Col., Oardes:

INTERYIZS #ITY L ]ONEL GARDRS & IT. CILOFEL C reancl

4 WOV QWS AT TILCYEL SARDES! SUARY BT IN ACLIBCTON =

USIYG MAFS AMD PERS.VAL BOTES

It had gone into the lines of B Campany froa the 2nd
Battalion so that when the 2nd Battallon was gives the
zission of blocking the road intc the Beach-head from
At bl o
<dldewia they werse told to hold the high ground to the
east of the Calore River. To belp them out 1 attaci.ed

A Cozpany of the Ist Battalion to them. They #ryuaized

the ground that day acd held the pésition smstride the road
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¢o ‘ing into the beach-head from Aldevih as 1 recollect
for a matter of three daye during which as I meoollect
the. bad considerable coabat activity there and with-
stood severe tank attack., It was over em their left
flank that the Cersan drove down to the burnt brid;e
which was the closest runm that they came to s break
through iate the beach-head aresa. 1 think it was about
D plus 3 that the end run was made by the Rangers up to
besches a: ¥mori and A Company was pulled owt as a , D ,
beach party to go in with that landing and after D land-

ing and setting up of the beaches A Company went in ol th
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the Rangera and served with them both as 2o lasers and
infantyy during the seversl wesks they were [ighting in

that ares

Col. Shotwell: Whieh company did you say went in with the Rangeras?

Cel. Gardea:

H 2
4 Coa-any Capt. Hhﬂ-'f: there was also a company frem

the 540th went in up there and that operuted the Leaches,
you see A (Coxzpany sasisted in unloading the asssult as
soon as they unloaded and started the beaches went in
and opersted as cocbat Englneers and I think were com-
mitted us infantry very scon after the landing. That
left only C Compary with Re;isent Weadquartcrs and C
Cozpany was working cemtinucusly laying =ine fields
sutting wire out ia front of Lhe areas at night, in
ether words organising the groumd ia fromt of tha
defense bastion at night and just being used for 101
migosllansous Jobs like that durinmg the bsach-hsad
phase before we went back to Emgimeesring. After the
break out from Balorme or at the tise of the break
out as we were breaking out the Regiment reverted te
its duties as comdbat Engineers and we served with the

¥I Corps from then on till after Anjio. Most of our




Col. Chubbuek:

Col. Gardesan:

Col. Chubbuak:

Col. Shotwell:

Col. Qardes:

Most of cur operaticms were in suprort of the 3rd Diviaion
although we also supported the 34th Zivislon for period

at a ti s. The operaticns after the break out froz Salerne
wers up through the mountaias tnrough Locernc.

On the Burma trail, as you exll it, up through the acuntains
north of Salermc I think that is the place whars Colomsl
Thomas mentioned about getting a buneh of sules, donkeys

or mules, to make trapaportatioa over the tralls or was
that at insie

It was in Italy - The 3rd Division

T™he 3rd Jlvisicon used thea quite & bit == that waas Borth "{
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Salernc I think that was about Bacatro,

That was around mﬁrﬁﬂ‘i believe that was whers ‘hey
First startsd to use dm::!i;ﬂ

Wa'll talk about them latar.

e moved throuwh the sountains sorth of Salerno along
Bouts 83 to %hnll. That routs between Salermo and Avelllne
was extresely difficult in that the Cermans not coly blew
the bridges but la pleces blew the road off the side of
the mountalins that coupled with the [fact that we sad ne

Engineer supplies other than what we had with ug plus




what we could improvise led to many diffieult situatlions
whieh were further complicated as the ralns startsd and
a8 we wore in the mountains Lt wes seldoa that you sould
g*t your transporiation off the road, whem ysu got it o:f
the road you oad difficulty gettiog 1t on ezain, alftar we
reached ivelllpm the operatloms contlzusd nerth to
Benevento and we also perlormed Ecglneer work on the
socondary roai whieh went mcross the mountains to connect
with the maln runniag road tetween Besevento and Yadduioni
A8 you can see this is just & treil which winds back &
forth aad the road doubles back on {tself whieh interfered
with our using prime movers with trallers over the road as
the ocurves were %00 sharp for the turning angle of your
trailers.

