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HEADQUARTERS
343rd ENGINEERS (GS)
AP0 758, U.S. Army
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l“‘rhmﬁ mxvmsm’ MESSAGE iy

‘Mree years ago today thia xeg1ment was activeted at Camn Claibdorne,
Louisiana. Most of you had never worn the uniform of the United States Army
before you were assigned to this cormand during the weekg that fcllowed activat-
jon. How you responded to intensive training at Camp Claiborne and Fort Dix and
later in the Chiltern Hills of England is s matter of record of which I have
always bYeen justly nroud. iost of us made many friends in the British Isles
and the guality and method of our work and our bearing as soldiers were an exem-
vlary verformance for the oncoming millions of our comrades in arms to live up
to. Our landing in North Africa among the very first of the task forces to
strike the Axis in the Mediterranean Theater won the first campaign star for
the regiment, Our record in and around Oren and later across a thousand miles
of Horth Africa has been officially recoznized in many commendations Irom the
highest headquarters in the theater.

On the strength of our past record we were selected +t0 help General .
Patton and the Seventh Army to conquer the Island of Sicily. Our important
part in that conquest i8 a matter of record set down in commendations from both
the British and American comnands. &notner Camnaign star was addea to our flag.
3 Landlng-gt Salerno in September- 1943 we found oureelves a vart of a fight—
1ng Fifth Army which had recently made headllnes all around the world with its
4nitial assault on the continent of Burope. ~he Italisn campalgns were of a
type to constantly demand day after day the very best soldiering and engineering
that was in each one of us. It was a fall and winter of bad weather, bad roads,
and e stubborn enemy. Spring found us carefully preparing to drive the German
out of his fortifications along the Cassino front. The successges of the Fifth

Army in which we played an important rg¢ll has been recorded in commendations

from General Clark and our avard of the army plaque fer meritorious service
during the month of May 1944, the month in which the German lines south of Rome
were finally broken, are all now g part of history. The pursuit of the enemy
north of Rome was unbelievably fast and the performance of the engineers was
once more outstanding. Two more campaign stars were added %o our flag.

Again on the strength of the record of our superior performances we were
chogsen to land on D-day with the Seventh Army in southern Framee. I had never
expected to seec a need for us to duplicate our record in Itsly for speed of
construction. ~ However the souffiern France campaign demanded that we surpass
even that performance. Over hundreds of miles we ovcned highway and railroad
lines in unbelievable time. -General Patch in a commendation called specific

~attention to the important roll we pleyed in enabling the Seventh Army to make

its phenomenal advance to thce German border. Ve added another star to.our_flag,

the southern France campaign. ;
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&bt A aurvey af om' mgres.ﬁa up the Ehaz;f- Valley ‘fma'd,a s rea,l{ze hhat aa;ch
.mbve we ha.d. made from. g ?i'borne to the Moselle River had demanded mere ‘and
 more from' each one of ﬁﬁa Our tasks. Became harder as the war vrogresscd. 350:
far we had met each d.eman& We Bnchmtrred end the Germans vere stiiieon tnei?
; ifent. 4;119 Femaining nqweq: Was nade evident’ during . the winter of 1944 = 191%5
2, Whion Mo were orlled upon fo o:a,ic‘k}:;r construct a defengs line in the Saverne . Ve b
"""I;f!.a,ih @h’is, we folt %rta,imy‘pe his last offensive effort and so it furned out e
ke Y @rmgn had gesn bin Briven out of his Bietfriod defonses, across the © ° o
er,.w and 9:‘1 “to the E}lbe River,. the last netural 1ine of defepse beéfore . 7 I - }

: “Gei'pn chmpaign Ye gbiTl freeh ¥n our minds. Benersl 1 ]
= lgPénc&l haw “gmiled ﬂL; i—} t Lo 10ges ackoss ths Bns Ma fitting clinmax to a 1ong v
. +d3ne bf gans#ruértion pr?égects you have ;.sc b:iillm?.uly, goqipleted" i AT e e -
/T, :..'_'%. : 3 s z LF ! .J R e _-,,,:_: 2:. ‘ ’._- 4
,.% i ,,It .ﬂ my earﬁam’ hope the-t our, most difficult days are ’Behind us as i,

