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: The 977il TNFANTRY DIVISIUN (Thermite) moved by motor Nmﬂz
and troin from CAMP LUCKY STRIKE, FRANCE, to the west bank of the RHI
RIVER oppheite DUSSELDORF, GERMANY, during the lsst week of March, 1945.
Prom thie ares, following on "indoctrination" phease of petrol ectivity
end defensive tmctica, the Divieion moved eouth to crose the RHINE in
the vicinity of BONN, GERMAKY, on the 3rd, 4th and S5th of April. Under
the IVIIT (A/R) I0RIS of the PIHST ARMY, the 97TH DIVIS1UN was gliven
the misciun uf pesisting in the deatruciian uf enemy etrength in the
RUIIZ {ROSE) POCYET.

CT 507 (TEAEETTIE) woo thr Tirst element of the Divieiun tu
mov= couth. Cn 3 nﬁril from on accembly aren st KUCKHOVEN, the CT moved.
under control of thc 781% INZ DIV to an ares on the S bank of the SIEG 1
NIVER extending on o lire E from ihe RUIKE prproximete IL:HJ. thousand
yorda. On 4 April, CT 306 (Teomeler), lest of the Div e to be rel,
was stteched to ihe 101et A/C Div ol MEUSS, while CT 387 (Teapot) i
HMoved from en sseembly oren ot BOMMERSKIRCIEN to the vicinity -of UCIER- o
ATH, where on § April it weo oleu altached to the T8th Inf Div. Ae of L
6 April, all elemente of the 9TTL DIV had been relieved from their pos- fr"
1ti-me on the SHIKE end had moved to the new area, reverting vpon orriv-— ~
1 to contrul of the 78T DIV. It wom sleo on 6 April thet CT 341 of the
BETH IRT DIV wes attoched to the 97TH, end closed intu & concentration g
ares where it made preporations to repel any encmy comnterattsck that -
might be lsunched in the vicinity of the bridges acruss the RITINE] e

. With the move routh completed, cnd the leet elemente of the \
TATH LIV relisved from positicne within the 97TH DIV Z, EBrig. Gen. M.B.
lolzey, CG of the 97TH, mssumel command of the Div eector st 0700, &
April 45, end irmedistely iesued orders for sll elements of the Div tn

— pomplete ond improve de fensive rosltions nlnnﬁ the 50,000 yard frunt,
and to earry out nctive patrulling nmorth of the SIEG RIVER. There i
orders were curried oul n seively, with perticular etress in the vic
wf HERKEF snd HANGELAR. The Dlv CF hed orened st OBERFIEIS on 5 April, "~
with the 97tk Hon Tr (Thermite Llue)} holdinz the Div left boundary slong’
the RHINE, snd the 303rd, 307th end 386th Infentries, in that order, ex-
tending from left to right slong the eouth bonk of the SIEG. Adjacent o
unite included the B2 15}1‘. Iiv scrose the RHINE on ocur left, and the T8
Inf Div which hed been holding the srea we now occupied, on our right. 0

0-2 informetion revealed thet the-3rd Para J]i'r woae the prin-es./
eipal enemy strength in the ares upposite, the Div sector. It was thise
unit which put up esome of the most spirited end fonetiocel resintence te

. be encountered by the Div in the RUHR POCKET.

L Following exteneive Entmlling of the ares north of the SIEG

) FIVER, the 306 Inf attecked at 1200 on 7 April. A thirty-minute artillery
preporation fired elements of DIVISION ARTILIERY (Teacup) prepared the
way for am succeseful oroeeing of the river in engineer sesault boats,
with the reeult that cesunltiee were light, snd rapld sdvancements were
mede after the sttmcking elements werc sgble to organize after crosslng
in small groups. Only light, dimorgomiced enemy resistance was met, snd °
contact with the sdvencing T8th Div on the right was uuccunfully\“uﬂ- q._qf

X

teined. .
A "ewinging dour”® utrateg; was toking shape, pi‘m‘ﬁ et the
unction of the STEG and RHINE RIVERS and ewinging northwestward towsrd
SELDORF. Thus, with—the—sdvamoes 7

386th Inf, it was time for the nexv ¥ 5
attack sorces the SIEG. The let Bn of the ﬁth de
1.ng'11t1i‘th! :tght nrhlﬂiuhzugiugtium:m Ei'o& : i "
- Aarms T, ceta ] a, e alight |loss o
persunnel. Meanwhile the 322nd i{ﬂlj;mmrmn} suppqried the L,f
"962nd Engr C Bn, built & footbridg bwe Eponoet rafte and |e
“=s perusa the SIEG-b rt : hg 25
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- At dewn on 9 April the 38Tth continued 1ite attack, the
2nd and Jrd Battalions uruul.ug the SIEG at WELDERGOVEN.' Moderate
opposition wae encounteresd. Later in the day the 386th Inf wes forced
to consolidate ite positions in order to etave off enemy countersttacks
from the resr. Numerous small groups of enemy had been sged in the
heavily wooded srems during the advoncement of the night before, but
after o half doy of mopping up these pockets of resistance were elimin-
sted and the CT was able to continue 1te sdvance lste evening.

The "ewing door™ by thim time desoribed an arc thet
called for committment of the 30%rd Inf, and following a forty-minute
hrm%e of artillery lsid down by one medium and three light artille
battaliond, the 303rd croseed the SIEG st 1E00 hours on 9 April. The CT
zone of stteck included the city of SIEGBURG, on the north bank of the
SIEG RIVER in plain view of the infsntrymen orosal the river. The city
wos krnown to be heavily defended by B8mm AA guns s other artillery,
capabtle of firing direct fire et edvancing troope, snd wae also believed
to sontain rather hea cnemy troop comcentrations. However, dus to the
ropld sdvencement of the units to the right of the 303rd, Major Genesral
Ridgwey, CG of the XVIII (A/B) Corps, deoided that the SIEGBURG area
must be taken to prevent ma gep in depth and the subsequent exposure of
the 387th kift flank. At 1400 bours the decision wees made to sttack st
1800 the eame day.

With only four houra in whieh to prepare for the coming
ettack, rapid ehifting of troope to the LD, briefing, sssembly of
river-croseing equipment and artillery preparation were necessary. Yet
in spite of this hendicap the croseing snd the entire cperation proved
to be a model of militery efficiency and timing. By 2300 hours, ﬁnlﬁ
five hours sfter the sttock jumped off, both the lat and 2nd Bns ha
pushed through two-thirds of the city and had reorganized forthe con-
tinuetion of the attack. In the early hours of the following morning
CT 303 renched 1its initinl objective - a phase line running north and
weat of SIEGHURG. Agein, only moderate reeistance hsed been met. The
heavy artille preparation, followkd by the aggEreesive, surprise
action of the infantry, had made the sttesck highly suocceesful, ond the
front lines of the 97th were north of the SIEG with all combat elementsm
of the Ilv in sition to continue the push into the heart of the RUHI.

On April the 386th Inf continued ites attack to the north-
weat, but sagain was foroced to proceed tlw‘l{ due to the numerous pockets
of resistance in wooded aresa. Aleo onm the 10th, the 387th Inf had
reached 1ta initial phase-line objective mnd had consolidated. Co "C"
of the 372nd Engineers repaired a bridge in the 3B87th erea, making it
poseible for the first heavy traffie, including srmor, to crose the
SIEG and move up in direct oupport ui‘ the line companies. Mesnwhile, the
1%th Armored Divieion moved in on the left snd center of the Div Iront, -
preparing to panse through the infontry regiments snd epesrhesd th: wtteck.

Intelligence reporte end prieoner interrcgations had rvevealed
- that the enemy was nrgnni:tng and regrouping hie forcee with considerable
movement to the northwest. Genersl Hamleey called on hie QT Commo:ders
to push forwerd with sll poesible speed, exploiting every poeeible weak-
ness of the Wermacht, snd teking full aaﬂhtugl of 1ts appersnt inability
to make & etand egeinet our sdvencing elements.

