in for it them, .
¥o coumeud other tham our own, no oue to g2t esay oprders from, the -
Post office, plus sboubt six other building s in the_&roa_ﬁa:ninfg,
. merrily, snd to tor it off the small arms fire -lwereces inm its imt-
emsity, and lesving four men I took the other two to find ouwt what
© 1%t wes all gbout, Coning to & bresk in the houses we saw scme . =~ .-
& Infentry Doughs im the mext strescet, walking in squed formakiom just -
blaying away at everything, eleaning ont the streets, IDut thai weg-
alt the end of firing for us thet night, Spuradie burst of rifle -
fire would go whizzing by us every nmow dnd them sending us -imte cover

ard on ths alert fof waything, ¢+ o Capraer SRR e Gt
.. As things' qulted down, exvept for imternmittent ehelllng that
was hitting sbout 100 yds to oar- fromt, jarring us every tiré they
would nit, It took quict a while to get usea %o thei and not until
© the Germam peodle in the sireet had eomvikced ug that they vers our .
. ewn shells a1d we stop Jugpiug under’the $ruck every iime we heard ©
 the flattsring sound dexotirg the passags of another evuple hurdred’

. pounds of death throught ths-2ir, We hed decided pot to don ony :
sleering, bat would meke two men resjonsidble for a esrtalm snift of

5
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- eRRePrErixam thore wnuia,al § be someone om the . :;;Q%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ

©Talert, Ths might vassed oulckly What with Sond" 11 -x_ﬁy
" erated French conlnz up to ua and %riaging us soma . .-
cogrre, =nd heling ub’e ‘o f‘%k ‘f-lib;. By duwn i“e‘

Tixring hed couned elirnost conrletely, cn’ we Geeiled
10 b¢*¢u & fire 4 “fu? WLt .'aicp. there vore barn
ing buirdings =11 ero uRd ne tat we !fi:d to bLulld w dﬁre
in the riddle of *‘t strest to:2 fgp the coel of errly

poxing cut of our Tunee,

Aa it got light crough to séa, I toox cff 1y sceren of the 2ré.
battslion's Cﬂ, and sulfderly Adrecvered thnt e wcre tlhe only cres
left 1r the town, not snother scldier was im elght, Ve felt a
. 1ittle 1like orphersg, uut afiey having come dbros V¢'at, I egain tuck
off in ﬂuather Qireetion, epdl on thie recornzisserce ran into cur -

- O0ffleer, Te inforued us that heched moved his plotdor C2? during

the night aad seelng as how they nedpti relieveﬁ us &8 yet we vould
heve to leave & gaﬂrd on the Fost Office. 2y r0w it was really
 xeeceseary fur the fire had almest Furred out, =sd {he mein cf{lce
veing fire pro8f, and At having been touched b, tie firﬁ weg Bl
_pesed to curtain valuanble papers, In fact we bad uo TuR same HEDw
~ple svsy whe triedto get in. - s -

: Leav*ng four mer on the poat I vnlled h?rx im‘o the plz Loon
- £P, anﬁ waghed ugp.a b*t,' ord €14 a bit of explorive, - Ca t“is trip
-1 wes feritnunnte encught 4o pick up pistels for all.ihe i 652 vhe
- had ccmE*bith pe on this litile excursiom, Tothinmz that gsa evir
~ haypen to ne will ever be =ble to rske me feel a5y betier tin Lhe

lcoks on thelr foeces when I hended each of ihem o ueh coveled nise

- tol, awd =after taking 2ll kinds ofplcturss of the in;ny ovaent, 1

- lef%, But 1 was back cgedin real eoen, for ue h=d been rclievud ;

- et last, and pullaa alli the way baek to the Conrasy € ut Robtlene
bach, 3ut it wes too guiet there, we Xnew, ‘g& by Bod LT tlhey did-

ren ug up to the xnew Forward CP of the 2nrd. Tatt 1lion, thie fiue

. we learred wa hed to guard serme Jet-rrop-lled uciors in freight

¢ars up in the mershellipry yards of furmterge These crrs elgo cone
“taired qnite a guuntity of ewrmunition and ex“’oﬂiv“s aprd tia*rr

- devices for setting booby~trape,

I found T had to o0 baek fo The Infantry CP egain, Dut tils tire

_“'where Hitler held all his big Nagi mectings, It wes darlng uvery .
. du;ressive ceramony that we saw ‘hem dlow the large Swegtiks from

_n't raek us out of our beds sbout 1:;00h, ¥, ithe rexi a iring and :z

‘a-
&
o ATter poesting our guirds, I ratnrned to t e CP to ast cs Liceon
. Offieers The followling morning I had to zo out ané check sone cers
- fer arnunition. ond when I returned I fourd I hsd beon relieved, but
- agiin only tempordarily, For I o soorer returnsd fo the Cdmpnny vhak ﬁz

“ they had paved, and im the cours$ of irylng *a Liné them we hud to
- go through our furthest moet lines rnd ended up with cuite & fow .

