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STAFF

-Editor ' ~+ Donald A LePFrancois
History James: P. Quinn
. Personnel . dJohn D. Keller
i Donald A. IeFrancois
Artist Eli Marge :
Suggestions Robert J. Ridlen .

BATTALION OFFICERS :

Lt. Col. Richard D. Wolfe Commander
Major James L, Allen Executive
B&rtBarton_J.lBeadle ,_.Adjﬁtunt

(Major William HisWisniski, Battalion
Commander at the time the 1284%h In
Engineer Combat Battalion was activated)

Lt., Col., Richard D. iiolfe was born in Spokane, Washinton.
He graduated from the United States Military Academpyat West
Point, New York in 193%9. He spent two years as an instructor
at Fort Belvoir, Virginia. With the advent of war he was
sent to the 5th Combat Engineer Regiment and with that or-
ganization sailed to Iceland in September 1941. He was con-
‘nected with the purchasing and contracting of enginecr sup-
plies. In October 1942 he flew back to the 3tates and joined
the 354th General Service Regiment at Comp Maxey, Texas. He
sailed with the 354th to England in July 1943. This regiment
was assigned to general reconstruction of thewreckage cauged
by the Germans bombers. The built depots, houses, -Hospitals,
railroad yards, etc. On July 1, 1944 they crossed the Chan-

~+ nel to Cherbourg, France. Their principal duty there was

building marshalling yards. Col. Wolfe was transferred in
the late summer to the Normandy Brse Section where he beeame
the executive officer to the Base Engineer. On January 19,
1945 he was transferred to the 1284th ZEngineer Combat Battal-
idn ns Battalion Commander.,

COMPANY OFFICERS

Captain Duvid L. Eggers Company Commnonder
Lt. Frank J. Koch, Jr. Company Officer
Lt. Joseph King n "

Lt. Alfred Okin. " "

Lt. Anthony P. Weber " "

TOP KICK
RebeSgtd. Ridlen First Sergeant

Captain David L. Eggers began his nmilitary carreer in
his early 'teems, at which time he entered the New York
Military Academy at New York State. After completing the <
s8ix year course at the age of twenty-one, he was awrrded a
reserve commission as a second Lieutenant in the Army of the
United States in 1936. From 1936 to 1941 he was 2 reserve

- Infantry Officer. In 1941 he was c¢nllcd into aetive service
and due to his Civil Engineering experience he was made an
area engineer fo up State New York, He held this position
until the early months of 1942,  Iater he attended the Zn-
gineer School At Ft, Belvoir, Va. From there he was sent to
- the 1145th Engr., C. Grp at Crmp swift, Texas. He wnas sent to
Ft. Belvoir twice more for Officer's Cadre nnd Field Officer!
training. He was executive Officcr of the 1284th and later
became Commanding Officer of Company "B",



FORUARD

~Although I am known principally as'a bird of travel and
action, rather than a literanian, I shall endeavor to put
into writing & short account of the deeds and wonderings
‘which have gained for me what fame I now possess. There
are many who claim that my efforts and my voyages have been
to no avail, that I have acquired no weglth or fomtune and
have at the same time lost personsl contact with my friends
and loved ones at home. These skeptios consider wealth ex-
- clusively as a financial matter, but through my travels I
have acquired the diamonds of knowledge., What my stay-at-—
 home friends have read in books or can repeat from heresay
- I have seen personally. VWhile I have failed to attain '

money and power, I have gained a wealth of knowledge and ex-

perience.

. TEAINING IN TEXAS
Summertime in Texas is a hot, dry, and dusty season.. The
Texas winters are cold and raw, autumn is 2 season of per-
petual rain, In faet April 'is probably the only month of
the year when a stranger in ﬂexaﬁ;can:fee} that he is
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It was on the fourth day of April in 1944 that the
nucleus of my battalion, the 1284th Engineer Combat Battal-
ion was activated, At that time each company was composegd
of fourteen men, the cadre from the 260th Engineers. It y
-would be virtually impossible in so short a narrative to = /
follow the movements and accomplishments of all four. I
shall limit this history to one company only, that of
Company "B". o :

In June of that year fillers began to arrive from other
organizations and c.umps. To complete the guotas of the fomr
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companies men were brought in from the Air Corps, the MEdiﬁé@*

the Military Police, the Field ’rtillery, Coast Artillery,
Chemicnl Warfare, and the Infantry. All these branches of
service contributed their share of embryo engineers. As
these potential engineers leuryed to build and destroy and
fight, their record for extra curricular activities will be
discussed in central Texas for a long time to come.