Abeut October we were placed inm support of the
S4th Division im addition to performing Engineering work
en the main road punning between Benevento and Maddalomi
and the areas forward theresof and about that time we
participated im our first river erossing which wus just

north of the town of Ajnumgliata as you ean ses that wus
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Just a wiie place i3 ‘he road wish o few houses. That's
where wv learzt that you cac't Luild a rubber bridge until
you take cbarrved artillery fire off of the bridge sitse,
there sccording to the plan of the cperation observed fire
was supposed to be taken off of the site Ly the attask by
8 o'cloek in the morning and A Company was ordered to ge
in and bulld & bridge by § or §:30. Ic order to get a
bridge site they had toc coms across about Balf a mile of
cpen road to get to Annumsiata then maks & turs and ge
over a bhalf mile of open fleld = a 1ittle o @ track trail
to get rrom town to river: ed,e. Unfortunately tue Ger-
mans hado't lwarned that they ware sup osed to be out of
the area -y eight or nlne and they had seve- sl wself pro-
pelled - .at started shotting at the boys as they started
caalog out of the woods to come #p the town with the
result, as I reccllect, that we had three tr.cks knocked
out befsre we got i{ric the town and tien had several more
knceked out before they got downm to the walers edge. The
clpul;r got down and put thelir upstrsaa cable in, we were

rather afraid of that cros:ilng se the ecmpany had been
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pulled out and put Into tral=inmg for sbout s week 30
that they would be letter perlect or spend aszly the
alnisnus time st the slte not ouly tret but we had the
rubber toats already infleted and loajed on trucks so
that all we Rad to do wus get tnem ts the water's ed e
acd then trron thea ioto tha satar in order tec get the
bridge up that =zuch sore julckly. Hosever the bridge
was gottlap shot oot alzost me ra;ldly as the floats were
getticg loto the water. ®e went dowz to the bridge slte
with about 100 spures as I recslleot of rubzer poctons
Yheu I saw that we didn't have snough to cozplete a
Sridge even if the Sermans did stop shotiing I pulled
the Tompany out and T had te fall back to cover tecauss
they wers suffering rather severe casualties during the
shellinz. It wes fmpossible te =move {n the area for the
rost of the dsy because as a aatier of fact the Cersan
self propells were . ~trollipg that site all day long.
aad any movsoent otlled for fire lxisdimtely. That might

A Co=pany pullsd out what squipment they had and they




drew some pore {rom the divialon Engloears of the
3l1th Division and put & bridgs acroas at a site a few
miles up atroam where there wis no obarrved artillery
fire. They put it scross hers at ths toen of Squille,
a8 I recollect. The maln difffeculty there was your

i"'.:;:..mm road shieh was over the open ground of the
open flelds ss down at Aunnzenatts, while it doesn't
show, you had a tra:] that came right to the watsrs’
edpe and you oould have tled into this road oo the
othar side.

After that - that was the flrat crosslsg of the
Tnll:uz. - wa worked along the road from Calmzso Nerth or
was it west, Jie, eest - we wont near @life - Umatro.
That'a an old timer, walled town, we moved north slocng
ths road through Blvigane to DUragoni them we again
crossed the Toltumo. Ino that distance betweson Calassoe
and our second ercssin- of the Tn]t_:: ther+s was & whole
sories of blows where the Cermans had just dumped the
bridges, xll the bridges im that area were stome bridges

aod they would not ozly blow the bridges but blow the
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abutments sc we had a review of bridge jobs to do.

e hai no bridglng materisl so it was siaply » care of
getilng your e<ts in btulldosizg down o aa %o get a

road over the blow., There was anothsr interssting theory,
the road in that s-ction is along the side of a hill and
through the center of there little towns which ara wery
eld and in many of them there ia no bypass just this ons
read golng through the middle of the town and thers ia at
least one town, It seems to 3¢ thers were two of thea, wherse
the Gersans blew the houses down om sach side of the road
80 a3 to oreate a road block and there ils one In particular
whers Capt. Niehols of C Compamy, I theught pulled a rather
smart stunt im that be put his bulldosers en top of the
rubble with the rssult that your road came . . . umtil
you eams ints the town then for a distance of several
blocks you wemt up ca & plle of rubble maybe 3/4 stery
high and when you got beyond whers the houses had been
blown in you came down to the grads againm so that he could

