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separated them from the Kraquis,
Twelve hundred feet that looked like
that many miles! Then, after endless
minutes, with the men lying on the
bottom of the boats and the enemy
firing rather wildly thru the smoke
screen the boats reached the opposite
shore and the infantry started the
clean up. It was here that Harris Gould
lost his life returning for his boat. Here
too, Al Kuiper, Jim Graves and Ed
Wood voluntarily returned to evacu-
ate several infantrymen, wounded and
stranded on a small island, They were
later awarded the Silver Star and Red
Rutter the Bronze Star.

* OPERATION FLASHPOINT---Continued

While this was taking place the
ID’s had moved up to the dike and
were adding their barrage to the gen-
eral din. Flares, phosphorus, shells
bursting, machine qun and small arms
fire—it was as all hell had broken
loose. On the morning of March 24th,
construction was started on the Bridge
in the vicinity of Wallach. Working
details were broken into platoons,
each platoon to work an eight hour
shift. The key to the smoothness and
speed of the operation was in keeping
fresh men on the job. Wiggins, Hipper
and Gregory alternated in command

(Continued on Page 62)
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of the platoons working from the far
shore. Work proceeded under inter-
mittent artillery and sniper fire and
occasionally jet planes strafed and
bombed, but the bridge suffered no
hits altho five men were wounded. At
approximately 0100 hours 25 March
the connection was made in the mid-
dle of the river and 1210 feet of bridg-
ing was complete, just twelve feet un-
der the longest ponton bridge ever con-
structed.

In the meantime, work was proced-
ing on the boom, but non-delivery of

OPERATION FLASHPOINT---Continued

sea-mules necessary to handle the
heavy weight in the swift current de-
layed completion of the work.

Lt. Machen, Andy Sheptak and Al-
vin Miller lost their lives thru a direct
88 hit on their weapons carrier at the
crossroads at Rheinberg.

The job of getting the Ninth Army
across the Rhine was an engineering
feat in which the 554th played an im-
portant part and letters of commenda-

tion were received from General Simp-
son, Corps HQ and from associate
units.

An impression of the assault crossiﬁg painted by Cec Lantrip.
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