Perhaps the most fabulous was the hastily conceived
battalion softball team, with several of its star players
from Company "B", Camp Swifts old established teams fell in
defent before the underdog engineers whe started as nothing
and fought their way to the Camp Ch:mpionship, Rated as also
rans in a competition so keen that one loss would eliminate

a team from the tourney, my boys carried on to the Texas State

Championship finals. 1In the last game of the tourncy they
were eliminated by an Air Corps team, which eventually won
the National Softball Chiumpionship for that year.

In the summer of 1944 Camp Swift decided to reverse the
usual procedure and give a gala show for the civilians of
Austin and the neighboring communities. Since the Comp had
a large swimming pool, an aquacade was selected as the most
natural enterteinment to present. Try-outs were given the
aspiring applicants and when the finnl selections were made.
it was discovered that more then two thirds of those chosen

Y0 participate were from the 1284th Engincer Combat Battalion.
When the 1& show was produced the Stars and Stripes were .
_ {%% %&. nepgad of the pool while the Golden Castle of the

b d from the other end. bt
Although their fame did not spread widely outside the

Post, our Harmeny Singers were well known throughout the Camp,

and were always greatly in demund at parties and entertain-
ments given by the various: arganizations a;t:. Camp Swift.
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- It is with plcasure that each of us ean look forward to
a continued friendship after lerving our army lifc behind.
It is the desire of ¢very man Iisted below that sometimes
in the future these addresscs will be used for that purpose,
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Addison, Reno
Mderson, Thomas P.
Avery, Asa G. -
Immler, Francis G.
Shaw, James C. :
Truett, Howard

Millett, Francis T.

Bryant, Clifford J.
MeDonald, William L. .
New, Willard I. '
" Red, Hugh B.-
Strozier, Harvey W.

Goodwin, Jesse C.
Hodges, Lyle A.
-Mace, Clyde N.
Cabral, Milton A.
Hale, Edward E.
Messaro, Leonard D.
Meyer, David L,
Millis, Jack B,
Nielsen, Robert R.

Sutter, Farren E. III .

Tuttle, ‘drien C.

Cody, James R.
Foos, Harold
Valko, Peter S.

Clark, Charles H.
Martocchio, Mario A.
Paglia, Edmund L,
Proto,-Neil :

Sanchez, Diego B.

Broder, Sol

Braékett, Carl L.
Bramblett, Clarence

Burgwaldt, Edgar B.

 ALABAWA

Coroova ) e

Gadsden, R.R. No. 1

Trussville, RFD No. 1, Box 6542

1233 80. 22nd St., Birmingham
Anniston, R.R. No. 4, Box 215

HWewell 450

ARIZONA M s alln
Hunt' (via) Holbrook '

Weona, Box 82

Okolona S5

Bentonville, R.R. No. 1

Little Rock, R.R, No. 7, Box 82
Abbott SR

A ==l g .

‘Pglm City, P.0. Box 78
'526 Oak St., lMountain View L

PGL - 21st & San Pablo

Samoa, Humboltd County
Carlsbad, R.R. No. 1, Box 265
5246 Valley Blvd., Los Angeles
4818 U, St., Sacramento

1219 Stanyan St., San Francisco’
414 Virginia Ave., liodesto 5
2833 25th Ave,, Oakland

7732 Kraft *ve., Worth Hollywood

COLORADOQ
3536 W. Alys, Denver

. Hudson

4729 Gaylord St., Denver
'CONNETICUT

943 Stratford Ave,, Bridgeport
138 Melton Court, Hartford
125 Poplar St., New Haven

104 Exchange St., Hew Haven

CUBA |
110 Santos Suarez, Havana

- FLORIDA

230 Ist St., Miami

 GEORGIA i
222 Bluff St., Rockmirt

. White, RGR- NO. 1

ILLINOIS ;
3507 N. Damen, Chicago
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Donneiley] lelvin Zf.

