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ENGBIEER PLAN FOR ASSAULT RIVER CROSSING

Dated; 23 Nov 44

1. Pdge 1 - I. c. (2) ADD: (d) "Detachment, 469th Engineer Iviaintenance Go".

2. Page 1 - I. c. DELETE: (3) "85th Heavy Ponton Battalion". ADD:
Engineer Heavy Ponton Battalion^. (Att.- to 540th Engr Regt)

3. Page 2 "• JX. o. 2. DELETE: (f).

4. Page 3 - II. c. 4. ADD: (g) "Provide personnel to assist Co VA"* 84th
Camouflage Battalion in construction of dummy bridge.

5. Page 4 - II. DELETE: h. ADD: h. "85th Engineer Heavy Ponton Battalion will
construct the divisional 25-ton ponton bridge assisted by Go

7  ' -54G;th=^E£^ifeei'-^^Re^, and will provide a tota^^^l6 storm boat^
operators, 8 each to Gompanies and Engineer Regtv" ■

■  "Detaehment^- 2pS-9th--BflgiaiBer M3ititenaaee--60' • wirldr"TDSSbf spot
r^€iirs-^arad provide maintenaiKie. ̂ or ou tboord-motope

6. Page 6 - III. d. 1. REVISE: "1 "D" ration" TO READ: "1 "G" ration".

7. Annflv - REVISE 15th item from top of list from "Utility Boats... *1800 •"
TO: "Anti-Mne Barrier. • .*1800'".

8. Annex U(i - REVISE: Anti-debris boom should appear as next installation
downstream pf the 3 anti-mine barriers instead of upstream as
shown.
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ENGINEER PLAN FOR ASSAULT RIVER OROSSDjG »

I - MISSION

General •» Support the assault river crossing of one division on a
two jFICJT fl7ont by providing river crossing facilities*

b^ Specific -

(1) Transport river crossing materials, equipment, and engineer per
sonnel to the river.

\

(2) Operate storm and assault boats,

(3) Provide infantry support rafts, heavy ponton rafts, Dukw cross
ings (including necessary maneuver cables) for each RGT#

(41 Erect and maintain anti-mine barriers, anti-debris bb^, and
dummy bridge (including necessary maneuver cables).

(5) Provide a bridge coim)any to assist the 85th Heavy Ponton Battal
ion in the construction of a divisional heavy ponton bridge.

(6) Provide continuous river patrol to protect means of crossing#

(7) Construct immediate approaches and exits for crossing sites.

(8) Cpon army orders, after securing of the bridgehead, assume respon
sibility for road and bridge maintenance up to and including the floating bridge.

(9) Refer to Annex #1 for Wave J>iagram#

(10) Refer to Annex #2 for Unit Bqdjpment and Truck Chart.

(11) Refer to Annex ̂ 3 for Truck and Trailer Redistribution Chart.

(12) Refer to Annex §k for Personnel Chart.

(13) Refer to Annex for Oomnunications Diagram*

(14) Refer to Ani;x #6 for Installations Diagram#

(15) Refer to Annex ̂  for Hourly Ferry Report#

(l6> Refer to Annex #8 for Ponton Bridge Four (4) Hourly Vehicle Check,

c. Troops -

(1) One division and attached troops#

(2) 540th Engineer Regiment and attached troops*

(a) 424th Engr Dump Truck Company#

(b) Co 'A", 84th Camouflage Bn ( - 2 platoons).

(c) Detachment, 85th Heavy Ponton Battalion.

(3) 85th Heavy Ponton Battalicn#

'5'NOTE: SUPERSEDES MGR TENa
TATIVE PLAN FOR RIVER

a  crossing ̂ '2ENGR PLAN^

)^2 FOR RITO CROSSING > '
21 Nov 44, both this Hq
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Engineer Plan For ji^aauXt River Oroeaing

II - UNIT MISSIONS

a* Regimental Headquarters, 340th Engineer Regiment, Colonel George W,
MARVIN, Commanding, will cbox*dinate and supervise the operations of river
crossing facilities for one division#

\

bi Regimental Headquarters and Service Company, 540th Ehgineer Regiment,
will provide: personnel and equipment for tho operatirm of Regimental Hq and
CP, assist in transport of river«cros£j.u.5 equipment, assist in resupply, estab-*
lish communications system,

o* First Battalion Hq, 540t.h Engineer Regt, lifJajor J, 0. O'BRIM, Comnand-
will coordi^te and supervise the aotivities of engineer elements listed

below, assisting the river oressin^i; of one assault RCT»

1# Company "F", 540th Engineer Regt.