. Germans ou$ aftex our hide, firiug nt us wita exaxvt 2z but tae <

“Xitehen sink, To oay we vere, scared ‘would be s proey understete-

- mént, we hod that Peep doing avarything but ”Yi%%U%s“I trying to

@ﬂdadge those damn bullete, But in ell erded well =nd ve sgeis found

.. $he Cr, and efter eﬁtablisring our locaticn - Ath them, ®Bc that thev'v

. eould et in toueh with us if we were neeled we wexnt back teo tne :

. Compery. But btis ¥erey-Coc-Rourd ves etill net cvery Ve had a0

© “soorer gottcn bask with them then we moved rgnin this tive right ap

. inte Hurmberg. itssl?, It wes here that ws sow %the fan.us stadiuam

I the top of it and repluced 14 with the Anerie=n Fl-g. After tnis
. was accemplished, Gen, Pntch, and Gen, Pq**oa awarécd high merit-
1:; awarda to des=rv1ng Infantry—icne

/> Rurnberg, was caprtured, but cnly aftcr +*e whole his*orio
?ﬂ,town hed been almoot leveled to the ground, There vug ome bAllde-
. 4mg left stending om the oatskirts of the towm, which the Ipzis
plexved ruling the world from, ¥t wae being mode int the form of
thw old Coliseum in Rere, Te had e Job there 1o sstroh the whole
‘bduilding from top te tottom looking for SS froops, with orlers to
shoot them con slght, This wes 8 very tieklish opera’lon, aud we

manvral thwnereh $tha EFnllTAlvues wowr ‘-ﬂl!"‘ﬁl‘lv“r Wa Prnud wn ane hnk
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out intoe the word ond shot tiem, every oné, Shiw
ves 114419 ‘enough Ve do to these ‘Hons' erg ‘40 hun

\ f e, - Aftar cur asarch of ti8 Coligspn, we A24a 50 -
vonnd v Pow darg snd then 4aok vat sfRor the 45th,
hJ S0 poved on ‘o the south, ~ iﬁ’ Janich 8 thelr
wext oo\ge‘lve. Iu dolng vhls we oved Tron durne
1”7-—“ y..; L HELH r-n.) o 5 M ’Uf J;ua. 'I.l A"(’ SCL TJ;‘D aur C?
-5 ei¢?gv¢uru ab&dt 45 miles souilt of Harrb rg. ;R
. ' vere we verked & while rep-ivirg @ blcca bridze, 4
, vrd im & few Cc 38 £ ved shout' 20 miles further south to a tovm ty :
the newe of lenger., IL wes rere Guring the ﬁigat thnt gritc a-fow .
© shots vere heord, sprd clmnest everyone thoushl we k22 beep stbgeked, " 0 -
_ But the following murnirg ve leurned thut it wos nerely the emd of
CAWe more B8 Ofaiccre. You may thipk thel we vere pretiy’cold bloa’
. ed ag it eoncorned ihese men. Iub cne of our compunies had been |
;uvbashbd by scoze of them end hsd killed and wnundcﬂ sope of theiﬁ s
" men, atteémpling to currender aftcr they hed rum oul of Q=n&n1t1rr. :
But the nen hould not let them currerder,- s killed thenm 2811 but
one who rafuded to come out of his hele, . So the boys merely gob
‘Lold of somne dyn¢mi+e aid blew him out of his hele,  He hed dug ’_
his own greve snd nll our men did wos provide’ the neccsaﬁry mesns |
© for eovering him over, From thet time cw, we had orders net B R
'taka ary priscners,, 4nd it wes very happily ecrricd out.,