‘Hyde, John E.

Johnson, William I,
Lierly, Wilbur X,
MeCollum, Donald B.
Skolnick, Stuart B.
Swanson, Kenneth J,
Zihala, Joseph P.
King, Louis A.
Nagy, Delbert M.

- Bagen, Frank J.

Ridlen, Robert J.

VanWinkle, Magx §,

White;'Théodore Ze

Edwards, William I,
Runn, Lawrence Z,
Sutlief, Harold E.

Burns, Willie A,
Keller, John D.
Langley, Paul D,

. souder, Gus

Waits, Hartful
Nuccio, Joscph La
Chamberlain, Raymond

Campeau, Norman 4.
Devin, Thomas P.
Flanagan, Lawrence M.
Fryc, Edward C,

LeFrancois, Donald A.

Mendelovitz, Bernard
Proulx, Reginald E.
Stephens, Frederick E.
Weagle, Robert C.

. Avromov, Raide

Conaton, Frank H.
Martell, Richard D.
Hodges, Jack S.
Maxson, Robert D.
0'Toole, Joseph B.
Orders, Jack k.
Shiflett, Lawrence C.

~ Smith, Iucius R.

. 10849,  E, Jefferson lve., Detroit

" ILLINOIS  Gown'D - .

617 N..lst St,, Vandalin

613 Center St., Enst Peoria
701 Charleston Ave., Mattoon
323 Illinois Ave., Galesburg
Tower Hill, R,R. No. 1 -

5400 So. Harper Ave., Chicago
1603 So. 17th Ave,, Iaywood -
1513 So. Keeler Ave., Chicago
Cave In Rock :

1748 No. GaIifornia Aves, Chicago’

INDIANA °

' 804Y2 W, 3rd St., Mishawaka

123 3o. Franklin St., Garrett:
I0Wa

Oskéloosa : .
1319 Ave, "G"y Ft, Madison

- KANSAS

Moline, R.R. No. 2
Clay Center, R.R. No. 4

563 Loula, O0lathe

KXENTUCKY
Burkeéville, Box 141 .

225 W. 1l7th St., Hopkinsville

Big Clifty ;
Jey Hidee . "
Nicholasville :

LOUISIANA

9001 Olive St., New Orleans

MAINE
653 Hammond St., Bangor‘

- MASSACHUSETTS

1618 Slade St., Falls River
51 Marcella St., Roxbury
359 Boylston St., Brookline

46 Meadow St., Adoms

542 Sawyer S5St., New Bedford

59 Stanwood St., Roxbury 21
99 Berlin,St., Clinton

14 Cole Sit., Beverly

119 Washington Ave., Walthem

HMICHIGAN
3520 Medbury, Detroit

141 John M. St., Clawson
613 So. Blair Ave., Royal 0Oak

- Clarkston, Box 715

\

Pinconmaing, R.R. Ho. 3 :
15395 Iinwood ‘ve.,, Detroit

806 Las.:lle Ave,, Benton Harbor
Precland, Box 260
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Johnson, Herbert 1.
Johnson, Joscph C,

; Norwood, Joseph H.

R

Fletcher, Jesse H.
Thomas, Rayford A,
Trendall, Samuel J.
Richardson, Len H.

_Zipdaqak,_Mhtthew_
Rowden, Walter L.

Allen, Perey L. :
MeCuryy, Nor is L.
Oakes, Sidney E.
Burrow, Jecsse A,

mQOre, Rupert L.
Pibbetts, Robert R

Bush, Theodore R.
English, Daniel C.
Jorgensen, William H,

Pafoya, Mike R.-

Haukenes, .asmund 20
Hohmann, Edward H,
‘Xroll, Stephen P,
Marge, Elias :
Martinelli, Michael ‘.
Mustico, C.rmen J.
Nolan, Joseph H,'
"0'Connor, William P,
Parker, Bly W. ’
Raviele, Harry
Roecchio, Frank E.
Viviani, Rocco J.
Wisniewski, Edwin P.
Woroniecki, wWalter J.
Quinn, James P.
Bauman, Arthur

!

