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99TH INFANTRY DIVISION MCNTHLY NARRATIVE HISTORICAL REFORT
: FOR CCTOBER, 1945

During the month of October the 97th Division rolled up its
sleeves end pitched into the task of placing its units in the
moat strategleally convenient locations for the carrying out of
their occupational duties. . Already our division was occupying
more territory than any other division in Japen. The 97th had
jurisdicetion over four Japanese Frefeftures consisting of anprox-
imately 10,000 square miles in which lived over four million
apanese as well as thonsands of Chinese and Koreans. The job
necessitated a delicate‘handling and placement of personnal, bhoth
native and occupationsl, in order to secure itas objectives with
the least possible friction. Hipher headquarters made 1ts de-
cisions only after an intensive atudy of terrain, population, and
location of Japanese military and industrisl installetions. It
should be mentioned that the inlitlal phases of the cccupation
were carried ont by the 97th Division with a minimum amount of
discomfort to the troops and in such a way that a hipgh depree of
cooperation was pained from the Japenese, themselves.

During this early nart of the month the 169th Infantry Eepiment
of the 43rd Division was readyine for shipment back to the United
Statea. Troops with fewer than 60 points in the 4%rd Division
wera exchanpged for high point men from the 97th Division. is
move was made to exredite shipment homeward of the men eligible
for discharege snd at the sAme time allowed the 97th Division to
remain at effective strength.

The 3R6th Infantry Reriment, with the Third Pattalion of the
303rd Infentry Repiment attached, wes assirned Saitema Prefect-
ure. The 377th infantry Repiment was directed to prepare plans
for the occupation of Cumme Frefecture. An example of the thor-
ourhness with which the division acted may be seen in the extensive
reconnaissance made of the prefectures before the troops moved
in. The 397th Infantry Repiment wes readied for reconnalssance
at once, and the first party entered Cumma Frefecture at 0600

on 5eptumhar 2Bth for the purgnnﬁ of reconnoliterins tentative
occupational areas, locating Japanese military instelletions, and
securins basic economic and political data from the prefectural
authorities. ;

In anticipation of taking over Nagano Prefecture the 97th Division
Artillary sent reconnaissance patrols into that prefecture, On
October Ird the 303rd and the 365th Fleld Artillery Bettalions

had closed to Miizupahars Airfield. On “otober 5th the 97th Div-
ision Artillery took over the duties and areas of the 4%rd Div-
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t{sion Artillery which departed for Yokshama on October éth, and on
Octoher 9th bersn moving into Nageno Frefeoture to take up their
permenent positions there. The 365th Field Artillery Battalion
bepan movine into Napsno refecture on October 11th and hed_com-
pleted {ts move two days later. The 972nd Field Artillery Bat-
talion beean its move into Napeno Frefecture on Octoher 15th and
wag fully established two days later,

On October 6th the last elements gf the 303rd Infantry Resiment
closed to Yiizusshara Alrfield., “his Regiment assumed the puard
snd responaibility of this airfield from the *R6th Infantry
Regiment on October 9th, At the same time the Third Battelion of
the 3n3rd Infantry Reriment affected the relief of .the First
Cavalry Division in Saitams Frefecture. :

~T‘hu Sasond Battelion of the 386th Infantry Fegiment assumed con=-
trol of Takshari Airfield, and the Third Battanlion of the same
resiment occupied installations in the vieinity of Oshi.

On Ogtober 9th sdvance elements of the 387th Infantry Resiment
bepan movine by shuttle movement into Cumma Prefecture, to Mae-
hashi and Ota to take over their permanent ococcupational zones,
By Optober 10th the gﬂﬁth Infantry Resiment had completed the
relief of the 397th Infantry Fegiment in Saitama Frefecture,
which hed closed in its new location, assuming ococupational re-
sponsihilities at 1R0201., This repiment immedistely commenced re-
connoitering known intellierence and salvape tarpets within its
rerimental 7one. Here smpain was an example of the speed and
efficiency with which the troops moved and settled into new
locatlons.

¥afor Cenaral T, F . Kramer, unmmnndigg the 97th Division, of COct-
ober 12th, assumed command of the Xl Corps during the temporary
absence of Lieutensnt General E.F, Hsll.

On Ogtrber 17th the 106th Crdinance Bomb Disposal Squed was
attached to our division for the identification and recommendation
of dispoaition of ell Japsnese smmunitions where safe handling
and transportation wes nuesticneble and for destruction of am-
munition that ves too danperous to tranaport.

The 303rd Infantry thimunt, less the First and’'Third Pattalions,
moved into Yamenash! ‘refecture on Yotober 24th, and less than a
day lster had closed in its new location and had assumed full
command and occupational reanonaihilities for this nrafecture.
Cheak points wers maintained at warious reilroad astations and
important road junctions to turn back sll unauthorized perronnel.

Fhllowine a disturbarce caused bw Chinese laborers at Otaki a
confarence was held st Furushimes on October 25th which produced
an agreement between Japansse officisls and Chinese workers that



- i

resulted in grantine the Chinese the same rights and privelepges
as the Japanese. The 922nd Fi{eld Artillery Battalion was dis-
patched to Fukushima te prevent any Chinese uprisings and to
sesrch foymilitary equipment. At Matsukawa in this vieinity

s Japanese bombsirht was found patterned efter the B-24 bomb-
sirht which is believed to be the first one to be completed by
the Japanese.

The 97th Division Counter Intellipence Corps personnel dis- .
covered, among various military supplies in & werehcuse at Saki,
299 fifty-pound bars of silver bullion. At Omiya units of our
diviaion discovered forty-Tive tons of silver, about 9000 carats
in diamonds, and hupe quantities of platinoum,

Ashes of saventeen unidentified American eirmen missine from &
B_?9 mission early in 1945 were recoversd by men of the 97th
Division at Fumaraye in Saitnma Prefecture. No evidences of
atrocities were found: The bodies of all the airmen had been cres
mated by the Jhnanaua, ploced in small boxes, and @nshrined,
Alsp, the twisted wreckape of the planes was recovered in which
the men had creshed. All of the men were given honorable mili-
tary borisls.

On ahout the 26th of QOgtober, intellirence personnel attached to
the 97th Division discovered sn elshorate underpround network of
cerented rooms and tunnels near Marano. The excavation, honey-
comhins the mountadins in thet area, was beliaved planned as a
Tapanese army headovarters 7 tha jlliaﬂ.in?na1nn of Japan had
necessitated a lnst-diteh stand for the Japanese in a defence of
their homeland. The vnderground maze was 50 extensive that aven
the caretakers refused to ro inslde for fear of becomine lost.

Ey this time the entire 97th and all dnits attached were settled
into permanent barracks and were working to establish themselves
comfortably in preparation for the coming winter. The troops
~ade excellent use of Japarase labcr nnd materials and b~ —ork-
ing lonp hours on their own time, manaped to erect luxurious *
livins guarters and recreational facilities.’ Day rooms; theatres,
kitchems, and sleeping quarters were cleaned, decorated, and
furnished with the inevitsble 1n€enu1t1 that is so character-
istic of the American soldier, Volley ball, besketbasll, and
handball courts were 1laid out and used with an enthusissm that
hesnoke a hirh defree of morale. Af the same time the 97th
Diviston {nstituted an edvcaticnal prosrem that wes second to
none among the cccupational units,

Division Tendanerters and the Special Troops with the First Eat-
talion of the 303rd Infantry Repiment and the 303rd Field Art-
illery Fattalion were sitmoted at the ! izupahera Airfield in
Saita~a Prefectnre. The 303rd Infungrr thimint less the First
and Third Battalions was cccupying Yemanashi Frefecture. Since



debarkation st Yokehama, the Third Battalion of the 303rd Inf-
antry Regiment had been sttached to the 3R6th Igrlntrr Rggiment
which was ocoupyine Saitama Frefecture. G%nna refecture was
ocoupied by the 3°7th_Infantry Regiment, The 97th Division
Artillery, the 922nd Field Artillery Battalion, and the gEEth
Field Artillery Battalion plus the 97th Recon Troop end_Company

E of the 303rd Infantry Reriment were occupyine Napano Prefscture.

