- \HIS”QRY GE THE A
337TH ENGINEE .ﬁOMBﬂT BATTALION

S For ‘the months of

5 SAND MAY 1945

nd the i cotpanies worklng at rohtnnB‘Ehg~;fir .
; . : i and improving the 16 mileg of roddway sssign-

ed fo this" o"a zatlon. @n 3 April, Route 6421 wdd cempleﬁely oile@‘“ﬁha -
followisg: dag bhg. shoulders ol Rotute 1228 were olleéi from 572225 %

’ L 599247»5 N

: Company‘c Blew ?O teller miﬂes at I 614214 oﬁ 7 April, On‘thls
. the .area for a Quartermaster dump at L 600151 which Gompaﬁy“’ had b
: leveling SJnce l Aprll, was completed anﬁ ready for use. T

On 8 Aprll, Gompany B blew 7 teller mines and l Topf minam :
‘-The battallon moved 1ts CFon 9 April from L 558118 to L 622203,

Som 11 Aprll the battallon ‘was relieved of the road ausigmyents of C
Route 6421 from'Morano to:Carnevacci, Route 1228 from Carnevas i north’ toa.: 
L 587246, and the Desmond Road from Le Vlgne to Gampldelloa

jn forWard CP wasfgw n@ﬂ nesar Campidcllo at
VGP qpened in M“. Sat L 630194u__

. ogag Apﬁll B b&ﬁtﬁ%
1 6?6~30 and a battallon I

On the morn¢ng of 14 Kprll the: battallcn was sout - in strength, each
o commany W0vk1ng to opsh:a nei-road for tanks, A 1k way ‘road “was
L'43723% to L.635253 and & one~wiy road from.L 635”53 to L 638262
‘road with its pull~outs and’ ‘ghoulders was swept and probed for- pine
mines, . box mines, and Topf minea were blown or remnvada Sergea
.'Sma1l, -Companyy A, lost his qut foot when he dbepped on a Sehu g ats
~the samg time,. Tec 8 Perry Taylor, also Gampany A rece1ved fac_ . wonnds,
Both men were hOSpltallzﬁdc o ‘ T

: §%+tallon moved 1ts‘r'”” £ Rivla atr I 636
"ew vater.pﬁlnt wag opened-at 29232.\ The ‘Hew Yo o
CEvom L:635253. to Lo 684264 Company-& and Cotipany B probed for- mlngs %ﬁ‘vmade
-the rosdway wider.. Flfty‘Itallan ‘Box' mines, 50 Topf" fines, and 50 Schu:
" mines were estimated to be - removed, Sergeéant Chester Cripe, Company'B
. Hal Kilted when a Topf mine, which hé' had . just pulled exploded. The mine
had a d8lay’tharge -and as he exsiined it, having pulled it, the mine exploded,
. PFe Leonard Becraft, Company'B wag wounded from the BATS. exploslon. Gﬂmpany
"B had another man. Anjured when: ‘Tet 5 Ross Ricks ran over a Topf ‘mine with a
T b ‘quite soms distence from his D-7, bregking his
: 1eft track:%lown completely off,

ﬁompsny &

vouaﬁ area was shelled W1th approxnmﬂtely 50
_ Shellh From Gcr@an.l70_mm

sl P Two mén were wounded as & results Tec 5
i piece of shrapnel under his left eye, and Pfc
rangafreCELveﬁ knea lnjury.




L 640275, Company C moved £0 L 645283, and Company B,. 235th Fher ¢ Bnngved
- to L 663R79. Route 6423 was opened to two=way traffic from Bocea Rovari
" bo Vergato, with the exception of 4 one-way bypgsses. Company G swept the

Company & moved its (P the following' worning to L 632269¢ Company C
£illed wo craters at L 637276 and L:634268, &nd swept the road.from
L 642281 to L 645285, blowing many anti~tahk mineg. and Schu mines, Company
B, 235th Engr C Bn, was atbached to 337th Engr C Bn, as of 1800 hours,
16 April, . e R Af%"

