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3 December 1943

wubject: S5-2 Journel for Month of IJovember 1343,

To - boam:nﬁ nz Officer, 540tk Engineer Regiment, 4.P.0.#4GU4,
1. Submitted herewith the S-2 Journel for the month of November 1543
28 recuestced:
a. Jovember 1lst to Hovember 8th (Conclusion of Work in Nanles).
S5-2 Section concluded its work in Nevles vrevaratory to moving
out into the field s&gain. In relation to the initizl "de-lousing" of e large
city, the ;0110w1a5 recomnendations sre mede:
(1) - Initial reconnaissence oFf instelletions and utilities
by en,lneer vnits, who cre to be resjonsible for "delousing™, should be =2ssign-
ed znd coordinsted by higher headouerters to avoid dunlication of work and
Unmecessary "thinning—ouc" of reconnaissance elements.
(2) - Informetion as to enemy mining ectivities from civiliens
locel officisls @nd police should be made aveilable to engineer units.
(3) - Bulldlngs occupied, where vpossible, should be esgigned for
clearance vrior to occupation.
(4) - Large installstions unless vitally needed for militery pur-
poses or definitely known to be cleer should be "frozen" and unoccupied for
a period of three weeks.

. (5) - All orgsnigzations should be informed as to the difference
in function between Ordnence Bomb Disposal Units @nd Lngineer Mine and Booby-
trep Clearance Units. )

(6) - Necessity for sccurate descriotions insofar as locations
within & city are concerned cennot e too highly stressed. At least fifty ver
cent of time was spent in looking for buildings reported by other units.

b. Hovember 8th to November 20th (Lisson, Recomnaissznce and Design)
5-2 end S5-3 sectidns joined the first battalion in the field as

advence echelon of regimental heedquarters. Battalion was in support of X Corps
‘being zssigned engineer tesks associated with keeping mein axis of supply and
‘communicetion open. The section essisted the battalion in road 'end bridge recon-
neissence, and bridge design end recommendestions. It was noticed that due to
short time permitted for designing, that too often the designs were ccupletely
Ngcademic! ie, designs were mede pefore it was known what materiel was available
and consequently bore no resemblance to the bridge that was actually constructed.
In this respect a weekly statement, by higher hesdouerters, on the guantities
end tyoes of brldge materiel availaeble, would be most helpful
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$-2 Journal, cont.

c. %ﬂ%e%har_zﬂih_Inuﬂggﬂmber 30%h (Road, Bridese, snd Minefield Reconnaissence)
Cascans Seconda:ctiozdreconn?ltered H%ghway #7 ?rom Junction ioyth of Sparenise to
be inte;section Ztio‘i-from %gte;sectlon'w1th hlghwaq #7 to'TmANO gnd c9ntinuing
Morkine oy Reccw bt npghway:f tr'he‘segtlon dev?lo?ea Standlpg Instructions For
salalng = rding Enemy Minefields for use within the regiment. During this
veriod & letter was received from nigher heedquarters explaining that loss of life
end equipment was resulting from carelessly marked minefields. One of the ressons
for_this state of affairs, it is felt, is that there are no instructions from higher
headouerters giving a uniform method of merking end recording enemy minefields within
2ur own lines. Reference is given in the letter to AFHQ Operations Memorandum #ol.
This memorandum, however, deals with merking snd recording instructions for friendly,
deliberate minefields. It is cuite obvious that the methods of marking used for
a friendly minefield (which serves the tacticel purpose of acting &s a barrier
for enemy mechenized advance, and where marking is designed so &s to not revesl
location and scope of field to the enemy) will widely vary from those thet should
be used in marking an enemy minefield within our own lines (which serves no
tacticel purpose &nd where exact dilineztion of the field is desired). Similerly,
‘recording ™ the memorandwn, is bassed on the DP and Tape and Picket Method of Minefiel
Laying emploved by the Allies. It is unwieldy to use this system of recording
on an enemy field which was not layed according to those orincioles.

It is felt thet engineer units such as this regiment would be better

off if equipped with the T-2 AA tyve halftrack rether then the M-3, inasmuch
es elmost 211 contact with the enemy in this type of unit is seriel. The skate
mounts-on the M-3 half-treck ere not at £ll well suited for Anti aircreft

tyoe fire.

It is felt thet 211 units need a great dezl of improvement in road
discipline. The meintenance of interval between vehicles, use of hend signels,
pulling off road when stovping, etc, doesn't seem to exist within units in
this thestre. The demage czused by enemy streffing itself, ls negligble com-
pared to the time wested oy treffic jems caused by universal bumocer to bumper
driving. The military police seem especially lax in enforcing any rules ageinst
" jamming-up", if, indeed, they do exist.

