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The 257th Engineer Gombat Battalion landed.at Avonmouuh
England on 10 November 19LL and was staioned at dowbary
Park.

Wh1le in England, one (1) month of training was conducted

‘The prlmary subjects were:

(l) Floatlng Balley Bridge
(2) Fixed Bailey Bridge .
(3) 1Mines and Booby Traps {

The Battalion embarked at South Hampton on 2l December
19l)y and landed at Cherbourg, France on 26 December 19L);,
then moved directly to Barneville Le Plage, Normandy
where it was attached to the 156th Infantry Reglment for

pcoastal security.
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MISSION: ~ The 257th Engineer Combat Battalion was attached
to the Tth Army on 6 January 1915 and joined it at Hermenil,
France on 9 January 1945 where the Battalion was attached
to the XV Corps and 110lst Engineer Combat Group for
general engineer work in the Corps Sector,

MORHANGE and VICIVITY: -
(1) Movements and /Attachments:-

(a) The Battalion joined the 1101lst Engineer Com
bat Group at Morhange, France on 12 January 19L5,

(b) On 27 January 1945 it was attached to XV Corps
and the 1117th Engineer Combat Group. -

(c) 1t was reattached to 110lst Engineer Combat
‘Group on 9 February 19.5. .

(2) Operations:
(a)} The Battalion primary mission consisted of:

1, Maintenance of roads and bridges
2. Guerding military installations
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w=—w Oper, 257t1i.33n_gr C Bn in the ETO - 194L-1945 (cont!'d)

Company Date ' Goardinateéf'*Deééription |
Constructing ‘
Company "Ct 06 Mar 1945 . Q558447 = Teplaced 100 ft. D3
35 e 0 -y : e e BB with an 8l ft. class
08 Mar 195 " Lo, one way, 3% span

steel stringer fixed
bridge. Constructed

under BB.
Company 3" 11 Mar 1945  Q-567507 Replaced 100 ft. T8
‘ - BB with an 80 ft.-
16 Mar 19L5. ~ class 10, one way,

ly span steel stringer
fixed bridge.
Constructed under BB,

ITT. BREAK THRCUGH OF SIEGFRIED LINE TO RHINE RIVER

A, MISSION:~ On 15 March 1945 the 257th Engineer Combat
' Battalion was assigned the mission of direct Engineer supnort
: . of the 6th Armored Division, On 18 March 19L5 the

+ Battalion moved to Sarreinsming, France to await further
orders.

Bo OPARATIONS 2= .
e g : (l) On 21 March 1945 the Battalion started its advance
- ~with the 6th Armored Division., Companies "C" and
. "B" followed Combat Commands "A" and WB", respectively,
with "H&S" and "A" Companies following Division
Headquarters, ‘

(2) The Engineer work accomplished consisted ofs-

(2) Removing road blocks
(b) Destroying mines
(¢) . Filling road craters

(3) On 23 March 195 the Battalion was relieved from attach-
- ment with the 6th Armored Division and reattached to the
*1101st Engineer Combct Group, :

(4) The Battalion reassemoleh at Offstein, Germanv on Qh
' Farch 195 and moved to Vonzernheim, Cermany.,
IV CnUSSTNG OP THI RHINE RIVER:

A, MISSION:= The 257th Enginesr Combat Battalion was to follow up the
assaulb crossing of the li5th Infantry Division with the construction
of an N-2 Treadway Bridge in the vieinity of Hamm, Germany.

B, TROOPS TNVOLVED$
(1) 1101st Engineer Combat Group
(2) 257th Englneer Combat RBattalion .
. =3
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Oper. 257th Engr C Bn in the ETO - 19,1945 (cont!d)

Company Date - - Coordinates ' Description
* Constructing ' : ;
Company "AM 10 Apr 1945 N-%3L819 Constructed a 195 ft,
' ' - ' class L0, one way, 5
16 Apr 195 span steel stringer
: ' - Ffixed bridge over blown
gap.
Company "CH 1% Apr 1045 - 0-186697 Replaced a 70 ft. DS BB
- ; with a 50 ft. class
16 Apr 1945 Lo, two way, 2 span
steel stringzer fixed
bridge. Constructed
under BB.
Company "B" 15 Apr 19L5 0-261492 . Built a 120 ft, class

- Lo, ¥~2 Treadway bridge.
16 Lpr 19135

C. SPECTAL ASSTGHVENTS :

(1)