It war on the 11th, in line with these orders, that the 303rd
Inf continued ites attock nnd resched the AGGER RIVER northwest of SIEG-
BURG. A croesing was mode plmosat et once, ond geins were made sgainot
heavy enemy fire including nrti1.1er¥, mortar rnd cmallagrms. A aﬂ.‘turi
pite on the SIEG weet of the eity of SIECHBURG proved to be a difficul
ohjective to teke, but after n sugtoined fight of almost eix hours in
which artillcry ond flome-throvers played an important part, the poait-
fon mas sscured and the entire CT formed ond reorgonized on the north
benk of the AGGER. Durin~ thie time both the 3B6th and 387th had advanced
‘gainat 1light enemy oppoeitiun, and on the cvening of the 11th all unite
were ordered to conmolidete their front-line positions and close existing
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— On 11 April, the 13th Armd Div pessed through our lines,
end the Div Medium Artillery En, tha 389th FA Bn (Tender) also crossed
the SIEG snd moved up in 1ine with the policy of clo=est possible
gugport of the foot clements. That mor the Iiv Rom Troop had been
given the miseion of cleaning up the Div left flank nlung;t e east bank

e
h

of the RHINE. It wne & job that needed spgremsi ve, Bpe activn in
order to eliminste the exposed flonk, covered prior to this time o
by srtillery fire. Less then eix hours after the attack was initiste
the objeotive had been taken - o emall town on_the esst bank of the
RIIIKE porsllel to the forward elements of the 303rd. Agein enemy resis-
tonce was light, ond the firet offensive misslion of the Div Een had
been an autatan&mg success. Casuslties throughout the entire campaign
to that time had been surprieingly light, snd the operation was proceed-
ing uucurdir«gﬂtn plan.
the morning of 12 April, in the zone of advance of the
386th Inf, elemente of the let bBn on the right flenk encountered heavy
opposition et DRABENDERHUE, a town situsted in perbaps the moet ideal
apot for the ene +o make a de fensive stend, in the entire Div zone.
Situsted on the highest terrsin festure in the srea; a center of commun-
ications and rosd-net hub, DRADENDERMUE appeared to be the grestest
single threat to the organized pdvonce of the 97th. Yet, in order to
prevent o wide gep from developing on the flank of the 2nd Bn which wae
not effected by the resistance st DRAEENDER ; only cne company -
"Ohorlie” Compony - wec st farst given the miseion of taking the town.
The reat of the OT continued ite advence with the plan of bypassing the-
difficult position, lesving it to be cleoned up by the single company of
riflemen supported by & platoon of heavy mechine ﬁm snd & eectlon of
Almm mortars. "C" Compeny attscked, but after a short, fierce battle wae
hrown back without succees and with hesvy cosualties. "Baker" Comp
—gam ordered to pull beck slightly to mesist in the next attempt to ta
IRABERDERHJE, and at 1750, following an srtillery barroge, another
attack wos launched, this time with complete success, "C" Company was
given full eredit for taking the objective snd wos commended for its
sggreseiveness, which, after only ¢ few houra' delsy hed resulted in
the ocontinasnce of the coordinstad pdwance of the entire CT.

Operations contirued pgoinat light opposition slong the Div
front until 14 April when the 303rd Inf, now in the vicinity of LEVER-
KUSEN, r=an into hea AW Tire. At the ssme time roed priority wes glven
to elemente of the Igth Armd Div in the zone of the 38Tth Inf, end
progress was necessaorily slowed, but only temporarily. By nightfsll,

ains of from esix to eight thoussnd ysrds had been made mlong the entire
ront and occupstion of LEVERKUSEN wes effeoted. The following day, elem-
ents of the 3u§:-d sdvanced to the nearby I.G. FARBEN INDUSTRIE, one of
the world'e lsrgest chemicel works, Onmly a few houra were required to
overcoms all resistence at theblg industrial center, end as the foot
troops moved on, the place wae dercribed Az 2 complete wreeck. Earlier

air operations followed bi rrtillery bombardment snd finally the work

of the Infantry, supported by armor, had reduced the one-time powerful
industrisl orgenization to & pile of smouldering rubble.

Continuing the odvance northward, the DHUNN RIVER wns reached
gnd crossed, snd by lste afternoon on 15 April, the 303rd had remsched
the WUPPER RIVER, running eost and west through the approximate center
of the pocket. CT 386 had also continued its atteck, but with only two
battslions pbremet instead of the ususl three, due to & narrowing of the
regimentol zone. The 387th had gnined another 6,000 yarde, resching the
1EVERKUSEN-NIRME-SKIRCHEN AUTOBAHN. Prironera taken during this period
-eported that the ememy's fuel supply in the pocket was B gt non-exist-

__nt, 580 Pi'e were trken during the y, bringing the Div total to 5,7B4.

" The 32¢7nd Engr Bn reconnoltered the WUFPFER for bridge eites and all
batteries of Div Arty leid down barrages acroee the river in preparation
for the atteck which would cloese the RKUHR POCKET. l/-.;

On 16 April, ell three CT'm crossed the WUPFER RIVER. Dy thi
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time enemy reeietance was grest
prisoners were being taken in e

of SOLINGEN, while CT 38T7sdvoncéd three to
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disorgenized and large masses of
areas., CT 386 reached the outskirta
four thousand yerde north

1y

of the WUPPER and CT 303 advenced through HILDEN. It weas et HILDEN

that the 2nd Bn of the 03rd pa
BEURATH. In close supro’
reinforced Ly the TE2nd FA Bn,

roands .
The 3a6ih Inf occupled
hour after its new sttack jJumne

reached ond a new arder from Corps ndvonced the
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cloggl
order o
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the Commnding General
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by thia time
n renr of the sdvencing troopa, end by o
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97TH INF REY DIVISION ﬂfs.i:“c?i:

On 23 April 45, the 97th INFANTRY DIVISION (THERMITE) completed
its movement by motor convoy, from the viecinity of SOLINGEN, GERMANY,
and closed in its new erea on the western CZECHOSLOVAEIAN frontier
where 1t wae to relieve elesmente of the 2nd CAYALRY GROUP and the
90th INPANTRY DIVISICK. The Div CP wao opened in & large city build-
i at TUNSEIDEL? GERMANY, the name dni; and became operational under
I?g COEP3, 3rd ARMY. Attachments to the Division included the 1135
ENGINEER COLIBAT BATTALION; 782 TANK BATTALION; B20 TANK DESTROYER
BATTALION; and 444 AAA BATTALION.

Before the end of the ddy, featured by light snow-flurries and
cold rain, CT 303 Sﬂmme} had relieved elms of the 2nd Cav Gp in
ite Regtl Z; CT 386 (TEAMSTER) had closed in the vic of llﬂlﬂﬂﬂé cT
387 (T Pﬂ!} had closed in the vic of MARKTREDWITZ; 97th DIV ARTILLERY
(TEACUP), with FA Bna under CT control and with the 389th FA Bn atill
on the highway, opened ite CP at IOF and prepared fire plans to include
the Div fronmt, Irhgnh proved to be an unusually wide front similar to
that elong the SIEG RIVER prior to the sttamck into what had been the
RUHR POCKET. G-2 information revealed that slong the new front,
enemy mctivity had been confined to the buildi of roed blocks, the
preparation of minefields and demolition of bridges. Elements of
the German Z2nd Panzer Div, 508 AL Hrig, 827 Landesschutgen Bn and
other amall, diuar%amind groups feced our troops, and within the
Tirst houra of contact demonstrated fighting ability ond mggressivea-
ness superior to that demonstrsted by the average enemy troops in the

. BUHR. Ambushing mctivities and guerilla tmctics were common pructice,

and the heavily wooded areas all slong the front afforded idesl
surrcundings for guch tactica.

