HEADQUARTERS
208TH ENGINEER COMBAT BATTALION
AP0 230

27 September 1944

At 0600 hours, Lt. Colonel Scott received orders from Colonel Moss, Commanding
Officer, 1105th Fngineer Combat Group, to report to Colonel Miller XIX Corps Engi-
neer for instructions relative to a special task force assignment. The battalion
was relieved of all duties under the 1105th Engineer Combst Group. Lt. Colonel
Scott reported to Colonel Killer in Maastricht at approximtely 0930 hours and was
informed that the battalion was attached tc the 1115th Fngineer Combat Group. The
battalion was assigned tentatively by Colonel Shuler, Commanding Officer, 1115th
Engineer Combat Group, in support of the 7th Armored Division on & special task force
mission to secure the right flank of the 2nd British Army and establish a bridge
head at Roermond. Lt. Colonel Scott informed Colonel Miller and Colonel Shuler that
he could have his unit moved to vicinity of Maastricht before 1900 hours. Bivcuac
area was picked and guldes posted by the 1115th Engineer Combat Group. Lt. Colenel
Seott reported back to his unit at approximately 123C hours and reported to Colonel
loss the instructions he had received. Colonel Mosgs would not release the battalion
until he had confirmed orders from First Army Headquarters. In the meantime the bat-
talion was ready to move at 1500 hours. Orders releasing the battalion were received
from Commanding Officer, 1105th Engineer Combat Group at 1750 hours. At 1415 hours,
Lt. Cox, the Adjutant, Lt. Fraley, the Reconnaissance Officer, with a billeting party
left Battalion Headquarters with instructions to report to Captain Burham, Laision
Officer, 1115th Engineer Combat Group at XIX Corps Headquarters. Upon arriwal at
Corps Headquarters, Lt. Cox reported to the 1115th Engineer Combat Group Executive
Officer, Lt. Colonel Sauernman, giving him this message from the Battalion Commanding
Officer, "That battalion would move at 1500 hours if released and would be at Junc-
tion N43 and N1 at 1700 hours®. C(aptein Durham proceeded to Junction N43 and N1 to
await arrival of battalion. Lt. Cox and the billeting party proceeded to biwouac
area to lay out company areas. Areas were layed out, Lt. Cox posted guides along
the route and arrived at Junction N43 and N1 at approximately 2030 hours at which
time battalion had still not arrived. XIX Headquarters received instructions from
First Army Headquarters that battalion had not been released by 1105th FEngineer Com-
bat Group and would not move until the next morning. Guides were picked up and rat-
ions ior 30 men were furmished by XIX Corps and the billeting party proceeded to biv-
ouac area for the nignt. at about 2200 hours, Lt. Colonel Scott reported to- XIX Corps
Headquarters that battalion was coming behind and would wait at Junction for routing
to bivouac area. The battalion had not received instructions to wait until the next
morning to move. It was raining considerably and the battalion remained on the road
the reminder of the night and planned to move to the bivouac area at day-break.

Medical Detachment drew Medical supplies through S - 4.
25 September 1944

Arrived in bivouac area in vicinity of Mechelen at (70 hours. Lt.. Colonel
SAuem.glil,a]i.llSth Engineer Combat Group Executive Officer, conferred with Lt. Col~-
onel Scott in the area at U900 hours. Lt. Colonel Scott accompanied Lt..Colonel
Sauernman to the 82nd Engineer Combat Battalion and the 33rd .Amore.:l Eng:.nee? Gombatd
Battalion to discuss plans. Lt. Colonel Scott was informed that this ba.tt-allt;n woull
be in reserve for the Tth irmored Divisien. Lt. Colonel Scott and Captain Weu.nberielr,
Liasion Officer, reported to the XIX Corps Headquarters for instructions ancé h::r:a t,-—
formed that due to the fact that the battalion was expected a day late, ano o
talion was assigned to the mission with the 7th Armored Division. Subsequently the
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JOUBNAL, Hq, 208th Fngy “embat B, for month of September {cont'd).
28 September 194 (cont'd)

battalion was assigned the mission to support a task force composed of a Belgium
Brigade under the command of Colonel Perone and supported by a Tank Destroyer Group
mder the command of Colonel Elms with attachment of one light z2nd one medium tank
company. The 990th Fhgineer Treadway Rridge Company, and the 512th Engineer Bailey
Bridge Company less one Bailey Bridge Platoon was attached to this battalion. Lt.
Colonel Scott and kajor Michael accompanied Colonel Shuler to the 82nd Fngineer Combat
Battalion to discuss plans and was informed to see Colonel Elms at Kinroy. Discussed
the mission of the task force with Colonel Flms at Kinroy, the mission was to push north
on the western side of the Meuse River, crossing the Wasson Canal and meeting the 7th
Armored Division north and west of Roermond.

¥a jor Braden, 1115th Engineer Combat Group Surgeon, visited the battalion to give
instructions to the battalion Surgeon. ‘

Battalion celebrated its second anriversary of activation.

2 September 1944

The Battalion 5-4 cenferred with 1115th Engineer Combat Group S - L. Battalion
received QM supplies Class I & IV. Battalion received Q¥ Supplies Class III for 1115th
Group and distributed them according to group Instructions. Requisition was prepared
for QM Class II Clothing short on previous slavage. Ordnance Class V supplies received
and distributed. Engineer Class IV supplies received and distributed. HRequest for
shoe repair sent to companies. Companies were ordered to send requisition for winter
clothing to Battalion S-4. Lt. Cox and Master Sergeant Walters conferred with 1115th
Engineer Combat Group 4djutant.

Fifteen men were treated by the Dentist. Eight false teeth plates were sent in
for repair. 1lijth Group Dentist instructed the Battalion Dentist on information for
reports etc. Battalion Ambulance was sent to Hospital at Maastricht with civilians.

A Belgium boy was treated at the Battalion Aid Station. He was hit by a2 % ton driver
or H&S Company.

At 0800 hours, the Qommanding Officer and S-4 went to Task Force Headquarters
at Kinroy with Captain Hill, Laision Officer. The Laision Officer remained there.
The Reconnaissance Officer and party with security of one squad reported to Task Force
Headgfarters and remained. The Third Platoon of Company "C® trained for two hours on
construction of toot bridge. The Commanding Officer had a meeting of all officers in
the battalion to explain the battalion's mission. The adjutant and Personnel Officer
went to Army Headquarters to make arrangements for pay of the troops and to pick up
hospital retumees. The commending Officer conferred again with Colonel Elms at Kin~
roy at 1830 hours and with Colonel Miller at XIX Torps Headquarters at 2100 hours to

report the situation and plans.
30 September 1944 .

The Battalion S~ went to Army for approvael on & requisition for winter clothing,
salvage and QM supplies that have been short for one month. Shoes were sent to QI&
for repair. Bupty pas c3ns were returned for credit. Unit received Class "C® Rations.
Made a requisition for Engineer and Signal supplies. One water point Was established
for Battalion's use. Corps ordered one water point established which was compiied with.

It. Colonel Scott visited Task Force Headquarters at UY00 hours and discussed the
proposed plan of attack, FPlan was to attack at 1500 hours with the mission to secure
south approach to Wasson Canal.
port on approach roads, &ssdult areas, Canzl and Lock. I jor Evans of 1.L..15th Fogineer
Combat Group visited the battalion in the morning to determine tl.le sit.uat:!.on. Captain
Baral, S-2, accompanied Ma jor Bvans to Brigade Headquarters to find Captain Hill and
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Engineer reconnaissance was to accompany infantry to re-
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JOURNAL, Ba, 26ih Fng ‘embat Fn, for month of Seotembe~ 19k (cont'd) (30 Sept 4k cont'd

leam the situation. At Brigade Headquarters they learned the attack was scheduled for
1500 hours. Two reconnaissance Farties joined the Forward element of the Task Force.

