Sgt. Palmer’s Road to Rome
Having been relevied from the German Gustav Winter
line for a few weeks of training, and new recruits from
the U.S. The rumor is that we will be going to Anzio.
The Invasion of Anzio had been a walk in, but as always
the bickering Generals, held their troops back, and dug
in. This was to be one of the worst mistakes of the Italian
Campaign. The troops and hospital Units at Anzio were
the steady targets of the neverending artillery, and
mortars, and German Infantry Patrols. Casulities were
severe.

So it is about the middle of May 1944 when the
rumors are flying as always, that the 36™". will be going
to Anzio, and it did happen. Our Division landed at
Anzio with out any problems, we would releive, the 15
Th.Reg.of the Therd Div. Of course they had to give up
their comfortable Foxholes. But they were handed over
with great joy. So as we settled in the word came down
that patrols would be sent out at night only. I was Squad
leader, and would be responsible with my platoon leader
to have the order carried out. Every one at Anzio was
very nervous, including the Krauts, for they new that the
36™. had landed, and they had fought the 36'". all the
way since Salerno Invasion. It would be only a few days
when our Div.Commander Genaral Walker was in his
Piper Cub, flying a reconaissance flight, and had
determined that he seen a way to Infiltrate two
Regiments behind the German Lines.


