= I% s winlle wc werc ut Irngen thct MAT" Coppany stiepst _ﬁ ta ’
.build &n an*rtry Foot uriﬁge gcroos the Depube &n sunsport of the
“45%th. Division's drive on liumfgeh, Lut ihe ‘etrecn was boo swift, &nd

firepowsr of the enem; tao severe. The L&*tfll[ﬂ 10@% rrnother -
officer up here ord one nan ie still unfceounteL fozr, nrving brcn
cerrizd down &trean by the torrential current, b
© e msved Trom there to Wacsertrndingen, end hﬂre %oisa* the :5\

ftﬁ AAA Greup, Yo becore part of thie 7ia. Aray Se earity Co:moexd,
his Jeb ealled for the 5ua'uing of wilituzry instflldticns, espécs
islly hosrituls, thet had German sclidiers wit thim its wells, e Plso
sceisted tne rilitary Govornuent, in its orgrnlzetica of the govern-
ing ot the small eutlying touwus taat they coulén't get tes o
o . Ve noved fomon Eauaertra&faben to oonrobrnlzuren, witleh wes
S situated about 50°»iles north of Hunieh. Iisre ve =lso perferred
- the duties of the 7th, Army Security Corsumd.  This did ned require L\
~“ amy hagerdons work on our part, end vie had decidsd thet vie had ot
 1ast hit a soft job... e were eating gaod, %ﬂd hed efe y thing our.
“ovm way.  The war vas. etill on, and we could o out to sny of the.
Teres in the area, anﬂ dewerd suything wo wanied snd get it hi*hout
any trouble at all, We still hzd ensugh to drink to relieve the
 monohony; uge haﬁ raﬁibs to receiva the newe,” Whieh im those days
"shre looked good, . And & ,ﬁi ‘ ter, for we Tigured
e were in’ ihc Security Cormard wr ﬁ';aﬁr'ended we would re- Ihr
main $n it and that’ winld Pelieve ua of aky more worry oS far ae; ,]
“ the Paeifie wms ccncerred, Eaiurally #1l of us were gweating, out
the Pacifie now that we didu't hove any Germans to bother use. A -
] a8 to have ssxgtqing to warry sbout or he is- n@t h*ﬂpy, But
aa ‘wWare. preg&red for what yvme teo acae. i
{ Avout May let, Ve were orcerd to mcve ug 10 Daehsv Thia_maa L
the xtakt ‘w2 site of the mosi infemcus -eomoen’raticn Ce emp in ell
Germory. Ve hod heard mony sbories coneerring the tortures perpet— i E
ruted ot this Chernsl Illcuse, spd ihe thoucend 8 of peeple gho hed
died there at the hemds of their S8 Ganrds., Iut es8 I say £)1 of . .fj,
ue had tekem these stories ue part of & gencral propagends casnsign Ei

%g srouse our cnger dgainst the Germans, Vhen we first entered the

town we - qyes»icned a eouple of meR who e 8ew walking in siriped .

‘uniformes . Ve learred thet that was $he uniform of Deerans . They told

ug that the whole coamp wng full of dead -bofles that the Gerugns ned

- Burdered ia the lest w«ak, They sald the Tigures would rum into ot
lesst thu thcusand. They told us ef how every dey sckeone would be

. purdered im cold tleod ns 3 werning te the other Irnctes that t%ey

" were the slaves and the Gerrens wers the n&stera. The men looled .

- helf starved and ane af Fham el hmlmemas - -




_and buring theip baeks showed us the kalf-healad
from th&nfortux r?a whip;krre‘had hear&*qﬂ%“' % ; H$A# i

us into @ btlrck r gs, ‘Tut egain we reasoned, thia‘ccdld---

not be, thils t wn deeen't ook 1like i£ could foeters &

Bueh o Jv orrerctedre  Fop o8 yeb we hadn't wmeen with 7
S our ouvr yef, e ' nly had {he werds sf rergan £ whe
L hag boen there, wnd ve Theoved. thal they vinld gstarel-
: ly excorrite, so0 ae to gein gyunsty fir 1 veelves,