At 1500 hours the 512th Engineer light Ponton Company, Compeny «Cn and the Forward
cal Detachment began to move by infiltration to assem-

Echelon of B&S Company and Medi

bly ares in vicinity of Kinroy, Belgium. Kovement was completed at 1630 hours. The
Forward CP was established at K-578847. Four B hospital returneeswere picked up 3t
Third Replacement Depot and returned to Battalion.
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S}}%ﬁﬁ‘ AUTH} cgmm US ARMY
208TH n{igm Eﬁfa[%r BATTALYON  DATEs 6 De# 1984

JOURNAL

Sgh Kiein went to Heerlen and Maastriet to obiain plans of demolighed bridge
on site of bridge being bullt by Company “C* gt smimition Duup f 910, There appears
t6 bo an obstrustion on the bod of the sirean pr Geleen Cresk. Thic plan showe
&bt there wes @ conorete elab fhrough the entire width of the stream whish vas
0 inches thick sud fifty fect fong, This was & part of the sriginal arch b
which formed a dulverts It was decided that & +ib bent would be sonstruste

"4 seniebesy rosd &t K-705668 near Sittard, Holland was surveyed by the bute
-daiions ThE Job was assigned to Company “Bs 3

t. Golomed Seobt tadked with Geptain Semsffory 00y Cos "A" amd inforned him
B e ol ' mﬁw' ol rosssighed f5 Aseistant Divisten

that he would be releived of his Gomme
Wh, | |

The battalion received orders to diseontinue ‘omtnq:@gﬂ: job nesr ,Aﬁitt‘ard
¢us to proximity of fromt line, Work esus 1ged too mich petivity which might have
drawn enemy fire. |
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Journal, Hg 208th Engr C Bn., Contd

l; November 19hL.

The battalion commander visited Company "C" bridge at
bridge assignment with all officers and NCO's of the company and brought out
all deficiencies. The deficiencies involved betier organization of working
parties, better supervision of working parties, more thought and consideratian
given to planning of work and f£aiddms tasks in order to keep'a number of
operations going at one time, discussion on construction methods in order to
save time and do a better job. He returned to batialion headeuarters at 2100.

5 November 19lLl.

The 5_o gent one reconnaissance party in search of water points. At
1000 hours, the battalion was assigned a job of making pipeline survey in
North Maastrict. Lt Pascoe and M Sgt Hegy accomplished this at 2100 hours.

7 R e s
Lt. Colonel Scott visited Company ngh 4o inspect work at ASP and Company

"B road maintenance work.

6 November 19Ll.
He talked with

it. Colonel Scott visited and inspected Company ngt,
Capt. Scovill, the CO, and all of the company officers present. Talked
reonally with Privates Stunbaugh and Wolfe, recently reduced NCO's. He

pe

also talked with two other Ei regarding supply discipline.

¢ the demolished bridge in North Maastrict,
completing the job at 2200.

The medical detachment evacuated two men to the Llst Bvacuation lfosp—
jtal. One had ear trouble and one for reoccurance of an old ankle injury.

Further survey wes made O
by Lt. Pascoe and M Sgt Hegy,

Foad reconnaissance was made by two reconnaissance parties. Photographs
were taken of possible pipe laying operating. Captain Paral went to the
fngineer Depot in Maazstrict to secure maps.

7 November 19kh.

Two reconnaissance parties were sent out. One was on normal road reconn-

aissance, the other to Maastrict to look for saw mlls. In the afternoon,

Lt. Moore and S Sgt Harned went to Tongers to check on saymills there.
Capt. Baral went to Company "B" to investigate courts-martial charges

against Ed,”

nih and after inspecting the area

Lt. Colonel Scott contacted Company
f mud. He also talked with the

awd recolinended. that it be changed because ©
new commanding officer, Capt. Hill.

Company "A" was assigned the mission of locating sawmills in their assigned
area, _place them under contract and begin the hauling of timber to the mills
immediately, milling them to specified sizes, and hauling it to the Army

Bngineer Depot # k.

Company was also assigned the mission of road and hard standing con-

struction at Class IILI Dump at K-S?BQTzo.
SECRE
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SECRET

Journal, Hg 2ubth En_¢ C. Bn. Countd.

8 November 19hl;.

Lt. Colonel Scott discussed present status of lumber assignment in a
conference with the Executive Officer, 5-3 and S-h. He visited Company "C"
and work being done at the ammunition dump.

At 0300 hours, Lt. licore went to Lixne to try to find a civilian who
would show him the location of available standing timber in that area.
He returned at 1200 hours with a negative report. Fhotographs were taken

of Company "B" bridge assignment near Vise.

The battalion was assigned the mission of building a PiE at K-7155L0.

9 Wovember 19Lk.

The medical detachment ewacuated one man to the 105th Evacuation Hospital

with Gonnorhoea (new). Captain Couture reported this case as the first of
the month. :

Capt. Bapal went to group headquarters to see Kajor MeWilliams to
report that the bridge at Bassenge had been incorrectly marked a Class LO

when it should have been a Class 15.
Operation of sawmills by the battalion was begun.

It. Col Scott inspected the bridge at Bassenge and discovered that the
battalion reconnaissance was unsatisfactory and that the bridge strength was
incorrectly figured. A class was held with all the personnel of the Recon
Section to prevent any future errors. Inspected work at Class III Dump.

10 November 19hl

Battalion Headquarters and H«S Co. moved from
of Eben Emeel, Belgium to K-L7ll, Boris, Pelgium. This was accomplished
due bo very rainy weather and muddy bivouac area, which was libel to affect
the health of the troops. Billets were obtained at the new location.

K-54li5, 7 mile South

Company "C* assigned construction of PRE at K-T722542.
The CO inspected the Class III railhead Depot.

11 November 194k

Company "C" completed the PWE at 1800 hours. Lt. Col. Scott inspected
all sawmills in operation and with ILt. Fraley contacted the civil.affairs
in Leige regarding the periodic shutdowns of power. The shutdowms were cau-
sed by some breakdowns and an effort to save power. They were informed that
power would be furnished continually baring the breakdowns. the Bn CO

inspected the Class III railhead dump and Co. 'B" in Heer.

The Medical Detachment evacuated one man to the hospital with a torn
ligiment of the left knee.
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SECRET

Journal, Hqg 208th B C Bn.

12 November 13

Two reconnaissance parties sent out at 0830 hours.
the other for gravel pits.

Operations orders were received, assigning a new area and reconnaissance
assignment for it. The medical detachment evacuated ong,man to the 105th
iyacuation Hospital with Gonnorrhoea, (new). Vompany "“ began work on

Kailroad crossing at K-766496 for a railhead. s

Lt. Col. Scott inspected the Class III railhead Dwmp job. He instructed
the Company CO to prepare a drain from the low or center position of the
hard standing running south under the tracks to a low field.

13 November 194}

The battalion received a new area of responsibility effective at 2000.
Company "C" completed the Railroad Crossing task at 1800 hours this date.
One R-l; Dogzer, Iy hours, Aircompressor-l hours, 20 dump truck hours, 23k man-

hours were used.

The battalion commander inspected the railhead-railroad crossing (Lrmy
Job #81) and advised the O in charge that the hardstanding be tested. It
was found that the water level was 6" below the surface and recommendation
was made that the standing be stabilized before using it. The battalion
commander discussed the Class III Railhead job with the Group CO, and
requested additional trucks and a rock crusher. Arrangements were made to
pick up the crusher at the Army Engr Dump the following morning. Fifteen
additional trucks were also arranged for with the Army Engineer to be met at
Canne the following morning. Trucks were to be available for two days.

1l November 19Lh.

Company "C" working on &rmy Job No. 21, road improvement at Ammunition
Durp #910; indefinite maintenance; 1 platoon, continuous operation. Company
UC" i constructing an Engineer Class III railhead. Company "AY js securing

lumber for Engineer Dump No. L.

A 25 cubic yd. portable rock crusher was picked up at the Army Engineer
. It was set up in an excellent quarry near Bombaye, Belgium. Company
UCH was assigned the mission of operating it. One platoon of that company
was moved to the site of the crusher. The battalion commander v::Lsited the
Quarry site and instructed the platoon commander, Lt. Anderson, 1in how_
the crusher was to be set up. Lhe Bn CO also visited the Class III railhead

job.

15 November 194l;.
it. Fraley, S Sgt Tremaine and S Sgt Harned started at 0900 hours to

Une looked for timber,
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‘Journal, Hq 208th Eng. J Bn. Contd.
15 Nov Contd.

get data on sawmills, returning at 1400 hours, at which time two reconnaissance
parties started out to complete this job.

Army Job # 85 was assigned to Company "C"--reinforcing Bridge at K-75L6.

Assigned to Co. "A" the mission of hauling L0 logs to the 172d Engr C BEn
sammilis, The battalion commander visited the Class III railhead job, the
quarry in operation and road maintenance on N 3.

16 November 194l

H&S Co. and Battalion Headquarters moved to Gulpen, Holland (K-7048)
from Boirs, Belgiu. Did work on converting a lonestary to a Hospital at
K~7346, and had two platoons working on road maintenance on MSR through Aachen,
uermandl‘ (éne of the platoons from Company "A" and one from Co. "C".)

The battalion Commander inspected the Class III railhead and the sawmills
in operation. The battalion was assigned the task of reinforcing the bridge

at the Monastery for convelesant hospital.
lf November 194l

The companies continued work on previous assignments. S Sgt Harned
and a reconnaissance party carried out reconnaissance for gravel pits.