On 17 April, ‘battalion moved its GP to L.640276. Company B moved to

road from L 635250 to L 636263, from L 635263 to L 633265, and from
L 645285 %o L 656283, 4 total of 200 Schu mincs, 140 Box mines, 65 Topf
mifes, and 15 "S" mines were rewoved. From the blow at I 656283, 750 pounds

- of ‘German explosives were removed. Tec 4 Arthur Reinders, Company C, was
Anfured at L 654285 when the bulldozer he wag operating struck a teller mine.

which was buried in the dide; of a bank. This D7 also had one of its tracks
blown off. = D . Lo S _

Gompany B, 235th Engr' G Bn repaived a 500-foot crater at I 674283 on

18 April, On 19 April, the battalion was relieved-of all rodds above thoé

28 Northing except the road from Castel D'Alané through Canpidello and

- 8. Cristoforo to Vergatos . This road was for patrol only.

| inbo a ditch, It. Col Wesson was shot-in the mouthy his right arm, and his’
‘chesl, Tea. Misewlen woy wounded in his -right leg, and Capt Wray. sscaped

»

‘detacked as of 0700 hours,

On 20 April, B Goxpany, 235th Engr C Bn 'was

On 2] April, the battalion was on the move again, this time to the
vicinity of Croce del Padrole at I 684337. Company B, however, went forward

to L 7394434 On this day responsibility was assumed. for the highwaey -from

Croce del Padrole, Mertano, to the Semaggia Valley road at L ¢71384: In .
support of the 1st Armored Division, the battalion aleo assuﬁed,requnsibility '
for the Semoggia Valley road. ‘ S L .

22 April found the battalion moving to the yicinity of, Bomporto at
L 670739, after being relieved of all road assignwents, to follow up the -

f126%h¥Mquntain'Engr Bn. Upon arrival -at-Bomporto, Lt Gol. Rufus Wesson,:

Commander of the bettalion, and €apt, Wray, went on reconnaissance. Yo view

o popsible-Bailey bridge sites Turning left off Highway 12 at T66585%nd
riding a short distance, they recieved emall armg and machine gun fire fronm

a group of ‘houses add from the fields od both sides, of tho roads The three
occupants of the vehicle, whith included Tee 5 Nisewicz, the driver, jumped

safely. Tec 5 Misewlos crawled along the diteh to safety and was then hoa~
pitalized. .It. Col. Wesson vemainéd captive until the following day when he
was set free and dlsq'ﬁpspitalized-byTthefInfantxyi-' Lo

Master Sergeant- Lewis F, Farrell and Technical Sexggant Howard B,
VMoyer wove ‘appointed Warrant Officers (IG) on thif day did-perained with
the vatitanlion as Assistant-battalion MTO and :Milibery Parsannel Officer
respectively, R T T

Major Brnest L. Rowell, Jr, ExocutiveiBfficer of th
was attached o the battalion on 23 April n

vt B i, et Frariar el e Ve e i




L 640275, Company C moved £0 L 645283, and Gompany B,. 235th Fher ¢ Bn-ndved
- to L 663R79. Route 6423 was opened to two-way traffic from Bocea Rovari
" to Vergato, with the exception of 4 one-way bypgsses. Company G swept the

into a ditch, Lt. Col Wesson was $hot-in the uouth, his right arm, and his’
' chest, Tec.d Misewlen woy wounded in his -right leg, and Capt Wray. sscaped

Company & moved its OP thé following wmorning to L 632269f Company C
£illed $wo cratera at L 637276 and L:634268, &nd swept the road.from
L 642281 to L 645285, blowing many anti~tanhk mineg. and Schu mines, Company
B, 235th Engr C Bn, was atbached to 337th Engr C .Bn, as of 1800 hours,
16 April, . e R

On 17 April, battalion moved its CP to L.640276., Compeny B moved to .

road from L 635250 ta L 636263, from L 635263 to L 633265, and from
L 645285 %o L 656283, 4 total of 200 Schu mines, 140 Box mines, 65 .Topf

mifes, and 15 "S" mines were rewoved. From the biow at I 656283, 750 pounds

" of ‘Garman-explogives were romoved. Tec 4 Arthur Reinders, Company C, was _
Anfured at I 654285 when the bulldozer he wag operating struck a teller fine

which was buried in the dide of a bank. This D=7 also had one of its tracks
blown off. = O . T S _

Gompany B, 235th Engr G Bn repaived a 500-foot crater at I 674283 on

- 18 April. On 19 April, the battalion was relieved-of all roads above the

28 Northing except the read.from Castel D'Aiano .through Campidello and

- 8« Crigtoforo to Vergatoklu?his road was for patrol only.