(a) Transportation of river-crossing personnel and equipment will
be as specified in Annexes §2 and #3*

(b) Operate 48 storm boats (reinforced by 8 operators from the
85th Heavy Ponton Battalion) landing the first wave of two battalions of one
ROT, guiding passangers from the fiaall assembly areas to embarkation points*
After discharging personnel on the far shore operators will return boats to near
shore and beach or shuttle personnel as directed*

(0) Operate 42 double assault boats landing support con^anies of
the assault battalions and attached troops of one RCT in Waves tt2 to #7, draw
ing bowmen from Co "A" as directed*

(d) Establish a company collecting point on the near shore* Re-
tuzning boat operators will report to collecting point upon completion of mis**
sion and be re-dispatched as directed

(e\ C^erate assault boats as required for medical evacuation and
smcke generation*

2* Company "B**, 540th Engineer Regt.

(a^ Transportation of river crossing personnel and equipment will
be as specified in Annexes §2 and #3.

(b) Erect and maintain 2 maneuver cables for 1 Dukw crossing*

(0) Erect and maintain 2 infantry support raft maneuver cables*

6d) Erect and maintain 1 heavy ponton raft maneuver cable*

(e) Erect and maintain 3 anti-mine barrier maneuver cables*

(f) Erect and maintain 1 anti-debris boom maneuver cable*

(g) Erect and maintain dum&y bridge maneuver cable*

(h) Above cables listed in order of priority of construction*
The two teams working under First Bn control will be assisted by team from
Second Bn control for erectiem of (e), (f), and (g) above as this team becomes
available*

3* Company «A*>, 540th Sigineer Regt*

(a^ Transportation of river crossing equipment and personnel as
specified in Annexes j^2 and #3*

(b) Construct and operate 2- five-boat infantry support tfafts*

- 2 -
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;iiieer Plan, for Assaul t River Crossing

(c) Construct and operate 1 Class 4^ heavy ponton raft.

(d) Construct and operate additional rafts as needed for replace-
menti or if construction of ponton bridge is delayed, calling upon battalion
headquarters for additional operators if necessary.

(e) Keep accurate records of vbhicles and equipment by organization
crossing on rafts and render periodic reports to battalion headquarters (refer
to Annex •

as directed.

(f) Provide bowmen to Co "E" and Co "P" for double-assault boats

4» Company "C", 540'bh Engineer Regt.

(a) Transportation of river crossing personnel and equipment as
specified in iumex §2 and i«nnex

(b) Provide general engineering platoon to prepare approaches and
exits for infantry support and heavy rafts, Dukv; crossing, and floating bridge.

(c) Provide drivers for Co "P" organic vehicles as directed.

(d) Provide continuous river patrols to protect means of crossingc,

(o) Instal in river and maintain 3 anti-mine barriers (2 of which
will be pre-fabricated by Co "B" and 1 by the 40th Engineer Rcgto

(f) Instal and maintain 1 anti-debris boom.

d. Second Battalion Hq, 540th Engineer Regt, Lt Col S. A. KNiJP, Command
ing, will coordinate and supervise the activities of engineer elements elements
listed below, assisting the river crossing of one assault ROT.

1. Company "E", 540th Engineer Regt.

(a) Transportation of river-crossing and equipment as
specified in Annexes /^2 and

\

(b) Operate 4^ storm boats (reinforced by 8 operators from the 85th
Heavy Ponton Battalion) landing the first wave of two battalions of the assault
RCT, guiding passangers from the final assembly areas to embarkation points.
After discharging passengers ofl far shore, .operators will roturn boats to the
near shore and beach them, or shuttle additional waves as directed.