On 24 April, Pield Order number 3 was isyued, and gave the Div
mission ay follows: 97th Inf Div (rein) will protect XII CORFS N
flank to Phase Line "B* (overlay), will meintein contsct with elms
VIII Corps; will seize CHEB (‘EHHS,- CIZECHOSLOVAKIA; thereafter will
rel 2 Cav Gp to Phase Line *C" (overlay) and will rel 90 Inf Div of
security in Z to Phase Line "C*. 1In line with this mission, CT 386
completed the rel of elms of 2 Cav Gp, then sent cut patrols to de-
termine enemy strength, and to establish o Line of Departure forward
of their positions at that time. OT 303 improved and consolidated
defensive psns in its 2 while CT 387 reld elms of 2 Cav Gp and pre-
pared to attack sand seize ground which would prevent relief, or
assistance of the CHKE garrison, followed by the attack on the city
tn order from Div. Thus, tle 97th INF DIV wam in o poaition to
secure the L flank of Ird Army and was prepared to attack and seige
the city of CHEB, on order.

On the following day, 25 April, ordern were received to extend
the Div R boundary by the rel of the remaining elma of 2 Cav G
which wes on the Div R flank. ©T 303 was ordered to move uautE to
ogcupy this additional aream, and was to be rel b the 97 Ren Tr and
elms of CT 386, The let Bn of the 307%rd was mlinnd and moved 5,
while the 2nd Bn moved into m reserve pen at FRIEDENSHREUTH. fThe
3rd Bn hel#d line positions until rel by CT 386 could be completed,
In the memsntime, the 3rd Bn of CT 386 wes detached to the 17 Armd ’
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able resie e the towna of [ALBEGRAU, EICHE G, and LIB-
STEIN, and before midnight had made contsct with CT 387, on its R,
at the town of TGOUIRNDIEZ. Also during this time, the *nd Bn of CT
387 had msuisted in the rel of the Z2nd Cav Gp by moving into the
poaltions which hnd been held by the 42nd Cav 8qd, adjacent to tha
CT'n right flank, and aimultaneocusly the Jrd Bn attacked to take
CNER, nrnnaing the LD at 0900. The attack was leunched in the face of
heavy AW, mortar and 20mm fire, but supported by the 2nd Bn of CT
386, progresa was mada, until by 2000 hours on 26 April, CHEB was
token and all routea inte the eity were secured. Ensmy troops had
bean entrenched in the center of the town, but after heavy, close-in
fighting were routed; and only emall pockets of resistonce remainad
to be cleaned out the following morning.

CT 304 (-3rd Dn), hud completed the rel of 2 Cav Gp on the 26th,
pnd hed opened a CP at TIRSCHENREUTH. OCT 386 had continued its ad-
vance with two battalions abresct against heavy MG and SA fire, had
cut Hwy 90 and occnpled FRANT LAZNE before dark. The 2nd Bn had
reached its objective ccnaidersble before dork and had successfully
established contact with CT 387 on ita R, nesr the recently captured
eity of OHEB. DIV ARTY had ably supported the attack of tha two
LOT's with a 30-min artillery preparation early in the afterncon,
softening up the city for the entry of the foct-troops, while the
372nd ENGHS continued rosd reconnaissance, cleanred mine fields and
road blocks in the forward aress. On the Div L flank, the 97 RCH
TR patrolled motively, maintaining contsct with the 6th Cav Gp, and
cleaning out smeall enemy positions in the wooded areas. Consider-
able materinl woo captured during the day, incl two BBom Guns with
ammunition teken by CT 386, snd one BBam with ammo and two prime
movers oaptured by the 365 FA Bn. By the offensive motion, the 97th
woe able to improve its front line positions which were now on
bigher ground and ahead of wooded areas which had previously hidden
enamy movements and made possaible, extenaive puerills actdon.

During 27 aApril, the Div contimaed to defend and petrol the L
flenk of XII Corps, cleaning up scattered Euckutu of enemy. GShiftas
in regimental boundaries were made to complete the relief of CT JU3
in the ¥ part of the Div aector. By this time a new miesion hed heen
recaived from higher headquarters, wnd 0 no. 14 ordered the 97th,
leas CT 303, to move 5§ mgain, and upon rel by the famous let Infautry
Division, to rel the 2 Cav Gp as the attack into Austriam by 3rd Army
extendad ite ltnes and necessitated bringing in another division to
fill the gap. It was slaoc on this date thet BRIG GEN M. D. HALSEY,
CG of the 97th, called A meeting of mll unit communders and warned
them of the necessity for taking strong meacures to clear up the am-
bush tactics and eivilien activity that had been herrasaing Div troops
in the rear sreas and disrupting communieaticn lines, All units vers
ordered to fight & tougher war against an appardntly tougher enemy
than we haed contacted prior to this time.

Bad weather cuntinued to hamper operations from the standpoint
of bad roads and visibility, slowing the plenned relief of the Div
by the let Inf Div on 28 April. Meanwhile, 3rd Bn, CT 387, had mnde
plans to atteck dug-in enemy positions defending the CHEB mirfielc,
and et 150" hours, preceeded by a 30-minute artillery concentration,
supported by 13 tanka f:iom the TB2nd Tk Bn snd by two plta of the
Bzgth TD Bn, the attack jumped off. HResulte: Objective pecured...
towns of REICHERSDUKF and DOL-SCH0Y taken...PW's in excess of 600..
lomsea extremely light. The support of Div Arty, 322nd Engrs and
high morale had helped to tnke mn objective thet wes the first to
receive publicity in the precs fur the 9Tth Inf Div in ETO. Troops
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formed that they could write to the folks at
ou iences in the RUHR u{ to and inol 16 April,
gnd could head their letters - "Somewhere in Czechoalovakia®.
During this period all other units continued to defend .and patrol
in their aresms. Movement instructions called for Div Tre of the
9Tth (~Hr Ech), stehd 444 AAA AW Bn Wbl (-); 782 Tk Bm (-); 820 TD
Bn (-) to move to Weiden by mtr commencing Apr 45.

with the misaion of nn-plntinf the move 8 and rel of 2 Cav Gpj
"meintaining contsct with lst Inf Div on L and 90th Inf Div on R; and
patrolling Corps L flank, clenning up enemy activity in the Div Z, &
new CP waas opened at Weiden, which was centrully located for the new
Div front, and proved to be the most convenient, and desirable lo-
cation the 97th Hg hod yet established in Germany. Also on thie

date - 29 April - elma of the let Inf Div completed its rel of CT.386,
and by 1000 this date, the OT had completed ite rel of 2 Cav Sqd.

The 2nd Bn of QT %0% had adv 4,000 yde without opposition to conacl-
idate the OT's front line positions in line with an order that had
baen issued extending the regimental boundaries 3,000 yde H.

The Div continued to defend in its 2, protecting the R flank
of 3rd Army throughout pericd 30 April. CT 302 made & limited attack
to close the f;p betwesn them and CT 386 on the R flank. The town of
BAHNAU was taken without resistancs, snd the 387th Inf closed into
ites new area, cumpleting rel of 2 Cav Gp at 1000 hours. Active
patrolling wae maintained from two to four miles E. A%t 1130 hours, the
97th Div passed under control of V CORPS by VOCO after a pericd of
one week under XI1 Corpe.