The missions and operations of the occupying troops remained as
ordered previocusly. ey consisted of: the sarveillance and
security of enemy property; the reconnoiterine, inventorylne,
and salvaging of known intellipence targets; tﬁn patrolling and
guarding of all Japshess installations; and the maintensnce of
guards slong the borders of the respective prefectures to pre=-
vent entering or leaving by unauthorized personnel.

Thus 1t may readily be seen that the 97th Division was taking

an integral participation in the occupation of Japan. It had
taken a huge share 19 thas establishment and maintenance of the
peace following the ‘amansese surrender. uring the phasa of
inventorying and salvaring before consolidation began, the dive
ision was suardine end supervising & total of 292 known intell=-
igence targets. These targets included hundreds of war in-
dustries and military installations as well as numerous peace-
time producing fectories, including sll_tynes of plants from
btall-bearing factoriss to silk looms. In addition to these
known tarpets the 97th Division was responsible for lccating and
consficatinge hnre amounts of bullion, medical and clothlng sup-
plies, and foodatuffs._ Muech of the latter was controlled and
distributed amones the Jananese people by way of easing the strain
of starvation and hence easine the long-term tesk of ococcupation.
The terrain included within the divisional zones of occcupatdon
varied from ruered mountains to flat plains. This fect in it-
self increased the number and variables of the problems to be
met and solved by way of providing sdministration and handling
of both troops and natives,

&+ .

Dyring the entire initial phases of debarkinp, ¢losine, and or-
ranizing into the resvective occupational zones, there was no
resistance encountered with the enemy. No ssbotere and no secret
or hazerdous activities were discovered. The only troublesome
pecurrances known durine this nhase consisted of a few isolated
incidents of sttempts bv individual Japanese to steal food,
fuel, or clothine. These ceseg were deelt with immediately and
without undue complicatigns. he entire task of occcupation

as mssigned to the ®7th infantry Division was met with the rapid-
ity, smoothness, and efficiency that had characterized the act-
ivitiss of the 97th throughout its entire history.



g7TH INF-NTRY DIVISION MONTHLY NARR.TIVE HISTORICAL REPORT ;
FOR NOVEMEER, 1945
The month ef Nevember wus a busy ene fer the Trident Ddvision. The numersus and
difficult wrinkles in the task of eccupation were rapidly being irened sut as the

division gained in experience and enhanced its adreitness in the executien of
its assipned .dssien.

This mission consisted of complste occupa’ ienal centrel of the feur prefecturss
of Yamanashi, Saituma, OGumma and Nag. s, aprising ever ten theusand square miles
and more than five ind a quarter mili.on _eople. In the clesing days ef Hevem-
ber, the Divisien ..s preparing te relinquish the prefecture of Yamanushi te the
First Cavalry Divisien and te assume sccupatienal centrel ef Fukushima, Niigata
and Techizi Prefectures. This wove repriasented an additien of twelve theusand
square miles and an additienal five millien people. Te assist in the centrel of
Tochigi, the 158th Regimental Ceibat Team was te be attached te the Divisien for
sccupational centrol.

In accordance with demebilizatien plans fram higher headquarters, all tresps with
60 points became eligible for discharge as of the first of November. The Division
expedited the transfer of these men to redeployment centers so that the majarity

of them wers on their way homeward during the schedulsd menth. Sixty-seven officers
‘and 190 enlisted men were sent to the Lth Replacement Depot for rel=ase from

active ssrvice. ilse during this peried 125 officers and 1311 enlisted men were
received as replicements. The majority ef these men ceming inte the Divisien were °
received from the 4th Heplacement Depot, but 115 enlisted men were recelved frem
the imaricsl Divisien when it deactivated in September and 23 enlisted men were
-received from the 43rd Division Reur Echelen in kundla,

The locatipn of Japanese military installatiens and military equipment continued
during the moath ef Nevember. Alse included were the duties of surveillance and
security of enemy property; the recoancitering, inventerying und salvaging ef
known intelligence targets; the patrelling and guarding of 511 Japaness installu-
tisns; ard the maintesnance of guards aleng the borders of the respective prefec-
tures te prevent entering er leaving by unauthorized personnel., Japaneas war
materisls were located and censolidated from all serts ef odd places such as a
Cirls' High Schoel, railroad stations, mines and vacant lsts, !

Apents of the 97th CIC Detachment discovered in an inconspicucus warsehsuse behind
a department store which was advertising seuvenirs for American troops, 299 bars
of silver bullion, each weighing fifty pounds. Discovery of the bullion was made
while these men were tracing documents and possessiens ef Cerman nationils, Guards
ware izmediately placed on the warehouse by the 387th Infantry Reglment.

A short time previous te this, other viluables consisting eof huge quantities ef
captured Chinese silver coin, 6700 karuts of nenmercial diamonds, 580 idlegraas

of platinus-radium alloy, and other precicus metals in various forms, including
platinum buddhas, from the Independent Arsenal eof Tokyo at Iwahana had been lo-
cated and confiscated by elementa of the Divisien. In accordunce with instructieons
from XI Corps, the bullion and other valualles were moved by speciasl train under
cuard to Ueno Station, Tolgye, and.a guard from the First Cavalry Division jeined
the 97th Tivision detail in moving the silver to the Bark of Japan. At that time,
responsibility passed to Eighth Army Wilitary Government sectlon. In addition te
this, the 922nd Field irtillery Battalien discovered and shipped to the Bank of Japan,
1113 hags of lump silver, 438 bags in wooden cases und 675 bags of silver in bulk.
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As a result of an inventery mude by the 5-2 of the 97th Division Artillery in the
area of Maogane City, quantities of pnarcotics were discovered and collected. This
included over 3000 kilegrams of opium and large quantities ef cocaine and morphine.
A more complete list luter revealed some small ameunts of less common drugs. All
of the narcotics, totaling over 13 tons, were turned ever teo the 29th Medical
Depot at Yeolkohama.

On 5 Novembar, instructions were sent to each of the Infuntry Regimesnts and Divisien
Artillery te compile lists of all Chinese nationals in their respective szones,

gither laborers or prisonsrs of war, desiring ts return to China. These instructions
were given in accordance with directions from higher headquarters issued 3 Nevember
regarding possible repatriation of all such Chinese pationals. Three efficers of
tha Chinese Army, accompanied by an efficer of the 0-5 section, made an inspsction
of camps in the Divisien area that were or had been eccupied by Chinese priscners

of war. A consolidated report was submitted te XI Corps and final tabulation showed
that there were ever 1900 Chinese in six laber camps, four camps located im Naguneo
Prefecturs and the remaining two in Gumma Prefecture, During the latter part of
November all Chinese desiring to return to their homsland were moved by rail te
Southern Honshu in prepar:tion for their belng shipped back te China, and the in-
stallations were clozed. The only Chinese naticmals left in the Divislon area were
those who requested to remain due to business or other commercial reasens. In
Hagano Prefecture, 121 Chinese prisonera of war were evacuated from the camp at
Kashiwabara; 169 from the at Otakd; 374 from the camp at Agematsul; and 496
from the camp at Eﬂtﬂjﬂbﬂmﬂﬂi mile sast of Matsumoto). In Gumma Prefecturs,

553 Chinese prisoners of war were evacuated from the camp at Numata and 231 from Ota.
Prior to the time that the camps were placed under the protective custody of our urmy
personnel, living conditions at the camps were reported as very poor with a serious
shortage of food, clothing, bedding and medical supplies. Such conditions were
remsdisd at the instigation of our occupational control. In the Ota camp evidence
of barbaric treatment was found in the persons of L9 Chinese prisocners of war who
had been blinded with sulfuric acid during their incarceratien.

One disorder in Magano Prefecturs, occasicned by a revolt of Chinese laberers against
Japanese civilians was immediutely suppressed. Divisien troops maintained centrol
over the troubled area during November until the Chinese were evacuated, There

were no outstanding incidents of military er civilian disturbances in the divisional
occupational zone during the month.