The Medical Detachment evacuated one man to the lilst Evacuation Hospital
with an old head injury.

The battalion commander inspected the hardstanding at the Monastery job.
He also inspected road work through Aachen, Yermany.
18 November 194l -

One man was evacuated to the Llst Evacuation Hospital with an old head
and Upper Hesperatory Infection.

The battalion commander inspected the Class III railbead job and the
kionastery hard standing job.

19 November 194k

The companies continued work on previous assignments.

The battalion commander inspected with the executive officer all sawmills
and loading of logs in the area. The construction of roads at the bridge
school in Eysden was assigned to Company "E". Major Senn went to inspect
the road. Army Job 98, (M Dp road maintenance was assigned to Company "A".

20 Hovember 194l

The battalion commander inspected the Monastery Job which was completed
at 1200 hours. 606 manhours, 1000 IF woodstrips, 378 LF blackout paper,
675 yards of rock and gravel were used. Inspected road maintenance through
Aachen. 5-
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Journal, Hg 206th Engr C Bn.

21 November 19Lh

A mechanic was sent to the konestary job at K-73L46 to repair a water pump.

Two reconnaissance parties did work on saymill reconnaissance. <LThe companies
continued to do the same work as previously assigned.

The battalion commander inspected road maintenance in Aachen, Sermany
and Class III railhead job. He also inspected road construction at Eysden
ridge School. dJob 98, Q@& Do road maintenance was completed at 1700.

80 man hours, 20 motor grader hours and 6 bulldozer hours were used.

o

22 Hovember 19Ll.

The companies continued work on previous assignments. Two reconnaissance
parties were sent out today in quest for sawmills.

The battalion CO inspected the class ITI railhe=sd job which was completed
at 1700 hours. 5uu0 manhours, 100 bulldoger hours, 1280 truck hours, 9
shovel hours, 1500 cubic yards of rock were consumed.

The battalion was releived of the Eysden bridge school job at 1700, the
job being turned over to the 3052d Engr C Bn. The battalion was releived of
maintenance responsibility of highway N 43 to the same unit.

23 Nov;mber 1904k,

Company "A" did road maintenance in assigned areas. The other companies

dontinued on previous assignments.

One man was evacuated by the medical detachment to the 105th Evacuation
Hospital with Gonorrhoea.

Company B was assigned the task of repairing the installation of the
Ponton Bridge at South Maastricht. Damage was caused by high flood stage
of the Mass River. Job was completed at 100 hours. Six men were given a

special assignment by Group Headquarters.

-2h November 19hk. '

The battalion commander inspected road maintenance in Aachen and Sawmillsa
in operation.

25 November 194l

Company "C" continued to work on the job of putting the Monastery
heating system in operation. The battalion commander inspected road mainten-

ance in the assigned area.

26 November 19LL.

Company "C" repair~d damage
battalion CO inspected road maint
in the assigned area.

enance in Aachen and other road maintenance

e
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Journal, Hg 208th Engr C Bn. Contd.
27 November 19LlL

Companies contimued on previous as
the job of repair of shell crater in arc

signments. Co. "B" was assigned
h bridge on Highway N 18 near Vise.

28 November 19Ll
The medical detachment ewacuated one man to the lilst Evacuation Hospital,
Diagnosis--Large infection laterial aspect of neck.

R Company "C" completed work on heating pla.ﬁt in the Monastery. Hkian hours:
n to investigate the

106, ~ Lt. Conlin contacted kilitary Authorities in Aache
possibility of using German Civilian labor. Germans were cooperative. Najor
Michael made inspection of road work in vicinfty of Aachen. He returned at

1700 hours.

Company "B" completed work on Bridg
320, Isaison Ufficer reports new job assig
board feet of lumber from 1390th Forestry G

Kierstead, the group adjutant, inspected records at battalion
Records were found to be satisfactory.

e Repair Job on R.ute N 18, Man hours:
ned. The job is transferring 65,000
ompany to Engineer Dump No. L.

Capt.
headquarters.

29 November 19kl
Company "C" con-

a Company "A" is securing lumber for Engineer Dump # L.
inued job of maintenance on ¥SR through Aachen. Company "B continued road
maintenance, Company "A" is working on the preparation of a new sawnill in
German territory.

30 November 1Lk 7
The medical detachment evacuated one man to the Lilst Evacuation Hospital.

At 0800 Company "C" began work on FW enclosure at K-8650.
at 1600 hours. Total man hours: 10L.

The battalion began hauling 65,00 board feet of lumber fr
Engr Dump # L. Estimated completion date: 3 Dec Ll

The battalion commander inspected work on the PW enclosure at K-8650.
He also inspected road maintenance in Aachen.

END

om K-8632 to

Job was completed
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SECRET AUTH: GG NUSA ‘ '
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HEADQUARTERS DETE; ] Jap 45 :
208TH ENGINEER COMBAT BATTALION
AFO 339

RECORD OF EVENTS
1 December 1944

Company "A" is employed cutting trees and hauling loge to sawmills. Six sawmills
ere in operation, sawing lumber for Engineer Dump 4.

Company “B" is doing genersl meintenance on assigned roads, patching blacktop and
building up shoulders. Three men are guarding bridge at Berneau, becmuse cf fresh
cement patch in existing flooring. Two sewmills ere being operated in Maastricht by
one squad, sawing lumber for Engineer Dump #4. '

Company "C" is doing general meintenance on essigned rozds. fzachen roads are being
patched with concrete« Other roads are being widened and the shoulders improved. Reconn. '
wag made of St Maria school job. Holes were cut in walls for new door ways, and some
. fremes were put in. Ditches for proposed roadway into school were dug.

S-1 picked up seven replacements at the 18th Replacement Depot, end assigned them
to vafious companies, wherever the need crlled for them.

Lt Colonel Scott, with Lt. Colonel Pethick, visited Company "C" zssigned jobs be-
tween 1100 end 1530 hours. Also visited concrete road patching in Aachen with him, and

the road and rehabilitation work =t 108th Evacuastion Hospital. ﬁ
: , \
2 December 1944 ’ { =
Compeny "A" ies employed cutting trees and hauling logs to sawmills. Six sawmills '

are in operation sawing timber for Engineer Dump #4. -
Company "B" is doing general maintenance on essigned roads, petching blacktop and '

building up thoulders. Three men are guarding bridge at Befneau. Two sewmille sre be- k

ing operated dn Maastricht by one squad sewing lumber for Enginesr Dump . §o-
- Compeny "C" is doing maintenance on roads in Aschen. The St Maris school Job is g«,

well under way. WVork is being done repairing roadwey and replaceing glass in demaged ¥

windows. The work is approximately 25% complete.

~ Lt. Colonel Scott visited 108th Evacustion Hospital job at 1400 hours. Instructed Lty

allete end Ceptain Schoenly to install & dreinage for the rozd. Two pits were con~ i

sir adjecent ﬁ“t'ho—rotrg. '

3 Decenber 1944 MARZ2 9ap 9
Company "A" is still engeged cutting logs for Engineer Dump #4. . R

Company "B" continuing on previously assigned jobs.

Compeny “C" is doing maintensnce on roads in Aschen. The St Merie school Jjob is
well wder way. WVork is being done repairing roedwsy end replaceing glaes in broken
vindows. Flumbing is being installed and the roadway in nearing o mpletion. .

The Bergeant lMajor, receiwed & call stating that two Lieuvtenants, lst Lt. Tom W.
Fstterson end 1st Lt. Erle R. Richardson, both Infantry officers, were e ssigned to this
battelions OCopies of orders not received from army, so he requested & copy of these
orders from group headquarters. Both are on DS with army hemdquarters.

Lt. Colomel Scott visited Company "B" headquarters end rosd repeir work on N-27. Vis-
ited Aschen rosd work and discussed the essigment with It. I1lum.

4 December 1944
Company "A" end "B" continuing on previously assigned jobs.

Compeny "C" is doing meintensnce on rosds in Aachen. The St Marie school Job is
well wnder way. Work is being dore repeiring roadway which is almost complete. A

cul¥ert hps,been installed.t oﬁmﬁﬂ-ﬂt- te.the drainage system. ’
L‘tojgg Bg —ﬁs@%ﬁ%ﬂgé g{ﬁf 1% fhodes, & new officer who reported for duty es of
1300 houxse. He was assigne ny "C" 2s Administretive Officer.
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Journal, 208%th Encr Combat Bn, Dec 44, Dee 5,(cont'd) - .