L hey vere trylag to bum ci rettes Trou e ‘u ve ”ere
S qurting \nvaelves and ¢ould only glve ihem e fews
e e meved on then 1o cor billets.  Anpd reo on =iter % _1
" orders to tole over ihe ¢urxding of the Cuxps.. Bow =t last we
L owould. have fxn Q. yoru“ﬂit::‘o see these th'qg% nh:ﬁ 50 mang péarle
had _,olfl us nboubs. g 1
Sk Car first glimpse of ik e Ca_pt dwﬂ fraa & xics roaa t“at encire
;olcd it teking us pust the 58 Officers Barracks, =ad o Oreri Sate
haoying an snormoas Gerack dagle on top of a Swestike, Then comleg
“to the main entromce, we wers pussed by our guard st the g"‘e 8 o
F?atlr% d posting our guards at all the entranees «ud exits rwu tta
.. grounigs. The objeel was to keep the inmutes from fpealng th: s’icels
“and %o prevent any SS men Ho had tv'en refuva in t4c h&E“ltal ’rﬁn
. also maxing their gebowaye
G0 The wext mornimg I uent on a li +1e rccosﬁ*iesanwe w*.ro Lagzx
40 a 11g& walltymlked along 1t until T found & gote, _“rtcr*vg this
Lo the first. thiung {o’greet uy eyes were the Dog Le;nelr, which Yoused
- the vielous fogs that they used to tortare theoe poer anfortunste
~ _people with, The would atrip the prisoners nule, hcn honging then
“up by thelr. thompse so thet thelr toezs borely touched ‘he floor,
- yruld lhen let the dog or dogs imbto the penm thnt thoy w‘ald h;ge
> 'ihe prisonmer inmy The dog. a¢ving besn fed om rotiaing but riw nents
lHA;anﬁ hevirg been br@in&d io 5u~t gueh work would wait on the keepers:
. nhexy moves o Ghich snally wruld be to Louch the prisorer op nis
. priveter with a stikk, the dog at. this eormand woald jump up =nd
. ‘attempt ot lLite at the objest tonche 4 by the stick. -In my uind
" this wes not only inham'm bdut a sure sign of degzneraia,gndistice
ally, psycogathie tendencius.‘ The degs by now asd all butﬁ ¥illed
iy the Anerican Scldiers who had taken the *wan, Lt sone of the
© brutes were still lying im dheir keanels. They wers the liorg su%
lostkvta*uas looking smin-1s I have ever aeen ia uy wiole lif#.f
. From the kennel srea [ case to a path and turnias into 1% oane .
o axother larse - gate which opsmed into 4 yard. At rirﬂt : 8 Ri&n'tw
‘motiee yhet was directly in front of ny ‘eyes, , But suddealy it~
dewnsd on me what I was looking at, There not more than 5O yardg_;
_BURY ?as?a hueh gi}enzi ggde. ngjgy %eogapase& boaic?hﬁ grigg “;-
ytumbled on the Chor Jouse o 18 Ayl zeel 03
- ﬁa%;wu hghm rd _?”%ﬁﬁﬁguﬁéﬁ “hut renll ¥ daudted -
“the existonce of odieg were, staeka& 1ikﬁ so much eor& xmod, o
"and had been dumped there in smtleipation of. their heing burned the
following day, bub the bub 'had beew interrupied im their work-
.y thﬂ_arvival of our t +. There nhst have besm ot Leost 300
'edias in that sfsek alon Teo go rurthgr into the dqscrigtiqn of
nig signt and the sidnch of deasompostion and death $let huag ove

hig ve ?-\.rd cu:

le of bodioa, would turh mot only your stomseh, but I =
_ the Sereoming-Leenies, AGLIE, - Walking
od the Gremqﬁnr um itﬁalf, but just emterirg
tench here wg enpugh to floor o _peTso
1 6f Yodilem in every :is'e af aeeoﬂrozﬁ
{tion hoving been libverally. sprinkled with 1liae, s ST 1
: felggﬁy perhles blnwiy atarting to slevly cone up 50 I 1ert;=
thare with. es much cpesd ‘'sa possibla, . Eever will I ever- fori
shat gizht, nor the awful sznell that surronded the nliee,”
thess plop '1s hod either been ghot through the head mercifully er
-bashed in the hesd sadistizally, o had torta:onsly gtorved to
‘decth in a nlanned campaigh of externination, This esn be underu _1£
“atooa,whan 3% As. ¥novm thet the najori%y ofét e;feaa were etﬁber i
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Citieal ‘prigoners fvon other caugtriea. "sush a8 Holland. |
France, Norwsy, were treated 2 well a3 could be Expect
cd under the eireurctarces,  Thet is ag lﬂrg eg they -

weried ¢t the Jvb .cesigned to them, If 'ray F*"”P*--a 1

er 16w Ee ‘r“'zn' they wers vhipred “t-‘*;3 cs ke i

athgrs oré rut on Lwh“ttr reiding AV o X "'s~h !