(c)^ Operate 42 double assault boats landing support companies ef
the assault battalions and attached troops of the one RCT in Waves #2 and ^
reinforced by bownen from Co "A" as directed (see iuinex #1 - Wave Diagram).

(d) Establish a company collecting point on the near shore. Re
turning boat operators will report to the collecting point upon completion of
missions and be re-dispatched as directed.

(e) Operate assault boats as required for medical evacuation and
smoke generation.

'f

2. Company "B", ,540th Engineer Regt.

(aj Transportation of per0<xm&l and as i
Annexes ̂ 2 and ̂ 3.

(b) Sareot main^ln 2 momtm I

(0) Srsat and aaiataia 2 infntitry inirjNrS flasMMMir
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(d) Erect and maintain 1 heavy ponton raft maneuver cable*

(e)^ Above cables listed in order of priority of construction*
As soon as one team is available it will be dispatched to Keadquarters First
Battalion to reinforce Coinpany "B" teams with the First Bn in erection of
divisional cables*

3* Coogjany ®A®, 540th Engineer Regt.

(a) Transportation of river crossing equipment and personnel as
specified in Annexes #2 and #3*

(b) Construct and operate 2 five-boat infantry support rafts*

(o) Construct and operate 1 Class 40 heavy ponton raft*

(d) Construct and operate additional rafts as- needed for replaceacnt.
ment* or if construction of ponton bridge is delayed, calling upon battalion
Hq for additional if necessary*

(e)? Keep accurate records of vehicles and equipment by organiz-
aticai crossing on rafts and render periodic reports to battalion Hq* (See
Annex #7) •

4« Ccanpany 540th Engineer Regt*

(a) Transportation of river crossing personnel and equipment as
specified in Annexes §2 and #3*

(b) Provide general engineering platoon to prepare approaches and
exits for infantry support rafts, heavy ponton rafts, and Rukw crossing*

(c) Provide drivers for Co "S" organic vehicles as directed*

e* Company <*0®, 540th Engineer Regt, will assist the 85th Heavy Ponton
Battalion in the construction of the divisional heavy ponton bridge and erect
ion of the ponton bridge maneuver cables and maintain vehicle check (See
Annex #8)*

f* The 424"t>h Engineer Dump Truck Co will operate vehicles for the trans
portation of river crossing equipment and personnel to the river as directed
and shuttle to haul dummy bridge as ordered*

g* Company "A®, 84th Camouflage Battalion (- two platoons) will erect
and maintain the d^ivisional "dumny® bridge -and such technical camouflage super
vision and inspection as requested* The company will provide an officer or
NOG guide for 424th Dump Ituck Co hauling diimmy bridges*

h* Detachment, 85th Heavy Ponton Battalion will provide a total of I6
storm boat operators, ei||ht to Caipany "B", 540th Engineer Regt, and 8 to
Company 540th Engineer Regt*

III - ADMINISTRATIVE INSTPDCTIONS

a* Uniform and Individual Equipment -

1* Each individual will v/ear or carry the following;

2 ea dog tags w/chain
1 ea undershirt, wool

1 ea underdrawers, wool
2 pr socks, wool
1 ea shirt, CD, wool



1 ea trousers, OD, wool
1 pr shoe pacis, or boots, ccmbat
1 ea belt, web
2 ea handkerchief

1 ea cap, wool, knit
1 ea helmet, steel, vT/liner
1 ea jacket, combat or field '
1 ea overcoat, wool
1 pr gloves, leather
1 ea knife, engineer
1 ea, belt, cartridge or pistol
1 ea canteen, w/cover and cup
1 oa bayonet and scabbari (by EM armed w/rifle)
lea first aid packet (rod) containing -

(1) 1 ea bandage, sterile
(2) 1 ea Sulfanilimide povTder
(3) Sulfadiazine tablets

1 ea gas mask, service
1 ea weapon, individual (as issued)
Ammunition for weapon carried:

Rifle, M-1

Rifle, 03
TSMG

Carbine

Pistol

1 Bandolier ? full belt
1  n tt n n

6 clips
3 clips
22 rounds

2$ ifeversabkiiiiffl field bag will contains

1. ea mess kit

1 set toilet articles

Gleaning jnaterial for weapon
1 ea raiut-cat

2 pr socks, wool'
1 bottle halazone tablets

1 "K" ration (for D-day)