5 Lecember 1544:

B-4 picked up znd
plies ond in the afte

The medil dstzc
Taspits Al is
tzlio nd:

C aa
to =g

¢ Tan 4. Patehinz road

gorpzny "C" combtinued on arumy b #96, reintenansce of 1SK at A.chen.
Job llu, PLU]MT&UlOD of its seing windows znd docrs
¢t St.laria end Pldﬁhlh“ . rdinating work end se-
curing materials and equlgsSdu needed. :
""“"olo:,l»s:'l Scott visited sewmills being operated by Company "A". .Sug- .-
gested methods of reducins the number of men heing used daily. '

& Decgmoer 1944;

; . Sompany A" gsecursd lumber for Engineer Dump-#4, and hauled logs toﬁ-'

111s. Eaallng rocks to water points at 1-6440 and K-6761,

Lo bﬂﬂy "B" secured lumber for Abipeev Dump #4 and repaired road
‘er on, Lr. 1 from EEZR to GULFEN, end continued maintenance of N-27
Mggth to Newfchatear.

y !ICH

sccess roa@s, sunp pits, tlacking out windows and
ged t Snydel took o0il to sewwnills. Corporal Dommelly went to

it aPH to work on power line.

Lt Colonel Scott visited site of fellln; timber and inspected method
of hauling and loading timber. Visited road work in AACHEN.

7 December 1944:
Company "A"™ continued cutting timber, hauling 1055 and cutting lum-

ber for Engineer Dump #4. A4 total of fozty trees were cut and thirty were
distributed among elght savmills. The sawmills turned out 15,734 board
feet of lumber. Lajor liichael went to mill at HERZOGENZRATH as it was
. reported power was in bad condition, and thet Engineer unit had cut the
dable while working near it. It was impossible to tell where it was cut
without digging it out of the ground. Arrangements were made to have it
dug out and necessary repairs made. The Germaus working had to have their
passes renewed, therefore, were not available until the afternoon. Dur-
1ng the noon hour one of the Germsns checked the cable and found it was
in good shape. nt 1600 hours the inspector left to turn on-the power.
Coupany "B" countinucd walntenance on N27 and N1 and built up sand de-
pots along nighway Nr. 1. Cne Lalf a squdd was employed in sweeping for
wines &t an intended supply dump. No mines were found. The two saw-
mills continued operation with an output of 5,575 board feet per day.
Captain 5Scovill discussed with Lt. Conlin, the dump that is belng proposed
for Company "B" operations. This dump is going to be used to stock pile

materials for bridge escross the Roer. Dud shells were reportedin the area

and reconnaissance was then made by Captain Scovill, Captain Barsl and

Lt. Conlin., sArea is small &né crowded but cau be used for purpose needed.
>‘—’*Sergeant Snyder want to procure Quickway to load H-beams on two Drickways

and a 20 ton trailer. Work discontinued on AAA Road after clearing roads

,w;th a D=7, and expldlnlng to AdA personnel how to continue meintenance.

worked on Job #36 malutalnlng MRS in Aschen, Job #115,,fﬂh
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Journal, 208th Eng. S BEn Dec 44 Contd.

GCompany "C" continued maintenance of assizned roads 1iu
the city of 4sachen. AaApproximately 15 ysrds of concrete was
used in patching road. The 5t Meria schcol hospital job was
near completion with ons platoon plauning to completé the
job before morning. Lt. lioore mede an inspection of the
blackout job at the hospital. & larze part of the day was
spent assemblying materials for road repair job in Aachen.

In the morning » Sgt Tremalne w:s sent out on rsconnais-
sence in corps asrea. Capt laresl went to zroup as liaison in
It. ¥raley's absence. Lt. Moore we:t out to check sawmill &t
Hoensbroek. Later Lt. Moore returnzsd with inforizaticn that
saw:ill wes being run by the British. In the afternmoon Lt.
lioore went out tc ciheck Comvany "C" jobs for 8-3. Captain
2aral went to Yiaridorf with Capt Scovill and Lt. Conlin to
show them the factory which was to be used as an assembly poin
for bridzce materials for the centemplated Rohr River Bridge.

. The purchasing and contracting officer spent the morning
filing contract papers and mailing dexends and receipt forms

to the general purchasing agent of Buropean Theatre of Operations.

The forms were from purchases in the city of Brussels for saw-
will parts end saw files necessary to operate sawmills by this
organizetion. He received a bill for a cement culvert used

on road drainage by Compeny "=" and called group headguarters
t6 get the location of more culvertd.

Group headquarters called in rezard to location of cul-
vert and indicated it was in our area and that the battalion
could pick.up the culvert. Company "B" waz notified as %o
the location and gquantity of culvert. The P & C officer went
to the 7lst Finance Tishuirsing Secticn of Hinta U 3 sarmy to
settle bills paid in the month of ovember for verious items
needed for omeraticns in this battalicn.

8 December 1944
All of Cc. "A" cut timber, heuled logs and operatsd seven
savmills. The electricity at Herzogenrsth szwmill wes turned

on and the electric waws were put into operation, ajor Michael

checked the job at Harwmosenresth,

lard fgnote are *ziny built un on W-1. Szt Snvdersd 1
derots on scme of the lesser used roade, M-18 and ¥-27. The
new durn recelved lurnher and g for the Roer

i nailine strins

Tivay brifzge. I
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Juurnel, 208th Znzr € EBn, Zee 44, Dec 8 44, cont'd
5 - 4 recuisitioned Class LI supplies, that were lost by messaze cén- |7 & &
ter persomnnel to be covered by report of survey zn? reguisitioned Engineer - §%§i
Spare Parts. ' =
_ Purchasing and Combtracting Cfficer, returned empty gluss crate to Zy 3
ranufacturer and settled account for glass used in convertin: school build- 2 § ¥
ing into hospitul.JuGmevs—mecdeuesders was notifisd to have turn around a }l#
at water point put into shape. 2 a 2|
S - 2, Csptain Baral, and Lt Conlin went to WBEW./LIIER and STOLEERG = 5

to look for bolts znd niles to be used on bridgs at JULICH. No bolts
were found, but plsnty of piles were found in the lumber mill at STCLSERG.

In the evening Lt. Fraley returned from sroup, with instructions to
piék up some road rollers at &LUSHHOVEN.

g December 1944:

. Company "A", except for twe squads, continued operating seven sawwills,
hauling logs and cuttinz timber. ke Ywo sgusds were emploged in repeiring
road into ew¥ water points. Piles were gathered and loaded for bridge
materisl assembling point. Four men are working at battalion maintenance
shop repairing and servicing sand spreading machine obtained for assigned
work, from local highway commission. ' e
. Company "B" is carring on maintenance of assigned road net. The build-
ing up of sand depots zlong highwey N1 between EHEER and ASCHEN is still in
progress. The two sawmills in MAASTRICHT are still in operation. One
squad is employed at the new dump, maintaining arez and fabricating parts
of intended bridge at JULICEH. .

Company "C", except for one squad, the entire company was employed
on assigned roads in A4CHEN, patching with comcrete. Sgt Snyder and Lt.
ﬁnderson made & recon of road net with which Company "C"™ will be responsi-

le.

S - 2, Captain Baral,and Lt. Conlin went to EBERWEILEE to check on
piles. Sgt Tremaine and Sgt Harned went to ALDENHOVEN, Cermeny, to find
two road rollers that were reported in that area, and also to see how
they could be moved to E-4 dump. They returned at 1100 hours with the in-
formation that both rollers were small and could be loaded on one 20 ton
trailer. In the afternoon, at 1330 hours, Sgt Tremaine took a detail from
Company ™A", to ALDENHOVEN, and loaded the rollers. )

The medical detachment evacuated 1 man to the 4lst Evacuation Hospital,
diagnosis: Senusitis. )

The purchasing and Contracting Officer took requisitions to Army
headquarters for approval for bridge, at JULICH. Bridge section asked
questions about bridge that could not be answered because no blue prints
or other information was available. Bridge section approved the requisit-
ions for bridge material. Requisition was taken to Engineer, S-4, and
approved as requisitioned. One was placed in the hands of Captain Ingram
of Engineer Depot #4, to be checked by an officer in case of substitutions.
Other requisitions proceeded and meterial drawn from depot. )

The group 5-3 arrived at battalion headquarters at 1330 hours. The
proposed bridge project was discussed and a request made for a bill of
materials and blue prints. Group S-% stated all lumber necessary for build-
ing bridge to come from sawnills operated by this bettalion. Captain
Zornek withdrew requisition held by Captain Iigram.