:c@brﬁing .o Cup fisudhrds ore lecs o clevynl i :

s ' rotiongs  In tulliag fo theg'wo e rwcd more ayont Puw %
< lie ar:iﬂ‘s and . Jens har b oen iretled, 4 iellsnfer 2¢11 #s of Bn !

igciacrt thet fod he 1‘“E5E two Ceys befurs cur: ‘z“iv’ e gpoke - )
of 250 womcr heving bter meoreled EC0 r:iles from an*ﬁer Cary thut i
ad been threatendd by our ¥ro 3. -1 eacttly 'f*er fredpiserivel oo
tﬁey mer& fed snd bedfed down, in ths m raing they - f*a'*ﬂlﬁ_ta' £ ]
‘‘mrreh cggr to en !*Siblﬁd zreoc uké to Femeve their clothee, There
thay e told they would be given new clothing, izvirz dore thig i
- ge ordered the women n"“chcd ixta thc Crcnﬁtarinm v*hr xia 1; anﬁ e bl
; wera Yurred alive i G 4 : Tl
ol B o hew thit this saunﬂa ncr éitlc 1& tﬂe te1¢iﬁg o*_it.. ”h&t
ﬁgj C it seens iupossible that they would go o so muchirouble., IZut it

was $1l to iupress the. uther pcisoners of how 1*tt1o they shovld
vlaue their lives. i %

. The Camp hsd new-bevn Qunranuinsd becenseﬂ of & ferr kn our
iedles purt thet tqe-¢thzs thsn so ranp:nt ihrcugh the corp weuld
grread inte, on epidenic,” Anycne entering h>d 4o Ls *dustcd vith a

© @elousir powler, ond nc cne ether thon nuthori;ed fercons vere
“ellowed to le*ve. We. were iroeulcted thot scme day, At ihis tine
& I took our Fedleal officer over 1o nee ihe bories., By now tie
iﬁg'f. ¥zesbre wila had beeome Tamsus, ard people fron every ec ntry githe
SN ering evidence ngairst the Gern.xe, were there cl L(finb Tioures *nd
fﬁcts corcerning the de:ths, fThere were repcrters, tr~'ﬂ*vrs,
_artists, diplomits, aad high rerking officers of ev'r; coun vy in
Europe, Ao we ¢ntered the yard, an Alp Foree Gificcr who wis toke
ing haticu picturce, of the assembluge ond boaies. .CTIE OVEr bbb ag

7S

‘and asked us o poss neer the unh 1y ress, . 6 agréed ord he Fook
Rl Ao, fTour pletures of each of us. Sayling thit he w nted *c show
i+« the psople back home how ve felt about its. e nmecuticned the lect

that he Jidn't thikk we wonld hsve Yo do any acting. Ard boy he o
was right, %We got up %o wi-hin n2boul two feet of ihe vodies exd
“mere the stench hit you ia the fsce like & sledge hommer. .,iﬂ-ntt,
!uausea. and livid hstred for the people whe hsd perpeircied cuch a
; "sll mirrored in our faces. I wes vory gled thebt he wes
;compententﬂaad ‘d13n't take any longer Lhen neesssary, Tor even the=
'ugg I haﬂ gcen them the day befor & I still eouldn't stanﬁ She nelL
: 1te . My 81 Koch wastdoing iliﬁ-f‘opa. hﬁ i' o h : 1 :
Up. '  been tryd unp tac bodies, tu eaex
'y Mo _%”tﬁﬁenﬁ?n’tra; jgn area of the card
wnulﬁ yielda abgut a hnndred more d8zths a dey. - From thooe vwho
_wers se far gowe ‘m the steges of malnutrition, that nothing could
e done %o save them, Falurally this over, taxed the Tacilities atb
8 e atorium, so Lfhey decided to digz a coumon grave cn the dut=
kirts of tovm am @ losd the bodles into carts and take fhem throuhg .
town there to dury them, I it ught this was a eSpital iden, 'o_f_ £
I w&ntea te see the reseiion of the people of.ﬁachau when thsy
he résults of the fiendish regire .that tiey. had fostered and
1lsd. or the rast EYT Y FearRy e -
A8 the earts, slg v1g filed throligh with treir 5rialy
cargo, the pechple atg ed ot them with nendkerchiefs held te Jhelr
‘mcresyt If they saw an A:sriean,loaking 2t them they would s.r%g -
their ghonlders ca though to say, "I had nothins to 8o with thiz,
7%ods is the ubrk.ozakﬁefﬁazig we.g never a_Eazi, never dld T

