ENGINEER DISTINCTIVE INSIGNIA

CONTENTS: This catalog contains the known distinctive insignia
(DIs) worn by units. Of the Corps of Engineers. The catalog consists
of threeparts, that will be published in two volumes.

Volume 1: Contains Part I, numbers 1 - 426.
Volume 2: Contains Part I, numbers 427 to end; plus Parts II and IIL.
PARTS:

Part I: Contains insignia classified by ASMIC as Class A, B, C & D.
Each DI will receive its own distinct designation, or “ASMIC
Number” . The unit's numerical designation is listed first and is fol-
lowed by a capital letter in alphabetical order assigned to each dif-
ferent unit. The various DIs for that unit will then be assigned a nu-
merical suffix in progressive order, based on the age of the insignia,
starting with the oldest insignia receiving the suffix 1. The ASMIC
number will always be in the upper left corner of each description.

For those units that are named vice numbered, the ASMIC
number will consist of a capital letter, arbitrarily assigned followed
by a number in sequence beginning with 1, followed by another capi-
tal letter starting with A. Variations of DIs of the same unit will be
designated by variations of the second letter A through Z. Units as-
signed the same initial capital letter will be designated by varying
the number from 1 and progressing in numerical order.

PART II- Contains insignia classified by ASMIC as Class E, F, FR,
FRE, or L. These are insignia that have never been worn by troops.
Such DIs will have an ASMIC number determined as described in
Part I, but always with a prefix "Z". Only those DIs in Part IT will
have a prefix Z.

PART III- Contains cloth insigniathat are of normal or typical DI
gsiz-. and which were worn era "c" or later. Generally these pieces are
those that are embroidered or woven on the green combat leader's
tab. All insignia shown in PART III will have the prefix "Y". Only
those cloth DIs in Part III will have a prefix Y.

..

Orgsanization
Line 1: ASMIC Number, Complete Unit Designation (Class/Era)
Line 2: Component - Location/Division (Previous ASMIC Numbers)
Line 8 - End: Description (Size), Description Code.

Line End + 1: Authoization, Approval, Redesignation Dates.

Line End + 2: Notes.

CLASSIFICATION: A code describing the design, manufacture and
usage of DI's as listed below. The classification of "class' is shown on
the first line of the entry in bold face type as an upper case letter
enclosed in parentheses with the era worn.

(A) The insignia worn by the unit, samples of which have been ap-
proved by the Adjutant General, the Office of the Quartermaster
General, or, since 1963, the Institute of Heraldry, U.S. Army (IOH).

(B) Insignia made from an authentic drawing or blazon developed by
the Institute of Heraldry and made from dies developed by the
Institute of Heraldrv. Such pieces hecome an (A) piece when the
unit receives approval for it to be worn.

(C) Insignia worn by the unit, the design of which may or may not
have been authorized by the Instltute of Heraldry, or its predeces-
sors, and samples of the DI have not been approved by IOH or its
predecessors.

(D) Samples made for a unit with the intent that they be worn by
the unit, but either not accepted by the unit or the unit was inacti-
vated prior to receiving the insignia. Never worn by troops.

(E) Insignia invented and made by a collector on the basis of draw-
ings, blazons or whim for sale to collectors, veterans associations, ete.
Never worn by troops.

(F) An exact, or reasonably exact, copy or reproduction of an existing
genuine insignia. May have been made by copying an existing in-
signia or correct drawing, such as an ASMIC catalog or Trading Post
entry, or an approval drawing by IOH. Made for sale to collectors,
veterans associations, etc. Never worn by troops.

(FR) A piece which has been restruck from an existing legitimate die
originally used for class (A), (B), (C), or (D) insignia and made in
proper colors, plating, piercing, etc. Such insignia will differ from the
original type only in type of fastener, hallmark and age. Never worn
by troops.

(FRE) An insignia which has been restruck from an existing legiti-
mate die used for class (A), (B), (C), or (D) insignia and made in incor-
rect colors, plating, or piercing etc. It is considered an error restrike
and was never worn by troops.

(L) A device similar to a distinctive insignia made for some purpose
other than wear as a distinctive insignia, i.e.: lighter pieces, lapel
pins, bridle rosettes, regimental favors, plaque pieces.

ERA: A code indicating the time period during which the DI ap-
peared and was used. The era is shown as a lower case letter separat-
ed from the class by a slash, all enclosed in parentheses.

ERA:

MJ - Mess Jacket insignia prior to advent of DIs in 1922.

a - 1922-1939 - Pre WWII era.

b - 1940- 1947 - WWII era.

¢ - 1948-1959 - Korean War and post Korean War era.

d - 1960-1980 - Vietnam and post Vietnam era.

e -- 1981 - present

If the exact era is unknown then an 'x' should be used e.g. (C/x).

It should also be recognized that a closer dating may be given in the
textual description of the DI, For example, if a DI is noted as a beer
can that would place it in the time frame of 1960-1973 even though
the era would be shown as "d".

COMPONENT: The component of the Army is indicated on the sec-
ond line as RA = Regular Army,AUS = Army of the United States,
NG = National Guard, OR + Organized Reserves, ORC = Organized
Reserve Corps, RAI = Regular Army, Inactive, and USAR = Army
Reserve. Where the location of the unit is known it is shown by the
abbreviation for the Division or state in which it is located.

CATALOG NUMBERS: Catalog numbers used in this catalog are
newly assigned and have no relationship to prior catalog numbers.
Previous catalog numbers are shown at the end of second line in
parentheses. Where the DI shown has previously been cataloged in
a diffe:;znt catalog such as SCHOOL or MISCELLANEOUS, this is
indicated.

MEASUREMENTS: Measurements are shown in parentheses at the
end of the description. They are to the nearest millimeter and always
listed as (height x width). Often pieces vary in size. If a DI varies by
at least 2mm in one direction, it is listed as a variation and given a
distinctive ASMIC number. If a DI varies by 1 mm in both directions
it may or not be considered as a distinct variation. If it is it will be
assigned a distinctive ASMIC number, if not it will be noted as a
minor variation under NOTE. Pieces that vary by 1 mm in one direc-
tion will be listed as a minor variation under NOTE. In some cases
for Viet Nam made DIs (beercans), because of the many variations in
pizes, variations in size, not exceeding 2mm in one direction and
identical in design and shape, may be listed as minor variations
under NOTE,