-

10 December 1944: ) ' o
The medical detachment evacuated one man to the 105th Evacuation

Hospital with & disease undetermined. )
Bill of Material for JULICWbridge received. System set up for secur-
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Journgl, 208th Engr C Bn, Dec 44, Dec 9 44, ¢éont'd
- ing material for bridge job, and parties concerned notified to deliver or
requisition material for job. Receipt for leather belting for sawmills
prepared and plans for going to BRUSSBELS to secure belting mades.

Lt. Fraley and Captain Baral accompanied Colonel Scott and Major Senn
to the factory at KARIADORF which is being used as a bridge dump. Lt. Thor-
wart and Lt. Priest were working there, and Captein Scovill and Lt Soper
were visiting. '

5 - 4 received and distributed PX rations, which consisted of five packs
of cigarettes per man, and a small assortment of toilet artigles.

Company "A" is employed in cutting trees amnd heuling logs or piles.
The piles are going to the GULICH bridge dump. The logs are going to the
gzwmil#i, where after milling will be sent to proposed bridge depot and Engr

pot . , _

Company "B": One platoon is employed in operating bridge dump and pre-
fabricating stringers for bridge. General maintenance is being carried on
at assigned roads. One culvert was placed for proper drainage. One sguad

is building up sand depots along highway Nl. =

‘ Patching roads in AACHEN is still in progress at Company "C". The
sand depots are being built up on assigned roads. One gquad is building road

into a Quartermaster dump at SPEKHOLZIRHEIDE, one culvert placed, 50% of roead
complete. : ) . o
-~ From 1300 hours to 1700 hours Colonel Scott visited forward bridge dump
at MARTADORF, Germeny, with Major Senn and Lt. Fraley. Talked with Lt.
Priest, on the job, who is supervising this work. Talked with Ceptain Scovill
and It. Thorwart who had moved a platoon there to accomplish prefabrication

of bridge materials. Investigated accident in H&S Company. “

11 December 1944: )
“Colonel Scott discussed with Captain Scovill the assignment of collect-

ing bridge materisls for Julich Roer River bridge. Discussed Lt. Soper and
his assignment as Orientation Officer. Talked with @aptain Schoenly regard-
ing roads in Aachen. Discussed at 1000 hours personnel changes in H&S Com-
pany. Discuseed assignment of Pre-Mix plant in the evening with Major Senh.
Company "A": First Platoon continued operation of six assigned saw-

mills. Second platoon is hauling logs from K-688522, and hauling piles from
Stolberg and the third platoon operating a sawmill at K-846530, and cutting
logs at K-890556. Iajor lMichael inspected the seven sawgé%%g‘qhﬁﬁg the com-
_panypan¥ is operating and found the work satisfactory. 1'mill o~
broke down and was idle for a short time until repairs were made. ‘ i
’ Company "B": One platoon of company operating a forward dump at K-9152.
It is guarding prefabricating and masking inventory of all available bridge
materisls. Part of company maintaining a third class highway between
K~-5848 and K-6643. Road requires continuous maintenance. Operating two
sawmills in Maastricht sawing bridge timbers. - = e

o1

" h ol '
Company ®G%: First plztoon doing nzintenance work on streeis in aachen.
Second pl=toon is putehinr road fiowm Deeren to Aachen, °"sing wateriels from
wixing plant being operated by thz second sguad. The third squad is working
on Speckholzerheid road. Tt completed diteling and drainage, hsuling rock

for buse course of road. This work is about 50j complete.

S - 2; In the worning 3pt Tremzine went out on recoan in corps erez.

S Sgt Harned-vent out to chscit on grevel pits in this area. e vepor
existing stock piles kuve buen derleted. In the afternoon It. Frele
on routine inspeection vith iajor Senn to Liarizdorf bridge dump «nd Esch-
weller, iaen Lt. Fraley returned from group in the evening, he brought an
assignzent to photograph some equipment at 625th Engr Lt Equip Co.
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Journg}, 208th ¥agr C B. 11 Dec 44, cont'd )
Purchasing and Contracting Officer traveled to the city of Brussels .
and got two leather belts ordered C December 1944. The belts are to be

|

used in sawmill operation. He visited General Purcha51ng Agent of the i Q;ﬁi
2lst Army Group, to learn of new methods of purchasing in the city of [; N =t
Brussels. ]?- =¥
S-4 picked up supplies for the Julich bridge. 129 2
5-1 picked up five men at the 18th Replacement depot at 1000 hours. =238 7
%‘g:'x;ee of these men were assigned to H&S Company, the remainder to Company = %ﬁ’

L

12 December 1944:

The whole of Company "A" is employed in cutting trees for logs and
piling. The logs are being hauled to the sawmills Wthh are sawing lumber
for Engineer Depot No. 4, and proposed bridge. The piles are being hauled
to the forward dump for brldne naterials. Plans were made for Company "AY
to take over the two Maastrlcht sawmills formerly operated by Company "B".
This will give Company "A" a total of nine sawmills.

Company "B" is prefabricating some bridge parts #s being carried on.
by one platoon also operating a forward dump. The sand depots are belng
carried on by one platoon also part of a third, plus general maintenance
on highwsy N27.

Company "C" general maintenance is still in progress on 3531gned roads
in Aachen, which includes operating cement mixer and putting in cement pat-
. ches. Group headquarters notified S-3 that the maintenance of Aachen would

be dropped from our assignment. The company was notified they will operate
a tar mix machine in addition to a rock crusher. Captain Baral and Lt.
Conlin made a reconnaissance of the plant. It was found that many civilians
were employed and had not been paid for sometime. This difficulty was to
be 1ooked 1nto by captaln Zornek and Gaptaln Schoenly lmmedlately. 4Along

Plang for orientation classes are being carried out with Lt. Soper in
charge. Major Michael obtained various maps and a belloptican which is
being repalred. S Sgt Beltran is draw1ng addit1onal maps for classes enéd

The S-2 sectlon made a reconnaissance 1n corps area, and took photo-
graphs of the snow plow at 625th Engr Lt Equip Co.

. Lt. Colomnel Scott talked with Colonel Pethick in his office at 1130
hours. Talked to Lt. Richarson reporting for duty end assigned him to S<3
section. Informed lMajor Senn to contact the CO, 121st Engineers, 29th Piv-
ision, the next morning at 1000 hours. Visited forward bridge depot at
1630 hours at Mariadorf. Discussed personnel assignments with Lagor Senn,
and bridge preperations with Major Senn. Major Prout ulich
bridge, ¢epes. ﬁﬁﬁﬂzﬁ Pévujluq ,

13 December 1944:

Company "A"™ is employed in cutting trees and hauling logs to the saw=-
mills. The mills are sawing lumber for Engineer Dump #4 and the forward
Egﬁdge dump. The two mills at Maastricht were taken over, relieving Company

Company "B™: One platoon is maintaining the forward bridge dump. Some
prefebricating of bridge parts is being done with the aid of several welders
from H&S Company, and one from the 1724 Engineer Combat Battalion. General
maintenance of assigned roads is being carried out in addition to contin-
uance of building up sand depots along highway N1. One squad hauled gravel

for battalion headquarters parking lot. Plans were made for improvements

—— e — —

A\




— - — o —

Journsl, 208th Engr C Bn, 13 Dec 44, cont'd

on ferward bridge dump. Lt. Conlin located an electric crane which, if in
operating condition, will be used.

Company "C": Plans were made for company to take over rock crusher,
Captain Zornek and Captain Schoenly made some arrangements for civilian
labor at both the crusher and ter mix plant. Arrangements were made to pay
civiliens and hife some additional men. —wes—feund—the—rook—orucher—worle

= Y, SR : : . « S=-3 will re-
ceive dally reports from crusher and tar mix plant.

The Aachen roads have been dropped altogether with the continuing of
patching surfaces with concrete. Major Michael and Lt. Richardson look over
the quarry and tar mix plants to acquaint the latter, newly assigned to S5-3,.
after being picked up from the 18th Repl Depot by H Sgt Welters in the morn-
ing. Captain Schaeffer returned from D5 with 9th US Army, Prov lMarshals
Office, and he assumed his duties as Liaison Officer.

5-4 picked up and delivered demolitions to Company "C" for operation
of rock gquarry in the vicinity of Vise, Belzium.

14 December 1944: ) :
Company "A"™ is employed in cutting trees and hesuling logs to sawmills.

The sawmills are sawing lumber for Engineer Depot #4, and forward bridge
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dump. After a reconn by Lt. Pascoe, (Lt., Conlin jnede pland to Sﬂfgffflfi_f 4;f<i; u

second german sawmill.
Company. "B" continued prefabricating bridge parts, in addition to
general maintenance of forward dump. H&S Company is assisting in this with

welders and electricians. Various electrical azppliances, cranes and drill -~ -

presses were worked with, to see if they could be put in working order. -She
e e e ESIRHREAE : A layout was made to aid
Lt. Priest, planing genersl layout for a more systematic working condition.
Rozd maintenance still in opsration.