Div mission 1 II{ 45 - to cont def of 2 and push ahead to more
favorable posna. In line with this mission, CI no. 15 was published
with cverlay {r.sﬂribiﬂﬁ new front-line posns to be seiged, and with
a plan for rel of CT 387 by elms of 2nd Inf Div which was tc join ¥
Corps on arrival from ity former area, 3rd Bn, 387 Inf, reld elms of
the 90th Inf Div on the R to the new boundary prescribed by Qorps
while the remsinder of the CT, and CT 386 made limited atks E to im-
prove their positions. CT 303 moved its R flank fwd to meintuin
contact with T 386. ROZVADOV, ST SEDLISTE, BEZDEKOV and 59 other
villages were taken during the period. By order of the CG, and
operations memo waa published prescribing CT compositions for the
]}1'- [

On 2 May 45, another rainy day, the Div cont to consolidate and
secures mores fovorable positions. Advances up to 9,000 yards wers
maede on the L flank by CT 303 inst locsl strong pointa, while
“A®" 0o of the 386th, supported by tunks and TD'a, tock TACHAU,
CZECHOSLOVAKIA, and CT 387 mzde plans tu move to on assembly area in
the vic of NEUSTADT. 97 Hem Tr closed at STOUNSTEIN. The following 1
daoy a mobile task force wee organized from the 387th Inf, and was A
given the mission of ecleaning ocut rear areas within the Div 2.

Foads and communications lines were being molested by active groups
of snemy well behind our lines, end the CG had ordered the area to

be cleared without delay. HRel of the 387th Inf was completed and

the Hegt reverted to Div fleserve in the wic of HEUSTADT by 1555.
Advances up to BS5C0 yards were made by L flank elms of CT 303, and
four B8's wers captured after the gun-crews had been dug out ef their
positions with bayonetse. 36 villages were token, inoluding MASRING.
Small, isolated groups of enemy were beginning to surrender without

& figﬁj, and the Divizionse's PW total awelled to 25,986,
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'I’-ﬂl:..lﬂuﬂu ins were made on the Div R flank, up to
9,000 yards, result in the gaptursa of ZD CHODOV and :
HAIMHAUSER. The remaninder of the Div maintasined def of their areasa,
gotively patrolling, snd prepared to mtteck E at 051000B' May, to
aeige PILZEN, CLZECHOLLOVAEIA. 01 no. 17 prescribed the attack by
¥ Corpa, with the 97th and 2nd Divisions making the attack, but with
a limited objective so that contact with the lat Inf Div on the L
could be meintnined even though the 1lat was not ordered to aitack
this date. CT %86 and 303 were to maintain contect through patrol
activitiea of 97 Ren Tr, while the 387th Inf moved by motor to en
asgsembly area in the vic of 5T SEDLILTE, ea Div reserve. DIV ARTY
was ordered to give close fire support to the advancing CT'a.

Attacking et 1000 hours, 5 Kay, CT's 303 and 386 maede guins up to
24,000 yards sgeinst loecsl strong pointa consisting of defended road
blocks and piﬁhn:ea cemcuflaged as haystackse. Road blocks ware
reduced with the sid of the 322nd Engrs, supported by the 1135 Engr
C Bn, and the assault Eun' of the 782 Tk Bn knocked out fortified
posns, enabling the infantry to advance in spite of heavy mud and
limited cbaervation. O no. 18 enlled for continuation of the attack
at QE0TOOR May to seige the final objective, & line running generally
north and slightly west of PILEEN, while two Combat Commands of the
16 ARMD DIV pacsed through the 97TH to toke the city itself.

It wan on 6 'III-I thet the 97th Inf Div, advancing in its Z,
repched its final objective after capturing MARIANSEE LAZNE, consid-
eraed one of the fineat ug-a in CZECHCSLOVAKIA, end liberated epprox
120 communitien, included in which were the towna of MESTO TEFLA,
LESTEOV, MESTO TOUZKCY and KLADWUBEY. CT 303 included in its PW bag,
6,000 German hospitml patients in 30 hospitals, an engineer brigade
of 1500 P¥'e pnd numerous smuller groups. The 2nd Bn of OT 386,
the day before hod meiged intoct the bridge at MITIEOV, which, re-
inforced by the 322nd Engrs, enabled the 16 Armd Div to proceed
without delay. A total of 10,696 PW'm were taken during the 24-hour
period, including Brig Cen OCHULZE, comdr of KG SCHULZE. OI'e 19
end 20 were published with instructioms for the limit of advancemeént
end patrol metivity. All petirols were to be officer-led and were to

include & Russisn interpreter. The procecdure for sccepting the
surrender of lsrge groups of Germana wns outlined.

T May 45...the 97TH IHP DIV, at 0816 hours, received secret
ordera from ¥V Jorps, Jrd U.S. Army, to immedintely cease offensive
operntione. All units wore At once orderea to cease offensive
operetions end to prepare defenslve positions while awaiting further
ordera. Lerge quantitles of supplies and equipment were tnken during
the early houre of the morning, snd the mase surrender of German
troops necesaitated the allotment of wll available transporteticn to
evacuation of P¥'s. Tt was on thies date that the most notable prisuner
taken by the 97th Inf Div in OZECHOSLOVAKIA, surrendered at tha town
of PERNAHTC, to CT 387. General of Infantry EARL WEISENBERGER,
Commanding Genersl of the XIII Corps and Wehrkreis 13 with a part, of
38 officers in which there were two Generanl S5teff officers and’ 1l
Specisl Staff oificers; 128 enlisted men and 5 femsle asecretaries,
formally surrendered themselves sfter Ertvid\lﬂ- arrangemants had buen
made for the meeting with officers of the J87th. Enemy resistunce Lad
completely disintegrated in the Div Z., 5,157 more FW'a were counied
a8 the Div opened a new CP st KOGSTANTIROVY LAZMNE, CZECHUSLOVAKIA,

ite most edvanced &P in BTO.
::'_ﬁ: RS | g
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0I na. 21, publislied B May, gave detuils for sne sscuring
of the Div ares and Lhe guarding of a1l instellations
within the sector. This was closely follbwed by OI no. 22, presoribing
the reliesf of the 97th by the 16th Armd Div upon u.umumn!,
after which all slas of the Div would assemble in aress outlined
on an attached overlay. The Div CP was to move back to TACHAU,
CZECHOSIOVAEIA, snd as elms of the 972H INFARTRY DIVISION wers rel

elms of the 16th Arsd Gz ths movamant to respesciive

sasambly areas hrm In Bess arsss men and squipment were .
$o be made ready for the next sssignment of the TRIDERT DIVISION.

B

B0-B-E:1 . grem nwawmmy prvistow = EEuCe '
VITAL STATISYICS

Pi's - total esptured to 092400B May 45 48,796

CASU. 1K
OFFICERS ENLISTED MEN
Last report 7 Mey 45
KIi 14 161
Dow 2 9
Dol i ] 5
snA 10 236
814 - 15
Lwa 27 327
Lli 1 a3
M1 - )
TOTAL 59 910



Quetes from ETOUSA Hq lemo, dated & lMgreh, 1945: The iftar Actien
Ihpln:ﬂ-l Pshould ba written for the perlod concerned as a singls acoount
of the opsrations froas the anii comanderis standpoint, # #® #® Conclea
narrative of execution, # * % (@ive the straight facts bluntly, briefly,
and unmistakably o

These dfter Actlon Peporto. therefore, are not intended to be more
than s parrative of Lhe actione of the fepirent sxcept where 3 battalion
sction 1s & key or ceitlicul one for the progress of the Repiment.

Por wore detalis of battalions and comganies, the discussion lsader
should gontact Lattallon and company commanders,
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12 Vay 1945,

On 20 April, CT 386 sas ordered to rove from its positlons in the &
SOLINGLE = WUPF:RTIAL ara, upon relief by the 121st Infantry, to occupy Positions
in the vieinlty of AR2ih.G penerally salong Lhe CZ=Cll BORDER ' to the viclnity of
19m2, ;

Initially the entlie frontape was to be occupled Wy the 2d Tn relsasing
elo-snts of the 2d hen Joumadren, LUy 1800, 23 a:xil, the relial was completed,
3d 5n was detached t: Corps as Corpe Hessrve, lst Bn resained in its assexbly
armnia

Contact was esiublished by Ln U's with the 3034 Infamry on the 11.[‘:. and
3irth Infuintry on tin right. One corymny 782d Tk Br, one coapary Lii i Bn,
ard one cojany plu. one platcon B20 TD Bn were atiached, ard Lln O's reported.