(2)

On 17 April 1945 the Battalion was attached to the Li5th In=
fantry Division per VOCG XV Ccrps, for operations in Nurnberg
to post security puards and clescr mines and booby traps from
areas designated in T-Force Area, One company was attached to
each of the Infantry Regirents (157th, 179th and 180th), The
Battalion was released to continue general engineer work on
2l April 19L5,

On 27 fipril 1945 the Battalion was assigned to the Tth hrny
Security Cormand, LlLth ALA Brigade and 5th AAL Grouwp, With
the nission to guard installations of nmilitary value, to

. vrovide security patrols, control the movement of displaced

persons and to rbpreSMnt the military autnorlty in the
assigned area.

VI. SUMMARY ;=

Jig

B.

Co

De

TOual number of bridgzes built - Twelve (12)

(1) WNine (9) Timber trestle bridges

(2) Two (2) Treacdway Bridges M-2

(3) ©Cne (1) DS Bailey Bridge )

Total length of Bailey Bridges dismantled - €00 feet
Total nunber of minefislds cleared — Two (2)

Largest area of engineer responsibility was 1100 square

niles (approxinately)
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PHOTOGRAPHS
of
WORK ACCOMPLISHED
by _
257TH ENGINEER COMBAT BATTALION
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DESCRIPTION: PORD MATERIAL
PLACE: CONTHIL, FRANCE
DATE 19 JRNLAR) /945

ﬂ[ﬁf/?/PT/OA/ F/{?M/Cﬂ POU[/? O/V /l/ﬂZ

PLRACEVICINIT Y OF MORHANGE, F/P/?A/([
DATE:R8 JANUARY /945



DESCRIPTION:

PLACE:
DATE :

St 1WIR "3e362
ht He= CcL
HABOUDANGE, FRANCE.

1?7 FEB. 1945.

MICTME
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DESCRIPTION:
REMOVING 50 Fi. DS BB

PLACE +  HABOUDANGE . FRANCE

DATE : /7 FEB. /945




DESCRIPTION: Q4R y W OFERATION
AACE: WeNITY OF RAHLING  FRANCE
ATE: 25 FEBRUARY 1975

LESCEIPTION: MANTENANGE GF A-597
FLACE: CONTHIL, FRANCA
DATE: T FEBRUARY /975




DESCRIPTION:
LOADING SHUTE A7 ROCK QUARRY

PLACE “VIC/INITY OF FRAFLING | FRANCE
DATE = 25 FFEB 1945




DESCRIPTION:

PLACE:
DATE :

mMCTMD

ImeTm>

1@14.0
1@ 92
3T IWiIZ L 1e15.0
ht? Heo CL&o
ACHEN, FRANCE.
28 FEB. 1947
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LDESCRIPTION: /@179

S/ Wi [ /@38 |
htlB H= (/.

FLACE - WEDESHEIM  FRANCE

DATE : O8 MARCH /945
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DESCRIPTION -

SEIWE L el
| ‘ 73 - 4
PLACE - QL FRPMINGEN ,}/fV%WWé?éD

DATE

I MARCH /945
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DESCR/PTTON:

HIZO He
WITTRING , FRANCE

/6 MARCH /945

PACE :
DATE .
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DESCRIPTION ¢ FLOATING TREAPHWAY ZRIDGCE 72 L@

PLACE . WICINITY OF HAMM , G L& MANY

CDATE D 27 MARGCH 1975

N0 N M

ENNNR AN




DES CRIPTION |
NEA - SAORE APROACH

L ACE " WWCIWTY OF JAMY  GERMAN Y
DATE . 27 il f07s




= e

—_—
\\E

t

P
I3

2 W2z

J7
M. &

DESCRIPTION

@

CL.IW

oo

2w ¢9

N-J6 3867

PLACE-

/1945

'O APRPR/L

DATE



| DESCRIPTION: GOFT 05 BB CLASS 40

OO AT CF AANK ROAD

 ALACE: VIEMITY CF JOSSA,
CEBMANY

CQUTES . OB APRY /95




DESCRIPTION:  S»__ [ WJ)2 /.

Hr 8 H o Cl. @

PLACE : VICINITY OF TOSSA. GERMANY
DATE « /4 APRI 19495
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DESCRIPTION: THE 195 FIr IIMBER  TRESTLE BRIGE

FLACE: wvremury oF SOSSA, GLAMANY

PATE: 14 AFRIL (945