Company "C™: The rock crusher and tar mix machine are in full operation.

Captain Zornek and Captain Schoenly szre still working on paying the civilians
and trying to hire more. General nzintenance of roads near the company

area ig in progress. Signs were posted along assigned roads, for sand depct.
Fosds~of Qinders were haulad to build up these stockpiles.

PxC Officer traveled to Bombaye, Belgium to inspect guarry operated
by Compzny "C". Quarry inspéction completed, he traveled to Vise, to make
arrangements for employment of civiliens, through Belgian authorities. ILa-
bor bureau promised 1£ to 15 men to report for duty the following worning.
Laborers are to be paid by the Belgian govermuent and to be fed noon meal
by US Forces. He also contacted Holland labor office in afternoon to get
proper papers and payrolls for men employed at Pre-mix plant. Also tried
to determine if the rental of Equipment at pre-mix plant was on a fair price.
The price paid up to the present time was 50 Guilders per day. The pr@ce
fixing bureau in Maastricht is going to determine a f&ir price. Decisions
to be handed down tomorrow.

Colonel Scott inspected pre-mix plant at 1330 hours. Talked with Lt.
Maletta. Together with iajor Senn, visited bridge duwp site at Lariadorf.
Talked with Lt. Priest in charge of welding and Captain Scovill in charge of
work.

15 December 1844: ] _ )
~ Company "A" is operzting sewmills and securing lumber for Zngineer
Dump #4, and supplying bridge materisl for forwerd dump.

— — e — — —




Journel, 208th Engr C Bn, 15 Dec 44, dont'd

- Company "B": Five squads are guarding and working at forward dump,
prefabiicating materials for bridge work, using welding equlnment borrowed
from 625th Engr Lt Equip Co and H&S Gomnany. An._electrician is doing work on
cranes and various electrical equipment. Shortage of wire fis & handicap,
or equipment would speed up work. One platoon draining intersection K18,
Wassage, hauling rock end laying culvert.

Company "C": First Platoon operating pre-mix pldnt mixing 96 yds. &
y per day. Second platoon operatlng pre-mix plant mixing Tarmac

producing 12 yds. per day. The third platoon is hauling cinders for stock
piles on a351gned roads. 75 yds. of c1nders hauled.

The medical detachmsnt evacuated one man to the 105th Evdcuatlon hOSpl-
tal, with disease undiegnosed; one man to 4lst Evacuation Hospital with ‘
Septol Defofmity, 1LOD, Yes.

Colonel Scott together with Major Senn at 1300 hours, visited Lt. Illum
at quarry end suggested ¢hanges in order to control deficiencies and changes
to increase production. Inspected road meintenance on N1€ and N27 and
talked to Lt. Soper supervising the job. .

Talked with Captain Scovill at Company "B" CP in Heer and discussed br-
idge job and road maintenance.

16 December 1944: '

“Company "A" is continuing on previously assigned jobs.

Company "B"™ continuing on prefabricating parts for the proposed bridge.
Plans ere belng made to install lights so that night work will be possible.

Reconnaissance section picked up Volt meter and reflecters for that purpose. .

Sand piles are being built up in assigned areas in addition to general maint-
enance, _A roadway is being built into an AAA unit area between Mehen end
Nonheek 'Blans were made for two culverts to be laid in order to drain the
road.

Company "C": Two platoons are operating a quarry and Pre-mix plant.
Dutch civiliens are working at both places. A ramp is being built to speed
up operations of dumping rocks directly into crusher. The stoeck piles of
cinders are being built up along assigned roads. Cinders are much easier
to obtain then sand, and works as well against slippery roads.

Lt., Fraley took Captain Schaeffers place as Liaison Officer in the morn-
ing. Captain Schaeffer was serving as Defense Counsel on & General Court
Martial. In the afternoon Lt. Fraley went out to factory at Wesweiler to
get reflectors and lamps to be used to set up lighting system in the Rock
Quarries.

Captain Zornek, P&C officer, went to army engineer section, and obtained
the release on one Prlmary Rock Crusher and 200 puunds of tar to be used
at the Quarries operated by Company "C". Captain Zornek also contacted army
publications to obtain memos and publicatlons for this unit.

The medical detachment evacuated one man to the 4lst Evacuation hospital

Disgnosis: possible appendicitis, LOD, Yes.

17 December 1944:
Company WA ig employed as yesterday. A new sawmill located at Swei-

ffel hes been under repair for several days and is expected to be operating
800N,

Company "B": One platoon is operating the forward brldge dump in add-
ition to prefabricating some parts of the bridge. The dump is 1n0re851ng
in materials for proposed bridge. The roasdway leading to the AAA unit is
near completion with three culverts being placed, General maintenance on
highway #27 is being carried on, building up soft shoulders with rock.
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Journal, 208th Engr C ¥ _17 Dec 44 Cent'd

Company "C": Two p.atoons are employed in ope.ating quarry and tar
mix plant. Civiliane are working at these two places. The chute for the
second erusher unit was completed today and repeirs on the bridge leading
into the quarry is 50% complete. The 12 men went to the pile driving
school at the 355th Engineer Regt.

Captain Zornek, P&® Officer, went to Army to arrange for renting or
buying a Pre-lix MdCﬂlneo Propsr Zolland suthorities could not be found.
He also arranged for tar and other materials for as phalt plant, Captain
Zornek turned over Germen Employees payroll to Captain Hill who will pay
said employees. Arrangements were made to turn in payrollq for men employ-
ed in pre-mix plant in Hollend and Rock Jucrry employees in Belgium.

18 December 1944

Colpany "a" is emyloyed in cuttins tress end hsuling loge to the saw-

mills, which are sawinz lumber for Enginesr Dump #4, 2ad forward bridee du-
Iip. Tne new sawiill ¢t Zmeiffe is ,V$wj sat into operating cohnwtwon,
end is expectad to bYegin operztion touiorrow

Coupsny "BY: Cue flhtjﬁﬂ iz tainted o Tor ward duwp for »roposed
bridze. ‘Iefuo¢1c_t1nb of soie bridge psxts in belns cz vied on, such &s
welding &nd making up channel beams tozether forming H—Lcams. The platoon
is aided in this work by welders from q&s Compeny. 3Sgt Qnyoel took timbers
to the dump to meke up a boom to handle bridze parts aarln* construction.
General maintenunce of zczisned roads 518, H1 and HZY is b°lnu car-ried on
such ss building up shoulders of the rozds £a¢ hauling ssnd to the depots
eleng these roads

Company‘"c" Two platoons are overeating e guarry and a tar-mix plant.

Civilian labor is employed at these two places. Sgt Klein and Tec 4 Stat- - -

ler went to the tar-mix plant expermenting with heetlng units end different
types of German captured tar in order to determine the best use for it.
The repairing of the bridge at the entrance of the quarry is finished.

Reconnaissance was made of the area mround Herzogenrath snd South of
Aachen for timber. Six trees were found around Herzogenrath and the rec-
onn party recommended that logging to be done so as to get logs that were
off the road. DMaps were secured at the lMap Depot in Aachen.

S-4 secured Class V Engineer supnlles from Engineer Depot #4, for
proposed Julich bridge job, and secured lumber for keeping water tanks off
the ground. The P&C Oﬂi;cer made arrangements to requisition 3 more civ-
iliens to work at Pre-Mix plant. He contacted the Casualty Section of Army
in regard to the missing mounted messenger, informetion wes also given to
Provost Marshall's offiece about the messenger.

Two men were evacuated to the 95th Evacuation Hospltal with possible
Veneral Disease,

Colonel Scott visited sawmill in Stolberg with Major Senm and Lt,
Conlin. Plant shut down because civilian workers were required to stay
home.

19 December 1944

Captain Zornek, P&C Officer, traveled to Maastricht with payroll for
Holland civilians employed at Pre-Iiix plant. Lt. laletta at Pre-iix plant
had a bill for some graphite gaskets for municipal works at Maastricht.
This bill was pald and recelpt x4 obtained.

Company "A" is employed in cutting trees and hauling logs to the saw-
mills. The sawmills are sawing lumber for forward bridge dump and the
Engineer dump. The sawmills &t Zweifall started operation at 1000 hours.