“knrow this wes going on.! And they aoutally_h G the effromtery th

: 1t Yrow
—-thi ¥ that we were 1 afont snough 0. velieve that they dién‘ _
thn$ gueh a thing er?gte& i their oitys, 1 heerd-emotner girl sey - 2
“. ‘M1t is & ehene to be a Germem”, She was right, The Cerzens nusn

“ mors te repay tham they esn syer atons for. ina 1: the Gur%iaa

ik “Shan maw al have:




 thousende of ‘our Aweriosn boys give u Ly
O Lyery day tor“a“Waek;'seveg&tn t2632§§§“%§§§§’i§ £3%
bodies vruld pacs by on thett way to the cormon buriel
grou~t, Adn still the towns people denied having ar ?
kn vlodge thet “uch a eondticn existesd, Théy ﬂﬂgiéfid
they riew cbout the Crmpts Pat they vere adepert in
?n@lf ¢..121 of belig cognizint of the tortures _nd
ecthc thet were a deily part of Cenp Dacheu, oy S i
The prisoners hnd a bit of a field day when our tarks appecre
? the ?&mps Gotes, They irmedistely turred on their crsveﬁ'wu:rﬁn
fnd evidence & thelr prowess was to be found in the leed bocics o
their tormertors whieh could be seen 1aying—1n a zﬁltitudc of"ii gf
eLque poeticre., Kone hed been rereifully shot, All had been %}ge;
ed the same way thet they hed trected the prisoners. fhey were fie
cruelly be:ten, and In some ceses were left for deed, but dddn't - i
die uxtil hours later. For signs of thelr death atrﬁggles eould be
gcen ég :h°fs§§ff§§'8r§una seround thelr bolles, - . 1. .. : :
. Some of the big shots of the eump were taken prisone L th
tpwn. They were found living in homeg as;;eaggggagigsgizgﬂggathc
having threatened the tencnts of the house with denth erd vorse if
they gave them up. IEut the people im the homes that the SSer's
_ hgd hidden in fcared the Anmerieon Autheritéss more, ard succceced
©_im le.ting us kmow where we conld pick up these fierde, ihen
captured, they were %taken back to the scene of their erimes, ond
‘glven B ehnnee to confess to some of ithe atroeitiesm that th;y hed
- committed, Iut the Germans were & hard lot, end no amount of perse
ussion eithelr harsh or gentle would swey them in thelr deterninction
_not to tolk., They knew they would be shot vhenter they tolked or
ggf. 80 they defided_that the lesst sald the better off they wvonld
Fut one of cur boys decided this issue for them, H vin S
Just a little tight, and heving just came frep seeing'tggv%ggiggt};n
the Crematorium, he hed heard sbout the Autherities having this -
Teger-Fuerher in custody., So he was inguisitive to see just what
¥ind of a toad this guy wese Coning into the room where hea end
his scsistants were sitting in glowering silence neither ersvering
questicus, or leeking froam right to left, but Just stiraight ahced,
Th&d boy realiging what was going om, and Just mad enough to wont .
to do something about it, escked for pernicsicn to try and mske them
_talk, Having beenm grented this permissicm, he walked over Yo the
 Lager-Fuerher, who wes wearing glasses, at the times Drawing back
. ' hig rist, the boy whacked the German & beahty right smoek on the-
- .nose sending his glasses gpinning, these the boy ground into the
-~ florr, anrd then proceeded to work out om the Germen louses nose,
- hittimg him there im &hé exset same spot aboub a fozen 8imes, This
" was too muech for the Kraut, and asking for nerey, agreed to write,
Reluetently, this oubraged American youth, desisted, end was disé
a-pointed whem the dhters followed their leaders actlon, rether thon
£0 through what the hed experienced. 2 N S LS s Tk
% - The name of Dacheu, will lorg repain in the memomies of the
 world,. . And to perpetuate this name as belng synonomcus with all
. ithat ie howrible in the arnals of Nazism, should have iis name
. ghanged to"DIATH" TR S eg e B
-~ “When r'emce was announced on the 8th. of Mey, nome of us eould.
e celebrates it of feel ruch emotion over the svent thet we had wish =
. " el for and prayed for, menth after monotonus death laden menth, - -
. ¥e hed nll been emotlonally washedout, It was impossible te Leel .
. gheerful in a town so fullef horror and grief, Haturally we were
‘21l thankful, Ard the faot that we eould now relex, and takes a ... -
breather, was a weleome respite, Ve had been relieved of all dutles
and were now just leying around again sweating out the i'ecifie, .
We knew that mone of us would heye emough points to go home on, but,
we wers 21l looking forwerd to the ammoyneement sbout the Army of