»

On 20 April, B Compsiy, 235th Engr C Bn'wag detached as of 0700 hours.

On 2] April, the battalion was on the move again, this time to the
vieinity of Croce del Padrole at I 684337. Company B, however, went forward

to L 739443. On this day responsibility was assumed: for the highwey -friom

Croce del Padrole, Mertano, to the Semaggia Valley road at L ¢71384: In .
support of the 1st Armored Division, the battalion also asswied responsibility -

for the Samoggia Valley road.

22 April found the battalion moving to the yicinity of, Bomporto at

L 670739, after being relieved of all road agsignwents, to follow up the -
- . 126%h Mountein Engr Bn. Upon arrival -at-Bomporto, Lte Gol. Rufus Wesson,,

Commander of the bettalipn, and €apt. Wray, went on recomnaissance. bo view

o possible-Bailey bridge sites Turning left off Highway 12 abt T66585%mnd
riding a short distance, they Yecieved emall arms and machine gun fire fronm

a group of ‘houses add from the fields od both sides, of tho roads - The three
vccupants of the vehicle, whith included Tee 5 Nisewicz, the driver, jumped

sefoly, Tec 5 Misewlcs crawled alopg the ditch to safety and was then hog«
pitalized, . It..Col. Wesdon remained -captive until the following day when he
was set free and alsq“@gspitﬂlized,byftheflnfantyy%-' Lo

Master Sergeant- Lewis$ F, Farrell and Technical Serxggant Howard B,
YMoyexr were ‘appointed Warrant. Officers {IG) enithié;day7§' ernined with
the battallon as Assistant battalion MO and Militery Pabsdnmel Officor
respectively, S T L T

Major Ernest L. Rowell, Jr, Exocutives
was attached to the battalion on 23 April
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O 24 Aprll, the battalloﬁ move& Lo-th 'glnlﬁy of 3. Benedette Fo,
Work -wes bogun-on the approches o the:Fo Rlﬁén* wWaile GOApnny B operated
agsult boaks so that the In:t‘antry qould crosg “phie- pivers - Two - pl-atoanu .
from Conpany G ‘were led 'meross thé river by'MaJQT Rowell with: enough equipn
rent to-repair s bridge further narth whleh was across the Mzncmo Rivar '

at ¥ 605153 - »h%

Company ‘A, on P Aprll, prepared and 1nstﬂlled flfﬁ# (50) 12 ton '
- rubber floatg whioh waré used 4o relnforoe a. heavy ponton brmdge acToRsS
the Po at F 5861384 . They assisted in the construction ‘of tho! panton saetlen
and placed surface ﬁread on-the entlre bridge. At the Bamg" “time work was
still in- Progress. on the other brldge which was deross tho M1n010; The
trégtle bend .on thig brldge wn maged by cxplouivcs and. was. repaired. _
Surface trend: Was also 1nclud9d 1n 1t repllr and a abedj guarﬁ rall Wau
constructed . e .

. " Vépona: aved wad bﬁe_buttallon'ﬂ next tcpn On 27 Aﬂrll the Poing -
left behind and GP's were -set up. south of the . clty-at by 5574825;A_”I .

