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;\fter an ouernight stay in Remering, France, the battalion moved on March 20d
to large French barracks in the town of Puttelange. Here, while under the 1145th,
the battalion supported the 63d Infantry Division whose headjuarters were located
in the nearby town of St. Jean-Rohrbach, and who had just been commtted to
action — — their first engagement.

At Putelange, the first group of men from the unit to go to rest camp left for
Dijon, France.

A “‘change of scenery” seemed to warrant the movement of the command post
to Sarreguemines on March 10th. Upon setting up, personnel again found running

water, central heating, and electriaity.

One of the first jobs required of the 256th upon settling at Sarreguemines was
that of building a bridge across the Saar River from Grosbliedersdorf, France, to
Kleinblittersdorf, Germany. Companies “A” and “C” were selected for the task,
with “A” taking the French side and “C” the German. A 150" triple-double Bailey
bridge was to be built requiring an eighteen foot abutment on one side and a seven
foot abutment on the other. By March 14th, the entire bridge had been completed
and the battalion command post, plus “B” Company, moved to Kleinblittersdorf.
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To the reader — —

| P orthodox practice for every book of this
type to have within its covers somewhere the list
of names of the editing staff. Rather than say that
Lt. Watson and T/Sgt Clark were editors, or that
Cpl. Chloodian and Sgt. Frauncis were in charge of
the art — — Cpl. Pensinger and Sgt. Larson the
photography, Cpl. Spomer liason with the printer,
~— — we will eliminate names. We shall also avoid
saying that Sgt. Weiland was business manager —
- Sgt. Thoemke and Sgt. Weaver had supply —
-— Sgt. Zickermann and Cpl. Gauger compiled the
data, or that Cpl. Neiswender did the typing — —
or even that Cpl. Kopanski practically wore out a
set of tires running here and there for all of ns.
No man was confined to one job alone. instead
everyhody poked his nose into the duties and
responsibilities of the other — — the result being
what we hope is a fair and well written history

and pictorial review of the hattalion.

By common agreement it has heen decided
that we can also squeeze in on this page a word of
thanks and appreciation for the cooperation that
all of you officers and enlisted men have given us
in order to make this book possible. We hope

that yon like the produect.

Sditor and Staff
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