A agt

Ocoupations .
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seatink Sut onr fﬁtu?sh n t18 Pgéiﬁica.?fui before
1 slsning Finis to this completely, I feel a summery is

gyt need&d %o prorerly bow this feebie effort at history
70 .cut thrragh the wings of the slnge of time,” '
L o rum up In ¢ few words, the Lotielion estobliche
2@ £ O7¢, bulld LE bridee, wee respersible for ihe
Jargest lugwm aven ever glven to un Engliveer cuirit,
ramely 1100 S@. 37Te  Hod 10 men X4lled, 1 miesivg im0
sebion snd 19 wounied., This zvepreserts s better Lhen evercpe rocord
of aehievenent, snd & better then sverags reford of futclities rrd
esausliices V8 were a srnll unit rerforning omly & mmall port in
a very large viere i12% what we did, wes done with a coorfincted
epirit of cooperaticn, enthusiren, aré viger vot to be teyped by
eny other outfit of its kind im the 170, | |
The l=jor in his letter of eoymendation on our builéing of the
btridge across the Rhine, very ably puts ikto woris wha: has b-en in
e1ll our hearts ever since we landed inm France, I qoute his letter
_ ; : CALD 655 US Aruy
: x : 28 Yeych= 25 .
Subjeet-Commendation, : :

L

Te=-Comanding foicérs. Cozpenlies MAW, *"3%, "CW,

1." The 257th. Englidegr Conbat Dattellen, bullt the fourth Mloctling
bridse ascrons the Rhire. River, and the third ecver Yo be bLullt ia
vartinmees 3 :

2-: You started to build the bridge under severel hondicers, You o
did not get mach sleep the previcus pight due to necessary rrelinine.
sry work and eneny cetlon. Moef of you had iittle if cuy experierce
with Trecdway bridge coastruetion, It wns neecccory thnt you be
noved %0 near bank seve al hours before the actusl time syriv-d %o
tuild the bridge, where ycu wsre subjected to njricr cnd smell orus
fire, apd due to the railnm, you were very wet and cold,

Z- In spite of these handicups end the disagreeable weahier 1ia the
porning you entered into your work with commendable enthngieun ard
visor. The total elepsed tine was sbout fifteen hours, but 17 the
equipnent had been mede availeble, I am sure you e uld have cone iti
. in' nine hours, thereby brenking the reeori, As far as [ tm corecrne
ed, under the cireunst:ineces you aid bresk it. Thls erossing was 2o
very impori-nt operation. The merner ir which you =1l worked, wnd
conducted yourselves déring the entire tive vas a great orsédit to
the Battalion, cnd I woat you to kuow that I sn extremely proud

of everyone of youe:. _ i
Mo R T | VINGCHT Jg BRLLIS

ol MBSk R b ¥ajor CA
; ' Coumanding.

The above letter not only describes the marnér in which ve
built our dridge ccross the Rhine, bub alsq the menney in whieh
we teckled every job sssigned, I am proud Yo hove been a part of
' the 257th, Dagineer Combut Battalion, cpd slthough ve dldn't :
garnish any outstanding lourels or zvards, we did- an Arrny Job in
an Aray like way. Ivery man did his part, end every men feels thet
through his councerted éfforts to Co his Job in the best wey peseible .
no matter whet the hhndicop might be, hos helped in his owa emall
way to-make possible the world that the boys in cur Bagttallion died
for, and sll the Anmerican men who fell in Zattle, willingly gave
their 1lives for.
2 ¥ell honey that winds it ups I stnrted this out to juet be
a normal list of all the places ve had vesn, but ended up writing
the history of all we hod gome throughs I have missed some things
put surely from whet you heve resd you will get some iden of the
Job we did over here in Eurpre for the peet nine months, « .

I esn't say cnymore, L'm all wrote out end thunk out, o0 to
peke a long story short, o leng darling, te seeling you €00R
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