3:» Bed Roll will contain:

1 ea Tent, shelter half, w/pins, poles, and rope
3 ©a blankets
1 ea suit, HBT

1 ea undershirt, v/ool
1 ea underdrawers, wool

Note t Officers will wear uniform in conformity v/ith troops

1# Barracks bags and officers' luggage will be stctred in present
ccmpany bivouac area*

2* Organizational equipment not carried forward for the operation
will be stored in present ccmpany area*

3» Three guards will be left in each company bivouac area

■c* Gas & Oil -

line*
1* Each vehicle will leave present area

2. Additional ^oiino and eli far ^ mtSm ^ mmU
carried by each

aoBpmjUmr mg/j amm
opon^m of aosmtlf pcm$ 0Usm $m0 mo

wm"■"TW-
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d# Rations -

!• Kitchen trucks will carry the following:

3 Q9 ranges, field, w/bumers
ration for company strength (plus attachemnts)

1 "D" ration " » „ „ '
10 cans of water

2* Bach individual will carry 1 "K" ration (for D-day)

9»' Water *

1. Each individual will carry full canteen (for D-day),

D plus 1, Headquarters ■& Service Company will set up a water point on

IV - OtMOTIGATiaiS

3* Command Posts -

Regt. Colonel Oeorge

Headquarters, 540th Engineer Regt, Ifejor J. C.

Headquarters, 5A0th Engineer Regt, Lt Colonel

b. Wire Net i (Refer to Annex

0* Radio Net - (Refer to Annex #3)
d. Radio silence until H-Hour,

GEORGE W, Mi'iHVlN
Coloneli C.E.
CcQstandlng

PISlRIBTmCN:
"Special"

-16.
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Annex #2

23 November 1944

EQSJIBflMT & muCKS

Storm Boats

35 HP Motors

Assault Boats

22J HP Motors

Inf Support Raft Parts

Dukv Cables

Inf Support Raft Cables

Hvy Ponton Raft Gables

Mine Bari'ier Cables

IXucmy Bridge Cables

l>rift Boom

Ponton Bridge

R*f4 Dozer

Utility Boats

Utility Boats

Hvy Ponton Raft

Oo "A" Co "B" Co "QP Co »D" Go "S" Oo ♦'F" 85 E

48 48

12

6

3 sets

8

4

4

4

2

3

1

48

84

42

48

84

42

4

4

*1800»

♦Carried by Co "C"

Trucks

Trailers, Pole

Trailers, 1-ton

19

4

11 36

6

11

36

6

11

Notet 424th Duix^,Truck Co attached for additional trucks
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TRUCK :jg) TRi^ILER REDISTRIBUTION CH^jyT

QRGANIZATION - - - Co ''A" Go "B" Co "0" Co "D" Go "E" Qp "g"

T6tal 2i ton Tries
Needed for (teaa. ;. 19 7 11 8 36 36

2j ton Trks on Ifend 9 9 9 9 9 9

2i ton Trks S|iort
Or Over -10 /2 -2 /I -27 -27

2i ton Trks To Be
Supplied By 424 Dump
•^ck Co 24 24

2i ton Trks To Be
Supplied By HScS Co 10 2 3

2j ton Trks To Be
Supplied By Co "D" 2 1

2i ton Trks To Be
Supplied By Co "B" 2

Total Pole Trlrs
Needed For Cper# 4 2 6 6

Pole Trlrs On

Hand 3 3 3 3 3 3

Pole Trlrs Short

Or Over -1 /i /3 /3 .3 -3

Pole Tplrs Supplied
By Co "B® 1

Pole Trlrs Supplied
By Co "C® 3

Pole Trlrs Supplied
By Co 3

Total I'-ton Trlrs
Needed for Oper# 11 11

I.