On 1 Hovember, the 97th CIC Detachment and the L6th Area CIC Team were withdrawn
from Divisional jurisdiction and reformed inte area teams segregated from tactical
units under the new CIC poliey emenating from GHQ, Tokyo. On 7 Hovember, the
Speclal Investigative Section was created within the G-2 Section. The puroose

in establishing this section was to form an agency which would be available to
undertake any G-2 investigative work that might arise in the Divisien area. Apart
from routine investigations this section engaged in investigating details of
crashes of illied airaen that tock place within the Divisien area. The bedy of an
American pilot was recovered outside the village of Kawai in the vicinity of
Itwatsuki. The pilot's single engine fighter plane crashed on 28 July, 1945.

A eompany of Japanese soldiers stationed in the area proceeded to the scens and
shot the pilot, burying him in the same area. Conflicting reports exist between
several persons familiar with the incident as to whether or not the already-
wounded pilot resisted capturs.



A priest who remembered the number "2.® painted on the wings and tail of a B-29
which erashed in Takashina, four miles south of Kazagos on 24 April, 1945, furnished
information which led to the recovery of the bodies of thres Amsrican airmen which
had been taken from the wreckage of their plane by the Japanese and burled near

the village. Five other American airmen pParachutsd from the plane and were taken
prisoners by Japanese lilitary Police. The thres bodies recovered reportedly
carried no identificaticn.

The Jepanese Army Headquarters at Kofu, Yamanashi Prefecture, and at Kaebashi,
Gurma Frefecture, were investiguated by the 303rd and the 387th Infantry Regiments
respectively. The object of the inquiries was the examination of these offices

to determine thelir lepitimats status as agencies in the demobdlization program

of the Japanese Government. These cases wers terminuted after certain irrepulari-
ties were corrected, : '

During the month of November, routine -2 operations continued in the inventorying
of documents within the Division area by way of assisting Technical Intelligence
teams from higher headquarters on special missions and in the supervision of map
distribution throughout the Division,

Investigation was made by an officer of the 175th Language Detachment regarding

— certain Japanese underwater harbor defenses in Tokyo Bay. A detailed written report
was forvarded to XI Corps on 14 Novesber, The source of the investigation was
4 lormer Japanese army officer who revesled the following information: merchant
ships were adapted at either Yolkosuka or Yokohama to contain several watertight
corpartments. lhen construction and armament wers completed, thess ships were
towed to designated locations and sunk by blasting open other compartments. This
produced, in effect, an underwater pillbox, Three such pillboxes are known to
have been installed at the Mouth of Tokyo Bay, in depths of about twenty meters,
Equipped with three traversable torpedo tubes and sound detectora, each such pill-
box was divided into three sections; livins quarters » torpedo room, and water
chacber - the latter designed for adaitting members of the crew in diving suits.

A series of undersround caves and warehouses were found and investigated in the
vicinity of Latsushiro, Thase elaborate sxcavations were believed to be 4 Japaness

- Ary general headouarters but no ecuipment was found I'l-l- substantiate this suspicion.
g .

* ‘The Mumata Army Broadcasting and ileather Stition was investigated by our troops,
'\« Who found large ficld type transcitters, an extensive library of telegraphy, and a
' camplete sot of United States weather records for the past twelve years,

3 “Suripliu of hidden food in a warshouse belonging to a Farners' Association wers
uncovered in the isolated village of Ishita near Konosu. Civilians reported that
these food supplies were stored by Japanese Army personnel in anticipation of a future
food shortage in case of an expected Allied invasion of the Japansse homeland,

The G-5 Section, credted by VOCG when the Division landed at Yokohama in September,
with one officer and one enlisted man, had seen its work increase by 1 November
that it then had on duty with it six officers and four enlisted men, The primary
zission of the G-5 Section was to serve as a liaison section between the Division
and the Japanese Government, and to perform the military government functions of
the Division pending the arrival of l4litary Government Companies for semi-permansnt

aecnnatd anal dndd sa



During the wonth of Novesmber, the principal duties of the Secticn in the four
prefectures under Division control fell into five main categories:

(1) Reconversion of Industry.

This vork started in the Division area im October and was pushed to a maocimum in
Hovember. The Kunto Flain .rea of Saituma and Guama Prefectures is a heavily in-
dustrialized oren and had produced a vast amount of material for Japan's war effort.
The war factories were permitted to recomvert to peacetime production only after
inspection - under G-5 supervision - by Division Engineering Officers, following
the factories' written applications to reconvert. after inspsctions had assured
desdlitarization, permits to manufacture were issued by the G-5 Section of Division
Headguarters.

During the month of Wovember a total of 82 factories in the Division area were
granted persits to reconvert, distributed in the prefectures as follows:

Saltama -]
Gumna 14
Nagano 10
Yamanashi 2

The permits which were grunted authorized the production of items ranging in
variety from can openers, pots, and pans to cement mixers and ships engines in
factories employing = total of more tham 30,000 persons which had formerly pro-
duced airplanes, puns, and tanks for the Japaness military forces with a capitali-
gation running inte uncounted hundreds of millions of yen. In all cases proper
salfeguards were taken to insure demilitarization bafors parmits were lssued.

The paralysis of Japaness industry in this area, which was a result of strategic
mmmnmn,mcmnmmnm,mmumt
gained as reconversion began to gain momentum.

(2) _Labor Progurement

Japanese civilisn labor required by units of the 97th Infoentry Division in eccu-
pational areas was furnished by the Japanese CGovernment on requisition made by the
undts of the Division to local Japanese officials who were suthorized by the Jap-
anese Government to furnish the needed labor.

A total of 128,970 Japanese laborera wers utilized in the Division area during
November, woriing a total of over a millien man-hours.

Former Japaness airmy vehicles were collected and turned over to the Kumagaya Folice
Chief for use in hauling laborers from distant points to the Division Headquarters
at Miitsugahara AMdrfield in Saitama Prefecture. A labor pool was begun for skilled
workers at Division Headquarters on 18 Movember, and the program wus extended to
include all workers on 25 November. Reaponsibility for furnishing transportation
for that labor to the Miitsugahara Labor Pool was placed upon the Japanese., Spec-
421 arrangsments were made for work on two Miitsugahara bulldings: the Field House
and the Officers' Club, Work began on the Officers' Club on § Noveaber.

On 30 November Labor Chiefs and Mayors of Ushi, Kuaagaya, and Fukaya were contacted
to furnish Japansse girls to be used in the imerican fled Cress Club.



(3) PErice Control -

fhen the G-5 Section started a campaign to control the prices of souvenirs about
the 17th of Cetober, the only official directive covering Price Control was

ticnal Directive 8, Annex 8 from Headquarters XI Corps dated 8 Octobar 1945. This
directed that prices be frozen as of 15 August 1945. Inasmuch as ne official orders
to this effect had been given to the Japanese Government, it was easy for the
Japanese merchants to sell souvenirs at any price they could get.

about 20 October, lajor General Kramer acting CG, XI Corps, ordered that any exces-
sive increases in prices would be called to the attention of local Prefecturs Offic-
ials who would be responsible for corrective measures in cenjunction with local
elvilian authorities; and alse erdered that positive control over prices of scuven-
irs sold to American troops would be maintained, Acting on this directive, the
Divisien Price Control started a Price Contrel campaign. Since Saltama Prefscturs
had more souvenir shops than any of the other prefectures, the initial work was
done in that prefecturs. At a meseting of represeatatives of the G-5 Section with
the Chief of Economy and Commerce of the Prefecturs and 52 souvenir shop owners,

the following requirements were set forth:

a. /1l stores in Saitama Prefecturs selling souvenirs to Military
persocnnel were required by the Prefedtural Government to have all
items tagged showlng the sales price,

b. Tags on material and eleth items must show quality of material,

c. Tags must be securely attached to the fitem and clearly viaible at all
times.

Although maximun prices could not be accurately established due to the variation

in quality of Japanese merchandise, the tagging of all items greatly reduced the
opportunity for merchants to raise the price of an item when a person showed in-
terest in it. The program established in Saitama Prefscturs was put into effect

in Gumma Prefecture by the 387th Regimental Commander. The effectiveness of bhe
Price Control Campuign was evident when the PX Toltyo cpened and prices of souve-
nﬁnbdn;n]dinmtmmmmwm"rymhhnrtmnthnpﬂunrnm
souvenirs in Tolgo. i

(4) Assenbling of Statistics on Japanese Industry, Farming, and Mining

1aurrqmndtufthnlmb¢rin&utqinﬂlfnurprﬂntnru. The largest
nusber-of lumber sills were found in Nagano with 149 =ills, followed by Saitams
with 104, Guons and Yamanashi having 95 and 30 respectivaly.