move h'a traffie back and forth while he eleansd o by-pass




then wher he got his by-pass golng he cleaned the road cut
and got it baek to grade or cleaced the housss out. That
was typloal of the type of problex that we ware running
inte when you have only one strest golng through a town and
there is no way of _etting around s town, the town bLeing
built zn the side of & mountais. ¥Well we had cur second
erossing at Dragoni that wes diffieult primarily because
of the problem of keeping tha bridge in the Cerzans had
blown tie zasoary bridje, me maintained the arwored orid e
there for a shile although Cozpany B of the 16th Engiaesre,
as I reccllact, put it in. But we had the job of maintensnce
as well as the job of building the approsches whieh were
about 50% of your bridging job =any times your approaches
were sore diffiocult than the bridge (tself. We than
proceded north till we camxe to(shat is this road Jim?

HBere goling through lli.l'El] It*s the road through Alifi to
Pratella, Prgta sad down to Capriati. AlIf1 1s gquite
interesting in that 1t 1s a very old town with a wall
around it and I romember getiing ia there quite early

while the infentry were fighting around it and thinking -
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what & Cod awful job it would be clesolag the town out
because of the pnarrow strests mnd because so many of the
houses had teen blewn dowc iots the streets whem I ot
the bri bt 1dea that T potliced a road that Tollows the
wall and Tommy Parrsll had A Coapany aleng about that
time 50 he made a reconnalsance with his company and
came up mith the {nforzaticon that the road around the
walls, arc.nd the outalde of the walls was im perfect
ptape aside from a few minss and they had blown a few
trees mcross the road but it teok ezly a few hours to
elean up and #s far as | know co Engizeers ever went
into to the towm to elean up we just ocsed the road
around ths wall,

Lol —Shudbbucky—Fhé—Toxn-sasnlt baat 3% Throamh (t.

Col. Gardes: 1 didn't fet back in after that. Well, we con*'nued the
Enginesr mission unsti] we cams to Capriati whieh s right
scToss rrﬂwrauu we had our third ercssing of the
hlt::. There we, rery aslrtainins two bridges and this
was in Kovesmbar when we were kitting the height of the

rainy seascn and we had one God awful time because the




Cel, Chubbuek:

Col. Oardes:

approaches te therw bridyes were under sbaervation of

the Oermuns, they were under alsost continous, Dot heavy
fire, but this harasslng rire whieh ot toth in day time
and night, and at night sod inlas bridge te the north of
Capriatl, remezber we dronped o7f the alde of o hill thers
into a flat wnieh waa flood lamd and the task that we had
of keeping that road shich wap built asercas t-is fleld of
black msuck, just keepiny the approaches open so that you
sould move traffic asross thers was terrifie. That

weaa't seds any lightar by the fact that the Gerzias Sad
sbssrvation on 1%, that they wers shelling it interuzittemtly.
Thay alse managed to get 4 bomber im omce a day or sc, We
lest trasaportatioa, as I remsember wo lost & erace a bull-
doser, we lost 4 er § tanks, it was alse s masty job be-
cause we ware loslng mex right alomg. The losses alght
2ot bave beom heary but we were loslng them day after day-
-J‘bom—.nhtq-uhod;-h-ﬂrnﬁ thes two eor tarse
the mext day, I% was eoe of those nastyy

The maln desages to our bridges though wes done by the
high water.

Tes. The arncred foroe bridge just didan't wtamd up in




swift waters.
Col. Shotwells You were closing your bridges witn the treadways.

Cok. Gardes &
Col. Chubbuck: TYes, the [leating trradways.