1-ton Trlrs On Hand

And Available 6 6

1-ton Trlrs Short -,3 -3

1-ton Trlrs To Be

Supplied by H & S Co 3 3

1-ton Trlrs To Be
Supplied by Co 2 2

—S" S- C R -E-^
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Go «A" Co »B" Co "C* Co "D" Go »E" Co "F"

R-i|. Dozer needed for
Qpn (Incl 4-T & 8-T trlr) 4

H-4 Dozers on hand 1 1 1 1 1

R-4 Dozers short or over /I -3 /I /I /I

R-4 Dozers supplied by-
Go "A" 1

R-4 Dozers supplied by-
Go "G® 1

R«4 Dozers supplied by
Co "D« 1

Note 1 - Go "G** to provide drivers for organic 9 Sj-ton trucks for Go "E"
and organic 9 2i-ton trucks for Go "F".

Note_^2-'^l other organic transportation and Engr equipment required by-
each lettered company for accoaplishment of their mission will be
transported and operated by the individual lettered companies•

Note 3 - 424th Dunp Truck will provide trucks and drivers to shuttle back to
haul the "dummy" bridge. Go "A", 84th Camouflage Bn ̂ Till provide
the 424th Dun?) Truck Go with officer or NCO guides as necessary.

Note 4 - Co "B" - 4 utility boats will be transported on 4 special boat trail
ers provided by 85 Heavy Ponton Bn.

Note - H & S Go to supply 1 2i-ton air-compressor to Go "A»| 1 2i-ton air-
oon5)ressor to Co "C". Both with operators.
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PERSONNEL CHART

Annex #4

23 November 1944

Storm Boat Operators

Co "A" Co "B" Go "C" Co "D" Co "E" Co *F" 8S E

88 88 16

Assault Boat Operators

Inf Support Rafts

Hwy Ponton Raft

H7y Ponton Bridge

Cables

n Co

*1 Co

1 Co

Mine Barrier

Gen Engr

River Patrol

♦Conpany to construct all rafts.
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Annex HR

CO.

■ go U R I. Y g gR R Y R E F 0 R T

. 540TH M5INEBR RBOT. DATE

Feiry Site FROM HRS, TO' HRS

Type Yflhinlft

Trip #1 -. Going
Tyrre Trailed Load Organization

Type Vehicle

Trip ifl ^ Reituyn

Type Trailed Load Graanizaticn

h
Trip ̂  - Going i

Type Vehicle Type Trailed loiad Organization

... 1

.

Trip #2 « Itettim
Type Vehicle TYA;i]ed Lead Organizotinn

®?iP #3 - Going
Type Vehicle Type Trailed Load Orgenizetl cr»

•

Trip jfy -Bstuxp

Type Vehicle Type Trailed Load Organization

Trip #4 - Going

Type Vehicle Type Trail-ed T.nad Orgenizfttion

I

Trip Retiapn

Type VehAale Type .Trailftd Lofld fsn

Continued en Reverse Side



tf^srse/ey:^:^
Hourly Perry Report Continued. ^ S s ®

3^rip jji, - Ooing

ijinex #7 (Cont'd)

Type Vehic\^ toe Traile<^ T-ppf^ Organ jgatS nn

#5 - Return

^
I

V

toe Traileri T,^.^

Trip ̂  - Going

.Qraanization

' ' 1 I I i

-  • —» "« ■

toe Vehicle toe Trailed Load
T-'" 1 . . " '1

OrffanizntioTi

—■■■ ■ — Trip % - Return
TVrVSA Tr^V«4 ^ I .

—::GfP.e 'iraiisct Load
\

•Organization

— - Trip Ji? - liJilnpf
to e Vehicle Type Trailed Load Orjo|an ization

Trip ^ - Return
— Typfi Yphlnlfl Ty^ft Trailed Load Qrflrani "fci oTi

toe Vehlacle Type Trailed Load Organization

Trip #0 - Re-fcum
Type Vehicle toe Trailed Load Organization

Trip ^9 - Going
lype Vehicle Type Trailed Load Organization

Trip ^9 - Return
toe VcM"!® .  ..Ti/Pe Trailed Load Orcrfl lii rwi

jj ;
/T^ JTCC w
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Annex ffB

Sate

Froni,

To

hrs.

hrs.

TIME lERIOD

TYPE VEHICLES

1.