A camplete survey of all cleaning and pressing establishments in the Division
area was made.

A survey was made of industry and manufacturing in the four prefecturea which
included the number of plants in operation, preduction per month, percentage of
plant capacity, and number of serviceable plants not in operation. At this time
the manufacture of clothing, home appliances, and farm equipment had the highest
production. -
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basic products now on hand, the expscted harvest through June 1946, and the amount
of food rationed to the =

An investigation was made of Hosusi Hospital, owned Dr, Hosumi at Omiya, to
deterzine a new location as the mtuturgpimdmﬁmiumro:ﬁ. i

An investigation pf the food situation at Karulzawa was made.

(5) advice and Action on Status of AlMed Nationals and Prisoners of Uar

There was a fluctuating total of approximatsly 40,000 Koreans in the Division area
due to their coatinuous movement toward ports of repatriation or in search of honmes
or work. Approximately 1000 other Foredpn Nationals from hmerica, Canada, Russia,
England, and Germany were also in the Division area,

On 1 November thers were a total of 754 Allied Mationals, Meutruls, and Stateless
persons in Karulgzawa, one of the largest European colonies in Japun., In sddition
to thesé, there were about 700 Germans and a lurge of diplomats of all
nationalities. The Cocmunding General of the 97th Division directed that an issue
of potatoes und other fresh perishable food crope be made by the Japansse before
freezing weather to these persons living in Karulzawa, and also made available
certain Division transportation facilities to get Red Cross food issued from
Tokyo to Karuizawa.

On 16 November 1945, lioadquarters and Headquarters Company of the 76th, T7th, T8th,
and 79th I4litary Government Companies arrived at Yolohams. Company 76 was
assigned to Yamanashi, Company 77 to Gumma, Company 78 to Nagano, and Company 79
to Saitama Frefecture. Each Company consists of 12 officers and 60 enlisted men.

During the month of NWovember, the Division Artillery with its command post in the
city of Magano was in control of the Prefecturs of NMagaino. Attached to Division
A were the 97th Reconnaissunce Troop Mechanized and "E" Company of the
303rd Infantry Megiment. On 2 Hovember u reconnalssancs party left Divisien
Artiliosy for Niigata prior to taldng over occupstional duties of that prafecture
from the 27th Infantry Division.'” By 1800 on 30 November the 2nd Battalion of the
303rd Infantry Regiment had closed in the city of Miigata prior to being attached
tonDivision aArtillery.

The 303rd Infantry, less the 3rd Battalion, was located at Kofu while ce

Yamanashi, but on 30 November it relinquished the prefecture to the lst Cavalry
Division. On 24 November a reconnaissance .party left for Fukushima for the purpose
of coordinating with the 27th Infantry Division the plans for assumlng occupational
dutiss in Fukushima. By 1800 on 30 November the lst Battalion and Regimental Hg &
By Co had closed in Fulushima prier to assuming their dutiss there.

The 386th Infantry Regiment, plus the 3rd Battalion of the 303rd Infantry Regiment,
was charsed with continued securing and survelllance of enemy property in Saltama
Frefecture. The Regimental command post was located in Omiya,

- The 387th Infuntry Regiment, with its command post located at Ota in Gumms Prefec-
ture, continued to supervise the investigation of enemy targets and guarding of
equipoent., :



Specific eceupatiecnal cperations of Divisicn Artillery consisted of locating, in
the Fth Jap Military District at Matsukawa, electrical research equipment and =
Japanese bombsight patterned after the B-2i bombsight, believed to be the first
bombsight of this type to be completed by the Japanese, This bombaight was not -
the last equipment of that nature to be feund by Division Artillery,.for on 29
November the 522nd Fisld Artillery Ba located the Nippon Kugaku Kogo Co at Matsuo
which manufactured Gorden bombsights. . In additien to the destruction of Japancae
gliders, airplanes, arms and amunition, Division Artillery returned enormous
amounts of food, clething, and medical supplies to the Japaness Homs Ministry,

On 9 Novesber the mmilnrthnwruﬂnﬂuammplu-dmmﬁ
at the city of Fukushima, Nagano Prefecturs, by the 922nd.

The Infantry Regiments together controlled the prefectures of Guzma, Saitama, and
Yamanashi, a total of 5626 sq miles, Occupational duties for the regiments weres
much the same as those of Division Artillery with the routine destrustion of anemy
equipment and guarding of Search Iist items. Guards were established by the 387th
on the Imperial Palace at Ikaho.

By the end of Noveaber the Trident Division carried ths following attachments:

NIT DIV UNIT TO WHICH ATCHD
1346th Enginesr Combat Battalion 97th Inf Div
238 Chemical Service Platoon T97th Ord Co
106 Bomb Disposal Squad 797th Ord Ge
4th Platoon, 316 QM Bakery Cowpany 97th QM Co
347 W laundry Detachment 97th QM Co
lst Flatoon, 158 QM Bakery Company 97th Mv Arty
1st Platoon, 12th Sp Sv Co Ha Co, 97th Inf Div :
4th Platoon, 12th Sp Sv Co 303rd Inf Regt
175th Language Co Hg Co, 97th Inf Div
668 Eedical Clearing Ce 97th Miv Arty
£3 Malaria Control Detachment 97th Div Arty
L22nd Malaris Survey Detachment 97th Div Art
Hq and Hg Co, 77th Military Govt 387th Inf Regt
Hq and Hg Co, 78th Military Gowt Hg, 97th Div Arty
Hg and Hq Co, 79th Military Govt 386th
4th Platoon, 636th QM Laundry Co 322nd Engr Cm Bn

As far as supply is concerned, the most important development during the month was
the establishment of the QU installation at Tatebayashi Alrfield., All supplies and
equipment were moved into the new location on completion of the railroad spur, and
all Q¥ functions were handled at the new location after 20 NMovember, The Lth Platoon
of the J16th QU Bakery Co was placed in operation at Tatebayashi during the month

and begun regular bread preduction for the entirs division.

Supply lines up to 150 miles long were required to handle all units in the four
prefectures. The more distant units were handled by rail through development of &
reqular freight rail shipping schedules, and adjacent units were supplied by truck.
Passenger service was set up for the entire division to handle traffic betweea Hq

., and field units.' A3ditional service was arranged to Tokyo.
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ution of a large quantity of woolen clothing., Special wiater clothing was re-
quisitioned for troops in the mountalnous and colder areas, Issus of Kodel 1941
stoves was made on the basis of one stove per every ten men. Approximately fifteen
carloads of excess and unserviceable clothing and organizational equipment was shipped
to the Tlst QM Depot. Most of this material was received from the 43rd Division.

A total of 41 truck loads of Ordnance supplies was ploked up during the month of
November, As a result, Ordnance developed a fairly complete supply of parts. This
was an absolute necessity because of the tremendous amount of repalr needed on
vehicles talken over from the Americal and 43rd Divisions. It was found necessary to
use Japanese sources for some items, including 200 tarps for + ton trucks and trailers.

Decause of the narrow and deteriorated conditions of most all of the Japanese roads,
the Engineers worked steadily throughout the month oo read repair and maintanance.
In addition, the engineers built a railroad spur inte Tatebayushi idrfield; repaired
and strengthened bridges and bridge approaches; performed salvage operations; con-
structed numerous pre-fabricated billets; and operated a gravel pit and stock pils.
By using Japaness as well 13 irmy sources, the engineers built up a good supply of
construction materials., Lumber, glass, cement, asphalt, plumbing, and electrical
fittings were received in large quantities.

In addition to performing their regular duties in supplying units with medical
supplies, the Surgeon's Office received and checked inventeries from Japanese medical
installations and handled return of excess equipment to the 29th Madical Depot.

