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'% U.S.S. THOMAS STONE (AP-59) /,b

(AP-59: dp. 14,868; £. 492'; b. 69'6"; dn. 24'8"; 4. 16.5 k.; cpC. 379; a. 15", 4 3"; ck. President Jackson)

Thomas Stone (AP-59) was Laid down wrlen a manitime Conmission contract (MC hul 58) as President Van Bunen on 12 August 1941 at
Nawort Naws, VA, by the Newort Nawvs Shipbuilding ard Dugdock Co.; Lanched on 1 May 1941; and delivered to the Amenican President Lines
on 11 Septenben 1941. The passengen Cinen was acquined by the Mwy on 14 Jawany 1942; convented for use as a tnoop nansport; and
cenmissioned on 18 May 1942, Capt. O.R. Benneheff o comand.

Thomas Stone Roaded troops at Nonfofk wud, on 26 Septenben, saifed for Inefand with Convoy AT 23. The transport uwns assigned the task
of cavuing thoops forn the Buitish-controlled assault on Mgiens. She tnansited the Straits of Gibwalton on the nights of 5 and 6
Novenber. Oh the mowning of the 7th, she was steaming on the Left ffank of the convoy, secord in Line, astewn of Samuel Chase (AP-56).
At 0535, a torpedo hit the ship's pont side, aft, blaving a hole in hen bottom; breaking hen pwpellen shagt; and bending her pwpellen
wxl hen nudden to stanboand. The comvey continued on, Leaving Thoms Stone behind, adnift some 150 miles fnom Algiens, guanded by only
Buitish cowette IMS Spey.  Aftern daylight, an inspection of the damge nevealed that the ship wns in no irmediate dangen of sinking but
was neventhefess unable fo move wxlen hen oun paver.

Put Capt. Bemehoff and Major Walten M. Oakes, USA--who conmanded the battalion Landing team embanked in Thomas Stone--wene not
contont to Lot the tramsport's troops diift aimbessly in the Meditennanean while othens took Afgiens. Besides, alf on board were in
deadly perif §rom a possible nenawl of the submwine attack. 7o solue both puoblems, the two officens fLoaded moat of the inansport's
troops in 24 boats which set out fon Algiens Bay wunden the protecition of Spey. Howeven, the weathea uhich had been.good when the boats
Ledt the transport wonsened, and the frail craft began taking on wntern. Engine tnouble fonced the boats to be abandoned one by one, and
thein cravs and passengens were trnsfeved to the cowette. Ghen Spey finablly neached Algiens before daw on the 8th, she cawied all
of the craws of the boats and each of thein passengens, for eveny boat had been scuttled. By the time Spey's Inoops went ashone that
moving; they Leanned that all French nesistance had ended. :

Meanwhile, fwo destroyens, HMS Wishant and MMS Velox, had arnived on the night of the 7th and attemted Zo Zow Thomas Stone. The next
moming, MMS St. Day, a fug, awived to assist. Despite bad weathen and the twisted nemnants of the transpont's nudden which made hen
aff but wmanageable, the group of ships §inally neached Algicas on the 11th and moored to the Quai de Falaise whene she dischanged the
nemining Lwoops ad equipment.

On 19 Novemben, Thomas Stone was moved to the outen hanbor tu nuke noom for fw Lange covoys. An ain naid on the nights of 24 and
25 Novemben caused additional damge to the ship when a bomb plenced tw decks, the hull, ami exploded beneath hen. On the 25th, a high
wind and heavy avells caused the ship to drag both anchors and drove hen hand aground, funthen damaging hen hull. While stILE oground,
the trasport was neclassified APA-29 on 1 Febwany 1943. Safuage openations contimsed gor oven a yean, and all equipment and stores
were nenpved. Efforts to nefloat the ship continued until the spuing of 1944, but the ship was (ially placed out of commission on 1
Apil 1944, and hex rname uns Atnuch from the Navy £ist on 8 Apuik 1944. Hen hulh was sold to Le Mateniel Economique, Algiens, for scnrap.

Thomas Stone neceived one batile stan for Wonkd Wan 11 senvice. :
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