Company "B": One platoon is guarding snd mainteining the forwerd br-
idge dump, and also prefabricating the proposed bridge parts. H&S Company
is assisting in this work by doing the necessary welding. Gemeral maint-
enance on assigned roads is beling carrleaxiych as bullding up shoulders and
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é#2¢ building up sand depots. ‘ §§{

2 =

Company "C": Two platoons are o-erating & quarry and a l%' g;

tar-mix plent. Civilians are working at both places. The third 2y 2
platoon is helping in setting up crusher by bullding & chute and ¥

repairing approachgd and crusher.
S

H&S Coe.:  Upon receipt of instruetions from group, a vehicle and
personnel identification checking station was establisbed on NR-1
nesr its CP. TInitial operstions of checking sterted at 2000 hours
and will continue until r:ceipt of changing instruetions.

20 December 1944:
The medicsl detachment evacuatsd two men to the 4lst Zvac Hosp,
one with possible maguinal Hernia, one with fracture of rizat wrist.

Lt. Fraley, Lt Conlin angd Capt Baral went to the sawuill at
herzogengreth. g = i VI SV =4 0 VR vht o e Y
3 - They went south of Aachen to see how much timber was

available. Plenty of trees were found suitable for cutting.

) Co. 4: The entire company is employed in cutting trees and
hauling trees to the sawmills. Toe saw’ills are sawing luwmber for
Engr Dump # 4 end the forward bridze dump. Through out the day
the company operated ten sawmills, but Group Hq notified S-3 that
the 172d Engr C Bn will take over three of the sawuills.

Co. B: One platoon is meintaining forwara bridge dump. %ork
is being done on prefsbricating some bridge parts. Ceneral meintenance
is being done on es:signed roads.

Co. C: Two platoons are operating a rock quarry and a tar-
mix plant. Civilians are working along with commany men at both
places. The bridge at the enterance of the guarry was completed.
Cne squad &nd a half helped Co 4 in cutting timber for sawmills.

The—£izst Oricntation class was held in H&S Co by Lt. Soper.

2l December 1944:

Capt Zornek and Capt Hill, P&C officers, discussed payment of
Geruan civilians. Policies of various finance officers of the army
are different.

Co 4: The entire company is employed in cutting trees &nd
nauling the cut trees to the sawmill. The 1724 Engineer Combat Battalion
took over the four sawmills indicated yesterday in the Journel. Some men
were left et each mill to get the 1724 started.

:::Eﬁ Group headgquarters notified S~3 of a probable change' in area,whieh

t
, as ingui % They assigned us the area around
eand south of sachen. Group commgnder and 1724 Engineer Battalion comm-
ander met with Colonel Scott i the 5-2 and S-3.

In the svening Colonel Pethick was in to see Colonel Scott with
instructions concerning pes=ibde nNew area. Company reconnaissance pEr-




Journadd, 208th Engr C Brn 21 Dec 44, cont'd
Tics were Lo be used as much as possible. Caeptain Baral telephoned to com-
panies and told each one to have a reconnaissance party report to battalion
headquarters in the morning. .

Lt Colonel Scott visited Mariadorf bridge dump. Colonel Pethick with
Kajor Prout, contacted this battalion with plans end instructions that we w
probably move to new area and assuue responsibility of area south and east

of aachen, occupied by the 164th and 207th Zngineers.

22 December 1844: .

Captain Zornek, P&C officer, travelled to Maastricht to be sure the
employees of the Pre-mix plant were paid and also to collect for the meals
served to employees by US Borces. The regular paymaster was not present,
therefore noney for meals was not collected. The commending officer of
group headquarters, reguested water points established in & forward are&.’

Plans were made for 1146th Zngineers to take over all remaining sew-
mills except Zweifall which was our last gevwnill to get into operation.
in Engineer reconn party made & search of the proposed ares which’ changed
later on in the day.

Two platoons &re operating a quarry and tar-mix plant. Giviliane are
emploged at both places working with ou¥men. Upon moving,thies equipwent
will .be turned over to Communication Zone Engineers. Some men were é;;fﬁ%_
ployed in cutting timber for Compeny nin saymille. Cenerzl maintencnce
is being carried on assigned roads. No ecuipment was turned in &s the com-
pany is cérring norrel sonetions until orders to movef 1s given snd arr-

sngements made for A504 Znzineers to take over.

Colonel Scott @nd Mzjer Semn went ©o inveatigate proposed ared which
group had given us and glso spobt new bivouac ares. .Upon returping to Hg,
he was informed that the change in arez had been confirmed by zroup. The
change was gome what different, but Colonel Pethick later in the evering
put his O selceted bivouzc area. Gaupanys' wWere informed sbout new
areas snd the probability of moving tomOITOW. .

23 December 1844: )
"~ Company Wi was relieved at 1200 hours, of all sawmilke, except one

at Zwieffel. Company started moving to new location near Brand, Germany,
by infiltration

411 .other companies relieved of their assignments and af 1200 proceecd-
ed to new arez of responsibility, by infiltration, near B Cermany .

Lt. Colonel Scott visited group headguarters and talked with Colonel
pedhick in regard to battalion work. Tisited road repair work in Aachen.

24 December 1944: :
Company "A": Tke first platoon is operating road blocks in battalion

area, using mines and machine guns. Second Platoon guarding bridges on as-

igned roads and furnishing security for bivouac area. The third platoon

is operating sawmnill at Rweifall cnd maintaining roads in assigned areas.

Company "B" is maintaining road block at K-8642, by First platoon, using

1

mines machine guus and a 2§ ton truck. Four and a half squads preparing rock
querry for operation at K-9639 and K-95%6. Remainder of compeany in assigned

area.
Company "C": One platoon is operating a pre-mix plant at K~-55528; pro-
duced 60 yards of asphalt. One platoon on general road maintenance of Ha8.
One platoon furnishing ianterior guard for the battalion. _

The medical debachment evecusted one man to the hospital with upper

respiratory infection. malle Cedomas « c%
treoked—evor—oua 1

Two reconnzissence parties wly assigned area.
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Journal, 208th Engr C Br 24 Dec 44, cont'd
1t. Colonel Scott vesited group headguarters anu talked with Colonel
Pethick in regard to battalion work. Visited road repair work in Aachen.

DECLASSIFLD +
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25 Decsmber 1844: ;

Company "A": One platoon is operating the sawmill at Zweifall.  Work
on mine gupports is being carried on in addition to assigned bridge guards.
2 e | = - Iialed B aviopve DAUDF‘J&‘_L : o

i Company™B": Some work was done in the guarry in prepering it for oper-
ation. '

Company "C": The tar mix plant is_still in operation at Maastricht.
General maintenance is being carried on, ssigned roads. Reconn 1s being made
on other roads, for needed repair and maintenance. The battalions work was
discontinued at noon today, except for assigned guards. ' ' s

The battalion commender inspected battalion assignments in the morning.

Autholiy /7

26 December 1944:
Colonel Scott visited the 7th Armored Group regarding defense of area.
¥et Colonel Ram, CO, and talked with Hajor Wise, 5-3. Was informfed that we

! =

would receive 2 extra officérs from Corps, to assist in organization of de-

fense. Visited group headquarters and talked with Colonel Pethick regerding -
defense plan and battalion work.

S-4: Mr. Drifke procured 141 axes single bit w/handle, 4 1b. on Mem/R
from 1724 Engineer Combat Battalion, for company use. A new water point
was established at 1600 hours. The rest of the day was spent doing normal
routine duties.

‘Company "A": Three sawmills are in operation, sawing lumber for Engin-
eer dump. General maintenance of assigned roads is being carried on, such.. _.
as filling pot holes. Three guards are being maintained at water point,
assigned bridges and group headquarters. The work of peeling logs for mine
work is still in progress at the Onderspeckholtz sawmill.

Compeny "B": Two gquarries are being set up for cperation; one at Zwei-
fell, and one at Vicht. The crusher was moved in this morning. General
maintenance of assigned roads is being carried on using asphalt and rocks for
patching. One platoon furnished battalion guard. :

Company "C": The company was relieved of ter-mix plant at Liaastricht.
Work on assembling materials for cement mixing plant was being starbed in
Aaschen. The whole city of Aachen hnorth of ™V" route is being maintained by
this company. General maintenance of assigned roads was carried out.

Two enlisted men from 11424 Engineer Combat Group, were placed on TD
with this headguarters. One man was to study functions of S-1 section, the

other, S-4 functions.

27 December 1944: _ )
Company "A": Three sawmills are in operation sawing lumber for the

Engineer dump. A guard is maintained at assigned bridge and at one water
point. General maintenance is being carried ony ssigned roads using tar-
mix plant. The work of peeling logs for the mine is in progress, with the
aid of 188 civilians.