Duﬂmthtmnthafﬂwuhﬂumlﬁu million pounds of food and 500,000 pleces of
clothing wers returned to the Japanese through QM. 253 carleoads of ammunition were
shipped to the coast to be dumped into the sea. 400 airplanes and 1500 airplane
engines were destroyed along with countless quantities of small arms and small arms part

One of the important aspects of occupational pastime was the extensive educational
prograa instituted and encouraged by the MHyision. It carried the distinction of being
the first unit to enroll in the United States irmed Forces Institute after ita branch
was set up in Japan, and during the month of November the total number of enrcllees
increased to approximately 6000, Another indication of the same educational policy is
seen in the opening of the Unit Schools which are instructing some 1000 students. all
of this is in accord with the Army's desire to enhancs the soldier's preparation

for futurs civilian life.

Eight Silver Stars, L6 Bronze Sturs, one Soldier's Medsl, and fourteen Furple Hearts
were awarded throughout the division for action against the enesy in the European
Theatre of Operations.

Thus it is evident that the month of November was a record menth as concerns the
activity and tremendous amounts of work accomplished, The Trident Division had
rapidly adjusted to the task of occupation of Japan. By this time all troops had
full knowledge of their responsibilities and were performing their duties in thelr
usual’ commendable manner.
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97T INF._ &Y DIVISION MONTHLY NARRATIVE I_ PORICAL HEPORT
FOR DECAZMBER, 1945

The month of Decembor found the Occupatienal Zone of the Trident Divisien more
than doubls that of previous months. Nevertheless, it coatinued to function
smoothly, fully adjusted to its task in the occupation of Japan.

In accordance with demobilization plans set forth by the ilar Department, all
troops with 55 points were eligible for distharpe as of the first of December.
Under this plan, 07 officers and 1519 enlisted men were sent to the Lth Replace-
ment Depot for release from active service, The majority of these men were on
their way homeward during the scheduled month. Fourteen enlisted men received
dependency dlscharges. Four officers and 34 enllisted men received emergency
furloughs., 135 officers und 747 enlisted men were received as replacemsnts.

The majority of thesec men cwse from the 27th Infantry Division upon its in-
setivation. The Consressional ledal of Honor was awarded posthumously to Fic
Joe liustings. Five Hronze Stars and two Purple Hearts were awarded members of
the Division for action against the ememy in the Eurcpean Theatre of Cperations.

During the period, G-2 operationa continued in the supervision of map distribu-
tion throughout the Division. ikap supply was affected by the expinsion of the
Division occupational area. Sesrch was continued for documents of special
intelligence vulue. Assistance was rendered to technicul and speclal intelligence
teans from hipher headguarters.

One disorder occuring in Okenawa on 27 December involved upprozimately 24 Japan—
ase anl Xoreans. It was suppressed by the Jupaness civiliun police. There

was no cutstunding incident of sdlitary or civil disturbance in the Diwisicn
occupationul zone during the periocd.

The locition of Jaupanese rdlitary installations znd military equipment continued.
The Specizl Investiative Section discovered and male preliminary investigation
of two light tanks and meteorological equipment. The tanks had besa stripped

of <riument end turned over te civilian & cncies in Cumma Frefecturs to be usad
in “izhway maintenancs woric, The meteorological s.uipment had been given to
civilian agencies prior to the effective surrender dite. This equipment was
found in the possession of uschools in Umama, Kiryu, dguma, and Numata. It was -
consolidated and placed under guard at Ota,

The Division airtillery located and placed under guurd the Japanese Board of
Commnications st Muicano. It containsd radio transxdtters and parts. Division
irtillery also placed a guard on a signal warchouse at Shiojiri. This place
_gcontuained u huge amount of signal equipment. The 386th Regt withdrew guards
from five installations. . J

On 5 December it was reported that former Jarunese priscners of war in China
were returning to Japan with U.5. military clothing and equipment. These items
had besn isoued to theom orior to their repatriation from China. Cases of this
type were uost numerous in Guama Prefecture. Japansse police wezre instructed
to aid our military police in confiscating such clothing.

Investigition of four airplane crashes in Saitama Prefecturs vas continued, 3ix
uirplane crashes were investigated in Pukushima. The investigations concerned
crashes of U.5. irumy and Mavy planes which participated in bosbing raids on
Japan prior to the end of the war.

liore than 190 million pounds of foodstufis and 180,000 pairs of boots and shoes



wers returned to tHe Japaness through the Q. 600 carloads of amsunition were
shipped to the coast to be dumped into the ssa. Many weapons and tons of high
explosives were also destroyed, 296,000 carats of industrial diamonds and much
platinum, silver bur, coins, and silver wire were shipped to the Dank of Japan,
150 sirplanes, 56 airplans englnes, and 169 bombaights were destroyed. it the
end of the @onth, all prefectures except Saitama and Gumma had been cleared of
amminition. .

During this period the 158 RCT turned over to 7lst Qi Depot, 1714 personnel
parachutes, 874 medical parachutes, and 2025 cargo parachutes. They turned
over to Home ¥inistry over 10C0 tons of all types of scrap metals, 190 elsctric
motors, 235 tons of miscellaneous QU items, and 35 tons of miscellaneous office
supplies. The 158 RCT also turned back to the Home Ministry many electric
motors and gemerators, clothing, 160,000 bales of government cwned teobaceca,
and many other items.

Balding of sweet items such as pastries, cookies wus placed on a regularly scheduled
basis, Laundry service wis made availab’ : to all units.

A temporary railhead was set up at Miigata to handle Class I and III stocks
turned over by the 27th Infantry Divisioco. During the tims the railhesd was in
operation it issued ritions and Class ITI stocks to the 2nd En, 303rd Inf, and
approxirmately 2500 attached and rear echelon troops of the 27th Division. Surplus
stocks wers pacikad and ahipped to the Tlst QM Base Depot, Hall operiutions
increased as supply lines lengthoned, The Tatebayashi railhead received more
than 500 cars and shipped out over 500 cars to units in the field, The use of
oil burning atoves increased Cluss IIT requirements,

The enzineers worked ste.dily throughout the month on road suintenance and con-
struction of cuonset huts, Construction of 102 huts in Div Hq area is about 5008
comaplcte. Ceaent, lusber, nails, wire, putty, roofing, paint, rope, and tin
uere received in large quantities from both .omy and Jap sources.

The 1st of December found troops in new locations, lst En Hq & "D" Co, 303 Inf,
were at Xorlymsa. "I Co, 303 Inf, mas located at Wakamatsu, "i" and "C" Cos,
303 Inf, hud soved to Pukushica, AT, Sv Co, 303 Inf, and Co "A", 322 Yed En,
moves to kiitsugshars airfield, and Megtl Hg & Hg Co, 303 Inf, closed in Fuku-
shira. On 3 December "i" Hattery of 303 FA En closed into Takads. On 5 Dec-
amber Ssrvice Compuny of 303 Inf depurted from Miitsugahard Adrfield to join
its parent organization st Fukushima, ¥

Cn the Tth of Deceumber the G7th }G Hg & Hgq Co, locuted in Niigasta Prefecture,
was attached to Div arty. On Deceaber 10 the 389th FA In moved from Hiftsuga-
hara idrfield to Magans. CUn the same day, the 3rd Ba, 303 Inf, moved to ‘iaka-
n-tsu from Yest of Saido, The 77th LG Hg & Hg Co moved to Maebashi. Co "E® of
303 Inf moved from Magano te liiigata on the 1ith. Alse on this date the E0th
MG Hq & Hq Co was attached to the 158th HCT. Co oje 322 ilad Bn, departed for
Fukushima from Mditsugahard Adrfield on 19 Decesber.

Juring the period, the activity of the C-5 Office increased so grextly that an
increase in personnel to ten enlisted men and eight officers was necessary.

On 29 Foveuber 1945 we were relieved of the occupational responsibility in
Tamanushi Frefocture. Occupation:l responsibilities of three additional
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prefectures wore added, resulting in the follewing organizatlon:

Lumma T7th 1,504,865 24,38
Nagano 78th 2,121,050 5233
Saitama 79th 2,150,000 11,68
Tochigl 80th 1, 545,400 - 2,89
Hiigata - Tth 2,389,316 4861
Fulushima © BBth L.ml.m 5319

Thus, the F7th Infantry Division was charged with the occupational respoasibility
of am ares of 21,808 scuare miles having a population of approximately 11,701,878
peonle, This area is roughly eguivuleat to the land erea of “lest Virginia, and
a population ‘equal to that of Peansylwanla,

During the month of December additional atteation was given the shortage of
civilian housing und construction materdals. The housing shertage in somo
sections remsined 4cote. The greatest barrier to rebuilding is the lack of
lumber cnd skilled labor, .