Honrlv Cheek

Promt

hrs

Tot

hrs

2«

Hourly Gheok

Prom:

hrs

1/4 Ton
to

1-^1/2 Ton

Tot

hrs

Hourly Check

Promt

hrs

Tot

hrs

4»

Hourly Check

Promt

hrs

To:

hrs

2 1/2 T.
4 Ton
to

10 Ton

Arty
Pieces

(75tnm &
ever)

Armored

Cars

Half-

Tracked

Vehicles

Tanks

and

S.P-'s

§-S 0 n E T



\ By - - '

"ct'^C-CiO 5! !r6 ̂<2'. Ci'c

<\Sf-

BugSy oarryiagg Paiidls
Baga, sand
BoatSf assaitlfe
BoatSf StOTB
Boata^ utiUtjjr
Bracket« Outbaard Uat&r 25-tcm
Cable, Stael J/i,"
Cable, «KeeX S/d**
Cable, Stoel 3/4°
Cable, 3A" X 1»0«
Can, S~gal» H/oU. 6 gaa nixed
Container, 5-gal. W/30,«X) gal of gasoline
Chain, hoist
Chain l/i."
Clai^DS, "C» la"
Clip, Cable 5/8" (l/A - 97)
CUp, Cable 3/4"
Beadioeaf w/aaoh€Bir cable & cable clip
Oeteotorst rJinc
Fraaost X Yi/hridJbB & gay rope
Escplesive
Idic^ Freservera w/2 cart*
iiSarkera« LoBdsoos
ISetoTy Outboard 22 H*?*
£aot«r» UiU»ard 50 H»?*
NozalOf Gaa
Oil* SAE 30
OU, 1120» Aviatioa
Paddlaay wood
Paddlcay steel
PioketSt steel
Plasy dasault beat
Piaa, Treadwagr
Palo I Raage
RopCf 3^2®
Rsife lA®
Rope 1®
Rope Teatf Shelter lialf
Reel» Cai^t Spoelal
Side Roils
Stakes^ kolifostf steel
Trailers, 2 l/^-tca, Utility, Pole Type I
TiJidOea 3/4"
Tiffltbles 3/fl"
Treaidwayp plysecd
Treadcc^ stlffCner
Trolleys
Trolley Cabled
9ire,«9 guage
?lreiich, CresooBt 8®
Clip, Cabl®, 7/S®

Water peixxts wore set up aad operated ia Hirocourt, Bovllle^ Cer"
beviller 8«w>lyiag all troops la their respoctl'BO vicinities* la addition

6 oa

30 ea

196 ea

97 ea

4 ea

2 ea

4,100 ft

4,500 ft

9,000 ft

U ea

8a gal
6,000

10 ea

900 ft

110 ea

36 ea

120 ea

32 ea

y? ea

32 oa

1,000 lbs

400 ea

300 ea

94 ea

96 ea

175 ea

2,000 gal
1,100 gal
1,244 ea

96 ea

6 ea

48 ea

48 ea'

U ea

1,200 ft

6,400 ft

2,400 ft

500 Sa

U ea

51 ea

100 AA
tm

12 ea

26 ea

6 ea

64 ea

51 ea

10 ea

20 ea

1 roll

26 ea

386 ea



^ ,y -ept:coc-io ai Xc Na;,:ra

1 Auf

a vatsr point waa sot up in tho grooads of the 21st General Hospital«
atveoenrt te water solely for h<Mqpital use wkldi iaoltiaed water
for toiXita« aodieal use^ eookliig^ waidilag aisA bathing* ihiring a oormi (7)
day period whoa ̂ Mratioa of the water pbiat ia the hospital gromids ooased
due to the flooding of the area an additional water point was set vp ia
Sliroemt to alleviate the ̂ lertage* A total of 1*502*^S^ gallens of water
was di^aaed for ̂ 68 month*

The following reports were submitted ty this Seotions

^^kly Import to GfA 7th Arsyp subnitted eaoh Sanday

Sbnthly fiSaterlal in Hands of Troops Report subadtted to ̂ e
General^ 7th ̂ rsy on the 1^^ Ootober 194iA«

I^AEER £RCIS;M

Capt*f C* £*9
Sii^ly Offioor*

/