Col. Gardes: [ think we lost that upper bridge three different tizes.
Tou ase ycu're up io a mountain countiry ‘here that there
is a very little cover co a mountalnside and im care of
rain (and it had been ralnicg severel weeks at that time)
your ground {8 saturatsd and your rum off ia about ailpety-
FPive percezt of the ralnfuil. Well the water would just
come duwn the oanyocs with a roar aod the wator sould come
up two cor throe feet in no time. One time it went put,
I was down t-ere, Joce Losburd was salstaiziog ooe of the
bridges and there was a big tree trunk came sailing dowm
strean. He had ] think s one inch wire oabls upstraans ef
it as enchor eable, in sdditiom to the kedge anchors.
When the dazn tree truok hit the wire cable it just scapped.
The tree trunk hit the bridge it had just slowed up u bit
but that was enough for it %o plew into the bridge and that

y

was another bridge we lost. 6o then it m Just a fight

all ths time to maintaln the approaches and keep your bridges




Col. Chubbuek:

Col. Shotwell:

Cel. Chubbuek.

Col« Gapdas

Col. Bhotwell:

{n well from there we vsontisnusd 1o sup ort of the 34th
Uivision swung ncrth eest froam 'unl_tru ulong 85 /Maute/
for a cile or so and thea north again on this secondary
road past onte Iile or Cole, and it was at that joiat
that we gave saze supsort to the airborne., Remecber tha
day that lirburn; outfit up there?

This 15 an igteresting polnt while we are in this area.
Do you see this read *n.lﬂun up bhere at hu:r- sse the
practically right gngle tura h.iﬂ;::- this road up here
at Cassino there 1s & stream running through here (Caszsime)
Teo?

Tes iy,

This appareatly looks enow b froa the alr like Caassine
80 that coe flight of laeriean boabers flylog im from
North Africa dropped their load right om this highway
one day, you could see the bomb bay doors open and thay
get & lot of Americaans them too.

As |1 remember Jim - Jou, (Jim Chubbuck) and Walk were
Juat around the cormer here shec that happened.

A youngy Buartersastar officer who 1 am very friendly with

he was our Ex up im Sew Tork was right there in the middle




of that road when that thing happansd. fHe tried to

hide under the roots of a tree. Hes said the caly part
be could get io wes his bead. (He fs a 1lttle blt larger
than you Jim).

Col. Chubbuck: It is interesting to sse from the alr how thias does loeck
like Cassinpo.

Cole Gardes: Fhile there wasn't a great deal Cerman Alr there =aa
sncugh to be very annoylng they were ocut every day some-
where aleng th roed shoctiog scaebody up, they were in
and out agaln. .

Col. Gardes: After we reached Ll_.'i:tf on the Voltumo which is right here.

. The 54th Division was drawn back and it was replaced by the Ind

Morooean Division and we resaimed in support of the Zad
Moroeean Division which was given the misslon of attacking
sast alomy ths road rrnlb;ﬁ to Atina a road whieh rums

Fowth of Cassime through the mountairs. We reszained ia
support of the Frensh for several weeks when pulled back

to Naples preparatory for insie. Soms of our toughest
engineering problezs were sucountered along this sectionm

of the road froa hn“:rn to féﬁfl in that we ware working

iz the mountainous eountry ard at Limes were working

sevars]l miles ahead of the infantry outpost lines when




wo put in tha so cailed "rugsed trid;e” wilch wsa gulte

m bridge over a gorge south of Lol in order to cet our
bridging material we put a Balley bridge ln there but
there was s bend in the road so we couldn't launch it from
our side #o we had te bring it scross the Voltumo and
beyond 'G;l'f. which mas ocur adviccs point, for a matter

of a mile or more. 3ee the Town of Coll 1a bere, what w
was across the Voltumo river dowm herw, bullt a road te
this road comlng in from Isernia then had to pull s by-pass
arcund two bridges ian order to get our trucks into the
town of cuﬂl. Well l:ui} was our outpost line so we had
to walt unt!] sight then run our trucks down hare whieh

is half a =ile beyond the town out in the mo man's land
then bring thes back along this road sc that we could

got our bridglog materianl om the eneay's side of the
gorge and launch the Balley bridge from thers. However
befors we oo .ld do that we had still a third brid. e t»
put in. There 1s a 1it'le prp\th- town of cal} sets

en the side of & -uL}nl this lower road ls dowm

on the river level and there wasz a small bridge a three




Col. Chubbuck:

Col. Gardes:

span bridge about twenty-Clve lest loag they ealled that
the"Hot Spot Eridge® because !t had eight direct bite on
it shile thay were puttin, 1t up. You see this wsa right
ca the outpost line th2 Jerzans had observetions on the
bridie

Towards ‘he Esiley.