The repatriution of Poreign Hatiomals, mostly Koreans, continued during Deces
ber. Ths following are statistics for Koreans departing during the month:

Magano Prefecture 838

Frofecture 355
Fukushima Prefecture 60
Miipats Prefecture 3280

Tnua, giving a total of 45063 Koreans repatriated from the four prefectures.
It i3 estimited by the Korean Association that by June 1946 all Koreans in this
are: will be repatriated. .

The repatriation of Formosans, Okinawans and Ryukuans is progressing more slowly
because these pesple zre nob as well erfaniszed as the Noreans, and because re-
patristion of the lloreans st-rted first. This office maintains a cozplete
chack on all Foreign Hationals. It 4s alse a function of the (-5 Office to
exusaine all cases of the arrest and incarceratlon of Foreign Hationzls.

Industrial reconversion in December resulted in 35 additional reconversion
permits, distributed as follows:

' Gumma Prefecture 12
Kiigata Prefecture 18
Saitama Prefecture 3
Tochipgl Prefecture 2

As eu:parud‘u:l.t.h the month of Hovember, the issuance of industriil permits
was cut by approximately 45%. This drop being due largely to changes in methods
of processing caused by changes in BEighth irmy Directives,

The men, officers, and units of the Trideat Division coatinued to perform
their duties in their ususl commandable manner. :
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97TH INF.NTRY DIVISION MONTHLY N.RRATIVE HISTORICAL REPORT
- FOR JANUARY, 1946

The month of January found a still efficient §7th Div, in spite of the fact
of great losses of men and officera.

In accordance with demobilization plans set forth by the War Department, all
troops with 45 points or 30 months of active service, as of 30 April, were
eligible for discharge. Under this plan, 137 officers and 4600 enlisted men
were scnt to the Lth Heplucement Depot for relsass from active service, 411
of these men were given an early start on their trip homeward. Eleven en-
listed men roceived depondency discharges. Two officers and L2 enlisted men
recelved emergency furloughs, 124 officers and 818 enlisted man were received
as replacements. The mujority of these men came from the Elst Infantry Divi-
slon and 112 RCT. Four Bronze Stars wers awarded meabers of the Division for
acticn against the enemy in the Burcpean Theatre of Operations.

The location of Japanese sllitary installaticns and military squipment con-
tinued during the pericd. An employee of the Road Comdssicner of Gumma Pre—
fecture was found to have in his possession 30,000 blasting caps, 30,200 maters
of fuse, 307 idlograms of 200 gram explosive powder, and 3525 kilograms of 600
gram explosive powder. This supply, obtained from the 2nd Arsenal of Tokyo,
was intended for highway construction and maintenance work, but had not beasn
reported by the Prefecture government. This supply was relsased to ths Pre-
fecture government for the purpose indicated above and a policy of account-
ability was established with ilitary Covernment for use of the mxplosives.

On 15 January 100 boxes of explosive powder, a box of dymamite, percussion ]
caps and fuse trains were found at Hirai-lura. These explosives wers formerly
the property of u Japaness ordnance urdt stationsd in the area and had Aot been
previously reported in accordunce with the terus of surrender. Stores of
previcusly unreported bombs were also discovered in Tochipi Prefecture in the
vicinity of Suwa Village, on 14 January. In storshouses in this area wers
found twelve 500 kilogram and 232 one hundred ldlogram bomhs.

Un 17 January employees of the Kanto Electric Company in Utsunomiys eirculatsd
pamphlets throughout the city demanding shorter worldng hours and inereased
wiges. The next day approximately 100 workers marched through the city streets
displaying banners. ‘the demonstration was orderly.

A fight occured at Taira on 25 January between a Korean laborer and a former
Japanese slave labor official. This was followed the samas evening at 2200 by
a fizht between four Koreans and three Japanese. Three Korezns and two Jap-
anoas were injured beforc police intervened. At 0L00 on 27 Jamuery approod-
mately 300 Korean cozl minecs assembled at Taira and staged 3 demonstration.
In an attempt to suppress the demonstration, Japaneses police arrested LD Koreans.
Eilitary Government officers and a platoon of infantry from the 303rd Inf Regt
were dispatched to the scens. The troops arrived en 28 January, and at 0900
on 29 January a conference of Japanose police, the Horsans, and }1itary Gow-
ernzent personnel settled the dispute. Division troops were withdramm from
Taira on 29 January, and Lilitary Government personnel remiined to supervisa
the settlement. '

On 10 January at 1500 hours a fire broke out in ons of the wareshouses of tha
Yorii Arsenal. The installation contained parachute flares, small arms
amsunition and 20mm shells. JApprocimately LO0 Japanese with mobile fire



fighting equipment responded to fight the blage. The fire burned itself
out in the early morning of 11 January, after having spread to an adjacent

On 14 January at 1930 hours a British airplane, flying from Shanchal to At
Mrfield cutside of Tokyo, made a forced landing on Sado Island off the n:u::‘?
of Hiigata Prefecture, The plane carried ten passengers including high ranidng
Army and diplomatic officials.. From Ryozu, -the pilot contacted the British
Embassy at Tolgo. )
Cn 20 January a Hussian fishing vessel drifted ashore at Mkawa, Sado Islund.
The vessel had developed engine troubls on 6 January und had been adrilt since
that date. Une person died and was buried at sea, und the other ten were
suffering from maloutrition. U. S, medicsl aid and supplies were dispatched
to the Dussians. . Russian lajor frea Tokyo is handling the evacuation of the
fussiun personnel.

On 15 Januury a Fajor Ouine, who formérly cosmanded the Japanese 27th Independont
Znginesr Reginent, reported that a soall remote—controlled tank, which was in
the experimental stage at the end of the wur, was being tested by his unit.

The iajor claims that 300 such tunks were sunk in the Tone River, 4 diver from
Tolgyo is expected to investipate the Jirst week in February.

i roster of officers who had been held sis prisoners of war at Wiracks was un-
covered. The roster gave the name, rank, serial nusber and branch of service
of afficers of the British .rmy, lavy, and Adr Force. This roster was sent to
the Legal Section, Investigative Division, GHY, SCAP, Tolgu. .

On 3 January 1946, 3rd In, 3&7th Inf Regt moved to Utsunomiya preparing te
eifect the relief of the 153 NST. At 050001 Jan 46, 3rd Dn, 387th Inf Regt,
asgumed occupationul responaibilities for Tochigi Prefecture with headquarters
in Utsunocdyu. The 153 ECT continued preparations for iasctivation and return
to the iUnited States,

The 3rd In, 387th Inf Rept, rosecured several targets in Utsuncmiya formerly
cleared by the 158 NST. Interior guard and motorized patrols were continued
in Techipi Prefeciure.

§7th fen Tr liecz was relicved of attachment to 97th Division .irtillery and
woved to iditsusahara Airfield. "A" Co, 322 Zed In moved to liitsugahara
arfield.