) on 98 April the resporsibility of the MSR wis assuﬁed fron Vlllq- ' :
- franca noxtir to road ‘junetion at Route 11 at ¥ 540556, and- on.. Routa 11 ea t
to B 425555, Rompany & took over the duties off bperatlrg an aerial beacon S

-on the alrfleld gouth of Verona at F )53466.‘1 1py3‘:;.1 ;5‘q

: On 29 Aprll, tho battallon was order to assuﬂe an lufuntry'role and

i o) gua“d the MSR from Ghodl to MontechJar1 to Bﬂgnolo, Many Germans who
“had" been cul aff from their’ un;ta, WeTe 1nf11trating nort“';n soarch’ 6f ]

"‘their Atp. I dolng #6, the MSR wae Horrossed id rany iRy tances.‘“A\“
wBattnlfon OF was- establidhed in Peuch;erﬁ di Gords,; add & S combany
gualaed the heavy enginecer equipment which the conpanies wiuld not s
.. Conpany A moved td Ghédi, Company B to Monﬁecninrl, and, Gonpany G to Bagnoloe
A batﬁallon fovward GP wag: opcned at MOHﬁGCﬂlhfly SRS i

1

The Infantry work was contlnucd oh ﬁhe 1ngt d"y ‘B tuo montha Gonpmny
s Lurned over A couplete - Gernan lospltal to the 15th Pigld: Hogpltﬁl. In
the capivred hoe pital were- 82 wounded,: 17- wand- bOJs, ‘9 pursoes, 4 : :
. doctorg. - Driaonera numberlng 1, 113 were trnnﬂportudrﬁo thig” B
”Mbﬂb@%hlariﬁ TR pe > . B

Kl]led or Wounded in actloh. g

pgt Arthur R. uﬁQll 33114663, Gowpany A, WOundod 1n actlon Dn Aprll 14
at Specchla,."naly; o :
‘ Tec 5 Perry.L, T iylor,: 34289576 Compﬂny ﬁ onumdedE n action on 1&
- April ot Spicchia, Italy. - - :

-+ Sgh. Chegter M, Gripe, 665838&, Gonpuny B, kllled 1H actlon on 15
April near Rocco di. Roffeno, Taly.. - e
.. Tec 5 Ross J, Ricks, j7453394, Company B,‘dounde. ¢”ac”c;;mn--c»n 15
Lpril nedr, Spicehld, Itnly,- - g * -
-~ Pfe.Leonard A, Becraft, 13105702;'Gomp1ny B, Wounﬂe

15 Aprdd npar Rocoo di Rofl feno, Thalys - -

Tes 5 Herman o, Kroribachy ﬁ??S&ﬁS@_ Company.ﬁ wounded'ln actlon on
Y16 April: P@J;‘Marano, Ttaljre ik ¢ S
: Pfs Charles 84 “Strougs, 3443'06 ;
16 AprlL near Moranc, Italy. g

,actlcn on:i 3

wﬂompapyfg‘ wounded ;n actlon on :

¢ e et



. Téc- 4 Arthur H, Reinders, 12095280, Comn ong £, wounded 'in hotion
on 17 April mear Geriglioy Ibaly, =+ o% =k . f.-0 oo ow
. It Col.Rufus Wesson, 0434183
-‘neay lamotta, Ttaly, - - = AT L T o WL AT
f”‘,Tec.S'Edward,E;iﬁiaewigz;”ﬁ}lSO?BBijHw& Sngmpany,“wguhded'ig,gctloﬂ
‘'on 22 April near Lauotta, Ttelye - . - - . e

Aoured-in action on 22 April -

- wards and Decorationss <.

- “Purple Heprt: - ’
G Arthur Ry Smafl -0 5
iTeo: 4 Avthup H, Reirdérs ..
Moo 5'Rase . Ricks's
Tewg5“P$rry'A,ﬁTay
s Toohard, A, Bebx

oo T
B e gl AR

Tt
22N

: o the vieinity of Bresciag

- Gompany A moved juat- ngith of Mabbova to F_liiﬁ??;,and=Gbmpany“6fmoved:sputh-

- west of Bredcia.’ Company'B‘carried on ite infantry role- at Monbichiariy

" The’ companies were so placed, that. they might guard all’ the mdin supply routes,

patrol, and maintain all roangin;their‘respéctivafdreasa‘ﬁGérmans'had.Bégn'
by-pasged by the fost-moving infantry and wérejtrapped;lthgylwere‘ndwfattémpt—‘

ing to rejoin their organizstions. $o the north and cauging rany- firefights in
oing so, 4 2% hour- armed défensivg road patrol was established from the Po