4llen, Robert V.
Armbrust, David C.
‘Brooks, Alfréd L.
Hough, Carl L. .
Kline, Robert B.

MEiEsoTs

Reﬁviiié

1007 Douglas St., Alexandrin
MISSISSIZPI

'Etta .

MISSOURI
7046_Id1eWidie,.Jennings /

~ Noble -

3185 A, So. Grand, St. Loﬁis
EESQK,,R.R. NO. 1 .

HEBRASKA _
Henﬁéﬁsdn  ;

HORTH CAROLIi ! .

Roanoke Aapidg, RJ/R.'No.l, Box '103%4
Fogust City, Box 210 : '

Greenville, P.0. Box 280

Ruralhawl, Star Route

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Salisbury
Gilmanton, Iron Works

NEW JERSEY

12 East Main St., High Bridge
40 Hampton Terrace, Orange
220 Madison Ave., Perth Amboy

-

<~ HEW M&8XICO
Berna TLillo

HEY YORK

871  53rd-St., Brooklyn
183 Sickles .ve., Hew Rochelle
725 Perry St., Buffalo

179 Whiteh21l Rd., Albany
1170 67th St., Brooklyn

663 llagec St., Elmira

364 18th 3t,, Brooklyn o !
289th W, Houston S%.,, liew York City fy ik
103 W. Dominick St., Rome . e 2
3237 43rd St., Long Island City

2431 Fuller St., Bronx

245 E. 1220d4 3t., New York City :

150 Simonsun -Ave., Mariners Herbor 8.7

604 So. Park ‘'ve., Buffalo {

265 B. 197th St., Bronx

64 Lincoln Road, Brooklyn

Mingo Jeb. R.R. Ho, 1
Worthfield, Box 36

L

23 Pairview Ave., Canficld
161 Hill St., Xenia

138 Watt §t., Circleville
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Lowe, Roy Sr.
Parsons, Rex
Rogers, Arden W.
Schulz, Paul J.

Vitucei, Joseph A, Jr.,

Crouse, Lloyd M.
Dyer, Millard T,
Lipsey, James T,
Nicho{as, John A,

Erickson, Walter 1,
Mareus, Robert L.
Robertson, Gordon A,
Stevensorn, Robert J.

Boyce, George J. '
Drab, Ferdinand A.
Hudak, Joseph T.

Luberda, Edmund R.

llalingowski, .Stephen J.

Marcavage, John
McKinney, Thomas E,
Miller, Rebert U.
lyers, William C,
Nagy, John A,

. Shanta, Charles J.
Seffer, Bernard
Stevens, Carl M,
Terbovich, Daniel Ii,
sawchyn, William C,

Andersen, Fletéher-Jr,

Huddleston, James H.
Merris, Robert K.

Bonds, Thomas &,
Carter, Paul W,
Cowan, Burnice 0.
Lang, Glenn T,
Seay, Thomas dJ.

Moffat, James A....
Stam, Henry Jr.

Granger, Archie J. Jr.
Page, Rodney F. g

Gampﬁell, Harvey U.
Craig, Russel T,

Acord, Koger

o DBHIQ:CONT'D

176:Z. Center St., Akron
Harner- : )
665 So. 8th St., Upper Sandusky
9 Saratoga St., Cincinnati
4999 western Hills AMve., Cincinnati

OKLAHOWA
. Hillsduile, Box 165
Weber Falls, HK.R. No. 1

Turley?:Box 31 A : e

« QREGOH
“larquam
" Grants Pass, R.R. No. 2, Box 302

Carlton . 2
. Porest Grove, ii.R. 150e-1

PENUSYLVARIA

1438 . Peach St., Philadelphia
138 lazer Ave., ifillivale ;
1246 - 3rd St., Nanty-Glo

1317 Juanita St., Philadelphia

- 23742  42nd, Pittsburg
240 So. iood, Skamokin
1007 Edgemont Aves, Chester
21 Penn St., Point Marion

New Stanton, Box 28

Leckrone
Turtle Creek, R.R. No. 1, Box %07
5719 Wyndile Ave., Philadelphis
Karns City
632 4th Ave., licKeesport