Jue to a decreuse in number of perscnnel per cospany, the 386th Inf Regt began
consolidating Fns at centrally located billets in order to facilitate oceupa-
tional duties. [Mequired guards were maintained on all targets and motorized
patrols were established,

in eight week Training Schedule was distributed to units of the 97th Inf Div
in compliance with Troining Lemorandum, No. 10, Hg Eighth Army, dated 1 Dec 45.
This schedule was made primurily for the purpose of truining new replacements
and the increasing nusber of men released from guard duty by the cleirance of
targe

The enormous area occupied by the Division with its leng supply lines, created
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a supply problem requiring very careful planning and considerable foresight.
Inmn«mwu;m”dmmmmmt,.mmm

Japanese supplies and H'I.Iiﬂl-tl:t- ware disposed of as follows:

part : uNIT ADINT  DISPOSITION
Quartermastar
0il and Kercsene Gal. 584,476 Ret to Japs
Gascline Gal. 129,293 PRet to Japs
Eisc. mm P‘.! Lljm}Tﬂ Ret to J.-p'
Doots and Shoes Prs. 5215 Ret to Jups
Eise, Cloth and Fabrics Yda, 8,586,857 HRat to Japs
Mise. Foodstuffs Tons * 2,742 Ret to Japs
Zoginesr (
Steel Tons 362 Het to Japs
Bruss Tona 82 Ret to Japs
Iron Tona 56 Ret to Japs
Lead Tons 66 Met to Japs
Copper Tons 135 Het to Japs
Urdnance
Ar Corps Dombs Tons 2,&%- Duzped at Sea
Bulk HE Tons 3,023; Burned or
. dumped at Sea
Artillery, grenade,
Lortar amoo . Tons 1,516 Dumped at Sea
Small Arms Ammo Tons 4,56 Dumped at Sea
Raw laterials Tons 3,156 BEat to Japs
sutomotive Parts . Ea 198,965 _Ret to Japs
tmehine Tools Ea 229 [Ret to Japs
Small jrms Parts Ea 29,185 Destroyed
Anmo Components Ea 419,089 Destroyed
= .
Mrplane Tires T7,496 TEet to Japs
Mreraft llﬁﬁ Destroyed

£ gy

tary Arsenal was cleared of all
e last of 753 tons of Mitro-Cellulose

The ikedo Fictory of the Sccond Tolyo
explosives on the 28th of Junnary when
tas shipped. ;

Industrial rocopversion perrits were issued during Jamuary as follows:

Cumma Frefecture L1
Hagano Prefecture 3

22



==

[ T e

Saitama Prefecture 26
Tochigl Prefecture
: Total L

This represents an increase of 50% over the month of Decembar. Lost of these

permits were issued by the Military Government in the respective Prefectures
and sere reviewed in tho G=5 Offics.

The repatriation of Foreipn Nationals continued during January. The following
are statistice for Koreans departing durding January:

Gumma Prefecture 795
Hagano Prefecture 920
Saitama Frefecture 1236
Tochizl Prefecturs 990

Thus, giving a total of 3941 Koreans repatriated from four prefectures. During
January 145 Formosans were repatriated from Tochigl Prefecture. The number

of Koreans wnd Formosans remaining in six prefectures under control of the 97th
Infantry Division as of 31 January is as follows:

Prefecture Koreans : Formosans
Gumnma B, 520 192
10,054 207
Saitama 8,551 128
Tochigl 4,800 18
Niigata L,320 163
Fukushima 7,896 : 131
Total-— P TAL . 969 *

The traffic safety campaign, conducted with the aid of the civilian police,
was continued in January. This program wus supervised by the G-5 Section.
Spead limit and railroad crossing signs were erected in Japanese characters,
Instructions were given the Japancse police in traffic control, and traffic
violatora were punished.

The labor office of the (=5 Section has had an important job since the inception
of the sectlon in September 1545. The labor section consolidates labor reports
from all Klitary Government units in the Division area, and has charge of
furnishing labor for all installations at lilitsugahara idrfield. A4 branch

labor office was established to break-down daily labor requisiticns for the
using units at the airfield.

The recreaticnal activitles of the 9Tth Inf Div coptained a great amount of
professiochal entertuinment with the appearance of three U.5.0. shows in the
Division within the month. The shows were distributed through the division

so that the maccimum wmount of perscnnel weuld have the opportunity to ssea thess
shows. i large nuober of men took purt in such activities as slding, hunting
und other recreational activities that are provided through the Diviaion area.
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TERR f‘j <97TH “oebANTRY DIVISION LONTHLY NARHATIVE’HISTORICAL REPORT
FOR FEERUARY, 1946, 4

The month of February found the 97th Infantry Division entering the fifal
phazas of its assigned occupation mission and preparing for inactivation.

In accordance with demobilization plans from higher headquarters, 35 officers
and 1216 enlisted sen nece sent to the 4th Replaceasnt Depot for rclease froa
active service. Also 1051 cnlisted men ware sent to the 5th Fighter Command
and ¥41itury Covernment Units. The Division received § officers and 166 en-
listed men os replacemonts. The mjority of these replicements caas from the
1346 Znzincer Battalion. Five officers and 19 enlinted men roceived emerpency
rurloushs spd four enlisted mon received depen’ency discharpes during the month
of February. Five 3ilver 3tars, 27 Dronze Stars, and five Purple learts were

gaarded mambera of the Mviaion.

The location of Junanesc idlitary installations and military cquipoent continued
during Fobruzry. o Japunsse romote-controllsd tank wus reassembled (rom parts

salvaged from the Tone River by a diver.

Revelation that more than 300 such »

electrically-operated tanks were bSurned and ducped into the river somstioe
durine the month of .upust, was made by a former mecber of the Japanesa irmy.

i ssurch vhieh invelved o week of diving in various sectors of the river nas
conducted, The large “Uother" tanks, which generated power for the baby charge-
carrying tanks, were blown up by the Japaneac in ~ugust. The tanks are now
being held for Technical Intelligence investigation.

Two Japaness approached the Uiirata Prefectural of ficials and requested per-

mission to buy a wooden Japanese idne-sweeper,

which was sunl in Hiigata Harbor

five ponths ago. After spending 50,000 yen in the operation, they were stopped
* on 9 February ny the Jamanese ldnesweeping Cocmission which stated that the ship

was under the Second Japancse Desobilization Wnistry in Tokyo. The Japs are™

now approaching the Demobilization Kindstry through Prefectural channels in an

attexnt to obtaln ownorship of the sunken mine-sweeper.
by the 87th iiilitary Governnont Cocpany,

The ship is believed,
to be of no value cccopt for commercial

use., Seven other iine—swoopers are atill in operation in-Miigata Harbor.

Un & Feb 1946 ZI Corps informed G=3 97th Inf Div, that a quantity of ivory in
Hamuno Prefecture had been reported to Eighth irmy Headquarters and was being
held by units of the FTth Lnfantry Division., XI Corpas desired a report on the

status of the ivory und the reason for holding it.

97th Division sartillery

mude a thorough scarch of the vicinity and located the ivory at Osata, a small
tosn near Kormoro. It had been brought to Japan from Hongkeng, China, by the
Japanese Kavy and turned over to thas Japanese Government and asmounted to approx-
imately 15,000 pounds. FPending orders for disposition, the 365th FA Sn pluced

guards at the location.

&

Other Jasanese equipsent and supplies were disposed of as follows:

T ITE it
Suartermagter

Boots & Shoes Frs

Hisc. oil . GCals

Gas, alcohol, ksrosene Gals

Fisc. foodstuffs . Tons

idss. clo Fea

Life jackets & equipment Fos

DISPOSTIION

Returned to Jans
Returned to Japs
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Ordnance
AMr Corps Bombs Ton Dusped at &
{Class X) "Ny
Bulk HE (Class B) Ton Barned
Ameundtion (Class X) - Ton 1 Dusped at Sea
Small arms parta Ea 15,185 .- Destroyed
Weapons & parts Ea 16,330 Destroyed
Engineer
Lusber BFY 18,162 Raturned te Japs
Hetals (Inel. serap) Ton L3 Returned to Japs
Surveying instrumenta, To Enginser
drawing instruments, etc. Base Depot

Signal

M1 siganl equipment has been returned to Homs Mlnistry with the I
exceptions: :

Equipment listed as capital equipment in arsenals, aireraft factories
and laboratories, .

Keteorological equipment.

Chemieal
Mise, chemical equip. : Fea 129,697 Destroyed

Ar Force -
Parachute accessories Ea ; 2,087,000 Returned to Jl;:u
Scrap “Ton 10 Returned to Japs
Msc., aireraft instrumenta Serapped and .

Bsturned to Japs

Precautionary warnings were issued after receiving many reports of death dus to
the drinking of certain whiskeys containing large amcunta of methyl  alcchel. A
truck load containing approximately 1,900 bottles of such whiskey was discovered
by Mlitary Police of the 97th Infantry-Division in Kumagaya. This whiskey waa
found through analysis to contain 0.3 sdiligrams of methyl alcohol per milli-
litter. The three Japaness on the truck were turned over to civil authorities
for presecution.

