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V /U.S.S. TIWHAS STONE IAP-S9) '//

(AP-59: dp. 14,868; L 492'; 6. 69'6"; ck. 24'8"; 6. 16.5 h.; qjt 379; a. 1 5", 4 3"; cl. JackAon)

lhonrx6 Stonc. (AP-59) tux4 iudd dam ttytloA a ma/iitijfie. ConmiAAion co}it'wjat fAC hull 58} oA A^eiirfent i/an Eu/l&i on 12 Auga^ 1941 at
NQKponX W0U4, l/A, btj ihfL Nmpo^t Navi SkipbaUding artd Vnijdock Co.; ta/mched on 1 May 1941; ard daXJoJOKod to thi. American PteAident UneA
on 11 Sqatotbe/i 1941. The. pciAAeige/L UneA. loaA ocquiAed by the. Ihwy on 14 Januanjy 1942; comjeAted ^oa. u6e oA a tAoop tAonipoAt; and
cawiiAAioned on 18 ̂ kuj 1942, Copt. O.P. P&mehoj^i^ m ccnntuid.

IhomoA Stone loaded tAoopA at Noa/{oIJz cuid, on 26 Septenbex, Aaited (Jot lAeland uAth Conooy AT 23. The tAonApoAt tooA oAMgned tfie toAk
0(J eoAAjjing txoopA (^oa the BAAtiAli-coniAotted aAiaittt on A^ieAA. She tAonAdted tJie StAaitA o^ GdyvaCtaA. on the nXghtA o^ 5 and 6
NovenheA. On the moAiiing o^ the 7th, Alie imA 'Ateambig on the le^t i^lank o^ the com/oy, Aecoiid m line, aAtenn o^ Samel ChaAe (AP-56).
At 0535, a toApedo hit the Ahip'A pofit Me, af^t, blaoing a hole in hen bottan; bAeaking heA pAopeHeA Aha^; and bending hen pAopelleA
ojti heA Aii/deA to 'Ataxboand. The cowctj contimied on, lejwijvj ThamA Stone behind, adAl^ Aome 150 mileA j^Aom AtgWiA, guaAded by only
HxitiAli coAvette UMS S}:>ey. A^tex doijUgkt, aii mAfxction o^ die danuge Aevealed tiwX. the Alup uJoA in m irnnediate dangen o(^ Ainhing but
loaA neveatheleAA unable to nove wtieA hen ouji paoen.

Put Capt. Benief^o^ and Majax libtteA M. OakeA, USA—vdw connwided the battalion landhg team embaaked in ThamA Stone—uxAe not
ecntent to let the tnanApoAt'A tnoopA dAx^t admleAAly in the MediteAAmiean vjhile otheAA took AlgieAA. BeAideA, all on booAd wene in
deadly peail ^Aom a poAAible Aenaoal o^ die AubmaAijie attack. To Aolue bath pxoblemA, the tjuo o^^eAA loaded moAt die tAonApoAt'A
tAoopA in 24 boatA uhich Aet out ̂ oa AlgicAA Bay undex die pAotection o^ Spey. HaoeoeA, the loeadiex ukich had been good idien the boatA
lefit die tAonApoAt u)oxAe}ied, and the ̂ Aoil cAo^t began taking on watex. Ehgiie tAouble ̂ oAced the boatA to be abandoned one by one, and
dieix cxeioA ayd paAAe}\gexA wexe taanA^exxed to the coxvette. (dien Spey ̂ imlly xeadied filgiexA be^oxe dam'on the 8th, Ahe caxxied all
0^ die cyi0U4 0|5 die boatA and each o\ theix poAAeyigexA, ^ox ^eny boat had been Acuttled. By die time Spey'A txoopA went aAhoxe that
mvtingi diey leaxned that all FxencJi AeAiAtance had ended.

Meanfjhile, two deAtnoyexA, lif-lS (xJiAhaAt aid. PMS l/elox, had axAived on the night o^ die 7di and attenpted to tow ThamA Stone. The next
moviing, /<A1S St. Vay, a tog, axxioed to aAAiAt. VeApite bad madiex atd die twiAted AemantA o^ die txanApoAt'A nuddex which made hex
all but wrmnageabte, the gxoup o^ Ahijy*> finally xearJied AlgicxA on die 1 Idi ayid mooxed to the Qjol de FalaiAe tdiexe Ahe diAchaxged the
xcnuinbg txoopA and equipment.

On 19 NovenbeA, ThamA Stone waA nvveti to die outex hoAbox to nuke xoom ^ox two laxge cowoyA. An aix xaid on the nightA 24 and
25 Novembex cauAed additional danuge to die Ahip lohen a barb piexced tm deckA, die hull, twiri exploded beneath hex. On the 25th, a high
wud and heanj AivellA cauAed die Ahip to dxag bodi anchoxA and dxove hex hand agxound, ^uxtfiex danughg hex hull. Uhile Atill agxound,
die tAwiApoxt MJA xecloAAl^ijed ArA-29 on 1 Fehxuaxy 1943. Sal^oage opexationA contuvied iox ooex a yeax, and all eguipment and AtoxeA
wexe xenwed. E^^oxtA to xe^toat die Ahip continued until die ApxJng o^ 1944, but the Ahip waA finally placed out commAAion on 1
Apxil 1944, and hex name mA Atxuck {,xom die Ikivy UAt on 8 Apxil 1944. Hex hulk waA Aold to Le ̂ bttexiel Econanique, A^iexA, ̂ ox Acxap.

VionuA Stone xec.elved one battle ̂ tax ^ox (ibxld Max 71 Aexoice.
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