. 1108 E, 26th St., Erie

SOUTH CARQLIWA '
Hartsville ;
TENNESSIE
" Murfreesboro, R.R. No. 3
4103 9th Ave,, Chattanooga
TEXAS
1906 Bernard Place, Terrace Ctubslla:
501 Ave. E., North East Childress
vtar Route "B" Box 126, Augtin
3238 Trezevant 8t., Dallas .
610 Stilwell Blvd., Port Arthur
SIAH
1740 So. 3rd, East 3ult Iake City’
2585-89. oth, Bast 3alt Lake City
VERMONT
33 W. Center St,, Winooka
Morrisville, Bex 172
VIRGINIA - ¥ DI
Churehland, Box 126
Bagssett .
. WEST 'VIRGINIA
. Bolt




WEST VIRGINIA COET'D .

Elswick, Calvin V., - Glendenin

Stunfield, Cliude V. 1413 Caroline Ave., Blucfield
 Toukovich, John Fermington -
Xish, Fruonk S. Rivesville, Box 73

Hansen, Norman I, 1521 7. o6th 3%., Rieine
Hartwig; Hureld 4. Hammond
Leary, Merle R, ' 428 30. Illinois Ave., Steveasport
Robinson,; Earl D, . Poutano, Box 3 |
Misaling, Keancth F, . 926 Huwes Ave., Appleton

COMPANY OFPICERS
Eggers, Duvid L. 15 So0. Drive, Larchmont, New York
King, Joseph ' 29 3rd St. Manhasset, L.I.,New Yox:
Koch, Frank J. Jr. 21 QOakiand Terrace, Newark, llew Jer.
Okin, Alfred J 2245 E. 19th St. Brooklya, New Tork
Weber, Anthony P, | 7526 Emerald Ave., Chicago, Ill.

To make the history of Compsny "B" complete igt is only
fivting that two of the fellow's Trovorite songs be mentioned,
Throughout the existence of Company "B" these 4wo songs have
been a source of enterininment vhen everything else hod fail-
€d., In ycars to come a glance at thesec songs will bring back
memories -that otherwise would have been forgotten, in f£act
you night even try, them out on the folks 2t home, they'd ap-
preciate turning back the puges of time and enjoying with
you a cool refrcshing bottle of some t@g~or-other and sing-
ing in true Company "B" fashion the two following songs.
ELSIE

There wag o little girl,

I domnot know her name.

She hangs around the corner every night,
she wears o wateh and .chein

A derby hat 2nd cane !
OH! Elsie, Elsie,.Elsic, Elsie, Blsies : ' 3%

/1

Goodnight dorling I must leave you : Ri
' 'One more kiss before I go ; : 3z
I will see you Sunday Night : =
If we do not have a fight. -
Down vhere the water lillies grow 5
: o
--’:{’/r{f///}_;_- .
i v Je don!t have to walk like the -Infantry .
P D e Ride likec the Savalry, shoot. like Artillery
//f‘,ﬁ(‘ .de don!t have to fly over Germany
K Ny de are the Bnginecrs | A3 !
“ e & We arc the Engiuncers, wé never hnve no fenrs
' R We don!t have to walk like the ‘Infantry
k:}" . 'Ride like the Cavalry, Shoot like Artilliery
2.' d¢ don't have to fly over Germany
‘ \ We- are the-Engiacers. - :

'\.’_\-i‘)
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It's all over now. The shoot-
ing hns ‘ceased, the erescendo of
checring has dropped off to an
undertone. The world is aafe
once again for democracy. The
peoples afliheowarld will soon
forget that Americans have fought
and died to liberate them fronm :
the scourge of slovery and mili- O
tarism, but can they ever forget
and return to their former ex-
istence after having tasted an
american -Dish of Tolerence and
Yankee ingenuity,

Now, in conelusion, the staff

wishes to express to those who

ave faccompanied us on our journey
from Texas to Imzon, to those who
have f2llen by the wayside, and

to those who have joined us on the
wey, our most sincere gratitude
for your loyalty and to wish you
the best of luck at every turn of
the road,
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