Approsdmately 50 Koreans staged an orderly desonatration early in the month, at
the Kitsuregawa Railroud Station in demand of Japanese Army clothing stored
nearby. Civilian police intervened and, after a short consultation, the EKoreans
dispersed without making further demands, There were no cutstanding incidents of
military or civil disturbances in the Divislon occupatiocnal zonme during the
month of February.
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In tutﬂ:frﬂniullnnnﬂulln.ln,lhnﬂnm,dulnuubumﬁ_
a Company Officer Administrative School was sot up at Division Headquarters under
the suparvision of the G-3 Section with Lt. Cel, Benjamin T. Hurris as School
Director and 1st Lt. Kern P. Pitts as Schecl Adjutant, The school term was of
six days duration. The first torm began 11 Fab 46 and the third and last term
will closs 2 March 4b. Fifty-six company grade officers from units of the 37th
Infantry Division attend weelly. .

i1l units in the Division wers regularly supplied with perishable foods, bread and
"B pations. Increased suppliss of msats and clirus fruits wllowed greater varlety
in menus. Cukes, coolcies, pastries and doughnuts wers produced. by the Quarter—
master bakeries in addition to regular production of bread. A total ef 154 cars

of Class 1 was shipped to units in the thres prefectures supplied by rail.

Tssue of petroleum products continued te be heavy. A large share of gasoline and

diescl fuel shipments were made directly froa depot te individual unit, but issues
from the stock at Tutebayashi Airfield totalled as follows: V-80 gasalins, 28,960

gals; V-62 gasoline, 11,915 gals; diesel fuel, 32,635 gals; kerosens, 5,170 gals;

lubricating oil, &40 guls.

Ths transportation Section handled freight as follows: Received — 57 refrigerator
u.l.r-,chmclI,uunﬂlII,jﬂunclﬂI,andjuumnrwhrdrmu.nd
barrels; Shipped — 25 refrigerator cars, 129 ears C1 I, 2i cars CL II, 15 cars
clm,zsmwdmmmm.

Assistance was given all units in the Divisien in preparing Ordnance equipment for
turn-in. Set-ups for processing Ordnance equipment wers checked by Ordnance re-
presentatives. Inspection teams were sctive, as assurance that wehicles would be
in proper shape for turn-in. . .

Engineer construction activities included completion of erection of Quonset Huts

for the 77th MG Co and the Aed Crosa, At the same time all.the larger installutions
of prefabricated buildings such as wint City" wers being dismuntled and turned in.
A1l compenents wers eruted and packed so as to muke one complete unit and were
shipped out by [lat cur. Other activities included the bullding of bleachers and
installation of lights in the field house, and the construction of a water tower
for the 98th Evacuation Hospital.

Road repair and maintenance included grading and gravelling of roads between Ota
und Tsesakd, Ota und Masbashi, Koizumi and Tatebayashi, Koigumi and Ryumai and the
Kumsgaya loop. Oravel was stock piled along all these roads, :

M scellaneous activities included bex construction for units in the Division,
with 170,000 bd It of jusber hauled and made into shipping erates. Sampls boxes
and packing and crating materials were sent te every unmit in the Divisicen. Al
drains in the entire drainage systea were inapected, cleaned and repaired.

Authorizaticn was received from XI Corps to turn in excess supplies and equipment
4in advanes of the inactivation date. In order to properly control turn in with
untts so widely scattered, a Division Regulating Statien was set up at O=iya.

This station-was operited by the G-i Secticn and included facilities for unloading

P

was set up and regulated through this station and the G=i Office. Each technical
branch sent representatives to the Regulating Station, in addition to setting up
processing centera within their own units.



During the month of Februsry, 43 industrisl reconversion permits were issued by the

Eilitary Covernment Companies. The permits issued during February were distributed
.as follows: '
Tochigl

Cumma

Nagano
Saitama
Total

Yost of the industrial permits issued during February wero granted for the .man-
ufacture of household accessories, coimercial chemicals, processed foods, electric
appliances, mofor and sutomobile parts, farm implements, footwear, optical in-
strusents, and finished metals.

ERakr

The G-5 Uffice, through the idlitary Government Sompanies, advises on repatriation
of Yoreans, Formosans, and Chinese from Japan. Repatrlation was considerahly
retarded during the month dus to the disinelination of many of the repatriates to
travel until warmer weather arrives; many others are awalting final settlemsnt of
their financial affairs with former esployers. A large number of ths problams
arising from this condition involves Koreuns, as most of them were brought te
Japan as war laborers. Uurinz the month, the following numbers of Koreans and
Formosans departed for repatriation centers:

Formosans

258 Hagano 236
Saitama 589 Saitams 128
Tochigi 781 Tochigl 145
Riigata 496 T
Total 2125 Total 509

In order to determine the number of foreign natlonals within the Uivision area,

a guestionnaire was sent to each lilitary Government-Company, and information

wus coopiled from this, Jccording to thess reporta, upon assusption of occupationzl
duty %y the 97th Infantry Division, there were in thal area 134,15, Koreans,

925 Formosans, 3395 Chinese, 1 Znglish, 671 Germans, and 1832 other nationils.
The present figures are, as of 28 February 1946, 356,955 Korsans, 806 Formosans,
£36 Chinese, 11 English, 528 Cermans, and 334 other nationals. Remuining in the
area and desiring repatriation are 25,120 Horeans, 592 Formosans, 332 Chinesa,

9 Enzlish, and Bd Uermans, MHepatriution and interprefectural movesent oxpluin the
gifference. saccording to reports submitted by the Mlitury Government Companies,
the following are the numbers of loreans and Formosans desiring repatriation,

and the total number now in each prefecture: '

Eoreans ‘Formosans :
Desiring Total Mo, Desiring Total No.
szturs ,_mm%m% ﬁ_ﬂb 2 Repatriation

Gumma 1,5 ) 130 154
Haguno £,000 8,000 208 208
Saitama 6,905 B,gl.zg 12: . 1?}
Tochigl 2,185 L
Ni4 gatd 3,137 1,320 15 69
Palushima Y 8,2 6,601 T 132

It is expected thut the repatristion of Koreins will be completed by Juge 1946.
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Reports froa the Lilitary Government Companies were consolidated and forwarded

to XI Corps. The branch labor office continued to function smoothly in supplying
Japanese lavor for U.S. forces. Reports from the Military Govemmeat Companies
pass through this oflice disclosed an ‘increasingly complex labor situation
facing the labor officers in these companies., Long standing abuses of workers in
the Japanese labor scone, scarcity of food, growing black market, :gub=standaird

waze scales, and wide spread unennloyment have caused unrest among the Japanese
workers. lotivatod by these factors, and, for the first time in Jzpunese history,
encouraged and protectaed by law, Japanese labor has begun to organize and seek to
immrove its position throuch ecollactive bursaining on an unprecedented scale. In
order to define and ¢.tecorize resulting problems with a view toward formulating
assistance to the various iilitary Government labor officers, several fiecld trips
vare made by Lb. Joran, labor oflicer of the -5 3ection. The results of this in-
vestiration did much to deline the problems and suggest methods of mesting thonm,

It is elear that this survey could be arofitably continued and extended., Reasonable
atteinment of occupational objectives in the field of labor, as in all others, vill
require definite and consistent attitudes on the part of the labor officers in all
:414tary Government Companies.

Variety programs and masicals hishlighted the entertainment in the Division during
Sebruary. Talent, consisting of Japunese artists and groups of musicians, gave
serformances for the troops throuchout the Division area. The 12th Special Service
variety show mude 3 circuit of the Division. The 97th Band closed the month by
presenting Jour raoprans in the Artillery and Special Troops arcas.

Sas'cethall continued as the major snort in the Division during the perioi. In-
creazed activity mas reported by the units snozsoring skiing and hunting parties
each wesit-end. ‘orscback riding vas initduted into the recreation prograd of the
303rd Infantry dusing tha latter part of the month.

An asple supply of books, magazines, ond other rocreation:l equipment was distributod
to all units by Lhie Specizl Servicc Cllice.

Dardnz our last moath of occupation, a total of 164 tarsets were cleared and.
returned to the Japanesc lome idnistry. Phis left Sut five turgets, which re-
enired U.3. Troops as ruarda, to be turned over to the lst Cavalry Division. At
G10001T liarch 1746, clements of tho 1st Zavalry Division relieved the 97th Infantry
Mvision of cccupational resnonsibilities for Niigata, Fulcushima, Nagano, Tochigi,
Jumaa, ind Saitama Prelectures.

-