2d bu pushed frward jutrols to establish erery posltions and waa glven a
aission of estabilsrlng a line of departure forward of the line then held for
a1 atback to the hih greund K of Clicl, CZECHUSLVAKIA. In order to do this
olemerr.s of Lhe Un sccupler the towns of HAlGubal (212815), oICHslbecwi (205770),
HE5=Ii (211795), and the west side of SCHIRILLG (211741).

Tue ordar o inftiate an attack at COUD, 25 April, had bLeen received at
1200, 23 .pril. he formtion for the attack was decided by the width of the
fleginent1l front :nd the G-2 Report on anticipated enesy opyosition. The frontage
peing approxim:ily 11 kilometers and the -2 Estimale indicuting lipht opposition,
It was decided tlec o pasa the let Bn through the lines of tha ' saoler of the
=4 Dn which we:: the positions held by Co "F* ard a porticn of Co an, Tha
fsaimental att:huents were broken down so that one nlgtoon of cediom tanks and
two platoons oi TU's were attached to sach Bn and attached platoon of Engrs
given to the 2¢ In in whose area mines and roud blocks wers anticipat-d, The
tmlance of the (ink company was held for maintenace due to the poor condition
of their soulpihi which has caused by a protracted road myeh frem the vicinity
of RUKL, Pl D to its present position,

Tha attack was initiated against considerables smll ares and automatic
“eafons fire bu. woved forward steadily. During this oparation, in both Bas the
theory of recorcrissance by fire wis practiced by both Bn Comdrs, and highly
satisfactory rerults were ocbtaihed. Instead of trying to push infantry agalnst
concealad srdjo: wiid wachine gun positions, TU's, Arty, Tanks, and cunuon gave
direct and indirect support and ellminated .ach of the opjosition. The infantry
(Co "i"} operuiing in the zone of the 1st Bn with the objective of Fiall LAdHE,
moved forvard riding tanks and TO's. o "C" moved on foot behind Zo "a" mop
up in the rears Co "E" moved on foot and toock the town of MiwilV {24,0829), and
consolidited along Hky i'o. 90,
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Cos "E? and " in tha sone of the 24 Bn, using the same method of advanes,
rapidly broke down oppesition in the vicinity of HARKHAUSEX (240768) and PIK
(25075¢), and reached its objective = the high sround N of CHED, before dark.

Co "F", which had besn passed through by the 1st Fin sarly in the moming, followed
in the gwons of the 2d Bn aa Bn Heserve - not to bhe comnitted except on Repimantal
Urder. 0y dark the night of the 25th, all assigned positions on the Div Ubjectivo
were held, contact had been sstablished and saintained with the 303d Infantry

on the left and the 387th Infantry on the right. This contact point however was
considerably to the T of CHLBE and contact was lost during the followlng nerning.

Cn ths morning of the 26th, orders wers received to shift to the Il and
relisve elssanta of the 303d Infentry in the vicinity of SELH (1484 ) and A5
(17907), when it 386 was relieveo by elesents of uhe 387th. Relief was to be
affective on the 27th April. The 367th CT apmrently was delayed in taking ita
objective, the alrport 1% of Ulub amd the town of Clid), and contact hid Leen
lost along our forward line although it was still malntained to the rewr. In
arder Lo properly establish contact and prevent Infiltration benind our lines
an the 8 which was belns cansed by the forward movenent of the left flgric
of the 387th in ite attack on ths CHED fn:i.tion. 2d .Bn Commnder order hie
right company (Co "G") to fush petyols Lo the § and try and establish contact.
This was done during the afterncon of the 26th, matrols going into the mstropolitan
aras without engountering any personrel of the 387th CT. late in the afterncon
however, contact was estublished when the 387th succesded in breaking into town
from the 5 and contactad cur troops who had encowitered nc resistance in their
moveent imto town from the . bue %o Div Order, CT 3E6 was unable to oecupy the
town of CHP in force frox the I, thus only strong reconmisance mutrols for the
purpose of making centact with the 34Tth were senl into the town. Than division
vas notifisd that contact had besn made, atrols were ordered to withdraw and
pos’ tionw along the assigred CT objective were ccnsolidated and rear alatents
of the CT wers moved to the new joaitions at LS amd SEIB.

{n the afterncon of the 27th, the Regimert was relisved by CT 3JE7 and the
antire CT shifted K $o its new positions carrying out the assigned nisslon of
soctive patrolling in mone and the Lreaking up of any eneny resistance within
the area, and the comblng of the area for bypmesed groups.

Urders were lssusd st OGUD on the 28th for sovement to the S to bepin at 1LCD
upon relief by the 16th Infantry., The misslon of the CT 386 was to relisva the 2d
Cav Sq in the vicinity of MIEYSTRIN (370269) (Sheet U7, 1:100,000 ~ GukudlY).

The 2d Cav Sq vas relleved as of 1000, 29 ipril, and CT 386 oscupled ~ositions,
having mde contact with T 367 on ite right, and by wmeans of the F7th Ren Tr with
the 3C3d Infant:y on the lelt,

Trackod wenleles of the ' closed in the early afternoon of the 29th, and
the origiml attachasnts contimeds. It should be noted at this point that the
positions occuried sere not enlirely favorauble due to the dense woods and the
sharply rolling terrein., fhe Gav had occupled positions somewint aore favorsble
forvard of the assigrned line. It was Lherefae deterained by CT Coadr to occupy
the forward oositiona of the Civ ratoer than the eselgned line, and the lst and
24 Bne were ordered to pove forwird vithout deployment from their movement to the

¥



- - !

new positions, Due to the fact that the CT arrived at night and it was not con-
sldered sourd to atteapt to relisve the Cav positlons during the night, the lst
Bn who had held up on their assigned line havirg arrived later than tie 2d Bn,
simply occupled assexbly positions during the night, and, as roted above, at 1000
the morning of tiwe 29th, couplsted the rellef of the Cav,

During the 29th ard the 30th reconmissance ratrols :ere pushed forward in
the Regt'l mone to determine enemy positions, and, at 0730 the morning of the lst,
a limited objective attack which had been coordimted Ly the CT Coadrs, CGT 3286 and
CT 387, was initiated to secure more favorsble ground for a peneral ase2ult the
following day, This attack sas necesaitated by the fact that the unit on the
right {24 Bn) found itsslf on lox ground and the unit on the left (lst Bn) found
itsslf behind a donae woods, The purpose of the sttack therefare was to secure
the formard edpe of the woods line running generally 5 by E from 5040 to 5631.
The Div objective having not been yet assigned Ly Corps, bhe CT 386 found itself
in the position of being rractivaliy on its assipgned objeotive for the peneral atk
of the 2d of May by the time it had ccncluded fta limited objective attack on the
1st. The ehlef opposition encowtered during this llalted attack was fro: auto-
mtic weapous and small aras fire in the dense woods., ALl roade ruanin; E and %
throuph the woods and nany latweral roads had been road-blocked ty fallen trees
ard in one or two cases by .ines. ITactleally all of these road-blocks .ers
covered by automtie weapons Tire., The thoory of reconmisance Ly fire vas agiin
euployed with the vsual sueccess.

