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Want Any Bridges Built?

By Sgt. VIG_DALLAIRE
. Staft Writer

WITH . THE 7TH ARMY, Sept.
%6.—When an army moves along.as
tast as the 7th Army has through
eastern France, a lot of the long-
range blueprints of war must -be
dumped into the wastebasket. The

science of logistics gives way t0|pe

‘the gentle art of making the most’
of what's on “hand. S

Probably  no other putfit in Lt.
Gen. Alexander Patch’s fastfmov-
ing Army knows this -so well
as the regimen{ of engineers which
was charged wiih replacing the-
blown railread bridges from "Aix-
_en-Provence. t6< Lyon, six . big
spans on -the .nmiain. route, from
. et of Marseilles to the front.

e iiel St for completing -the:
job was-Sept. 25. Materials were
" t0 arrive on. a prefixed “schedule.
Everyone from she regimental
“mander on.-dewn figured it would
be a routine job. Of course, they'd

have to:. werk around the clock,

but ‘what of itf The materials or-
dered on the basis of recon photos
would pour.in- as they ‘needed

them. : » B :
But the lightning sweep of the
7th Army through the: green hills
and - valleys of France: jumbled -all
. the careful calculations, First
“thing everyone. knéw, -the' front
was -hundreds “of -miles from the
port of entry and the need for the
railroad was greater than ever.
These engineers had to work aided
only by a top priority on moving

be found. <
On Sept. 20, five days ahead of
the Sept. 25
. the job done.. The.men had worked
24 hours a day building the spans
and  scouring the countryside for
steel and timber.- . )

“ The three largest bridges 'were

at Avignon, Livron and Valerice.
The Avignon job meant replacing
. five bays, each 75 feet in length,
but -the Ist Battdlion under. Lt
Col. Thomas E. Holt, Cincinnati
did the job in ‘record time. Maj.

‘Harold V. Mosby, Columbus, Ohig,
~and his 2nd Battalion. replaced a1
300-foot bridge at Livron, a G-
_above , Valence _-#nd-

foot - .span

coIn- Cpan e
ld | # Between bridge jobs, this qutfit
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-such 'matertals as arrived or coulit_n‘ Th urs d ay .

target, they reported

- 'Commons that the peace program

gun carripge was

man railroad.
ge bélow Aix.

wbrked .into-'a brid

pass span near Montelimar rounded
out the half dozen. . . . :
-~+Alt.of-the bridges are of a serni-
ermanent nature which means
they are buil{ to carry the heavy
n¥litary loads although théy may
ntt be as Ppretty .as permanent
structures. “The bridge at Capua
over Italy’s Volturno River, the
1éngest military bridge in history,
was buily by Colonel Holt’s 1st
Paitalion in the record time of
19 days. This was considered a
sémipermansnt. 3
But it carried 1,000,000 vehicles -in
ifs: first. six ‘monHis. -1 was: also
Ne-Drly -Omie to withstand spring
floods which had taken out gvery.
ner - cross-river-dink-. with the

HRalian front. ‘

9t engineers has inanaged to get
& lot.ef other work done. The men
#leared the harbors of, Qran and
Bizerte, they've built miles of roads
‘80d  hundreds  of buildings and

#8en overseas, it ‘has won three
eitations and, in Italy, the 5th
Army plaeque for excellent service.

ister Winston - Churchill will malke
2 statemrent on-the war on Thurs«
day, - Foreign Secretary Anthony
Eden {old the House of Commons
today. Mr. Churchill’s-statement will
he followed by a two-day debale on
the war in the House,

" Meanwhile, Mr. Churchill told the

4

explaratory talks at Dumbarton
*Daks in the United States wgre tak-
ing place on_an official level.
" ‘The Prime Minister also said that
the government will do its best to

™

eff-Provence while a smaller Over-4

=I&%hway- structure |’

have Swept dozens of minefields. |

In the 27 months the-outfit hasj

T HONDON, Sept. 26—Prime Min. |
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.&;ﬂanother -130 feeb-in. length.
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prevent. Nazi crirhinals a-geeking




