A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE
36TH ENGINEER
COMBAT REGIMENT WWII

The 36th Engineer Regiment was organized at Plattsburg Barracks in 1941. It was
originally planned to be a part of the Engineer Amphibian Command centered on Fort
Edwards Mass. However the US Navy got a little petulent and insisted that they should
be in charge of assault landings on foreign shores and they won out. However the
Seahorse representing their origin stuck and was soon determined to be very appropriate.

Actually just the 1st and 3rd Battalions were at Plattsburg and the 2nd was already in
England and after the Navy won the right to control the landings they spent some time
teaching sailors how to run landing boats. The Regiment went to Fort Bragg for
manoeuvers and in October 1942 was assigned the mission of landing with the 3rd
Infantry Division The landing was not actually in Casablanca but Port Lyauty nearby.
Aside from a few skirmishes with the French all went very easily. Meanwhile the 2nd
Battalion had sailed from England and landed in Algiers with an English task force and it
too went smoothly.

General Patton had taken control of the forces in Africa and there was little left to do as
the Germans pulled back to Sicily. The 36th spent most of the time training, training,
training. There were Assault Bridging Schools, Mine and Demolition Schools, and most
of the Junior Officers, including me went to British Commando School. We were training
for the landing in Sicily again with the 3rd Infantry Division and it was a very big landing
with the British on the right supposedly having the job of getting to Messina while
Patton’s 5th Army was supposed to be on a flank guard to the left. Patton fooled them
and raced to Messina before the Brits got there but it was a terrific fight in which we
shared very little because shortly after the landing the 36th Engrs were ordered back to
Tunis to train for another landing,

The landing in Salemo was almost a disaster. We landed with the 36th Infantry Division,
their first combat and they did not do very well. We landed as an Infantry Regiment and
went immediately into the front lines on the Sele River. We were fighting the Hermann
Goering Panzer Division and they were tough. Our H Company was detached to fight
with the Rangers at a smaller landing north of the regular beachhead to cut the road from
Rome and they later received the Presidential Unit Citation for this scrap. The Regiment,
meanwhile knocked off a couple of German tanks and they had one battalion cut off for
a day but fought off the Germans and in about two weeks the Germans retreated and we
headed north.

We worked hard as Combat Engineers through mountain passes and over swollen rivers
When we reached Naples the 3rd Battalion was assigned to clear the mines from the port
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