At 1515, L.iay, the left Bo was notifisd to bold its josition pending further
advance by ¢T 303d on the left. In the zone of the 2d Bn, the coupanies tore
generally alon- the § = S grid line 56, vith Co "7 heading for Vil DVUICE. At 1935,
the laft Nn had consciidited its gositions with Co B in S5T. SuOLINTE (565390)
and the talance of fits posltion refused, vith Co "A" on the high ground abeut
SCUCIHMBRL S (521628), and Uo "C" supported by a reinforesd platoon of lislt tanks
oxtending & and i alonr its & flark, pemrally slong ¥ - @ grid line Li. During the
1st of lmy, the 782d Tark Bn (=) had been attached on herimsntal request as it war
flanmed to ness the medium company and the lipht cospany with TD's and Sngre and
mike two emcircling atbacks, one in the sore of each Bn, to permit more yajdd
advance, Close reconnaismunce by the Tank Bn Comdr deterained the road-net would be
the only method of advance dus to the indifferent footing caused by recent rains and
many lakes and smll stresws that interspersed the ares, mrtlcularly in the zone
of the 2d Bn, Therefors, one platoon of light tanks reinforced by the 105 llow of
the Tank Dn wes ment to the lst Bn as noted above.

During the night 1 = 2 Ky, the 3d Bn, which had been released by Corpe,
returmed to Hepisertal control and went Lilo assembly areae in the rear as Regimantal
Reserve,

Early the morning of the 2d, one coapany (Co "KM) was noved to the I to relieve
Go "C" of the Lct Br in its siscion of flan: securlty. The Lipnt tanks reinforced
were attached to Co "K', uwpon the reldefl of Co "C%, and Co "{" was reveried to lat
Bn.
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althogh an attack had been planned for the 2d, the advance position of CT 356
made a coorulmtod atlick unnedessary., The 2d Uin moved forsurd e ts ite pomitions
along the right flank with negligibls opposition, ocoupled AUGILY (LU7:34), generally
H: to X, SSLLIVTU (555372), aud at 1500, the 303d laving made eontach with (o "AM
the flank o of the 386th, Lho lst bn soved forviard to wttack the town of TACHOV
(525442). sttack was completed with litids trouble, a strong urti.iery premra-
tion having bean place on the position peior Lo the abtack,

The 3d Bn in resarve ws glven Lhe nisglon of [lushing wt sll mudl to the
rear, securing Pi's and penerally controlling the Tear ares,

by tha &v of the 2d, ¢T 336 had eecured the division objective in sone,
and was conmolids on the position. Oytpost patrols were jushed fariard in both
uones, road-tlooks were reduced, and the CT CF moved forward to the tawn of Bt.
S4ULLSTe whiech was octupded by Co "B® of the lst Bn ms vell as Co "1 of the reserve
Bn which had been goved forward to parrison the town.

Snow, slset, and light ralus were frequent during the firet three daye of Lthy,
with quite oold tesperturcs registerad during this perled,

At 2030, L ay, UT was alerted by phone &6 prepurs [or further operstlons
apgainet the emswy by 1000, 5 ¥ay, Misslon - attack direction of Plish. with no lsft
poundiry dven, The right boundwiy was to be covered by the forward movess:d of the
23d Infantry of the 2d Div, but tie CT 386 vas apmrently to sake the main attack,
and it vas evidet that it was intended to be a rapld thrust. To relnforce the CT,
the follow.ing unite wers atiiched - 782 Tk Bn ( ~ 1 cedinm coapany), 201D (= 1
Btiy), 322d sngrs (~ L coapany), 389 Fa (155).

Y Carr's plan of mneuver based on the ro.d=met and the terrain vis declded as
folioust = 2d Bn on the right, lst Bn on ths left, 3d Bn in Res. Attachonte: = 1 .
compary medlum tanka,; ona coapany Engra; ome o To's, sach Bn. 2d 0o to thrust
directly down Mmy li. Initial objective - STRIBRO (745410). let Dn to atiack fron
TACHOV initially cross-courtry to the ridpe line E of the PIANA-STRIBRO roat, thence
SE on the high ground to positions overlooking STRIMEO fro: the resr. Due to last
mimnute resrrangsnents caused by the written order recelved froa Corps throupgh Div,
the attack was delayed until 1030 when the 2d Bn, Co "E" on the laft, Co "F" on the
rigt astride Hvy 1y, followed by Co "G¥, moved against BOR (642355) and the lst Bn
wttacked eastmard in the direction of DRIMY (640441). Initially the attick of both
Bns wis made on a brosd front, BUR baving been thoroughly covered by Arty preparstion
prior to the advance with call fire being delivered all along the line with the
attached artiliery of the 922d Fi in general support. The attabk noved #slowly at
first dus to this form of tictivs. However, when BOR was takan at alout 1300, the
CT Vondr directed that a spearhead attack be oude ﬁim%lLdu:i_u I 1 by tha 24 Bn,
Co "F" at onoa mounted on tanks and apgainst winor opresltlon of au tic weapons
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and amall-iriaé jrogesded todirds S5Tlihl. Co "7, Lhe reserve, was founted on
T's and followad Co "£7, Co "E® whicl had teen delayed ir the northern part of
the Pn woundary by perzistert eniping and smll ar's fire froi tie woods, Finally
cleared the arca and fell into colw.n just T of HOLLGIMEVY (675375). Oy 2000,
STRIHKL had been reached and invested Ly the leading comjany and the high

+ of & HLuU vas ocoupled by G und F Cos. The lsi Bn proceedad rapdly until

they raached the river line of the 7k RIVéK in their zone, In tais arsa tho
barks of Lue river are extre.sly atoep and nocoed, and the level ground provided
poor footlug for the araor. The 1st Fm therefore had not jrocesded :uech furthsr
timn Ue eastorn side of the UZ iVl when night fall. fThe richt Gn oonsoliduted
in the vieinity of STRIMHO and prepared to ecntliue Lhe atzack ab 0500 Lhe morning
of the 5t

+b ameul 2000, the T vas notified Lhut tie 16tk arcorsd Ulv vould probably
mann through thesr lines in the worning to mke the attuck on PLLSLI and that our
objective (18 shifted froa PILSEN to the nigh rround N and about 9 kilometers W
of Fliseil, In view ¢f the fict that these vere not orders but only Probahilities,
the CT Condr determine’ to contime the attack unlecs ordared otherkise. About
2000, four representatives, of the Cuech thtionalistie Governwent, penatrated
through the lines frou IMAGUe end rerorted to the 07 Comdr, und inforued hila that
the ‘my to PRAGUE mae open and thil wa oimld continue thit far 4 there had bean
« revolution in FHAGUE on the part of former CLECH Arsy Ufricers wileh had been
suecasaful, It wis on thie report and the 5-2's beliel that ane g op.osition
wouid eontirus to be negiigible tast the Comir's decislon te preec the attack
by daylight was asde and the light tank codjaly was orderad forward to be in
position by UEUU to scresn the advance the advance and carry infantry. At 0500
howiver all Grder nas received through Lhe rear CP which stated that the 16th
Arsored ' culd go through out lines, definitely eetiing our objective as noted above,
and giving jricrity on the roads to the 16th Arcored. The light tankes arrived
at the required time fully gassed but had besn preceded by the Hen elomnts of
the 10ih irsred, At apjroxisately the sads tide, sufficent gas was brought
foyward to enzble tne uttached araor of the OT to nove fovard. Tils delay was
causad ajparently by the fact that priority on high-test gas had gons to the
Apasored Div, B U700 the CT wus prepared to aove but the sain body of the lOth
Arucred wag then passing through the reserve jositlcns, The infantry was therefore
oydered to wait further orders. At about (500, there was a enceation of movesent
on the part of the lith Armored on Wy 14, arferently due to the fact that one
llgroh Serdal bad lost the wiy, When notified of this, the CT Comdr at once crdered
his column Lo -iove and at 1000 the leading elemonts (light tarks with infantry)
had cleared the town of STRIIRG and by 1100 were in the town of KOLOULUIY (983439)
which was the limit of the advance to the east. Co "C", who had lad the advance,
wan imedistely rushed to the Div Objective in the vicinity of VESERUSY (9LL524)
ard Co "™ was moved to the S of Hwy 1L 1n an atteapt 0 secure a reported Oer:an
Genersl in thet vieinity. This person escaped howsver and was afterwards captured
in the zone of the 23d Infantry on the right flank of the 386th. Sharp fire fighta
were engaged in by both P and "G Cos with non-deseript elements of the German
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Army and althouph "C" Co wis in Lts position by 1230, the area wWas not secured
l;nt.u the lst ®n hid moved forward and elepred lts sector of the faome at about
500,