For The Commending Officer:

Caot, Ci
5-2
Inclosures:
Aopendix "A' - Stending Instructions For Merking and Recording Enemy Mirefields.
Appendix "B" - Engineer Roed #nd Bridge Reconnaissence No. 10-l.
Appendix "C" - Engineer Roed end Bridge Reconneissence No. 11-1.
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“nginecr Road and 3ridge Reconnsissence Mo.l0-1.

YORK SI®Z LESCRIPTIONS

¥aps: Italy 1/100,000, Sheet 3172 /Czaserta).

A = o2d "A" from Junction with Wighwey 47 for four point five (L.5) miles,
to TWANO, is & two wey (eighteen (18) feet wide), orushed rock roed,
with & generelly amodth surface, gentle grades, and gradugl curves,

(23T XS AN RN A 2]

B - 7oed "%, mn alternate route $o TAY) from its intersection with Road
148 gt woshﬁ?s for one voint six (1.6) miles, 18 s two wey, crushed
rock road, with generslly smooth surface, gentle grasdes, and gradual

gurves.
reRAGITEEPKABA®

(1) - Tesoription - Temolished magsonry dridge revlaced by 3ailey.

Stream - Aversge U feet wida, 2 feet deep, 3 feet/sec flow.
Tass - 0On esst aide & one way, dirt dy »ass has dbeen cut to both
anks of atresm but not bridged.
work Trovosal - Improve by pass to two way gravel, construct timber
trastle bridge where by-pass crosses stream.

¥otd Decking -~ -21 x 12's,

- 3

ECANUEG RN XS OD ¥

(2) - nescrivtion - Demolished bridge rerlaced by Balley.
Streem - Aversge 4 feet wide, 1.5 feet dean. slov flow,
Bz Sasg -~ Yone,

Work “rososal - Construct ome wey b pess to wvest. "rect Rslley where
bypass crosses stresm. Construct tisber trestle, double storey,
bridge on originsl site,

natd Tecking - 130 = It x 12's,

KAFSHTLVETRNROPRE
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(2)
. York 3ite Deseriptiogn cont. i

{3) - Description - Jamolished bridge replaced by Claess 12 Bailey. Temporary
ne way Clsas 40 timder treatle bridge on By pass.
Stream - Aversge 3 feet wide, 1.5 feet deep, slow flov.

By Shas - One way, 93" Matiing sub-course, graveled.
ork Proposal - Improve by-pass $o two woy. Lift temporary timber bridge,

Feviace with two way Class %0 doudbls storey timber trestle. Reinforce

Rajley to nless 40 during comstruction. .
Bstd Decking - Use decking from temgorary bridge. T oo
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(1) - Descrintion - Culvert demolished, being

Srt———————
* by British., Two wsy.
work Provosal - Maintenance.

B!
PYLEREPIOR
(5) - Description - ®ovement broken, width of roadwey over sngll atream,
Gapped by Tsiley.
dork helf st time vermitting one.wY

work “roposal - Culvert and f1ll.
traffic during construction,
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(6) - Description - Demolished culvert. Origimally filled, it appesrs that
?ETE started to give and was replaced by Railey.
work Proposel - Culvert snd fill, ¥ork half rosd st time.

Lo~

(2L 11 4 1)
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*¥Work 351te Deseriptions, cont.

(7) - Deseriptions - Demolished highway bridge replaced by Bailey.
Streem - Aversee 6 foet wide, 2 feet doep, 3 feet/sec flow.

By Tess - Yone. ¥ill be difficult to bypass due to steep banks,
rosd curves sharply on both sides stream runs on alternate cut
and f1l1l.

Work Fropesel - See NOTZ #1 for genersl suggestion of detour of Road
i during construction. If Yote #1 not feasible construct one-way
bypass to southesst, ersct Beiley where bypass crosses stream,
permitting erection of double storey timber trestle bridge at or-
iginal site.

detd JDeeking ~ 180 - I0 x 12'a.

cRaFgdBETERY

(8) - Deseription - Demolished highway brldge replaced by Balley.

Streem - 9,3 feet wide under bridge, 1.5 feet deep, slow flow.

By Pess - Yone. Sugzest using Road 80 agllready marked as TRANQ
0 a% present, during construction, ellowing erection of fixed
bridge &t original site.

Jork FProvossl - “rect two-span, single doudle story bent, timber
trestle bridge on original slte. W, ) ‘ B

“atd Decking - 10C - 3 x 12's, N .
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YOT? 41 - Suggest thst north bound traffic for TRAYO be routed over Wighway 46
and gecondary romd from junction with #6 at ¥O28911 o TTANO, during
veriod of bridge conatruction on Road %A permitting asiting of fixed
bridges on originzl sbutments. :