Wi d Geﬁeral J?a.tcia‘ Thes in&icated.. ‘Some of us have been home during the past year .
., hand have Toturineds ' I an sure that ‘each one of these fortunate men will toll: ;
;srou that he fwag, 'i‘oud ‘to have, been - a member of this regiment, » which has beem+¢ 4
! ,wid.el*y pu‘bliﬂ:wed for 1t8 individual and collective accamnlishmen‘cs in NME— i

" papérs a.ll over the Hmitea Sta‘bea. it T s e e ) o P ptr et

. = " As ea.cn nf ycm 1n the y*es: to t:ome or at a. 1ater date 1égr as* da your AP g E
0.D,%g and put on your eivilian clothes 1 ~sini~.erely ‘hope- you will nyc lay aside T
. your proven ability to become. and ;'emain the rest of your lives the " wery, best T8 &
ey }Qiti%na of the United States as you have been heér: very' best goldierg. You - ;S
“Bave witnesscd duriné; the past three yeans the svidence of & lack of vigilance ., "~ =
'ﬁi;?*tr‘qe part of free men 1o guard. their libcrties which had been their Badd won "L mg phi
FoHgritaze: “Hhe Bight of wholesile nedtruc'tio;g ‘and suffcring Hes been before youf s SRS
« constantly. Let your own experiences serve to keep you constantly slert to any i
future encroachment on your rights and. privileges as free men.. : i
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With-Quz Boys|

In Service™

A press report passed by & field:
press Censor of the sixth army
group in France and received here
yesterday states that Sgt. Herbett
H. Barth of Coos Bay Is with a
unit that has been directly respon=
sible for utilizing a huge German
railroad gun as an emergency
bridge over a demolished bridge, "
with the result that trains carry-|
ing thousands of tons of supplies
and ammunition have been able
to pass across the bridge. Sgt.
Barth’s unit is Co. F, 343rd engi-
neer regiment, v

“When we first surveyed the
damaged bridge we saw it was a
job that normally would take
three weeks,” explained Capt.
Thomas P. Griffith of Silver
Springs, Md., the company com-
mander. “The long, multiple stone
bridge stood 75 feet above the wa-
ter. Two arches had been knocked
out by the Germans. We didn't
have sufficient supplies on hand. .
Luckily we located the gun car=i
riage and converted it into al
bridge structure. The job took but
four and a half days.”
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é:oos BAY 'I‘I'ME':SL,'COOSBAY AND NORTH BEND, OREC
iSeven Coos Bay Men in Ranks
Of Crack Regiment of Engineers

SIXTH ARMY GROUP, France, & -
“The bridge builders of the 343rd Egr [ hsinara B. Dunbar of Fort Worth,
| gineer Regiment, with seven’ Co00S | pex, regimental commander.

Bay men in their ranks, have opened | Construction men of the 343rd,
 approximately 600 rhiles of supply | ghe oldest engineer unit in combat
lines from the Riviera to the Rhine. | gyerseas are versatile. They rebuild
' The Coos Bay men are PG pharpors, repair roads, clear out §
Charles L. Hendricks, Pfc. Duneal | pjown-up tnnnels and operate rock
. La Chapege. Pic. ;Russell 8 guarries. They removed 10,000 mines
"Schuliz, Sgt. Herbert [H, Barth, PC. | porth of the Garigliano river, said
| Joseph M. Kyle, Pvs.[Donald L. Ad- | to be the_ largest concentration of
~ams and Pfc. Loyd §. Heath. *  |mines encountered during the Ital-
;*-R,aiima,ds Opened m! iy jan campaign. ) LR