qore than 2000 Cercon pristners were taken on this day and the 3d Bn, which
had been follow the dovecent by shutiling with its orpanie motors, was held
at >uildHU to pollce the roar area and eolloet the larpe numbers of F''s who by
then were surrendering withoui resistanse. It is worihy to rots that £00 mixed
Cerumne generzlly of the 1M Lept surrendersd tie selves arel thelr train to a
Sergeant and two enlisted :an of the Bon Co of the B20 YD Hn, and &nother group
of 250 gurre:dered tie.selves to G o in the K.

i "llo acvarce Llazs" wau lald down by Corje ard the CT contimued to patrol
up to this e watll the teraiobion of hoetilitleo 4 Uy,
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HeADUARTERS 3061 LiE 0 THY

AVIER AGTUAON REPOKT
22 tay 1945,

The 3'0th Infintry moved as part of Lhe F7th Uivision (Theridte) by wotor
reunvoy an. Lradn from CaNP ACEY STlRi, FRaGh to BELSS, Golidil, during the
period 27 larch 1945 to 2 April 1945. Forvard CF openad st ral!Ss at 600, 1
Arril 1945, +ith tho main body of the Regisent clesiug at 2135, 2 aprlil 1905,
Hegt was ordered to relieve tha 37&th Infantry LEST of the RHINE RIVEHR to be
alfected the right of 1 April 19L5.

lue to tre fact that the main body of the 386th Inf had not a8 yet elosed
in, the 322d Comat Knginoer Battalion of the 97Lh Div was attached to the J6th
infy anid thie unit completed the relief reasuired by nigher headourrters jrior
to addni b, 1 April 1945. the fool troops of the Ragi arrived on the 2d of
April, the lst and 2d bne occupled the line relieving the 3224 Enre, wiile ihe
3rd Bn, J0bth Inf, went into reserve., The width of the Hert front o&letated
‘."I-iﬂ d’-ﬂf'ﬂ'ﬂi‘hiﬂﬂl

Iatrolling vas orcsred and reconm issaice missions were gdiven ~drols frog
the Dins arei to the Hert 1 & R Flatoon, These ren Patrols had preat cifficulty
it abcompl Lshing. the - job becauee of the swiftness of the rivor, the hish seawalls
that lined 907 of the EAST bank at WSSELOGEF, and the fuct that it mas the
pitrols' first missions aps i the eneny. - However, wost of the mtrols Wers

suecessful and broupht back lo inforiation with repafd to eneq: installa-
tione

Cne gatirol, led by the Tenr Fl-:-.%ér::rn leader, wus to croes the river on the
wrecked irldie at night to fisd out wlat geiesltion alght be encounterad on the
heatile bank of the river. Tois patrol was led to the +iddie of the brig e before
it was discovered that a night crossing vas Liossible dus to Lhe cordition ef
the Lridge at tint point. Jachine guns opened up on tLhe bridre ind the patrol
withdrew without losses.

Orders vere received from Thermite o send Combut Fatrols across on the night
of § April, but these ordars ware rescinded when it was noted that there was not
sufficlent time for ren petrols to get information as to eneny strength and
dispositions prior to the tihe set for the cosbnt mtrols Lo sove out on the
assigned nission, h

m:-lw period from 1 April to 4 april 1545, eneny activity consisted of
harasaing from light and heavy artfllery, machine puns, flak guns, with some
snipdag, Th--t-qh:dgmdahmthnnfthemﬂrhukmdmmhuumr
river roads by fire when our vehicles or perscnnel appeared,

fieligving units should not occupy the sams bulldings or areas used by the
relieved units as CPe, as thees insiallatlions have been located ari rejortad by



enomay agents still in the vicinity, [ue to the accuracy of eney artillery fire
in the Regt CP area, it is believed that ithere wam a forwird cuserver located
c¢lose at hand = posalbly using the spire of a nearby ohurch for signals and as

s raferents polnt. There was little hostils actlon during daylight hours.

The 365th Fi (Teaser), ar direct support artillery, wms prejared to fire
pre-plotted wissions on tne call of our battalions, Sevaral of thess nissions
were executed smtlisfactorily, sarticularly in effecting the withdrawal of the
It R Fatrol on the night L April when it wao trapped on the bridee to
DGssL0WF, It was reportod by civilian informers Litt the heavy artillery
firing into [ZUs5 was located cut of range of the 1058 of Teaser. Tnis infor-
mation was verifisd and relayed to Divieion Artillory. ’

Cn 4 Aprll the CT coved from its position opposite WSSELDORF, being
relisved by slexents of tue 10lst iirborne Division,

The CT went into temporary asssably areas S8 of HEUSS,

The main body of the 386th CT moved by truck at 0600, 5 April from HEUSS
to positions GUTH of tie SIEG MIVER near OHELPLEIS vis tle ponton bridse across
the Rilhk at DiD GUIESBeRG, The new CF was opened at (BelEIMIR at 060700 .pril,
and relief of the 311 st Infantry started at once with forfurd pésitions being
occupied under cover of darkness.

The Regt thus cams undsr the control of the XVILI Corps of the Plst iray,
and fremred for operations in the WUHL Tockot.

The Rept was origimlly disposed with twe Bns on the line, 24 on the right,
3rd on-ths laft,. lst En was in reserve., One company 820 Tis attached.

The Hegt (=3rd Bn) attacked at 1200, 7 April, coveuent of the 3rd Bn being
controlled bty Div O untll a later time. The schems of wmsneuwver callad for the
movement of tie 2d &n across the river at two points, Co F bedng already across
the river in position which it assuwsed from the 311th Inf, with lst Bn croesing
in the rear under the jrotection of the 2d En, into the zone of Co F, then, as
the 2d Bn noved forward, covering in the right flank of the 24 8n, and, a8 the
zone of advante enlarged, pracually toking pomitione generally abreast of the
2d Bn on its right. At 1543, the 3rd Bn was ordered to eross the river by Div,
mhi.in its zone to the Rept and Div objective, dlesplaved three Bhe abreast
from lsft to right - 3rd, 2d, let (~). Co 4 of the l=t ¥n was held in reserve.
This disiosition was indicated hy Div €, due to the width of the Div front. The
Regt moved generally abreast during the 8th and 9th of ipril, with enesy strong
points at BUF ICHIBRUTH and FlUsfOFT off the right in the zom of the lst and ard
Bns respectively, offering stronger reslstance than other positionas The
objective wasz reached at approximately 14500, and at. 1440 the CT was ordered to
cease Ite advance, consolidate its position, and clear ocut rear areas.



