More on the J43rd:

As most of you know, the 343prd Engineers was
actlvated at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana on the 22nd of April 1942.
In the space of a few weeka, the ranks were rillad by the transfer
of Truining Cadrea from organlized National Guard Units, officers who
had been personally selected by €Gol, Dunbar, and civilian soliers,
who made up the bulk of the Reglmental Persomnel. Aftsr tralning for
a month in Camp Claiborme and another month at Camp Dix in New Jersey,
the Hegimen% embaried for Forelgn Service from New York on July 1st,
1942 and landed at Glasgow, Scotland on the 13th of July.

It was asslgned a permanent atation at Nettlebed, England, near the
resort town of Henley-on-Thames. It's first activity on forelign soil
was the conatruction of a Regimental Camp. After that, the 343rd esntered
into a vaat construction program, ineluding the building of hospltals,
Quartermaster depots, warehouses for various Army Services, and large
blvouac installations for the housing of Americen Troopa that would be
arriving in the futura.

In October 1942, the Regiment was divided Into two echelons. While tha
2nd Battalion and Headquarters remained in England, the lat Battamlion
embarked to join the ipitial convoy headed for the invasion of North
Africa. They arrived and landed at Mers-El-Kabir on the 1lth of November
1942, and immediately atarted the work of clearing mines, debris, and
booby trap installations from this harbor as well as the Port of Oran.

The 2nd Battalion and Reglmental Hoadquarters, after embarking from
Liverpool, England, landed in North Africa in early December 1942. The
Entire Reglment then went intoc Bivouac at Canastel, a few miles east of
Uran. Operating as one unit from thls area the 343rd contimusd on ths
many englneering projects assigned to i1t. These included the bullding

of hospltals, ona with o capaclity of 6,400 beda, the laying of railroad
tracks, and construction of technical assembly lines for heavy equipment.

In early Jamuary of 1943, the Regiment was attached to the newly organ-
1zed 5th Army, and continued working on conatruction projects in the
Orun-Canastel areas. Shortly after belng asaigned to the Sth Army, our
Conpany "F" was moved into Cujda, Morocco and glven special engineering
taska. In March 1943, tne Hegiment, less Company "P", waa reliaved of

it's dutiea with the S5th Army, sasigned to the Eastern Base Jection, and
orderod East inteo the Constantine area. Company "A" remained in Bou Hanifia
to complete a large Gemeral Hospital. Companies "C" and "D" remained at
Chaunzy to finish the construction of facilities for an axtenaive prisonar
of war camp. Within a short period of tima these Companies also arrlved

in the Eaatern Base Sectlion, and moved on into Tuniaias,

in Southern lunisia, the lines of Communications into the IT Corps area
wors the Hegiwent!s major responslbility., As a conaequence, operations
included conatant mine sweeplng of roads and rallway beds, construction
of bridges, and contirual repairs to the miles of roads that had 1itar-
arlly dlsintegrated under the pressures of Army vehicle traffic. In
particular, the Companies followed closely behind Division Engineers
clearing mine fields at Jefna and keeplng roads open 1o the combat area
near Hill &09,

AL the close ol the Tunisian Campaign the Regiment want into bivuac at
Ferryville and began the task of harbor clearance for this clty and the
facilitles in Blzerta with day and night diving cperationa. Also, numer-
ous landing berthas were constructed for "LCT" Craft that were to be

shortly used in the invasion of Sicily. Durinﬁ thia peried Cowmpany "F"
arrived from (ujda, where 1t's work had included the conatruction of all

installationa necessary for Army Headquarters Operation,May/June 15943.



