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Sicily
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9 July – 17 August 1943

Naples - Foggia
(Ground)

9 September 1943 – 21 January 1944

Anzio

22 January – 24 May 1944

Rome –Arno

22 January – 9 September 1944

Northern Apennines

10 September 1944 – 4 April 1945

Po Valley

6 April – 8 May 1945
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CAMPAIGN THUMBNAILS on following pages.

Sicily
9 July-17 August 1943
On the night of 9-10 July 1943, an Allied armada of 2,590 vessels launched one of the largest combined operations of
World War II� the invasion of Sicily. Over the next thirty-eight days, half a million Allied soldiers, sailors, and
airmen grappled with their German and Italian counterparts for control of this rocky outwork of Hitler's "Fortress
Europe." When the struggle was over, Sicily became the first piece of the Axis homeland to fall to Allied forces during
World War II. More important, it served as both a base for the invasion of Italy and as a training ground for many of
the officers and enlisted men who eleven months later landed on the beaches of Normandy.
For more, go to http://www.history.army.mil/brochures/72-16/72-16.htm

Naples-Foggia
9 September 1943-21 January 1944
The summer of 1943 found the Allies optimistic about ultimate victory. They had eliminated the Axis Powers in North
Africa, and their Sicilian campaign was going well. The Russians had blunted the German offensive, and the Allied
Combined Bomber Offensive, designed to weaken German industrial capacity, was gaining momentum. Although
German U-boats continued to operate in the Atlantic, they did so at increasing risk to themselves and with gradually
decreasing effectiveness. In the Pacific, the Japanese were on the defensive. Allied forces were advancing on New
Guinea and New Georgia, and the Japanese had withdrawn from the Aleutians. Only in the China-Burma-India theater
was the situation relatively stagnant. The approval by the American and British Combined Chiefs of Staff (CCS) on 26
July 1943 of an invasion of the Italian mainland signaled an Allied return to the European continent for the first time
since 1940.
For more, go to http://www.history.army.mil/brochures/naples/72-17.htm

Anzio
22 January-24 May 1944
During the early morning hours of 22 January 1944, troops of the Fifth Army swarmed ashore on a fifteen-mile stretch
of Italian beach near the prewar resort towns of Anzio and Nettuno. The landings were carried out so flawlessly and
German resistance was so light that British and American units gained their first day's objectives by noon, moving
three to four miles inland by nightfall. The ease of the landing and the swift advance were noted by one paratrooper of
the 504th Parachute Infantry Regiment, 82d Airborne Division, who recalled that D-day at Anzio was sunny and
warm, making it very hard to believe that a war was going on and that he was in the middle of it.
The location of the Allied landings, thirty miles south of Rome and fifty-five miles northwest of the main line of
resistance running from Minturno on the Tyrrhenian Sea to Ortona on the Adriatic, surprised local German
commanders, who had been assured by their superiors that an amphibious assault would not take place during January
or February. Thus when the landing occurred the Germans were unprepared to react offensively. Within a week,
however, as Allied troops consolidated their positions and prepared to break out of the beachhead, the Germans
gathered troops to eliminate what Adolf Hitler called the "Anzio abscess." The next four months would see some of
the most savage fighting of World War II.
For more, go to http://www.history.army.mil/brochures/anzio/72-19.htm

Rome-Arno
22 January-9 September 1944
Rome was quiet on the morning of 4 June 1944. Propaganda leaflets dropped during the early morning hours by order
of the commander of the Allied 15th Army Group, General Sir Harold R. L. G. Alexander, urged Romans "to stand
shoulder-to-shoulder to protect the city from destruction and to defeat our common enemies." Even though the
retreating Germans had declared Rome an open city, citizens were urged to do everything possible to protect public
services, transportation facilities, and communications. "Citizens of Rome," the leaflets declared, "this is not the time
for demonstrations. Obey these directions and go on with your regular work. Rome is yours! Your job is to save the
city, ours is to destroy the enemy."
Hours later the first Fifth Army units, elements of the U.S. 3d, 85th, and 88th Infantry Divisions and the 1st Special
Service Force, reached the outskirts of the city, encountering only scattered German resistance. The citizens of Rome
remained indoors as instructed, but on the following day, 5 June, throngs of ecstatic Italians spilled into the streets to
welcome the Americans as the main elements of the Fifth Army moved north through the city in pursuit of the Tenth
and Fourteenth Armies. The stay of Fifth Army combat units in the city was brief, however, and within days the battle
for Italy resumed to the north.
The liberation of Rome was the culmination of an offensive launched in late January 1944 that Allied leaders had
hoped would both result in the capture of the Axis capital by 1 February and complete the destruction of the German
forces in Italy. Instead, the Allies failed to break through the formidable enemy defenses until late May 1944. Even
with Rome in Allied hands, the Italian campaign would last another eleven months until final victory.
For more, go to http://www.history.army.mil/brochures/romar/72-20.htm

North Apennines
10 September 1944-4 April 1945
By the end of the first week of August 1944 members of the British Eighth Army stood on the Ponte Vecchio, bridging
the Arno River in recently liberated Florence, Italy. The Eighth Army had just completed a campaign, in conjunction
with the U.S. Fifth Army, that had kept Axis forces in Italy in full retreat, unable to halt the Allied drive north of Rome
that had begun with Operation DIADEM the previous May. For the first time since the Italian campaign had begun,
Allied leaders were optimistic that they were on the verge of pushing the Germans out of the northern Apennines and
sweeping through the Po Valley beyond. After that, many hoped for a rapid advance into the Alps, the Balkans, and
perhaps into Austria, before winter and the enemy could stem their advance.
For more, go to http://www.history.army.mil/brochures/nap/72-34.htm

Po Valley
5 April-8 May 1945
The Allies had begun their invasion of the Italian mainland in early September 1943 with the promise of a quick drive
north, up the "soft underbelly" of Europe and into the German heartland. Yet nineteen months later, after hard fighting
up the rugged mountainous spine of the narrow Italian peninsula, such goals still eluded the Anglo-American military
leaders of the Mediterranean Theater. To be sure, long before April 1945 Rome had fallen to Allied arms and fascist
Italy had been knocked almost completely out of the war. But in the interval France had also been liberated, and the
Soviet Union had reclaimed almost all of its territory previously conquered by the once invincible German war
machine.
Italy had in fact become a sideshow, a secondary theater, since the spring of 1944 when the western Allies had shifted
their military resources north to support the buildup and execution of Operation OVERLORD, the invasion of
Normandy. After that, there had been no turning back on the Anglo-American side, with its main effort directed east
through the northern European plains. Thus, by April Germany was besieged on three sides, although the Allied forces
in the south, those strung out along the northern Apennines overlooking the Po Valley, were now the farthest away
from the tottering Third Reich. British Prime Minister Winston Churchill continued to strongly support an advance
from northern Italy into the Balkans and southern Germany. However, the ability of the Italian-based Allied armies to
sustain such an effort with minimal support in men and materiel seemed problematic.
For more, go to http://www.history.army.mil/brochures/po/72-33.htm