Company "B": Two rock guarries are in operation, with the help of
civilian labor. General road maintenance is being done on highway from
aachen to Brand, such as patching holes with ter-mix. Stockpiles of sand
are being built up along assigned highways with aid of civilian labor. Work
on a concrete mixing plant is being carried omn. Cpl Domnelly of H&S Company

ig assisting by getting electricity to the plant. ) .
Company "C": General roed maintenance of assigned roads is being done

on patching pot holes +ith concrete and tar-mix. Much of this work is done
in the city of Aachen. A guard is being maintained of assigned bridges.

— e m— —
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qurq&l 208th Ener ¢ Br 27 Dec 44, cont'd

The Tedical detachment evacuated two men to the 4lst Evacuation Hosp-
ital, 1 with posesible trench foot, 1 with possible Inguinel Herhia.

Together with Major Senn, Colonel Scott contacted Colonel Mercandino,
CO of 450 AAA battalion, at Stolberg, in regard to security of area. VlSlt—
et XIX Corps‘headquﬂrters Provost lMarshall, in regard to security of srea.
Recomnended chenging of area bounderies to coordinate defense better. Re-
guested radic and half track in order to maintain contact in Security con-~
trol. TulLed with ILt. Colounel Pethick and an officer from 9th Aruy head-
guarters

28 December 1944:

Company “af: Three sawmills sre in oserttion sz ug luwhar Tor the
Engineer Dump. Jivili.ns ure zi: ‘ny iz pesling logs ot Speckhollsrhide,
for a wine. Souwe wen cre suployed in heulias lozs o t e sgumills. “eneral

maintenance of assigned rouds; eivilisns zre alszo employed in replaciug
of cobblestone, )

Cow:pany “BY™ apd "C" are contiminz on previously zssigned jobs as
yester duy. .

5-2: 5 3gt Treweine went out in the moruinrs on rsconn checking items
thet had been incompletely reported on previous éday.

In the afternoon, Lt. Fraley and 1t., Moore went on recomn to locate all
units in the area, and find out their strength in connection with anti-air-
borne operations, by the enemy, which Colonel Scott is controling in this
Sect'cr'

First Lieutenants Tom k. Patterson znd Earl Kichardson (Infauntry 0fficers)

‘NEEE isferred to 12th Army Group from this orgqnlzatlon. One EM was trfd
s to -US Army group. -
: .. A"8pecial Court was called to try Private Dean Patterson and Private
Mﬁrshall Resetar, both of Company "B", this battalion, for using a government
vehicle without authority.

Colonel Scott contacted Eajor Wood of the 567th A4 battalion, in regard
to erea security. This unit is just moving into the area. Together with
Kajor Michael, the battalion commander visited hospitel winterizing job;
tarlix ph@st and patching work in Aachen. Discontinued concrete patching
due to frtBZLDg weather. Lt. Fraley was sent out with Lt. Moore on reconn,
to locate all units in area of security.

29 December 1944: . ) .

Company "A", Company "B" and Company "C" continuing on previously ass-
igned jobs, as yesterday.

S-2: In the morning Sgt Harned contlnued previous reconn, checking items
that had been reported. Sgt Statler went out to reconn medical depot at Brand
Germany, and drew up a plan for demolition of the depot.

In the afternoon, Lt. Fraly went out on reconn for Colonel Scott, look-
ing up units in connection with the defénse area. Sgt Tremaine went out to
reconnoiter present area for Engineer materials.

Colonel Scott contacted 7th Armored Group headquarters and talked with
liajor Wise, regarding area security. (0Of Brand). Contacted the 567th A44
battalion, talked with Major Potter, EXecutive Officer, regarding area sec-
urity, and appointed their CO as sub-area commander. Phoned Major Wise re-
garding this plan and informed him of a possible change.

kMejor Woods, S-3, 567th AAA battelion visited headgquarters and discuss~-
his re3pons1b111tles in defense plan. Iaformed hisato submit plan tomorrow.
Sent Lt. Fraley to reconn sub section B, to locate new units and discuss
plans with new sub area cormander. Worked on area security plan with Major
Senn, and inspected road work in Aachen.
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Journél _208th Engr Comb. . Bn, December 44 cont'd

30 December 1944: i g
Company "A", Company "B" and Company "C" are continuing on previously |- %;%4
assigned jobs, as yesterday. A2 2
It. Fraley and S Sgt Harned went out to the factory in the viecinity o 12 g

Duren, to inventory materials there in accordance with instructions.

Lt. Colonel Scott visited concrete plant in operation at Aachen, and
road repair work. Informed by phone that the 567th AAA unit was moving out
this call was from Major Woods, S~3.

Submitted area security plen to Commanding Officer, Seventh Armored
group. Talked to Colonel Pethick on phone regarding reconn of machine shop '
near Buren, Germeany. " Eih

DECLA

Mrlhmuzﬁ’

31 December 1944:

Lt. Colonel Scott visited Seventh Armored group headquarters regardlng
area security. Talked with Hlejor Wise and Colonel Rath, Visited Lt. Col-
onel Hoffman, Commanding Officer, 587th Q battalion, regarding sub ares
security, and informed him he would be the sub area commander. Sent out Lt.
Fraley and Lt. Moore on reconn to spot new AAA unit who were setting up in
this area. Visited road work in Aachen and area. '

: Company "A": There are three sawmills in operation sawing lumber for . .
the Engineer dump. - 4 guard is being maintained at a water point in eddition *
to guar d at group headquarters. General maintenance is being done with tar-
gplacing cobblestone and repairing shoulders, on responsible roads.

5 continuing with previous assignments.
panies "B and "C" are continuing with previous assigned jobs, as_




- o "y ¢ - it e
WCGW%B&ARH
voerm m*é : AT BATTALION -nm:: 6-Dec 1944 )
e ek g R
n went to Heerlen and }_LﬁuS'trlct 'I:o obtain plens of demollshed bridge g S !
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n ‘ en Creek.. "'.h:ts plan showsd
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,[.t ‘G6lonel Scott talked with Captain SGhaeffeg, 805 Co. "A" and informed him
: tha'l; he would be releived of his cemnd and | oassn.ghéd a8 Ass:.stan't D:.fva.sinn T

Eng:mear .
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due to proximity of front line, Work gaused too mdh_ i

drawn enemy fire.
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Combat Battalion, 208%h’'EngincerCombe Lo
Jatialion, Cilth In~inecor Lishi Bouipnant:Comvs
Ponton Comuwmrs 978t Buginecer Ieintmlm*ca Company;
successfully one of the most dificult’ -tactioa:l.%m
River Crossing, This rivor crossinf' desorves: 'bo ¥

wilitory o.ccomplis monta. : !

2%¢ The Roor River vas in flood, the ummtf rapid, the bunks '
wore sremns, the terrcin provided no cover,: tha?ronds&were all noor
and the crosging wns wade rt night. Success vme'nchiovedionly by
sunerior nlemning,and snlended ' coordinction *rithigﬁtho wngineer units
and thoe susporded division, Sveecinl- ccuipment end ‘unusual-methods voro ' >
! usud and individnral initiative ond nersoncl -heroismiyere:cormons. '113 ’
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1life saving nrec:..u'h:.onu. s ey “';
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Batteliony 611th Tdght Sauimmomt Cama.m', 503:-:1&(!;1&;]
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‘ _ 3, “'- s "1 to add the hig.heo"' comenduti & _
im"?uu&%‘
ﬂeawy Ponton
“‘on‘bon ’Oonpﬂ.ny

&axecu"inn s 1
hg “meny i mon 1 :
«iThore-wera,
and?huve not

y ,..n : b
i!/ II.“S. Iii)ler ', S '
':.'Colonel, ‘CL:. i,
i lhs:.naor‘* 3oy \

} :..'1H

L v
P A TRUT co?r:Za,d g/ljt. .

' QLI P, KLY
‘OJ" %A
.;ss't Adjutent A 1
508th “ngincer C Dn i




Y HRADOUARTERS 1
i ST BERLIN DISTRI(-"T (MASTERWORK)

;: APO 755 USVArmy

AR r Gl --'1_Aug'194§.-_,—'-._
SDBJECT Commendauon. ' .'-’ = T et 1L AT - A

¥y 8 208 Combat Battahon constructed“’thxs messhall in the short
.- period of five days anqqfi had it ready to nnctmn—"by target dabe that” was set. The efhctency and*sklll dl}ulayed
<« - by these Engmeer compames reﬂects great credlt t “ani '

£ “Commendauon
S HQ Berlin- Dastnct
(‘Masterwork), 1 August 1945

TO C'ommaﬁdmg Ofﬁcer, 208th Engmeer Gombat B t fion,

e "\'

?Coionel Ci‘. .;

- Commanding. [
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Combat Ba:l-.t'*.l'.-.on Por your part
rossing of the Rhine River,