No that wus a tlsier bridge that we had to put so Lhat

at clght could go over that road to bring our Balley in.
Snos we got past that we could get down into the draw where
we hed coae shelter which ia on the site where we put the
Bailey up. Then we launched The Bailey from the ensuy's
slde bagk tc our own. What we did when we were going sut
into no can's land 1ike that was o et the ssslstance of
the infantry in that partioular case we were working with
the 34th Divislon which wars just about ms fine an cutfig
co-oparativrely as we ever ran lnto and they sads avallabdle
to us their recomnalssance company. So they moved .Dalr
reconoalisancs oars cut the night before we mede this rum

out beyond the town to the fork of the road and then bask
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agiln down the lower road to get cur materials i{n and
they had some arzcred cars cut in no man's land outposting
us for that little meneuver, Fevertheles: (%t was still

ad

=5 A
quite an syrde . air. Shall I say? As you are driving

i

& 24 toa 6 X & out beyond your outpost line to a rosd
junetion and them coming back agaln. But the thing wags
run of{ suoccesafully., It was quite a difficult job %o
say the lesst.

That was az ezxaaple of a lot of the problexs se LHad.
1 think your problems ought tc be summed up or high lirhted
by a study that Bill Eybakk made when we wers up around
Coli. It was~'t exactly a study what he d4id was Lo go
over his records. Ue had repaired or bullt scae 358 bridges
or aulverts, makin: repalirs whers the Germana had tlown out
structures. Of those I think two of them wers floating
bridges, three of thom wore Bailey bridges, there was that
Rugged Bridje, there was one jJust out, just after the
breakout [rom Salerno and thers was one other, thata about
flve maybe one or two others. But [ think that there were
about eighty structures that we bullt or repalrsd with fust
wvhat we could scrounge off the country side. There was ne

Balley bridging available other pecple bad prierity for




Col, Chubbuaka

what little you had in Ttaly. Thers i3 2o standing tizber
in that country to speak of. TYou had your tnginesrs goling
into the doughboys om reconnalssance looking for something
they could use for bridging materials and cn several
occasions l1ike one bridge west of Scupoli some poor Italims
made the teactical errer of building his house toe near
tne blow so that when we had to get materials for a quiek
repair I'm afraid that the bulldoxers just pushed hias
bhouse down into the gorge or into the gully, as part of
the rfill. All we could do was zake a oculvert the culvert
was never adeguats, it was never blg enough to carry the
run-off in the heary rains but Bod when you don't have
material you just made a msall culvert whieh would carry
off part of the water, If you loat the by-pass you just
put in another one ln.

That about covers it becauss about Lhe firat of the
year we wers relieved from the supjort of the Zmd Norocean
Division and moved back te Naples.

A side 11:ht en the things you had to do im Combat Enginesrs

Causafie - wmrfa

Just outside Scapell we had to rum owur
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#;ﬂ:i@y a:risi:trstl;h{.r gat as prasident of a eo=cial
oourt one day tryl-g soma of the minor casss, some cases
of &bseoce without leave and we ran through cases in
about thirtsem minutss each. ¥ot that we were slightins
anything but the Gerzans wers shellin- a French battery
Just a couple of hundred yurds beyond us and the shella wers
Just golnog over the little building in which we were hold-
ing ocur court.

Col. Gardes: I thiok you eam appreciats this. Our bivouss wres at
the tize was right im the midst of ths divisien artillery
of the French Diridlea and when they got counter-battery
we of courss shared im 1t. BHosever, ours was the safest
apot we could flnd because we wore dewn in & drew Lhere and
we did have some defiladle to protect us.