The prisoners talten were aiscellanecus Velkstrum troors who fought enly -
as long as they could do so in safety, for when the Mazd 55 at their backs with-
drow, and the pressure in front becaie great, they would fire a few rore rounds
and surrender. This was bypios! of the anemy on meny occasions throuphout the
action,

The enewy sea:ed to deferd in sms:l proups at key tarrain featurss and in
towns — where the howitzers of the 305th Fa did «n excellent job vith their e,
“F and tlao fire, Hoad blocks of all dascriptions vere encountered, felled trees,
log tarrieade of unifors construct ion; road craters, tlown bridpes, eté. Scme
of t ese rend blocks verw ained and protected by sniper firs, but comparativaly
few mines were found, while sose of these vere duony mines made of cross sections
of loga. Ome LML ton truck fros I Comjmny was torn o pleces and thres occujmnts
killed and one seriousl;y wounded when Lhe vehicle struck a Teller aine at the
EITULF bridge. with regard to the road blocke, it was interesting to note that
many were rassed by our copmnies before they could be completed, and in some
cases, before they could be assastlad — even thougn the material was read: to
be dropved into place. Rajid ferwyrs rovement, even when the amen wers practieally
duad ;n their feet frea wearinesa apd lack of sleep, undountedly prevented MY
casuzlties,

Lneny tanks mere rejortsd at HEOE , a snall villa-e in the some of oparations,
An air strike was requosted in order to rewwove thils threat to our advanelng treors,
The danper was reaoved b. saveral ¥ LY9s in spite of some oprogition from flak guns,

I rew order wis received {roa Div which chan: #d Lhw zone of adv somexhat to
the ™, and when the attack was ordered resused at (800, 10 ipril, due to the fict
that a turning “sve.ent was involved » it was decided vy ;. Regt Uomdr to echelon
the advance frow risht to lefi sturting at (000 for the lst Dn, 10CO for the 2d An
ard 1200 for the 3rd iin. fue to z delay in transmission of orders to the lst Bn,
initistion of the attack was delayed until 0550. Co 4 had reverted to Hr control on
the 1Oth of iprdl, and Co %, wiich hsc been actively eng.ped at FELDERBOFT and
SCHURSHOERG, had been ordersd to reserve, At 1215, the 2d and 3rd Bns mere ordered
Lo advance simltanecusly, the 1lst Bn having moved up almoat abreat of the 24 Bn.
The advante contimied without outstanding opiosition until 07D s 12 Apedl, when
the risht flank of the lst Bn encountored heavy resistance at DRAE-NURERHOHE .
Operatione against this town delayed the ripght flank until approximatedy 1750,
when a . coordimted attack by B and ¢ Cos, after artillery jremration, wae ordered
by the Bn Comdr, In the Mmantime, the 2d and 3rd Bne were ardered to delay their

adwmnce in order to preven. too vide a gap from occurring on the right flank of
the 2d Bn,

The attack of the lst Bn against LRABENUSRHOHE being succesaful, the balance
of the lst Bn woved forward but was unable to cover enough distance to regain
contact properly with Co 4 on the lsft flank of tan Bn, therefors Lhe fepgt Rersrve
Go (Co K) wan crdered to move temporarily into Lhe EAP betvean A and B Cos until



Y

attack eould be resumed. "he attack was contimued with the Hns penerally
yﬂhntlun il the lith when th- Hegt zona marrowed down due Lo contractlon of

the FUNR ;jocket. The lst Bn on the right was wltdrawn to Regt Reserve and Co K
was releused to the 3rd Ba. During the 13th, the 3rd Bu ran inte hwavy opposition
# of BERG CLADBACH which held .kem up the best purt of the day, .hen the lst Bn
wans pirched out on the l4th b, the marrowing of the [Hegt front it vas decided

by the Heyt woudr tint after Loy hac reorjanized theaselves, ther would be moved
Lo the leit L-hind the 2d %1 .o pushed in front of tiw 3rd Bn whio had bLeen
delayed st DeRG GLAUBACH, to mke the attack on the town of BURSUliL.w where

heavy opjoalfion was expec.ed., This maneuver ias eonploted anl the atlack wae
made. It cas remlsed hovever by heavy autmatic vedtons fire fren the tow: and
by 8sm fire frum the R of Lhe toun. '

On tie afternoon of the léth, the Regt Comdr decided that rathsr than permit
the advarce to be delajes by PURSCHEIL, he would by-pass the lst En in its attack
on BURSCHIED by mowirs the 3rd Bn around “he right flark of the lst En and
pashing it sgainat tie town of WITLLHLIDEX, In the asantine, the lst Ln mounted
Co C on TUa and rusiad the town of DUKSCILIED after a [ifteen alnule artillery
preparation wilch {icluded the use of “P, VWhile Co ¢ and the TDe attacked the
town of BUHSCHIZD, vos A and B wers motorlzed on the antitank vehlclss of the
1st and 3rd Bns ard one platoon of the Antitenk Coupany and moved through the
gone of the 387th Inf (on the Rept laft) across the WUFIEE KIVEH and occupled
the towns of HUHSCIIED and LIDUERT, The attack of Co ( an BURSCHIED was highly
mccessful as the irocps swoved through flringe frocn the decka of tie TDs behind
the firiag of the Ths .50 cilibers and connon (all being fired si-ultaneovely).
The 2d Bn on the ripht encountered some enugy resistance in the vicinity of '
RIlGEX but iovec rapidly forvard and ouring the early murt of the afternoon Co
GO croossed the river or foot, and, by 1800 a the 1l6th, the lst ard 2d Uma were
prepared to aspult Lie town of SOLINGEN .

: Due to th: vast nusbers of priscnars being taken, the 3rd Dn was pinched .
out of the lire betwsen the lst and 2d Hie, and established a F¥ cuge at VITLLHSLIEN,
and undertock the police and security of Wie rear areas.

The Eng!neers o»f B Co, 322d Eng iin (Technlclan) were culled upon frequently
to remir vouds and bridpes, rescve read blocks, amd install treadwy or ponton
bridres. uost of t2e rerorted minss and mine fislds proved to be false alurns,
but it took tine to check the given locations. Ofton the Yngineers were harassed .
by snipers while moving forward and while smaking rejairs, (On one such occasim,
‘the Shginewrs localed a Nazi staff group composed of a It. Genaral ard a dozen
other officers and ren, The machine gunner, a Colonel, was killed amd the reminder
captured), At nigh?, they would have to furnish toeir own security which took
Just ‘so any men from the Job and timis delayed thelr assignwnt. Due to the
prensing nesd for ‘ngro in such a fast smving action, it 1a belisved that an
entire ingr Uo shruld b= attached to the Regt; a platoon is not cufficlent to do
the job whan speel is the key word.



On tae l6th, instructizps were received frou tme CG to cumplete the drive
to the Div objective without delay and it was docided that since opposition was
very light, that this objective which was simuly a problen of logistice, could
best Le wchieved Ly motorizing cne rifles company, praceding it with the i-20's
of the TD Cv and the Reght I & R Platocn., It was realized that this was an
ururthodox use of the #=20's, but in vien of the fuct that the brid.es eoross
the WUPHER RIVEK wouid not at tiat tiwe carry the TDs vut would earry tie U-20's,
and slice tne TDx did not need additional seourity in in their ;osition un the
S of the river, tiat these vehiclas mipht Le used. It developed houever that
the B Coldrs of the lst aud 2d Bias had, on their own initiative, motorized units of
their Bin and ad pushed through to the Regt ocbjective, and, Ly 1300, on the
17¢h, the vicinity of SOLXNGEN and the Regt objective were thoroughly invested,
and all unite were engaged in coliecting and evacuating prisoners, securing
strategic public installations, werehouses, distilleries, arms, and displaced
person centers.

uring the day of 18 aprl®, the CT was ordered to occupy the general area
comprising the towns of SOLINGER, RZMSCHILD, and WUPFBRTHAL. This uove was com-
pleted by 1640, and preparations were completed for the military government of the
new area and tho CT was prepisred for further orders and instructions.

The Battle of the RUIt ended, in so far as this Regt wus concerned, when
battle conditions ceased at 1816408 April. Prisoners of War continued to move -
toward the rear, but the weary men of the 386th Inf knex that their first battle
had been most successfwlly completed, and that they had earnsd their etar, o