Tackling the German’s best jobs| Veterans of 32 months loverseas’
in demolition, these combat engi- | service, these men wear seven cam-
neers have constructed 26 highWay | pajen stars. Thy landed in England
/and 23 railroad briflges—all large:| in July, 19442, operated in Oranand
_semi-permanent structures—streteh- | punisia, North Africa, and won |
4ng from the southern FranhcCe|many citations for combat work in
3 Pgé:hhead to ;,the German bQ}:dBI‘. Sicily and Italy. 3

[tiey ‘opened railroads from Mar-} - S e,

gﬂes fo Lyon 10 days ahead of | NO FUEL SHORTAGE THER

&:hedule and won a _commendaticn BASIN, Wyo. — (UR — Sien]
fom Lt. Gen. Alexander M. Pateh. | jignts in Basin burned brightly for
Beventh army commander, who said | 30 days after the brown-out edicT?
‘this “life-line” enabled his army to |was given. The town received the,}
push on despite a threatened sup- exemption because ‘it manufactuy ’
y ly shortage. ) ~ |its own electricity by genera]"

% “My men have a ‘pride in their | griven by motors using natural’
.ii??k and their reg'm:lent.,” said Col. for fuel. %
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PLATOON GUMBAHDER wwwivns snwsxe® 2nd Lt Kenneth H. Kiyhew

PLATOON 5GT. ;[mwﬁwmww 8/Sgt. Willle T. Mogan

242) Toolroem Keepet, /5

“tope, Leo L.

|5ﬁms) Chauf four

Pfc Bauman,

48% Sousd

(653 Upit Poreman, Sgt.
Barin, Herbert H.

{ChY) Sub-unit Fore, Gpl
desidrsan, Aurel (1)

{035) Carp. Bridge, T/9
Hogan, Betil W.

(050) Carp. Gen.
Pyt Kilby, Janes A.

{OSU) ﬂll’p. ﬂm’
Jureving, John (MI)

(33%) Juckhammer Oper,
funn, Apthur W, Pvt.

(1i21) Mech. Gen.
Ffe Teto, Frank (WMI)

(171) Quarryman
Pvi bivens, Jemes F,

(189) “igger Gen.
Pvt sicard, Salvatore (MI)

(027) Demolitionman
Fvt Gisngroeso, Jouspeph (MMI)

(201) Sheet Metal itkr, T/5
koors, kgAY Louis (MEI)

(100) Ironworker
Pyt Gubrielscn, 31&. H.

Robert L.

k]

2ne Squss

{651) Unit Poyreman, Sgt.
darrigon, Robert L.

(059) Bub-unit Fore,Cpl
Barnes, ichard L.

{035} Ceip. Bridge
P:B Iibby, isrecy de

(050) Carp. Gen. T/5
Fadnour, salter (8(I)

(050) Carn, dm.
Pfe¢ Bebout, Hurold G.

{33%) Jackhamuer Oper,
Fvt Lawscn, Wilile (86I)

(121) Wech, Gen,
Pvt Frank, Richard He

(171) uarryman

)
57(521) Basie

Buoncpane, Anthony T., Pvt

L (345) Chauffeur
Pfc Dominguez, Arturc a.

3rd Squad

(651) Undit Foreman, sgt.
¥illing, Roberi Z.

(059) Sub-urdt Fore, Opl
Niesse, Honry 5.

(035) Carp. Ericge
Pyt Hojnaski, Heary J.

(050) Caxp. Gon. 7/5
G1118att, Harold L.

(050} Carp. Can. 1/5
Schwaginger, ¥illara .

(339) Jack araer Oper.
Pvt Tucker, Allred (NiI)

(121) Mech,
Pfe Schuls,

Gen,
John !.

(171) Guarpman

Fio ¥atuszesski, Wiadyslaw

(189) Rizzer Gen,
Pvt Minnick, John K.

(027) Demolitiorman
Prt Buench, Jossph .

Pvi Hash, Richsid A.
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Pyt Dempscy, Preston L.

(189) Rigger Gen.
Pyt Reed, Carl H.

{027) Demolitionman
Pfc Sachantacher, Carl (MMI)

(199 ) RoBa Soce hand
Frezier, Thomus H,.

(6572) Blantw =ian an
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