River north of S. Densdette Po to Brescia for the burposc of guarding this

route. - Uompany B, on ‘this-day, transported 102 prisorers ‘BY war frofi Partisan

control: in Peschiera to the Priscner of War cage in:Fomtichiari, ~Gerhan con=-

VoyﬁiWEre,travelling,ungﬁarded'aﬁd-of their own accord to Bréscia €o ‘Surtons

On 1 Nay, the battalion moved its GP to the

- der+ and Company € was “the ‘only company available ‘to guard ‘them. The sltuat-
ion'becamEJéxtremelyxdangérous-Wiih:moré.andﬁmbrefGéﬁﬁahs*éhrrenderjng and,
Partisans turning in large numbers: of “them but with the 4id of truck fron
H & 3 Company and Company B@;plugﬁthe'German,vahiclés;‘ﬁheﬁéffiqefs: id "
uen from*Coppany € managed to convoy allfpriSOHGTS'frdﬁ,Bréscig:ﬁd;Mpn§ -
chiardy ' The next morning; 2 May, a battalion ofl infantry’ frofr the 338§

Infapty; qﬁ#ivédifpfféliave;tha;aithaﬁipn;;but*ﬁy;ﬁhis?ﬁimé?@@lgﬁa_:‘Vﬂrﬁ :
- eonbrely T B e ”‘.}'f}' o

On 2 May the ‘Bame. armed 40 mile road phatrol was dontinued And Company -

& still operated the aerial ‘beacon ot Villa Franca which hod been in.operation éﬁ&
. since 28 April, About /1830 hours “Tec 5 GlegeﬁVUickg;Comp@pyfg shot 'and | éf
~killed a German General, Ilater indentifiéd_as_Brigddier'GenéraI3Stpahammer, CL

Gommandingwﬁenerql'affths‘114th‘JauQET;Divisionol¢RUsUmé:of’whﬁCh follows :
was written by Captain Dennis. &, “Ayres, Comuonding Compary Bt ®m the after-

ncon of 2 Mbyf1945,?1stlt¢;ﬂErnes£"D}'Rﬁodes;;EEQEiﬁaﬁﬂarl Mo Layman, Jr.,

Tec 5 Vuick and Tec 5 Corso accompanied a ‘group .of Partisans into the fields

Southwest: of Montichari to aid them. in capturing six arned Germans who had

Bl

been reported ag qpming’thydugh;ﬁhé”fiéidé;i_Whonuthe enemy was first seen
all six were together running tﬁroﬁgh.thQQEiéiﬁsm{Tﬁ“Partiﬁan called to them

to surreﬁderfand[af%errmuch,pgrsﬁaéigg;fdﬁring whith - few rounds were fired

into the. hir, three of the erenly. surreridéred. but the other three ran away and
took cover in some busheg near a hoise. - Cné of the captited Gertans was a - ;
Lisutenant, so he_Waa:takengoven;in;§hgihgpaiﬁhstfhe'WOuld'order'cr'persuade
the remainder to surrender, -When they arrived near the three still at
large the  Lisutenant refused to offer. any help, but after still more

. -, 4(_._]_‘{ i""«‘i" . . ]

e



persuaBion, plus a few shoté fired ints
“thelir arms and canme forward; saying that

R

he -air; two Gerpans laid down R
there were 1o miote enefy. - The

"L one s%—iil at targe could ndt be seen bl Lt ‘exanh wlereabouts were kgown.,

~ signs were posted:on poutés 36,

. Jobn Gorso and Tec 5 Gedrge Mo Vui_c';k,._r";"-ﬂ

- ‘Brescia vwas ‘continued in'sddition to a Torty

~ patrol wap continued ds in previcus days . in o _
. and twenty route #35 signs were posted or respective rottesy” ‘A work order was
received to build a 170 foot D/T Bailey bridge.across the Tigino River ot -

1L 0n 5 Mag work: was “bogun ‘on tho-

He-wad asked -severa)l times to surrendsr; a fow shots. were fired intg the' air,
nd Tée: 5 Vuick thtew e hand gernade & ‘safe distance _away: fron dhe Géfnan,
ing 40’ ghow hin that he midt surrender or be Killed. Tee 5 Viuidk -

: :théﬁ»!!{o'y'ed' argund. to the left-and saw ths Goryan; who was leveling a pistol
“toighoot, - Te¢ 5 Vuick fired first) a burst from a Tomnysgun ghich killed
. the enémy immediately, It. Laymen removed a cocked ahd loaded, ealiber 9.