Or other thiug the entire trail from Salernmo up to Coll waa

made sxtrezely diffloult ty ‘he large musber of zines. The
Gerzanas not only Slew the brid;es but they would put teller
mines in the debri. if ycu went Jt with a cat you were
liable to lose the cat. They nznn mined the shoulders

of the road. They mined the flelds. Everything wes mined.
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Col. Chubbualk:

Gﬂll Gl-l'dll ]

They had had adequate tLims to prepare ithere diflerent
lines of deferse so that we lived contllnoually ln an area
of al-es, There was coe other t=l ¢ o alddition to aines,
Jiz. There were zines and %ai-¢ in a acuntalin country
and {n th. raioy souson you couldn't get off the road and
when you did the road at the boat wus what you =might ecall
[ 1} lans road whieh wus adejuats in the day tiaze Lyl =e
were operating in the forward areas where there wsg alenys
at least a part of the regiment working in an area that
you couldn't get inte in day time. TYou just had to do
your work at night and mocst ef the movement over those
roads was at night and wes black-out you didn't have te
urgs psople to blask out they blacked out of their omm

Aot

Sieily is particularly acibeside for black out. Foem

volitiom.

dulcws were hauling & comaiderable distance inland it

wag guarantesd to trke five jear off your 1life to . «
F/_[ e - - o p— _‘; -
¢~ on & oarrow road ln a black out at night L

P
-meet ona of those dylyis
Well here you had narrow roads and deep ditches the rouds
wore made for carts and light wehleular traffie like that

whersas we were moving ¥-4 tanks, heavy trucks, and prizse




Col. Shotwslls

movers which were beatior them u: “he venlcles soming

in out of the flelds and “he drews where thay wers
dispersesd in the daytis=e were hauling nll the burden of
mud; with them so that the roads were covered with mud

at all times. It just mads the emgineering task extremely
diffioult plus the fact that you hed mines everywhers.

Ok tbe other thing T was tainging of was the izprovemsat
of the Geraan combat enginee-s. Im Sieily all they would
do would be to blow the acrowm out of a bridge leaving
perfectly good abutzents to work with by the time se got
up to Italy they not only blew the span, they also bles
the abutasents and then left a few mines in what was lelt
of the abutments. And it cecwrred to me mamy times and
it must have ocecurred to the other men that the Cerman
Gémolition men wust have bad Bailey bridge eards in thelr
pockets bacause it seemed that the blow would always take
the next longer W agth of Bailey bridge whem we co.ld pet
Balley bridge. Thay were constantly dolng & bang up jeb
of blowing.

By the way did you get moch, 4id you uwse much of that
bridging stuff that was found ereund Battipagliar
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Cel.

Col.

Coal.

Col.
Ceal.
Cal.

:.1]

Gardeam:

Thotwell:

Gardes

Shotwells
Gardes)
Shotwsll

Gardeas:

Fo we didaft get any of that.
Thers were about 30,000 tons of Roth Wagoner brideing
found at Battipaglia.
¥o wi moved through Battipaglis in guite & hurry because
that was right after the bresk out and the Gemand for
Bngineers forward szcesded the number of people we had
se it was a questien of gettin; our pecpls forward as
quiekly a3 possible. There worez't bridge timberas there,
I heard some kicd of rumor of hidinog there.
Tt was stes] bridging
Ch it was steel bridging

Wl 2 erans
Tha lighkt steel Yessa.no Lype.
What we had done was when we were back im 3isert! had been
to draw some bridge timbers, heavy timiers. Ju faet we had
started that back im Nerccco. Each ticme we had uwsed timber
You sea the regissnt was squiped with trailers thes aad
sach time se stopped and needed ts use timber we would use
it of f thoss trallers then ths first place we get te whare
we could replase 1% we would replase it with material. In

Ttaly it was what we could ssrounge off the ground because

the corps and arny dugpe never gave us & hand. Whem we




came back from Sieily to Blierte, 1t se-ms to me, that

»e were able to stock up agein sod those bridge tisbars

we had were really a .odsend bacsuse they wers worth thnelr
weight in gold. I was talking to Col. Coffee the other
day, Col, Jim Coffee who waas in command 4f the 109th

the division Engioeers [lor the 34th Dividion. It worked
quite closely with us during this period when we were

golng up from Salerce and he is now just down the hall
from me in the Pentagon and 1 ran lutc him on Friday

and we were chatting sbout this ares and he sald tha:

one thing he moticed about the regiments were thoss timbers
we wore oarrying areund on owr trallers and that after that
the 10F acuired trailers and when they could beg, borrow,
or steal anything that looked like it might be uselul Far
bridging they built up thelfr bridge traln that wuy.