Daretta from the ‘dead officer!s hapd and learned for the $irgt time ‘his, high

- ranks It. Layman searched the body and removed a.personal diary whick was:
- -Bent immodiately to Corp Ge2, and the officerih Ansignia-which he brought
. to this-beadquarters in ax‘ﬁér-to_ésce?taj.n “thie: des offintrts panky The
-body was:thén recovered along with. a. picture’ whicl Had Pgo

d along : .. t.overlocked: iri

the first search, He was killed ‘at F~135494 and A1j. ken om 4 Moy
19456 “the 87LL Nountaln, Infantry Graves RegisirsLidn Ser S+ Supporting
witnesses afe Ist If. Ernest Dy Rhodes, 24 'Lty CaFl. M. Layman Jr, -Te¢ 5 .

+

.. The battalion moved fts GP from Bregeia to Milano on'3:Maye  Compony -
C.also, moved to Milano aréa and Company & moved Jnear to Bergpmo at K=630855.. :
Gompany B remained once agafn in Monbichiari continuing n'its infanfhy Foles
The armed road-patrol fram the Po through lMankava,. Goito,. Mortichiasi to

: ' : #ile defensive pPatrol of

the Auto-strada fron Bréscism to Milano. - Uompany-A was. ordered “t0 mo¥e - the. beaw

- .

~ con from Villafranca to another: locaﬁion._whi_éh was west of 'Jﬁ%;_ii_i__ahq_g

5y 00 4 Yy the beacon was: installad and in operation, . e grred rosd

and in sddition forty routh #9 signs

Pavia, and a reconnaissance wns. made- that- aftertoon. A German bridge hdd °
been tuilt aerdss a bonbed-out . section of thé :01d ‘Ttalian.-bridee But 3k wag .
not, gtrong enough to take Hoavy traffi¢. The reasod for thisé was that the - .

Germans.had build & pier in th¢ middle of ‘the Bridge hick n0dé fho

safo up'to classification Oy When the. piles” wore driveén they wore ;
on, bhem bo apt 'ag: a platforn,. The pier:wis ‘then billt on' this: plit it
th%_ﬁ"“béhd’ing novement was too Jmuch to support any heavy load, Afberraéonmoi= -
toring the bridge site it wid decided thit 180 foot D/T would be betber to
allow more of tho bridfe %o rost on'liors’ séct rbmerihy ST

! . _ 807 D/T Bailoy Pridge 4nd by mightfall
it was 50 percent complete.  The ren vorked steadily and did=nét havé o fear
enouy shelling or other enemy activity. Mo trgubles were cheturtered nnd no
work.was dong during darkness, ~The road prirols were cohtinied and route
35,83, 1 wd gy 0

TWork 6oﬁtiriﬁed;on—‘,ﬁi'1@i Balley’brldgeonb ftay, aml By darkness the ‘tridge
was oponed to- traffic. ahd-95 borednt’ complote. 3 Th was decided that the name

of the bridge would bé the Wrnic Pyle Br_id"ge;gf',;in‘_fgéﬁio::-;--oﬂ-:the,'.f;-‘q‘med news.

correspondent. - The ramps at, 6xch cnd.of ‘tho bildge’ were 130 feet to allow, -

‘for' the' distance that the Bailey bridge had been Jackéd upto' clear the .
‘German conatruction,, Company. B moved 1o Mildro on this day and -the usugl ™

rood patrol combinueds, Route signs wgre, posted along ‘routes 36, 11, 33, * -

- 5 W

7 M e Av:‘!;.‘_‘;









